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BOYD'S 
POSTAL MARKINGS

1 

By John D. Bowman and Lawrence LeBel 

W hen John T. Boyd es tabli shed hi s 
loca l post in New York C ity in 

1844, he could not have known that hi s en­
terprise was destined to exist longer than 
any other U.S. private post. In fac t, when 
he died on June 8, 1859, business prospects 
were gloomy. 

In mid-1 860, when the nat ion was becom­
ing more and more div ided, Boyd's sus­
pended its services. The governme nt was 

argu ing its case against loca l posts by tak ing 
the other major post, Blood's in Phil ade l­
phia, to court. 
The outcome was disappointing to John T. 

Boyd, Jr., who sold hi s late father ' s busi­
ness to the Blackhams at the end of 1860. 
The Black hams continued to opera te the 
"post" for two more decades. 

Boyd's letter mail de li very serv ice was fi­
nally suppressed by the government in 1883, 
but delivery serv ices cont inued for some 
years afterwards for such items as bank no­
tices and parce ls. 
Throughout these years, Boyd's employed 

a number of serv ice marki ngs, including 
handstamps and prepaid mark ings. Some of 
these were used after 1883, and thus may 
not be "postal" in the usual sense. 

Although Boyd's and Hussey's posts con­

tinued to operate after the raid in 1883,2 their 
service for indi vidual c iti zens was d iscon­
tinued in favor of business patrons. Bulk 
mailings, circulars, bank noti ces and occa­
siona l spec ial del iveries encompassed the 
changed nature of their business.3 

Private mail carriage was fin all y ended ex­
cept for sho rt-lived and non-competitive 
posts that may be generally regarded as cu­
riosities. Some of the mark ings illustrated 
here may represent usage other than private 
mail carriage. 

BOYffs CITY 
EXPRESS POST. 
SEP 7 9 o·c. 

Figure l 

Phi late li sts ac ti vely seek these later posts, as 
they represent the last of the nineteenth cen­

tury private mail ca rri ers. Today, a number 
of alternative serv ices wi ll deliver your mail 
and packages , and recently, your electronic 

mail , to addressees for competiti ve rates . 
Donald Patton4 illustrated most of Boyd 's 

posta l markings in hi s classic work on New 
York loca l posts. Henry Abt illustrated and 
discussed many markings in hi s series of ar­
ti cles on Boyd 's in the Collector 's Club 

Ph ilatelist.' Other markings are li sted in the 
American Stamp les.1· Cover Cata log 
(ASCC), published by David G. Phillips6 (a 
new ly updated Volum e II , contai ning the 

loca l post secti ons, is due out as this articl e 
goes to press). 
The purpose of this a11icle is to update these 

scholarly works and encourage co llectors to 
offe r add iti ona l in fo rmation through thi s 

journal. There is no question that some 
Boyd ' s markings may have been omitted 
from this li st, and some of the markings il­
lustrated may not represent authentic pri­
vate posta l use. 

For re ference, Table l relates the fi gures in 
thi s artic le with Patton 's and Abt's reports, 
and the American S1a111ple.1·s Cover Cata­

log. The peri od of use of each marking is 
that g ive n in these references , unless other­
wise noted from the authors' personal ob­

servat ions. 
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Boyd's first handstamp and stamp (20Ll) on a July 1844 cover. 

FREE PAID 
J.T.B. 

Figure 2 Figure 3 

PAID 
J.T.B. 

Figure 4 

THE HANDSTAMPS 

The first handstamp used by Boyd traces 

the history of the post through its first few 

months of operation (Figure 1). It was struck 

only in red. and is found on stampless cov­

ers. a ll authentic covers franked with 20L I, 

on al least one cover with 20L2, and on cov­

ers trans ferred to Boyd's by Po meroy's for 

delivery in New York City. It was used from 

June until September of 1844 and measures 

31 x 24 mm .7 

Noted by Henry Abt but not by Patton, the 

red "FREE" prepayment marking (Figure 
2) was a lways used with 20L I and 20L2 to 
cancel the stamps, and with 20L3 until April , 

1845 . It is a lso noted with 20L4 on covers 

dated from June until at least September of 
1845. In additi on, it was used on stampless 

covers to indicate that no "collect" charges 

were clue from the addressee. Mos t, if not 
all, of these markings were applied to the 

stamps without tying the m to cover. This 
suggests that the " FREE" was applied to the 

stamp before it was affixed to its cover. (If 

this were the case, this marking is one of the 

earli est U.S. precancellations.) It measures 

12x 5 mm . 
The "PAID/ J.T.B." marking in Figure 3 

was initial ly used on cove rs brought to New 

York City by the express companies in 1844 

for Boyd's to de liver locall y. Boyd appar­

ently had arrangements with Pomeroy's, Let­

ter Express Company, Hale's Express Com­

pany, and others. The use of thi s prepaid 

marking continued for several years . Struck 

in red, and later in blac k, it is normall y seen 

on covers franked with 20L4 and 20L 7, as 
well as stampless covers , until micl-1850. 

The le tters in "PAID" are 5 mm ta ll , while 

thoseof "J.T.B." are 3 mm . 

A s imilar black marking (Figure 4) but not 

as tall (4mm/3mm) occurs occas ionall y. The 
peri od of use is unclear; Abt reported it was 

used from 1846 through 1852, although only 

185 1 and 1852 covers have been noted by the 
authors. It is not common. It is not illustrated 

by Patton. 
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Figure 5 

Figure 8 

Figure 5 illustrates the very e lusive post­

mark of the Brooklyn branch of Boyd's8
. 

The marking is struck in red on loca l stamp­

less covers in Brooklyn fro m September 

1844 until May 1845. A straight-line "PAID" 

is noted by the ASCC, which may have been 

used by the Brooklyn branch (not illustrated). 

The marking usuall y seen on earl y Boyd's 

covers is an oval datestamp stru ck in red 

(Figure 6). First noted in September, 1844, 

its use continued until 1847 or 1848. (Pat­

ton 's book contains a typographica l error, 

li sting the period of usage as 1844 to 1844, 

w~ile Abt offered a latest known use of 

March (?), 1848; the authors have not found 

an 1848 cover so far.) Note that the upper let­
ters have serifs, while the lower o nes are 

sans-serif. The date is enclosed in a frame 

with rounded or blunted corners. The ova l 

measures about 28 x 15 mm. Abt states that 

several minor variations ex ist due to the use 
of duplicating handstamping equipment. The 

need for additional stamping devices prob­

ably re nected the growing volume of mai l 
handled by the post. Covers with 20L4 can­

ce lled wi th an obliterator and thi s marking 
are often seen, and sometimes mistaken for 

20L 7 covers because the obliterator can hide 
much o f the stamp design. 

The replacement for thi s postmark may be 
the one illustrated as Figure 7. It is s li ghtl y 

larger, and all the lettering is in seriffed cap-

Figure 6 Figure 7 

Figure 9 

ital s. It is noted in red used from January , 
1847, to late 1849. It measures 32 x 18 mm. 

Another handstamp, Figure 8, is s imilar 

to the prev ious two mark ings but has sans­

se rif le tte rs across the bottom inscription 

with a peri od after " POST." It is a lso noted 

used fro m 1847 to 1849, with the Figure 3 

prepaid marking and 20L4, or with the New 

York post office CDS in the case of outgoing 

mail. 
Figure 9 shows a postmark struck in red 

from earl y 1848 until mid-1850, and in black 

from earl y 1849 until ca. 1857. It measures 

30 x 20 mm . Patton c ites at least six minor 

subtypes of thi s marking. This is a common­
ly encountered markin g, and is used with 

20L4, 20L 7, 20L 8 a nd 20L I 0. It is no t 

known with ce rtainty how late thi s hand­

stamp was used, but the authors have not 

noted its use with the next seri es of stamps, 

20Ll I , 20LI 2, and 20LI 3. 

The "FREE" prepayment mark in Figure 
10 is uncommon . It has been noted in red 

and in black. Reported covers range from 

1845 to 1850, but the marking is so se ldom 
found on Boyd's covers that it may not be 

o ne of their markings.9 

From 1845 or 1846 until about 1859 10
, 

obi iterator marks were often used to cance l 

the stamps (Figure 11). These were struck in 

black. Occasionall y a red smudge marking is 
seen, but it is diffi cult to ascertain its char-
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FKEE I N .J ·lllt 
Figure 10 Figure 11 

Figure 14 

ac ter. It may be an o blite rating mark like 
these, o r perhaps a worn cance l o f another 

type. Severa l types o f the black obliterator 

have been noted ; some are att racti ve grids, 

while others are indistingui shable smudges 

that detract from the quality o f the stamp. 
Figure 12 illustrates a scarce " PAID" pre­

pay me nt marking struck in black and red, 

and used brie fl y in late 1850 and earl y 185 1. 

It measures 20 x 5 mm . 

Several minor vari ants of Figure 13 ex ist. 
This common prepay ment marking is first 

noted in earl y 1852, and was used until the 

closing of the post in June, 1860. T he letters 

are 4 mm ta ll , and it is struck in blac k. The 

overa ll dimensions are about 19 x IO 111111. 

The oval in Figure 14 has no box around 
the date, and the le tters are larger, with the 

upper and lower lines of the company in­

scription almost touching each other. It is 

struck in black and is found on covers used in 
late 1853 to 1855. It measures 3 1 x 20 111111 . 

A ta ller oval postmark (30 x 23 mm) was in­

trodu ced in mid- 1855 (Figure 15) and used 

until the post was c losed in 1860, and per­

haps also by Blac kham in 186 1. It is struck in 
black. The date is placed between two lines, 

a lthough the ASCC illustrates a boxed date. 

Thi s ma rk ing has bee n no ted o n cove rs 
franked with 20LI 6, the first issue of Black­

ham's proprieto rship . Such a use must be 
regarded as prov is ional, combining the new 

PAID 

Figure 12 

Figure 15 

PAID 
J.T.B 
Figure 13 

owner's stamp with the ex isting postmarking 

dev ice . (Bl ac kh am sto pped inc luding the 

date earl y in 1861 , leav ing the two upper 

and lower lines as in Figure 19 .) 

Figure 16 is a prepay ment mark similar to 

that in Figure 13, but e nclosed in an eight­

sided frame. It is struck in bl ac k and was 

used occasionally fro m 1856 until 1860 (pre­

viously noted by Patton to be from 1857 to 

1859, and by Abt fro m 1854 to 1858). It 
measures 20 x 13 mm. 

Late in 1860, John Boyd Jr. , so ld the post 

es tabli shed by hi s fa the r to Willi am and 

Mary Blackham fo r an und isclosed sum. The 

Blac khams reopened the post under the name 

" Boyd ' s C ity Ex press" d uring the last week 

of Decembe r, 1860. At the beg inning o f 

186 1, the postage rate for locall y deli vered 

le tte rs was restored to 2 cents fro m the I 

cent rate Boyd had initi ated . Times were dif­

fi cult , and survi ving covers from thi s peri od 
are not frequentl y encountered . The Blac k­

hams re tained the I cent rate fo r letters car­

ri ed to the U.S. post office, as we ll as a I 

ce nt c ircular rate . Accordin g ly , they p re­

pared two new stamps, 20L 16, the orange­
red 2 cent stamp, and 20L 17-1 8, the so-called 
lilac and blue-gray I cent stamps. 

On occas ion, a postage due marking "Col­

lect I Cent" is seen on cover. This marking 
(Figure 17) is noted in bl ac k fro m 186 1 
until about 1864. usuall y with 20LI 7. One of 
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PAID 
J.T.B 

COLLECT 
l CENT. 

Figure 16 Figure 17 

Figure 19 Figure 20 

the authors (LL) be lieves he has seen a cover 

which appeared to have thi s marking with 
"2 Cents" instead of" I Cent". 

Figure 18 shows the new prepaymen t 

mark ing introduced in 1861 by the Black­

hams. This "PAID" in ova l handstamp is 

struck in black, and sometimes in blue, from 

1861 until 1864. It measures 19 x 12 mm. 
The handstamp in blue seems to have been 

used almost exclusive ly on the "CENTS" 

error of 20L 17 and 20L 18. Boyd knew about 

the "error," cance lling it in blue instead of 

black.1 1 The significance of this observat ion 

is as yet unknown, a lthough one of the au­

thors (JB) believes that b lue handsta mps 

were used on covers requiring the 2 cent 

rate, and black for the one cent rate. 
The Blackhams did modify one of Boyd's 

handstamps, Figure 19, by stoppin g the 

practice of inc lud ing the date s lug in the 

marking shown in F igure 15. It is fo un d 

struck in black ca. 186 1-62, and measures 

30 x 23 mm. 
In early 1863 , B lackham introduced a 

"Boyd's City Post" circular datestamp (Fig­
ure 20). It is 30 mm in di ameter (a lthough 

both Patton and Abt reported it as 20 mm in 
diameter). T hi s marking was prepared after 
the Blackham's moved the post to 39 Fu lton 

Street from its offices on William Street to­

wards the end of 1862 . Both Abt and Patton 

Figure 18 

Figure 21 

noted its period of use was from 1863- 1865. 
The ASCC notes a 39 Fulton St. oval cance l 
with " Boyd's Specia l", used in 1862 (this 

marking is not illustrated here). 

Boyd's first stamped envelopes were is­

sued in 1864. Fewer and fewer local deliver­

ies were made, until 1869, when the business 

of the post consisted primarily of c irculars, 

spec ia l de li very service and wedd ing cards. 

At this time, the post's given address was 

4 1 Fulton Street, although 39 and 41 Fulton 

Streets were one and the same add ress. Fig­
ure 21 illustrates the datcstamp used from 

approximately 1865 through 1870. It differs 

from the previous datestamp in the name of 

the post, now "Boyd's Dispatch." The di ­

ameter is 32 mm . 
Figure 22 illustrates an uncommon "PAID" 

marking with lette rs 6 mm tall. Struck in 

black, it is seen on covers from 1865 to 1869, 
according to Abt. 

More common is the black handstamp in 
Figure 23. The circle is 23 mm in diameter 

and the letters arc 8 mm tall. Many covers are 

undated, but it seems to be used from the 

fall of 1867 until 1879. It is nearly a lways 
found cance ll ing the stamps used during this 
time period (20L26 - 20L43, 20LU26 -
20LU35). !t is noted on 20L43 in 1878 and 

early in 1879; 12 occasionally with 20L44 in 
1879; but not on su bsequen t issues. (Patton 
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PAID 
Figure 22 

Figure 24 

Figure 25 

Figure 27 Figure 28 

merely reported it was used until the mid­
I 870's.) 

In 1869, when the address of the post 
changed to 41 Fu lton Street, the datestamp 
also changed (Figure 24). Instead of includ­
ing the year, the marking gave the time of de­
livery. Perhaps this was important to Boyd's 
customer mix at the time. With Boyd's focus 

on business mail delivery, the lack of year 
dates and frequent lack of dated enclosures 
and dockctings precludes a firm opinion on 
the time period this handstamp was in use. 
Thi s double circle datestamp is 33 mm in 
diameter. 

Figure 25 reflects the change in address lo 
"No. I Park Place". The name of the post is 
now given as "Boyd's C ity Despatch." It is 
an oval with double outer line struck in black, 
measuring 42 x 28 mm. The ASCC reports 
its use in 1877. 

Figure 23 

Figure 26 

Figure 29 

Figure 26 illustrates an oval datestamp 
with the address "I Park Place." It is prob­
ably the first postal marking struck in ma­
genta. 

Very similar to the previous datestamp is 
the dated oval in Figure 27. The address is 
given as "I Park Place, N.Y." It was used 
from 1878 to around 1880, and is struck in 

magenta. Examples are known without the 
date (Figure 28), presumably used around 
1880. It meas ures 40 x 22 I /2 mm. 
The sawtooth oval in Figure 29 seems to 

have been used during the late 1870s, per­
haps the 1880s as well. Ornaments appear 
above and below "PAID", although some 
spec imens lack the upper ornament. The or­
nament is observed to have minor variat ions. 
It is stru ck in blac k and less frequen tl y in 
magenta. Unused , unaddressed envelopes 
bearing thi s marking arc known. so it may 
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Figure 30 

PAID 

Figure 32 

SPECIAL. 
Figure 34 

have been sold as postal stationery. The inner 

d imensions are 36 x 22 mm. 

The magenta handstamp of Figure 30 is fre­

quently seen cancelling stamps from 1879 

throughout the 1880s (Patton- reported the 

ini tia l use was in 1880). This is the most 
commonly encountered marking on the Mer­

cury stamps, which were first issued in 1878. 

It measures 49 x 2 1 mm . 
The undated oval in Figure 31 has been 

noted on covers bearing 20L56. It must be re­

membered that Boyd's post was raided on 

May 4, 1883. Boyd ' s covers dated after the 

raid must be cons idered carefully. Some are 

philatelic. 

Figure 32 was used on circulars from 1880 
to 1882 or 1883. It is struck in magenta and is 

34 mm in d iameter. 
The oval datestamp in Figure 33 was fash­

ioned after Figure 27, but with "Place" ab­

brev iated and the post's name in larger le t­

ters. It has a crude appearance. 

Figure 31 

Figure 33 

Figure 35 

Figure 34 illustrates a "SPECIAL" hand­

stamp that is very e lus ive. II is noted used in 

late 1882 and earl y 1883. Perhaps it indicat­

ed a spec ial de li very service . It is struck in 

magenta . Abt noted it in hi s series. The let­
ters are 5-6 mm tall . 

The Maltese cross in Figure 35 is observed 

on some covers used in 1882- 1883. The use 
of thi s symbol was a fad during thi s time pe­
ri od, and it is ass umed that Boyd's also par­

ti c ipated. It is fo und cancelling the stamp in 

conjunction with Figure 29 ' s dated ova l. It is 

stru ck in magenta. 
The "C ity C ircul ar Dispatch" oval hand­

stamp in Figure 36 has bee n used to pro­

duce philatelic covers, as it has been noted on 
covers with a variety of stamps, including 

the so-ca ll ed philatelic iss ues (20L l 9-
20L22). Pe rh a ps it was act ually used by 
Boyd's but later was acquired by someone 

who prepared favo r Boyd's covers. None­
the less, the cove r is desired by co llec to rs 
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Figure 36 

o~D'S 0. 
.. ·-. ·-- ··- ---..... . 

. ,?ES~~~!·~·) 
~~!A~· 

Figure 38 

Figure 37 

Figure 39 

JOY.D'S OITY DISP ATcnt 
£, J. WILLIAMS. Ngr, 

16 BEE KMAN ST. N. Y. 

who place its usage, for whatever purpose, in 
the 1880s. It measures 40 x 26 mm. 

Boyd's City Despatch moved to Beekman 
Street sometime in the mid- I 880s. This oc­
curred after the May 4, 1883 raid on Boyd's 
that effectively ended their mail delivery 
business. However, with the resurgence of 
local posts in the 1880s, Boyd's apparently 
was able to rekindle his local mail delivery 
business, as covers dated into the late 1880s 
are known. Some covers from this time peri­
od are not authentic. 

Two postal markings are known with the 
address "5 Murray St. , N.Y. " Figure 37 
has been noted on wrappers in 1888, while 
Figure 38 was probably used in 1889. Both 
are printed in magenta . This address could 
have been a branch office of Boyd's while 
they were located at I Park Place. 

Figure 39 is noted on locally delivered 
covers, probably during the late 1880s. It is 
struck in magenta, and several varieties exist 

Figure 40 

which have different centers in the orna­
ments above and below "DESPATCH". One 
cover has been seen without the lower or­
nament. Its size is 36 x 18 mm. 

The three-line handstamp in Figure 40 in­
dicated "E. J. Williams, Mgr." It is noted on 
a local cover to the "Empire Pure Water Sup­
ply Co." at 203 Broadway. No return ad­
dress appears on the cover. Apparently, he 
was still manager when the post was locate<;! 
at 19-21 Beekman Street, ca. 1909. This may 
have simply been an advertising or return 
address handstamp. 

Another" 16 Beekman St." oval is shown in 
Figure 41. Its authenticity is unknown. It is 
noted on a stampless cover, with an illus­
trated corner advertisement for E. G. Solt­
mann. 

Figure 42 illustrates a magenta oval with 
the address "19-21 Beekman Street." It is 
noted on a stampless covers, and measures 
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Figure 41 

I' ... 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
JOY.D'S DISPd'OJ[ 
18 · 21 Beekmnn St. ..... ~ 

Figure 43 

50 x 28 mm. The ASCC gives its period of 
use as 1880-1 882. 

A "Special Delivery" handstamp with the 
"19-21 Beekman St." address is noted in ma­
genta on a parcel wrapper addressed to Mr. 
Ernest R. Ackerman from the American Mu­
seum of Natural History (ex-Elliott Perry) 
in Figure 43. Richard Schwartz illustrated 
this piece in The Penny Post. 13 

The handstamp in Figure 44 has been noted 
used on an 1894 Life magazine. The address 
is " 114-1 29 East 23rd St." and it is not 
known if this is a branch or processing center 
for circulars and magazines, or a main office. 
Nonetheless, Boyd's did not move to this 
address until much later than the date of the 
magazine, perhaps after l 909. Perhaps this 
marking is simply a return address hand­

stamp. 
Undoubtedly, some of the postal markings 

illustrated here have been used on favor or 
non-postal covers. Markings other than these 
may tum up, and collectors are encouraged to 
examine their Boyd's postal hi story and re­
port any new information to the authors. 

Figure 42 

Figure 44 

FOOTNOTES 
I. The author w ishes to thank Richard 
Schwartz for supply ing photocopies of many 
previously unrecorded handstamps. Martin 
Richardson kindly scanned images for mark­
ings found in Patton, which were modified to 
correct minor printing errors in the book. 
Richardson also made a photocopy of his 
exhibit available for study. One of the au­
thors, JB , scanned all the figures; in some 
cases only a photocopy was avai lab le, and 
the quality of the image is reduced. 
2. George B. Sloane, in his column# 1122 of 
March 13, 1954, "Postal Raid on Local 
Posts" stated that the raid occurred on May 4, 

1883 at 7:30 a.m. on both Boyd's and Hus­
sey' s offices. Mail was reportedly se ized. 
Nonetheless, these posts continued to oper­
ate. This was the first in a series of govern­
ment raids . 
3. Around 1864 or l 865, Blackham seems to 
have ended Boyd's serv ices for individual 
patrons. Presumably, the hundreds or per­
haps thousands of letter boxes were removed. 
Covers after this period usually bear a busi-

10 THE PENNY POST I Vol. 7 No . 3 I July 1997 



CROSS REFERENCE FOR FIGURES WITH PREVIOUSLY 
PUBLISHED LISTINGS OF BOYD'S HANDSTAMPS 

Fh1:ure Patton Number Abt Designation ASCCType 
1 1 A A 
2 - a 
3 2 b 
4 - d 
5 3 B 
6 4 C 1 
7 5 D 2 
8 
9 6 E 
10 -
11 7 
12 9 C 

13 10 f 3 
14 8 F 4 
15 11 H 5 
16 - g 
17 13 bb 
18 14 h 
19 15 J 5a 
20 16 K 7 
21 17 L 8 
22 18 J 
23 19 k 
24 20 M 9 
25 10 
26 
27 
28 
29 11 
30 13 
31 
32 14 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 12 
40 
41 
42 15 
43 
44 
44 

Table 1. 
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ness advert isement or address, or, as in the 

case of some postal stationery, are addressed 

to a bus iness, in which case they represent 

prepaid reply envelopes. Sure ly, thi s does 

not represent any sort of inte rfe rence with 

the stated business of the U.S. Post Office 1 

Nevertheless , the government raided them 

in 1883. What poss ible reason did the U.S. 

authorities have for these raids? Was Boyd's, 

in fact, riding the popular wave of resurging 

private posts? 

4 . Patton, Donald S. The Private Posts of the 
Un ited States. Vo l. I, New York State, Rob­

son Lowe, London, 1967 . 
5. Abt, He nry E. , Collector 's Club Philate­
list, Vol. 28 (3) Jul y, 1849, " Boyd ' s C ity 

Express Post ," and subsequent arti c les in 

this journal. 
6. A me rican Stample.1·.1· Cover Ca talog . 
Vol. If , 4th ed., David G. Phillips (ed.), 

David G. Phillips Publishing Co. , Inc .. No11h 

Miami , FL, 1987 . 

7 . Measurements of the handstamps were 

made w ith Linn ' s Mu lti -Gage from outer 

edge to oute r edge of the strike, rounding to 

the nearest 0.5 mm. Some variation in hand­

stamp size is ex pected from lateral disp lace­

ment o f the marking during cancell ation. 

8. For a short tim e, Boyd's ow ne d thi s 

branch, but had to re linquish it when Con­

gress dec ided that publi c post routes, includ­

ing ferries , would become off-limits to any 

priva te e nte rprise fo r ca rry in g ma il. The 

Brooklyn Ci ty Express Post survived for 

nearly 20 years under va ri o us names and 

owners. 

9. Schwartz, Richard. Th e Penny Post, Vol. 

5 (3), Jul y 1995, "The Unknown Boyd" . 

I 0. Both Abt and Patton reported that thi s 

mark ing was used until 1849. Undoubted­

ly, Abt' s da te o f 1849 was a typograph ical 

e rror for 1859, which Patton s imply copied. 

11. Bowman, John D. The Penny Post. Vol. 
6 (4) Oc tober 1996, "Two Boyd's Varieties: 

Eag le on Globe Series." 

12. Bowman, John D. The Penny Post. Vol. 

5 (2), Ap ril 1995, " Boyd's First Merc ury 

Design - The Red Stamps". 

13. Schwartz, Richard. The Penny Post, Vol. 

I (2), April 199 1, "And Boyd ' s Lived On". 

A GENUINE WARWICK'S? 
By Carl E. Kane 

0 ne more thing in my Stimmell fil e 

from way back . As I compared my 

stamps to those in the Frajo la study of War­
wick's C ity Dispatch Post, I found this stamp 

which does not seem to fit any of hi s types . 

It is a sub-type a, but on close examination 

you can see many printing differences: 

I. The dots in the colons in the top 
border are small er. 

2 . T he top right leg of the K is short. 
3. T he ink is not so black. 
4. There is a short vertical line at th e top 

o f the inner circle of the ri ght bottom 

corner ornament. 

5. The paper is darker th an a ll the o ther 
sub-type a stamps and under the 

nuorescent li ght it is li ghte r than the 
others, back and front. 

Is it poss ible we have an ori g inal here0 

Does any other member possess an identical 
specimen° 

If so, please drop The Pennr Post a line. 
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LOCAL MAIL POSTS IN 
THE UNITED STATES: 

A Bibliography of Items in the National Postal Museum Branch 
of the Smithsonian Institution Libraries 

Local mail posts were private enterprises 

that operated mainly in cities circa 
1840-1861 . Locals provided services the 

United States Post Office Department 

(USPOD) did not offer. Frequent daily de­

liveries and collections of mail as well as 
mail boxes at convenient locations were 

among the services they provided. Some 
local posts operated in association with the 

USPOD. In addition, some local s offered 

services that overlapped those offered by 

other independent mail carriers and express 

companies. Many local posts issued their 
own stamps. 

Stamp collectors have conducted intensive 

research to identify loca l stamps and their 

origins, pa11ly to separate genuine from faked 

stamps. Their investigations offer insights 

into small-scale, private enterprises which 

lost out to a government monopoly. These 

studies al so present information about as­

pects of the development of cities, com­

merce, transportation, and, occasionally, a 

glimpse into the lives of individuals in the 

United States during the nineteenth centu­

ry. 

Many books and articles, including those 
listed below, refer to independent mail car­

riers, expresses and loca ls. Focusing on lo­
cals, and separating them from express com­

panies and mail caITiers, permits us to present 

a manageable bibliography. 

Three journa ls spec iali ze in the study of 
independent mail concerns, including locals. 

The Cinderella Philatelist, The Private Post 

and The Penny Post are devoted to indepen­
dent mail concerns and their stamps. Each of 

these journals is indexed. Because of their 
extensive and specialized coverage, no arti-

cles from The Cinderella Philatelist and The 

Private Post appear in this bibliography. One 

article from The Penny Post on auction cata­

logs is li sted. Researchers should review 

each issue of them. One article from The 

American Philatelist appears in this bibliog­

raphy. Consult the index to the AP for a list­

ing of articles on locals. 
To promote the study of locals in this li­

brary, the Smithsonian National Postal Mu­

seum Branch presents the following bibli­

ography. Please note that a faked or forged 

stamp can remain undetected for many years. 

Likewise, a misleading passage, article or 

book remains for the researcher to uncover 

and correct. 
We would like to hear from you regarding 

thi s bibliography. Please send your com­

ments to Timothy Carr, NPM Branch Li­

brarian, MRC 570, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, D.C. 20560. 
Timothy Carr and Francis Duncan com­

piled this bibliography, with the assistance of 

Herbert A. Trenchard and David Jickling. 

The latter three are volunteers at the Smith­

sonian Institution. 

BOOKS 
Blake, Maurice C., and Wilber W. Davis. 
Postal Markings of Boston, Massachusetts to 
1890. 
Portland, ME: Severn-Wylie-Jewett. 1949. 

Boston Post Office from 1630, with a 
chapter on independent mails and penny 
posts. Seven types of private mail carrier 

concerns covered: 1) independent posts, 
2) express companies with private mail 

service, 3) nationwide express companies; 
4) regional expresses, 5) forwarding agents, 
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6) di spatchers, and 7) pri vate local posts, 

1844-58, chiefl y Towle's; Libbey & Com­

pany; and Barke r 's C ity Pos t. Q uotes 
sources in text. lllustrati ons. 

Boggs, Winthrop S. 
Ten Decades Ago, 1840-1 850: A Study of 

the Work of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and 
Edson of New York City, 1Q which is. added 
Sundry Comments , and Articles of Interest, 
llluminating the Scene of the Time. 
American Philate lic Society, 1949. 

Engravers of stamps for City Despatch 

Post (I 842, 3 cen ts), United States C ity 
Despatch Post ( 1842, 3 cents), New York 

Post Office ( 1845, 5 cents) and U.S. Post 
Office (I 847, 5 cents and 10 cents), among 

others . Th is concern became part of the 
American Bank Note Company in 1858. 

lllustrations. 

Bouvez, J. 
Les Timbres Locaux des Etats-Unis d ' Ame­

nque. 
Amiens, France: Yvert & Tellier, 192 1. 

Brief hi story and descriptions of stamps 
issued by locals operating circa 1844-60, 

and a few that operated later. Includes Bal­
timore; Boston; Camden, NJ ; Charleston, 
SC; Cheste r, PA; Chicago; C inc inna ti ; 
Cleveland; Frankfort , KY; G len Have n, 

NY; New York City; Phil ade lph ia; Sa int 
Louis , MO; San Franc isco; Troy, NY; 

West-Town, PA; & Washington, DC. Index 
and illustrations. Written entirely in French. 

Coburn, Jesse L. 
Letters of Gold: Cali forn ia Postal History 

Through 1869. 
Canton, OH: U.S. Philatelic C lass ics Socie­

ty, 1984 . 
Brief section on and li st of San Franci sco 

locals operating circa 1849-71. Bibliogra­

phy and illustrat ions. 

Colson, Warren H. 
Postage Stamps and Their Collection, A Se­
ries of Handbooks Describing the Great Col-

lectors and Collections of the World, Number 

l The Bowers Collect ion. 
Boston, MA: Publi shed by author, 1907 . 

Presents the co llecti on of Dr. W. C. Bow­

ers ( 1852- 1926), which included stamps 
of some locals operating in New York City, 

Boston, and Phil adelphia, with re ferences 
to other stamp co ll ec tions. Illustrations. 

Coster, Charl es Henry. 
The United States Locals and Their History. 

New York: Scott, 1877 . 
Includes Balti more; Boston; Charleston, 

SC; C hi cago; C in c in nat i; Co lumbi a, 
Wrightsv ille, and Easton, PA; New Or­

leans; New York City ; Phil adelphia; San 
Francisco; St. Louis; and Washington, DC, 
circa 1846- 1876. Companies indexed. Il­

lustrations. 

Ernst, Carl Wilhe lm. 
Postal Service in Boston, 1639-1 893 . 
Trustees of the Boston Public Li brary, 1975 . 

Service in Boston and all Suffo lk County, 
Cambridge and Somerville in Middlesex 
County, and Brookline in Norfolk Country 
by the Ass istant Pos tmaste r at Boston, 

189 1- 1893. In chronology, entry for June 4, 
1857: "Street Letter-Boxes introduced in 
Boston," and Jul y I, 1863: "Free Delivery 
and Collection service begins. " Appendi x 

(The Neale Patent) and index. 

Ishikawa, Ryohei. 
The United States Stamp 1847-1 869: Ryohei 

Ishikawa collection. 
Publi shed by author, 1982? 

Two co lor copies of local stamps on cov­
ers: Bouton's City Despatch Post in New 
Yo rk, wi th a U.S. 5 cent Franklin and 
Blood 's Despatch Pos t of Phil ade lphia, 
with a U.S. I 0-cent Washington. Repro­
ducti ons are full -sized, or nearl y so, with 
clear markings and legible writing, on page 
22 of 154. Book illustrates private collec­

tion with no explanatory tex t. 
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Karlen, Harvey M ., edito r. 

C hi ca go Pos ta l Hi s tory : se lec ti o ns th at 

honor the collectin g inte rests of Richard McP 

Cabeen. 

Chi cago: Co llectors Club of Chi cago, 197 1. 

Chapter on independent mail s. loca l posts, 

and express servi ces c irca 1840-82. Co m­

panies listed with dates of operation. Sourc­

es in footnotes, illu strati on and maps. 

Kielbow icz, Ri chard B. 

News in the Mail : the Press, Post Office, 

and Public In formation , I 700- ! 860s. Con­

tributions in American History, number 138 . 

New York : G reenwood Press, 1989. 

Scho larl y trac ing of Post Office and posta l 

poli c ies affectin g newspapers and maga­

zines. Chapter six appli es to loca ls. "Most 

troubling .. . was the growth of pri vate mai l 

companies whose intrac ity and interc ity 

services, using newly comple ted rail lines, 

di verted a large portion of the lucrati ve let­

ter mail fro m the post o ffi ce.'' No tes the 

1845 Act exempted " newspapers, pamph­

lets, magazines and peri odi ca ls" from the 

post office monopoly o f de li verin g mail. 

Sources in foo tn o tes , bibli og raphy a nd 

index. 

Knapp, Edward Spring. 

Philate li c Iconography, being illustra tions of 

ra re and unusu a l stamps, covers, and can­

ce llatio n incl uded in the Edward S. Knapp 

collec ti o ns . New York C ity, < 194 1 >. 

Several blac k and white photographs o f 

loca ls, most arc on covers. 

Luff, John N. 

The Postage S tamps of the United S tates. 
New York : Scott S ta mp & Co in Co. , Ltd. , 

1902 <C 1897>. 

Desc ribes loca ls in Ba ltimore ; Boston: 
C harl esto n, SC: Louisv ille, KY; and New 

York C ity: ma inly in connec ti on with car­
ri er stamps. whi ch were issued by organi­
zations carrying mail fo r the Post Office. 

Quotes sources, among them o ffi c ial re­
ports. In "Histori ca l Notes" sec ti on, Luff 

quotes ex tensive ly fro m James Leslie on 

earl y posta l laws and private posts . Illus­

trati ons and index. 

Mikusko , M. Brady. 
Carrie rs in A Common Cause: A History of 
Letter Carriers and the NALC. rev. ed. Wash­

in gton, D.C.: 
National Association of Letter Carriers, 1986. 

History o f National Association o f Letter 

CaITi ers, who. " In the earl y days of the Re­

public rece ived no sal ari es but were per­

milled by Congress to co llect a fee o f two 

cent s fo r eve ry le tte r they de livered ." 

However, most c iti zens chose to pick up 

their mail at the Post Office. Free delivery 

in c ities with 50,000 or more people started 

on Jul y I , 1863 - the first day of the battl e 

of Gettysburg - whe n 449 mail carri e rs 

began serving 49 c ities. Nat ional Assoc ia­

tion of Le tte r Carri e rs was organi zed in 

1889, and book covers mostly post-1 889. 

l l lustrati o ns. 

Mitchell , William H., compil er. 

The S tandard Re ference List of the Pri vate 

Local Postage Stamps o f the United States of 

Ameri ca, inc ludin g those used in Canada, 

Hawa iian Kin gdom and Mexico. 

Trenton, NJ : E. Fitzgeorge, 1887. 

Covers Baltimore. Bayonne, NJ , Boston; 

Broo kl yn: Charl eston, SC. C heste r. NY: 

Chicago: C incinnati ; Easton, PA ; Frank­

fo rd , PA; G len Haven, NY; New Orleans; 

New York C ity ; Phil ade lphi a; San Fran­

ci sco; S t. Lo ui s; Washington, DC. ; West 

Town , PA: Wrightsv ille, PA ; circa I 845-

85 . Includes loca ls with services to Ha­

wa ii. Canada, and Mexico. Index. 

Morri s, Robert Hunte r. 
Postmaste r Robert Morri s of N .Y. : be ing 

letters fo r the pe riod June il.,. 1847 lQ Febru­
ID 21h 1848 . Extrac ted with a commentary 

~ Winthro p .S.,. Boggs. 
New York : Collectors C lub, 1960. 

Short le tter (# 183) to John Boyd, proprie­

tor of Boyd 's Ex press Despatch , and an-
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other (# 178) reporting that Boyd does not 

own the letter box at 17th Street and Ir­

ving Place, New York City. Photograph of 

John T. Boyd on plate 19. Index. 

Patton, Donald Scott 

Boyd's Local Posts in New York City I 844-
1882. 
London, Regent Stamp Co., n.d. 

Traces history of Boyd's and describes 

stamp issues and forgeries. Quotes sources 
in text. 

Patton, Donald Scott 

The Local Posts in Brooklyn, N. Y. I 844-

1882. 
London: Regent Stamp Co.; circa 1967. 

Lists locals, forgeries of their stamps, and 

gives brief history of companies. Sources in 
text. Illustrations. 

Patton, Donald Scott. 

The Private Local Posts of the United States; 

f! study of the history of the adhesive stamps 
with their reprints and forgeries. 

London: Robson Lowe, 1967. 
Superb work covers locals operating circa 
1840-82 in New York State, mainly in New 
York City, Brooklyn, and Glen Haven (near 
Syracuse). Bibliography, illustrations and 

index. 

Perry, Elliott, compiler. 
Byways of Philately: Privately-owned Posts 

and Early Locals: In Memory of H. Warren 
K. Hale. 
Federalsburg, MD: J.W. Stowell Printing 

Co., 1966. 
Mainly covers Hussey's Post, operating 

in New York City circa 1844-83; identi­
fies stamps issued, and notes forgeries. 
Brief chapters on Boyd's City Despatch; 
A.M. Hinckley's Express Co., and Mcln­
tire's City Express Post, all in New York 
City, as well as Floyd's Penny Post of Chi­
cago. Sources in text. Illustrations. 

Perry, Elliott 
The First United States Postage Stamp: 

otherwise known as the United States City 
Despatch Post. 

Beverly, MA: Severn-Wylie-Jewett; 

<1920?> 
Suggests U.S. Post Office Department was 
not as conservative in issuing adhesive 
postage stamps as often alleged. Uses ex­

tensive quotations from Postmaster General 
reports of 1840 and 1842 to trace history of 
Greig's City Despatch Post from founding 

on Feb. I, 1842 to purchase by U.S . Post 
Office on Aug. 16, 1842. 

Perry, Elliott 

One Hundred Years Ago, 1842-1942: com­
memorating the centenary of the first adhe­
sive stamp 1Q be issued to~ delivery of 
letters h.)'. Q1)'. letter carriers in the Unite.d 
States. American Philatelic Society. 1942. 

City Despatch Post began February I, 

1842 in New York City and was purchased 
by the U.S. Post Office on August 16, 1842. 
The City Despatch Post issued, on Febru­

ary I, 1842, the first adhesive postage 
stamp in the United States. Successor locals 
traced until 1856. Sources, chronology, 
maps and illustrations. 

Perry, Elliott 
Pat Paragraphs. 
Takoma Park, MD: Bureau Issues Associa­
tion, 1981. 

Compilation of articles written and pub­

lished by Elliott Perry between June 1931 
and February 1958. Section on locals lists 

about 150 companies operating circa 
1840-88. Some companies and their 
stamps are identified as bogus. Also in-

cluded are forgeries of stamps issued by 
genuine and bogus companies. Cities cov­
ered: Atlantic City, NJ; Baltimore; Boston; 
Brooklyn, Buffalo, NY; Chicago; Cincin­
nati; Fitchburg, MA; Glen Haven, NY; 
Lancaster, PA; Newark , NJ; New York 
City; Philadelphia; San Francisco; Wash­
ington, DC; and Wilmington , DE. Sources 
cited in text. Illustrations and index. 
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NEW-YORK 

CITY DESPATCH POST. 

Principal Office, '16 Wmiam Street. 
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which menu~ logR.h1virltm,•fl may tm obtu.inc:t? (lf tJu, dn~ d,111,·-nf)' of t.lir ~n111 e>; a1 1,I r.h,1 immncH:1ff'I rJ, .. t-lpntA•h nf 11.ny 
l~-t<•· or~mull pa.<•kuf,Cf) rt'lqi1iri11g i r1stu11t. dr.-li,•(1n-y. 

,H.~~DI.\". Thoc,,rt ,atu Bml uxvctlit.im1!1: ,lt?fivrr_y of J\fEt«.".,N.Tll,P. Lr.JTF.:Rff nod Curi-ut.4.Hf' . rir IN,.'JT,\YJONtt ur1,1 
JtBPLDt9. (oit-her uudr,r frtif'! ~tnmp <>r nnpnid ,) nncT ~w•ry ,l.-sl·1·iption of Co1,.nrmnAJ,, P,toYES.q,101-.0 .. anrl S,w,.n Corr<'::1-
(lfmdem·c; Ut11,; brl ngi11g the mn.stdbtt1mt ,,art~ or th,• cily in effect Tlf'..ar to P11r·l1 , , f;i1f"!r, nml pr11\•i,ti11g- t i~: 1non.11,=i ,,r 
ronRb1ot inforcolu-sc n.t, a , ·nry mocl~rAte '"'lm,~. 

ST~ONGLY llE:COMl'IF.NOl:.I) BY 
Mrtt!-fts. Pnnu;. W ARtl & l{nro, 

l"'roi.·11tt-fl 1f rlllt"'fl nut. infrl~~r:_, t•P p,..,,_ 
om1·r .,c1 . 

,1 . \V. & R. T.tF-~V !'TT. 
)f~t, "l'AYl,(.Ut. 
,J. Pn:E&:oTT HALI,. 
F. .. K. Ccu,,,f"M8 .V, Co. 
Jl1t.1.1. B«m·m~H--'i-. 
W. G-. Bur~t. &-: Co. 
AVR'l'IN1 "rn.MFJ"!OT'.'.1(1.~ lt Co. 
HIN1W::'i, DI\O'I'Jll".R..111 & Co. 

M ,~H-~r~. Goo11Hl'fl k.. t:o. 
J A!ll fl!\ )lcC'A1.,. h. Co. 
,J:.,1c) . • l. PA1.t111F.R. 

l'rt· . .:irli•,ir )h•..-,•h:.. 11t i-· H,u,k. 
JNo. H . .v;\1r. "1·,r ~\: .L.io~.!-l . 
Cm1•1·~ & Co. 
s,n'l'Jl, TltT}TWAU. & C(). 
\ 'V ATlSWOl<'l'fl .._i,;,~ S.\1T1'll. 
Aii>AMH, PJt'rtUK & (;1.). 

D. C . • \': \\'. (l.E1,1. &. Cc~. 
Vil. C. P n.rK!tlllSrn1,1, ._'\!; Co . 

)!e,~~n•. ,Jn1t ~ ;1. Aum:nm,i, t· . k . ~- ~ -
..r l~·n•ln11 :1 1111 ,.·.u,,11111·1!11 .• ~,·. /(.·,·. 

[,. N:. t11,,rn1.\N &:. Co. ll • 1-
W. }"' . & f'"'. C . UA\"K.f.:,lF.'I: ER, .r,;, 
Jlttr,KN".--.J> ~\: Dt..'1tnu~. 
\\'.ARHF.'.'f "'- BRISTJi.~'11,. 
}:, D. $\1.f)fUJAt,1, 
.MOR.l'U\f t:o\ll.l,1: . 
Ycm~r;~. l?JTTf;rr & Co. 
·'•Jll}i .1onN~0:'( 0

~ HON. 
~l'Oli'PC•RI•. Ou.r..~-ro~ & Co . 

.....-The Limits of the Despatch Post will extend to Twcnty·-first-st,·cct. 

"' 0 
•:O 

,A 
! ..::.' ... 

The 1842 announcement of the founding of the pioneer New York City Despatch Post, 
reprinted in The Metropolitan Philatelist of Feb. 1894, pp. 208-209. 
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Sidak, J. Gregory & Spulber, Daniel F. 
Protecting Co mpetiti on from the Postal 

Monopoly. 
Washi ngton , DC. : AEI Press, 1996. 
American Enterprise Inst itute work on the 

postal monopoly w ith sec tions on the pri­

vate express statutes, regulation of mailbox­
es, and other matters. Footnotes, bibliogra­

phy and index. 

Sloane, George B. ' 
Sloane's Column ; A Compilation of the Sub­

jects Arranged m'. George T. Turner. 
West Somerville, MA: Bureau Issues Asso­
ciation , 196 1. 

"Sloane's" Column appeared in Stamps , a 

weekly, from 1932-58. Locals section di­
vided into "Locals, General" and "Locals." 

Latter arranged alphabeticall y by company. 
Cites sources and illustrations. 

Spooner, Lysander. 
The Unconstitutionality of the Laws of Con­

gress Prohibiting Pri vate Mails. 
New York: Tribune Printing Establ ishment, 
1844. 

Con tends the Constitution permits Con­
gress, "to estab li sh post-offices and post 
roads." The 27-point argument printed on 
beha lf of the American Letter Mail Com­

pany rejec ts Congressional efforts to sup­
press private mai ls while establi sh ing the 
public post. Presents the Postmaster Gen­
era l's argumen t for exc lusiv ity and a sec­

tion on ex ped iency. 

Tester, H. E. 

The Li terature of Ci ndere ll a Philately. 
London : Cindere lla Stamp C lub, 1972. 
Two-page bibliography of books and ar­
ticles on U.S. locals . 

Tiffany, John K. 
The History of The Postage Stamps of The 
United States of America. 
St. Louis, MO: C. H. Mekee l, 1887. 

Has a history of the City Despatch Post 
fo unded in New York City by A.M. Greig 

111 1842 and bought out by the U.S. Post 
Office to become U.S. Ci ty Despatch Post 

that same year. Reproduces text of the Post 
Office Department le tter and a notice of 

serv ices offered in 1843. 

United States Postal Service. 

Guide to the Adm inistration of the Private 
Ex press Statutes. 

Pub lication 105, April 1997. 
Statutory reference and definition fo r a 

le tter, message, materi al not cons idered 

letters, post routes, private carriage and ex­
tremely urgent leuer. Eleven advisory opin­

ions of the statutes from USPS Genera l 
Counse l's office. An " internal doc ument 

fo r the manage rs of business mai l entry 
and the personnel of the Chicago Rates 

and C lass ification Service Center. ... " 

JOURNAL 
ARTICLES 

Abt, Henry E. " Boyd's City Express Post." 

Chapters 1-8, Co llectors Club Philateli st 28, 
no. 3 (July 1949): 163-1 7 1; no. 4, (Octobe r 
1949): 272-286; 29, no. I (January 1950): 

13-29; no. 2 (March 1950): 97-114; no. 3 
(May 1950): I 59-74; no. 4 (J ul y 1950): 2 19-
4 1; no. 5 (September 1950): 295-3 13; no. 6 

(November 1950): 37 1-389. 
Acco unt of Boyd ' s between 1842-69 in 

contex t o f New York urban history. Sourc­
es and II lustrati ons. 

Abt, Henry E. "Locals ... A Field for the En­

thusiastic Coll ector With Philatelic Scholar­
ship Ideas ." Covers 13, no. 5 (May 1953): 

16-22. 

Autho r discusses how he began collecting 
stamps of loca l posts, the ir importance to 
the hi story of American philately, the pleas­
ure of co llec ting them , and the need fo r 
scholarship. Illustrations. 

Abt, Henry E. "The New York Penny Post, 
The Beginning of the Story." Collectors Club 
Philateli st 28, no. 2 (April 1949): I 00-105. 

Penn y Post served New York C ity c irca 
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1839 -1 842 a nd was pre d ecesso r of 
(G reig 's) C ity Despatch Post. 

Abt, Henry E. " United States Locals, A Basic 
Force in Postal Progress .'· Stamps 51 , no 4 

(A pril 28, 1945): l 28 -1 29; no. 9 (June 2, 
1945): 302-303; no. 12 (June 30, 1945): 446-

448 ; 52: no. 4 (July 28 , 1945: 124- 127 ; no 9 
(September I, 1945): 295-296, 302-303 ; I 
(Oc tober I, 1945): 58-60, 62. 

Traces ri se and fall of loca ls. September 
articl e graphs private city post operations 
from 184 1- 1877. Sources and illustrati ons. 

Boker, John R. Jr. " Ha le & Co. Boston , 
Mass. An Independe nt Mail Carrier." Col­

lec tors Club Philatelist 41, no. 5 (Septem­
ber 1962): 2 13-2 19. 

Contains unpu bli shed leller dated Dec. 12, 
1887, from Hale, then 87 years o ld , to un­
known addressee describing ori gi nals and 
stating why Hale stamps are so rare. Leiter 

describes Ha le 's originals. Leller was in 
author 's coll ection. Illustrat ions. 

Bulkley, Grant. "Hale & Company, The In­

dependent Mail Post 1844-1 845." American 
Philatelist 92, no. 5 (May 1978): 477-81. 

Hale's expanded rapidly and linked up with 
other companies, primarily serving New 
York City and New England until the fed­
eral government forced it out o f business. 

Illustrations of covers. 

Cabeen, Richard McP. " Allen' s C ity Dis­
patch. " Collectors Club Philatelist 22, no. 2 
(April 1943): 116. 

An instance of confli ct between commer­
cial and government mail serv ice. Edward 
R. Allen , fo under of the Chicago local, was 
arrested by postal authorities in February 
1883 for creating a pri vate mail service. 

Gregory, Charles. "The Hale & Co. Post wi th 
an account of a New Discovery. ·· The Met­
ropolitan Philatelist 4, no. IO (January 1894 ): 
177- 182. 

C la ims unchanged Post Office le tter rates 

for le tte rs from pre- Revolutionary War 
times to Po lk Administration ( 1845-49) 

produced climate for private posts. The 
di scovery was "an unsevered pair of the 

first type in red, and a single spec imen of 
the blue ... ," all surcharged. 

Greig, Alexander M. The Metropolitan Phi­
late li st 4 , no. 11 (February 1894 ): 208-209. 

Reprin t of New York C ity Despatch Post 
circular o f 1842, with plan and ex tent of 
service, with principal o ffice at 46 Willi am 
Street, with service to 2 1st Street. "Letter 

boxes are placed throughout every part of 
the C ity in conspicuous places; and all let­

ters deposited therein not exceeding two 
ounces in weight will be punctually deliv­
ered three times a day at 9, I and 4 o'clock, 
at three cents each .... " 

Hahn , Cal vet M. "Adams' C ity Express and 
the C ity Ex press Post." Postal History Jour­
nal 92 (June 1992): 12-25; 93 (Oc tober 

1992): 6-19. 
Analysis of stamps and covers o f the two 

posts which operated in New York City, 
circa 1849-1852, to determine the history 
and relationship of the two locals. Sources 

cited and quoted in text and illustrations. 

Hahn , Calvet M. "Adams ' Express and In­

depe nden t Mail. " Collectors Club Philate­
li st 69 , no. 3 (May-June 1990) : 18 1-239. 

Adams ' o ri g inated in Boston circa 1840 
and soon expanded to New York City, and 
continued mail operations until 1845, after 
which it operated as an express and invest­
ment concern. Article focuses on mail op­
erations. Sources in tex t. Illustrati ons. 

Hahn , Cal vet M. 'The Incunabula of Phil a­
telic Literature on Locals and Carriers." Col­
lec tors C lub Philateli st 72, no. 3 (May-June 
1993): 18 1-185; no. 4 (July-August 1993): 
2 13-226; no. 5 (September-October 1993): 
295-307; no 6 (November-February 1994) : 
17-27 ; no. 2 (March-April 1994): 85-100. 

Considers the period of c irca 1860-75 as 
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the birth of stamp collecting literature and 
Charles H. Coster's United States Locals 

and Their History (noted above in BOOKS 
section) as a basic work in the study of lo­
cals. Research on early dealers, catalogs, il­

lustrated and priced catalogs, and albums in 
an attempt to separate gen uine issues from 

forgeries. Discusses Winans local; Winans 
adhesives; International Letter Express; In­
ternational Express adhesives; Warwick's 
City Dispatch; Warwick adhesives, Smiths 

Express Post, Smith City adhesives; Hour­
ly Express Post and adhesives ; Hanley's 
Express Post and Souter & Co. 's City Let­

ter Dispatch, among others. 

Hale, H. Warren K. " Boyd 's City Express 
Post. " Co llectors Club Philatelist I 0, no. 3 
(July 1931 ): 239-242. 

Check list and description of stamp issues 
1844-1867 for service in New York City. 

Harvey, Edward T. "B lood 's Dispatch." The 

Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issue 
4 1, no. 4 (November 1989): 230-46. 

Traces Blood's Despatch of Philadelphia 
circa 1842- 1862. Describes impact of fed­

era l legis lat ion of 1845 and 1861 , along 
with the 1860 deci s ion of the U.S. Circuit 
Court, Eastern District, Pennsylvania, on 
forcing locals, among them Blood 's, out 
of business. Uses city directory and other 
sources contemporary with period. Illus­
trations, lists of references, chronology and 
map. 

Hen nan , C larence. "Chicago - The Stamps 

and Mail Service of the Private Posts ." Sec­
ond American Philatelic Congress Book. 
American Philatelic Society ( 1936): 24-34. 

After analyz ing stamps and available in­
formation, and warning of counterfeit is­
sues, concludes that the fo llowing locals 
are gen uine: Wells & Co. - Letter Express; 
McMillan's Despatch Post; Bronson & 
Forbes' City Express Post; Moody 's Penny 
Dispatch: Whittelsey's Express, Brady and 
Co. 's Chicago Penny Post; Floyd 's Penny 
Post ; Chicago Penny Post; Allen 's City 
Dispatch. Sources in text. Illustrations. 

"Honor to James W. Hale ." Mekeel's Week­

i):'. Stamp News 3 (February 16, 1893): 2. 
Biographical sketch of Hale (180 I-circa 
189 1 ), described as "author of the Ameri ­

can cheap postal system." He founded Hale 
& Company which served mainly New 
England , with branches to other c ities. 

Hunter, Frederick W. " Boyd's City Post, 

Reference List of Adhesive Stamps ." The 
Metropolitan Philatelist 2, no . 8 (November 

189 1): 157-1 61. 
Paper read before the Philatelic Society 
[N.Y.C] on August 13, 189 1, presenting 

history of Boyd's, with a reference list of its 
adhes ive stamps. Paper says Boyd's started 

in 1844 at 70 Grove Street and moved in 
1845 to 45 William Street. It opines that the 

post ceased business from 1861 to 1863. 
Revived by William Blackham in 1863 at 

45 William Street and by 1888 was at 5 
Mun-ay Street, "where it is still doing busi­
ness in delivering, mailing, folding and ad­

dressing mail matter." 

Hunter, Frederick W. "The Metropolitan Er­
rand and Carrier Express Company." The 

Metropolitan Philatelist 4, no. 12 (March , 
1893): 211-216. 

Only local with "a charter from a State to 
transact a business which the Un ited States 
Government claims as a monopoly." From 

August 1855, the "company cons isted in 
collecting and delivering letters and parcels 
to or from any house in the city [New York] 
to any part of the world ... ," with an office at 

11 Pine Street. Reference listing of adhe­

sive stamps issued attached. 

Kane, Carl E. with Lee L. Kane. "George 
Hussey, Stamp Dealer." Collectors Club Phi­
latelist 6 1, no. 4 (ju ly 1982): 228-232. 

Portrays George Hussey, of Hussey's Post, 
as a master forger of loca ls and other 
stamps. Footnotes and illustrations. 

Kelly, Denwood N. "Private Posts in Balti­
more 1844-1860." Collectors Club Philatelist 
50, no. 2 (March 1971 ): 83-96; no 3 (May 

20 THE PENNY POST I Vol. 7 No. 3 I July /997 



1971): 146-168; no. 4 (Ju ly 1971): 2 19-23 1; 

no. 5 (September 1971 ): 290-305; no. 6 (No­
vember 1971 ): 355-363. 

Summari zes the follo wing independent 

mail and loca l posts and dates of opera­
tion: American Letter Mai l Company, Hale 

& Co., City Despatch Post, Johnson & Co. 
City Despatch Post, E.M.B. , Butcher & 
Sandy 's Despatch Post, Stringer & Mor­
ton's One Cent Despatch, A. B. Post. City 
One Cent Dispatch, Cook's Despatch , De­

spatch Post, Davis' Penny Post, One Cent 
Despatch, John Wiley & Co., Wood & Co., 
Graffl in 's Despatch: Ricketts & Hall , Turn­

er ' s Despatch ; Winan's City Post. Sources 

in text. Illustrations. 

Klemann, John A. "Greig's C ity Despatch, 
New York's First Postage Stamp." S ixth 

American Ph ilatelic Congress Book. No­
vember 29-December I, 1940); 28-32. 

Quotes circular of February 15, 1842 es­

tablishing the local post, the Post Office 
Department letter of August I, 1842 pur­

chas in g the local pos t, and letters on 
Greig 's resignation from the enterprise in 
late I 844. Illustrations. 

Lev i, Frank S. J r. "The Plating of the City 
Despatch Post Stamps 1842- 1850." Collec­
tors Club Philate li st 34, no. 2 (March 1951 ): 

61-75. 
Plating is locating the origina l position of 
stamps on a sheet using tiny marks on the 

stamps and margins. City Despatch Post 
operated in New York City. 

Lowe, Robson. " Blood 's Penny Post." Col­
lectors Club Philatelist 43 , no. 4 (July 1964): 
205-225 ; 47, no. 3 (May 1968): 142, 184. 

July 1964 article analyzes chronologica l 
order in which Blood's Penny Post operat­
ed in Phil adelph ia circa 1845-61, and is­
sued its stamps. May 1968 art icle changes 
some conclusions of July 1964 article. Il­
lustrations. 

Needham, H.C. 'To the Col lectors C lub, its 
officers, directors and members." The Met-

ropolitan Philatelist, 31, no . 12 (June 14, 

1913): 92. 
Letter to the Club, referring to gold medal 
received from it for his collection of United 

States Local Post stamps. Considers col­
lections of Charles H. Coster and Clarence 

H. Chapman (gathered and arranged by 
Charles T. Harbeck) superior. Recognizes 
contributions of Coster, Sanford, Harbeck 

and J.W. Scott in compil ing his art icles on 
U.S . locals. The Metropolitan Philatelist 

was the house organ for J.W. Scott Com­

pany (October 18, 1913: 168). 

Official Opin ions of the Assistant Attorneys­

General for the Post Office Department from 
March 1.8_, 1892 to October 21, 1905. Wash­
ington, D.C.: GPO, 3 (1909) 162-3. 

Opinion No. 1122, May 21, 1897. The en­
tire abstract: "The streets of cities where 

free-deli very service has not been estab­
lished are not post-routes within the statutes 

forbidding the establishment of a private 
express; and the operation of a private ser­
vice for the carriage and delivery of mail 
matter, including sealed letters, on which 
no postage has been paid is not prohibited 

by such statutes." 

Perry, Elliott. "1 00 Years Ago, Supplemen­
tary Notes on the Centenary Handbook of 
1942." Collectors C lub Philatelist 28, no. I 
(January 1949): 3-31; no. 2 (April 1949): 
114-124; no 3 (July 1949): 223-226); 29, no. 

I (January 1950): 55-57. 
Presents ev idence that stamps issued by 
United States City Despatch Post, former­
ly (Greig's) C ity Despatch Post in New 
York City, were the first United States post­

age stamps. 

Perry. Elliott. "Stamps of the U.S. Letter Ex­
press." Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News 36, 
no. 42 (October 21, 1922): 509-11. 

Believes this firm did not exist, and stamps 
of this concern , "on yellowish white wove 
paper, unwate rmarked" are "space-fill­
ers ... openl y sold for just what they were, 
imitations, at nominal prices," by stamp 
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dealers Hussey, Kline, Taylor and one or 

two others. 

Petri , Pitt. Private Loca l Posts in Buffalo, 
N.Y." Collectors Club Philatelist 32, no. 2 
(March 1953): 77-92. 

Brief hi stories of Cutting's Dispatch Post, 

1845-56; Spau lding 's Penny Post, 1847-
c irca 1849; Hinwood & Co's Dispatch, 
1849 -circa 1850; Locomotive Express 
Post, 1849-circa 185 1. Sources c ited in 
text. Ill us trations. 

Philli ps, H.B. "Santa 's Fresno and San Fran­

c isco Bicyc le Mail Frank ." Fi latelic Facts 
and Fall acies2, no. lO(July 1894): 163- 165, 
168- 170. 

Apparentl y written fro m personal knowl­
edge, author describes in detail Santa's Bi­

cycle Post, which operated between San 
Franc isco and Fresno from Jul y 6 to Jul y 
18, 1894 during a ra il road stri ke. 

Rogers, Lindsay. 'The Postal Power of Con­
gress ; a study in Constitutional Expansion." 

Johns Hopkins Uni vers ity Studies in Histor­
ical and Political Sc ience 34, no. 2 ( 19 16): 9-
189. 

Scho larly work on Congressional estab­
li shment of the U.S. Post Office. The extent 
and scope of the postal monopoly affecting 
private de liveries of mail is presented on 
pages 4 1-45. Contends that there is no dis­

puting the "power of Congress to estab­
li sh a monopoly by forbidding private post­
al enterprises." Cites sources; table of lega l 
cases (4 pp.) ; and index . 

Schoenfe ld , Abe . " Brooklyn Independent 
Carri ers." Stamps 33, no. 6 (November 9, 
1940): 2 10. 

Stud y based on c ity d irectori es covers 
1846- 1857. Mentions Walton & Co.'s City 

Express Post, Kidder's City Express Post. 
and Brooklyn C ity Express. 

Scott, John Walter. The Metropolitan Phi­
lateli st, 18 no. 25 (March 2 1, 1903): 196. 

Ed itorial by stamp dea ler - and fa ther of 

U.S. philately - admiring Harbeck's stamp 

albums of U.S . locals shown at Phi latelic 

Society [N.Y.C.] meeting noting, " Locals 
furni sh a hi story of the country's growth. 
Govern men t issues can be co ll ec ted by 

childre n. Locals require study by the best 
intell ects of amateurs. " Also notes "Local 
stamps have been neg lected for many years 
and probably will never again be fash iona­
ble . Ten new co llectors would put prices at 
such a figure that none but millionaires 

could compe te. The average loca l was 
printed by the hundred, against millions in 

government stamps." 

Stern, Franc is E. "The Hartford , Co nn. 
Stamps." Collectors Club Philatelist 41, no. 3 

(May 1962): 109- 11 7. 
Re lates personal search for the " Hartford 
Local" issued circa 1844. Sources in text. 

Illustrations. 

Stets, Robert J . "U.S. Government Author­
ized Private Mail Servi ce 1787- 1800." Parts 

1-3. The Chronicle of the U.S. C lassic Post­
ill Issues. 44, no. 4 (November 1992): 233-
37; 45, no. I (February 1993: 9-1 3; no. 2 

(May 1993): 83-97. 
Private postal service "where Congress and 

the U.S. Post O ffi ce decided it was not 
' profi table' to suppl y that service." Presents 
three types of posts: I) under contract to the 
Post Office; 2) operated by loca l govern­

ments; and 3) indi viduall y operated posts; 

circa 1840-6 1. 

Trenchard. Herbert A. "Can-iers and Locals at 
Aucti on." [Accepted for publication by The 

Penny Post.] 
12,852+ lots of carrier and loca l s tamps 
sold in 37 "name" (prom inent co ll ectors) 
and 14 auction house sales, from the 1890s 
to 1980. Includes an introduction to stamp 
aucti ons from 1870 to 1890s. 

Yan Den Berg, George. "Philatelic Notes.' ' 
Stamps. 4 1, no. 2 (October 10, 1942): 56-7. 
Co ll ec ting loca ls " is the least-deve loped 
group in the U.S.A . field .... " Identifi es con-
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temporary collectors of locals: Hurt and Wil­

li ams brothers ; Frank A. Hollowbu sh of Al­
lenhurst, NJ ; H.W.K. Hale of Montreal; and 
George S loane of NYC. 

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 

OPINIONS Philate lic Expertizi ng 

= An Inside View. 
New York: The Philate li c Foundation. 

Series of numbered volumes - the last was 
YI published in 1992 - containing articles 
summari zi ng the views of expert philatelists 

on such problems as authenticity of stamps , 
including stamps from loca ls and indepen­
dent posts, submitted for examinati on. 

Schwartz, Richard. 'The Little Stamp that 

Missed the Boat: A Prince 's Letter Dis­
patch on Cover. " OPINIONS II ( 1984): 

146-149. Examination of whether a stamp 

of the Princes Letter Dispatch, which op­
erated between Portland, ME and Boston, 
and its cancell ation are genuine . 

Schwartz, Richard. "The Long, Long 
Road to Acceptance: A First Day Cover of 
the U.S. C ity Despatch. OPINIONS YI 

( 1992): 1-6. Examination of the authentic­

ity of a first day cover bearing the 3 cent 
C ity Despatch Post stamp. 

AUCTION CATALOGS 
These publicati ons are arranged alphabeti­

ca lly by auction house and chronolog ically 
within the named house. Selected auction 
catalogs have been cataloged for thi s branch 
of the Smithsonian . They are shelved in the 
book collection by call number. Search the li ­
brary catalog for stamp catalogs , too. World­
wide web address: http:// www. S IRIS . S I. 
EDU. See Trenchard, above, for a compre­
hensive li sting of auctions. 

Alfred H. Caspary Collection. H.R. Harmer, 
Inc. , NY, March 18-2 1, 1957. 

An 87-page li sting (Sale 8) of United States 
carri er and local stamps - a comprehen­
sive co llection sold at public auction . Il ­
lustrations. 

Louise Boyd Dale and Alfred .E Lichtenstein 

Collections. Hanners of New York Inc., April 
19, 1989 . 

Sale 12, with eight lots of local stamps, in­
cluding a 3-cent C ity Despatch Post stamp 
on cover. Illustrations. 

Edward _S_, Knapp Collection of United States 

and Foreign Postage Stamps. Catalogued by 
the Philatelic Research Laboratories Inc., for 

public sa le at the Parke-Bernet Galleries, 
194 1, pp. 94- 132. 

Lists locals alphabetically, often with dates 
of operation, and gives catalog values. 

Joseph B. Leavy Collection of United States 
Stamps. Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Ltd ., NY, 
March 15 & 16, 1897 . 

Listed are 228 lots of carrier (p. 54-7) and 
local (p. 64-9) stamps from collection of 
first philatelist ( 19 13- 192 1) of the U .S.Na­
tional Museum, Smithsonian Institution ; 

entire sa le reali zed $ 11 ,200; held at The 
Co ll ectors Club, NYC. Leavy was a NYC 
res ident and member of the Club before 
joining the Smithsonian. 

Ambassador L William Middendorf IL Col­
lection of Carri ers and Loca ls. Ri chard C. 

Frajola , Inc. , Danbury, Ct. (No date g iven) . 
Price catalog with section on locals li sting 
companies alphabetically, o ften with short 
hi story. Areas represented: Atlantic City, 
NJ; Baltimore; Bayonne, NJ; Boston, MA; 
Brookl yn; Camden, NJ;Chester, NY;Chi­

cago; Cincinnati : Cleveland: Detroit; Eas­
ton, PA ; Glen Haven, NY; Hartford , CT; 
Hopeda le, PA; Milleville, NJ; Morrisville, 

PA ; Newark, NJ; New Orleans; New York 
City ; Philade lphi a, and San Francisco. 
Color illustra tions. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt General Collec­
tion . H.R. Harmer, Inc. , NY, February 4-5 , 
1946. 

One lot (one cover): Cook 's Dispatch of 
Baltimore from FDR's stamp collection, a 
portion of which was sold at public auction. 
Illustrations. 
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STAMP CATALOG 
Scott 's S pec ia li zed Cata lo gue of United 

States Stamps. (Sidney, OH: Scott Publishing 
Co.) . 

Catalog of postage stamps, with definiti ve 
li sting of issues of the United States. Gives 
de finiti on, illustrations, and prices of car­

riers and loca ls; updated yearl y. 

INDICES 
CIS Index 1.Q U.S. Executive Branch Docu­

ments. 1789-1 909: guide 1Q documents li sted 
in C hec kli st o f U. S . Public Doc ume nts. 

1789-1 909. not printed in the U.S. Serial Set. 
Bethesda, MD: Congressiona l In formation 
Service., 1990- 1994 . 

Mass ive index ing and filming project of 
doc ume nts fro m ra tifi cati on of the U.S. 

Constitution to 1909. Library has part six o f 
six parts, without the corresponding full ­
text micro fi che of the documents. Part six 
covers the Post Office Department. 

Index .tQ. the Cinderella Philatelist 196 1-1 985 
and to The Private Post 1977- 1985. 
London: L.N . Willi ams, 1987. Crane, Ian 

D., Compiler. 

These two journa ls offer many articles 
o n loca l pos ts and inde pe nde nt ma il s 
worldwide. The two separate indices have 
subject and author sections. 

Author Index 1Q the American Philatelist. 
Vo l. 1- 100 (1887- 1986). State College, PA: 
American Philatelic Society, 1990. Peterson, 

Charl es J. , Compiler. 
Index to the offici a l publi cation of the 

American Phil ate li c Soc iety. 

Geographical Index .tQ. the American Philat­
elist. Vo l. 1- 100 ( 1887-1 986). State Coll ege, 
PA: Ameri can Phil ateli c Society, 1990. Pe­
terson, Charles J ., Compiler. 

Index to the offic ia l publi cat ion of the 
American Philatelic Soc iety, arranged al­
phabetica ll y by country. 

The Penny Post Cumulati ve Index. Vol. Ll 
(June 199 1-0ctober 1995). Peterson, Charles 

J., Compile r. 
The Penny Post is pu blished quarterl y by 
The Carri ers and Locals Soc iety, P. O. Box 
1574, Dayton OH 4540 I. Arranged by au­
thor and subject. The Soc iety encourages 
the study of private mail companies of the 

nineteenth century, including carriers and 
loca ls, and their postal emiss ions. 

"The Ricketts Index of United States and 
Possess ions." Philate lic Literature Review 
44, no. I ( I st Quarter 1995): 38-63; no. 2 
(2nd Quarter 1995): 126-75; no. 3 (3 rd Quar­

ter 1995): 2 16-64; no. 4 (4th Quarter 1995): 
308-60); 45 , no. I (1 st Quarter 1996): 20-
59; no. 2 (2nd Quarter 1996): I 08-46; no. 3 

(3 rd Qu arter 1996): 192-246 ; no. 4 (4th 
Quarter 1996): 294-335; 46, no. I ( I st Quar­
ter 1997): 16-65; no . 2 (2nd Quarter 1997): 

[to be published]. 
Ricketts, Willi am R. compile r. 

Ex tensive index ing of carriers a1ticles ( I st 

quarter 1995), seven pages, and locals ( 4th 
quarter 1995), 32 pages, by "the greatest in­

dexer in philatelic history." [PLR, 44, I :4). 

Ori g in a l cards in the co llec tio n of the 
Smithsonian Institution Libraries. 

"United States Loca l Secti on of the Phila­

telic Literature Bibliography Index ... ," Phil­
atelic Literature Review 39, no. 2 (2nd Quar­
ter 1990): 9 1-1 26; no. 3 (3 rd Quarter): I 73-
215 . 
Ricketts, Willi am R., compiler. 

Reprint of 19 15 United Stamp Company 
Herald publicati on. This was a section of 
the American Philatelic Society Philatelic 
Index, 19 11 to 1926, which stopped at the 
end of the letter "G." 
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CHICAGO. ~ CHICAGO. 

Figure 1: Roth example. Figure 2: Kane specimen. 

MOODY'S PENNY 
DISPATCH: AN UPDATE 

By Steven M. Roth 

T here were a number of fo llowups to 

my Moody ' s forger ies article , includ­

ing feedback from Society membe rs Geoff 

Rosamond, Carl Kane and Larry Lyons. 

In my report on Forgery A, l stated that I 

had never seen (nor did I know anyone who 

had seen) an actual Forgery A, as opposed to 

the c ut in M oe ns. Now, Briti sh member 

Geoff Rosamond has sent me a photocopy of 

a Forgery A. It measures 16 x 26 mm. It is 

black on vermilion as reported by Moens. 

Member Carl Kane sent me for inspec tion 
an unusual block of four of Hussey's Type B 

fo rgery. By coincidence.just before the orig­

inal Moody 's article was publi shed in Vol. 7, 

No. 2 of the Pennr Post (A pril l 997), I a lso 

acq uired, at a local stamp show and as pait of 
a mi xed lot of counteli'eit and gen uine locals 

and caiTiers stamps, a similar block of four of 

Forgery B. My example is identical to the 

one Carl had sent me. My specimen is illus­

trated here as Figure 1. 
The stamps shown in Figure I are exact ly 

li ke Forgery B. Howe ve r, as Carl Kane 

pointed out to me in hi s le tter, these two 

blocks (Figures 1 & 2) were printed on ve ry 

so ft , porou s, laid paper, quite unlike any 
paper usually found in respec t of Hussey's 

fo rgeries. Furthermore, the spacing of the 

cl iches - in both my example and Carl 's - is 

different from th e Hussey's Forgery B 

shown in the first arti cle at page 12. 

In Carl's spec imen (Figure 2), more so than 

on mine, the inking varies in intensity. Carl 

hypothes izes that thi s (taken together with 

the unusual spac ing of the images) might 

indicate that the printer was running a tri al 

proof. 
Gordon Stimmell says the variance of ink­

ing could simply be clue to separate "pull s", 

as each time a new sheet of paper is intro­

duced , the ink varies, so a late pull would 

have fading ink, and also ink distributio n 

va ri es depe nding on the prowes s of the 

printer in brushing or lay ing it on. As most 

of these amateur forgeries were small runs 

with onl y a handful of cliches, he submits 
that such variance is a lmost a constant fea­

ture , as fickl e as the humidity. 
Larry Lyons examined hi s collection and 

contributes the following new colors to my 

Moody ' s update: 

Bogus I : Black on green. 

Bogus 3: Black on dark tan; black on 

ye llow-orange; black. 
Bogus 4: Orange on white. 
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WINAN'S CITY POST: 
A FORGERIES OVERVIEW 

By Carl E. Kane 

T here are four major studies (see Bibli ­
ography) of the forgeries of Winans' 

C ity Post. Whe n it co mes to o rgani z in g 
stamps into a presentable study, it is helpful 

to conelate the data presented by these stu d­
ies . This article prov ides a cross reference of 
those types in chart form. 

We will present Patton' s 11 d ifferent for­
gery types, correct a few errors, add some 
other reported colors, offer additional info r­
mati on on Type A forge ries by Hussey and 

pose a fe w questi ons. This study will the n 
present seven additional forgery types. 

The stamps of Winans' City Post, a bogus 
local , have been sold to collectors of United 
States local stamps for so long and with such 
vigor that the number of different forgeries is 

even greater than is fo und for most of the 
popular legitimate local posts. Bogus or gen­

uine, thi s unusual design is outstanding in 
the fi eld of local express stamps. 

Richard Fraj o la has determined that the 
Winans famil y were designers of steam lo­
comotives in Baltimore and proposes that 
fo r hi s design W in ans chose a smok in g 
(steaming) retort with wings to signify speed. 
Another theory, mentioned by Perry and Pat­
ton, was that the des ign was inspired by a 
C rimean War hand g renade . Th at was a 
motif of the moment because the local post 

(if it existed as a genuine post) likely operat­
ed during the same time that war was raging. 

Now, when collec tors pick up a W inans ' 
City Post stamp, they wonder where it came 
from, who made it, when, how many, and 
what makes it diffe rent fro m other W inans ' 
stamps. It is not enough to know it is one of 
the fo ur diffe rent values. What about the 
paper, the co lor of the ink and the di stin­
gui shing charac te ri sti cs'l That is when it 

he lps to know what literature references are 
avail able . 

In order to build on previous knowledge, we 
w ill use Donald Patton 's type descriptions 

for types A though K. Richard Frajo la ' s and 
Sherwood Springer' s types will bring these­
ries further along with types L th rough P. 

T he re is a new type from my co llec tion 
which is type Q, and another new type, R, 
from Gordon Stimmell ' s holding. 

Because the Patton study is avail able only 

from The Philatelist of December, l 958 and 
January, 1959, there are few copies available. 
Patton' s articl e is partl y reproduced here, 

giving photos o f types B thro ugh K. The 
other references are more commonl y availa­
ble, so thi s li sting will include only the in­
fo rmati on from them which g ives the de­
scription of some of the types L through R. 
That will ex tend the classification of forgery 
types in the Patton sequence. 

PATTON'S TYPE A 
BY HUSSEY 

We beg in with an update of informati on of 
type A, Hussey ' s producti on. Patton shows 
onl y two positions in the vertica l setting of 
four stamps in the 2 cents value in the early 

setting and none in the late setting, so the 
Frajol a study is particul arly useful. It illus­
trates the four sub-types in both the early 
and th e late se ttin g of the shee t of four 
stamps along with their di stingui shing char­
acteri sti cs. It is offered here with a few ad­
ditional characteri sti cs to identi fy the four 
sub-types in each setting. (Figure 1). 

It helps to add one characteri sti c for sub­
type bin order to eas il y differenti ate it from 
sub-type a. O n sub-type b, the head of the 
P/POST is dented. 
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Figure 1 - Patton A 
Early setting, 2 cents 
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Figure 1 - Patton A 
Late setting, 2 cents 
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Early 2 cents: Black/ vert. laid, from top: Types c, 1, c, b. 
Late 2 cents: Black on wove, from top: Types a, d, c, b. 

Figure 2 - Patton A 
3rd intermediate 
setting, Scents 

Early S cents (not shown) from top: Types d, a, c, b. 
3rd intermediate S cents: Types b, a, a, b (tete beche). 

The Sub-types for the 2 cents: 
Subtype a - OS of POST close together, retouched bottom right corner 
(early state, no solid spot flaw; late state, solid spot flaw in ball). 
Subtype b - OS of POST close together, no flaw on bomb. 
Subtype c - OS of POST spaced correctly, white flaw in bomb below wing 
(early state, oval shaped flaw; late state, circle shaped flaw). 
Subtype d - OS of POST spaced correctly, no flaw in bomb. 
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Figure 3 
4th setting S cents 

The Sub-types for the S cents: 

"\/'v'IN ..ANs• 
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Figure 4 
Early setting 10 cents 

Figure 4 
Late setting 10 cents 

Early setting 10 cents: From top, Types d, a, c, b . 
Late setting 10 cents: From top, Types a, d, c, b. 

Subtype a - OS of POST close together, retouched bottom right corner 
(early state, no solid spot flaw, intermediate state, no solid spot flaw). 
Subtype b - OS of POST close together, no flaw in bomb, loop of P/POST 
is dented on top. 
Subtype c - OS of POST spaced correctly, white flaw in bomb below wing. 
Subtype d, OS of POST spaced correctly, large apostrophe in WINANS'. 

The Sub-types for the 10 cents: 
Subtype a - Early, no solid spot flaw. Late, flaw in ball, 1/10 is set lower. 
Subtype b - Loop of P of POST is dented on top. Early, no breaks in bot­
tom line of background. Late, break above 0/10, 0/10 is set lower. 
Subtype c - White flaw in bomb below wing. Late, vertical mark to left of 10. 
Subtype d - Upper left serif of W/WINANS' is broken. 
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Figure 5 - sub-type b. Figure 7 - sub-type X-1. Figure 8 - sub-type X-2. 

In the 5 cents, Patton shows a vertical sheet 

of three stamps plus a single for the top po­
sition of the early setting. That illustration is 
wrong, because the s ingle stamp should be 

placed at the bottom of the three stamp sheet. 
It is the sub-type b with the dent in the head 
of P/POST. 

Patton 's illustration II of the 5 cents shows 
a vertical spacing of 4 I /2 to 5 mm between 

the stamps, and he calls it the first setting. It 
is probably the late setting, because it match­

es the spacing of the late setting of the 20 
cents. The early setting of both the 2 cents 

and the IO cents show a narrow spacing of 3 
mm. There is no avail able sheet of the early 
setting of the 5 cents but it can be recon­

structed by comparing sub-types with the 
early setting of the 2 cents and IO cents. 

There is a third intermediate setting for the 
5 cents: a vertical pair with a very wide 
space, 10 mm, between the stamps. Sub-type 
b is placed above sub-type a, which shows no 
solid spot flaw in the ball, (Figure 2). A new 
discovery reveals this pair was printed tete­
beche in a work and turn to create a vertical 
strip of four. 

Finally, there is a fourth setting for the 5 
cents which has the same vertical spacing, 4 
1/2 to 5 mm between stamps as the late set­
ting of the 2 cents and 20 cents. It shows 
sub-type a retouched to remove the so lid 
spot flaw in the ball , and sub-type c re­
touched to remove the white flaw in the cen­
ter of the ball (Figure 3) . 

Patton shows no sheet of four for the early 

or late setting of the IO cents. We show a 
sheet of four for the early setting and the 
sub-types are the same as the 2 cents early 
setting. Because we have not found a sheet of 
four for the late setting, we reconstructed 

the sheet of four by matching the four sub­
types to those of the late setting of the 20 
cents sheet. The two settings are shown (Fig­
ure 4) with the distinguishing characteris­

tics to ide ntify the four sub-types in each 

setting. 
Just as in the 5 cents, which has an inter­

mediate se tting with IO mm between the 

stamps, we have a IO cents, sub-type b, (Fig­
ure 5) with margins that fit exactly into the 
top position in the same format as the pair of 
5 cents shown in the third setting. 

The Patton illustration IV of the 20 cents 

value shows the late setting. There is also a 
third setting which comes after the late set­
ting. The chart (Figure 6) shows a partial 
reconstruction of the early state setting and 

part of a reconstruction of the third setting. 

There may be other settings of the Hussey 
Type A forgeries because there are stamps 
that do not fit into the presently known Hus­
sey printings. They are: 

X-1: This is a sub-type a which has the 

spacing of the 2 and CENTS of the late set­
ting, but there is no solid spot flaw on the ball 

(Figure 7). 

X-2: This appears to be a sub-type a of the 
early setting, but the spacing of the 2/2 Cents 
is different and the apostrophe ofWlNANS' 
is small. (Figure 8). 
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Sub-types for 20 cents : 
Subtype a - OS/POST 

close together, retouched 
bottom right corner. 
Early, no solid spot flaw. 
Late, solid spot flaw in 
ball, 20 shows breaks, 
E/CENTS is missing top . 
Third, solid spot in ball, 
20 is retouched, period 
touches S/CENTS. 

Subtype .I! - Loop of 
P/POST is dented at the 
top . Early, 2/20 is set too 
low, break in line above 
0/20. Late, 2/20 is raised, 
no break in line above 
2/20. Third, flaw at lower 
right end of wing, break 
in top line of shading 
below I/WINANS', 0/20 
has break in left side. 

Subtype!: - White flaw in 
bomb below wing. Early, 
solid apostrophe iil WI ­
NANS'. Late, colorless 
spot in center of apos­
trophe. Third, apostrophe 
is broken, flaw in bomb is 
now a dot. 

Subtype d - Large apos­
trophe in WINANS'. 
Early, no scratch on ball. 
Late, diagonal scratch on 
ball at 5 o'clock. 

.~ ~ 
8 0 

m 
8 

Figure 9 - sub-type X-3 
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l 
I 
l 
Cc-

Figure 6 
Early stage 

20 cents 

Figure 6 
3rd setting 

20 cents 

Early setting 20 cents: from top, Types d , a, c, b. 
Third setting 20 cents: Types a, d, c, b. 

~ : 11 
8 0 
. I r-. {J) 

0 8 

I 3 , __ 
Figure IO - sub-type X-4. Figure 11 - sub-type X-5 
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X-3: This is a sub-type b of the late setting, 

but has a la rge dark area o n the ball at 5 
o'clock. (Figure 9). 

X-4: This is a sub-type b o f the late setting, 

but the 2/2 Cents is placed lower than Cen ts 

and the spaci ng is a bit wider than normal. 

There is a round black spot below the N/Wl­
N ANS. (Figure 10). 

X-5: This 5 cent value is a sub-type b, but 

the 5 is in a position that does not fit either 

the early setting or the late setting. It is on 

line with CENTS and close to the shade line 
above it. (Roth collection , Figure 11 ). 

Are there any multiples of these o ther set­
tings? 

UPDATES OF PATTON'S 
TYPES B-K 

(For illustration of Patton's 
types B-K see Figure llA) 

Patton type B, by S. All an Tay lor, li sts fou r 

values in many co lors . Herc are some more. 

More or less glazed surface colored 
paper: IO cents black on crimson ; 20 cents 

black on pale violet; 20 cents black on deep 

violet. 

Wove paper colored through: 10 cents 
black on cream; IO cen ts black on dark pur­

ple; IO cents black on light ye llow; IO cents 

black on deep yellow; 10 cents black on pure 

white; IO cents black on white with a fancy 

overa ll diamond grid. 

Vertically or horizontally laid paper: I 0 
cent black on grey; IO cents black on laven­

der; IO cent black on flesh. 

Frajo la li sts a IO cent and 20 cent on blue 

green, no paper type noted . 

PATION TYPE C 
This forgery is the same as Frajola type 11 

whic h is shown as a tete-beche pair o f I 0 

cent black on blue green and also as a vig­
nette only, no frame, no color. 

PATTON TYPED 
This fraud is the same as Frajola type 13, 

shown as a 5 cent black on orange brown. 

PATTON TYPE E 
This is the same as Frajo la type 3, which is 

a 20 cent black on white . Springer lists a 20 

cent black on pink. 

PATTON TYPE F 
This matches Frajola type 7 which shows a 

2 cent black on wh ite, 5 cent black on yellow, 

IO cent bl ack on pale green and IO cents 

black on blue green. 

PATIONTYPEH 
Type H has a sub-type in 20 cen t vermilion 

(Figure 12) with these characteristics: 

I. A small dark puff of smoke at 

mouth of spout. 

2. T/CITY has a damaged head and a 

slant line above it. 

3. Uncolored rectang le in ball at 7 o'c lock. 

4. Two light spots on ba ll below right 

edge of spout. 

PATTON TYPE I 
This type has three additional values : 

2 cen ts black on white ; 

5 cents black on yellow g lazed surface 

colored paper; 

IO cents black on green paper 

co lored through. 

PATTON TYPE J 
Forgery type J has add itional co lors on 

white paper: 

5 cents orange brown; 
IO cents yellow green; IO cents violet; 

IO cents reddish vio let (Steve Ross) 

and in the Frajola holding: 

IO cents carmine; IO cents orange brown; 

IO cents black; 20 cents black; 20 cents gray 

blue; 20 cents blue green; 20 cents red. 

PATTON TYPE K 
This is from a Moens cliche and has a sub­

type which has an apostrophe after Winans ' 

and an outside frame. 

NEW TYPES BEYOND 
PATTON'S ARTICLE 

TYPEL 
Type Lis in Springer's handbook as type JO 

and is shown in Figure 13. Its characteristics: 

I. No period after POST. 
2 . Malformed S/CENTS. 

3. Malformed S/POST. 
4. Small W/WINANS ' . 

5. 2/20 has a short foot. 
There is on ly the 20 cent va lue. Colors are: 

Black on wh ite (S pringer) 
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Figure 12a - regular type. Figure 12b - sub-type. 
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Figure 19 - Type R, the three values. 
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Black on purple (Springer) 

Black on pale yellow (Frajo la) . 

TYPEM 
Type M is identified by Frajola as type 8 

(Figure 14). Inverted value, l O cents black 
on blue green. Question : Why do so many of 
the scarce forgeries in the Frajola presenta­
tion appear in black on blue green paper? 
They do not appear in other collections. Does 

this point to a single forger? 

TYPEN 
Type N is Springer type 8, a crude repro­

duction of type B, by S. Allan Taylor, (Fig­
ure 15), with these characteristics : 

1. Ink smudge before P/POST. 
2. Little or no smoke. 
IO cents is only value, black on green 

and black on yellow green. 

TYPEO 
The Type O is Frajola type 4 (Figure 16) 

with these characteristics: 
I. Deformed S/WINANS ' . 
2. Broken apostrophe /WINANS'. 
3. Framed. 
4. C~lored illustration with advertising 

on back. 
One value, 20 cents purple. 

TYPEP 
This type is Frajola type 14 (Figure 17). 
I . Larger design, framed. 
2. All corners of shading are rounded 

or broken. 
One value, l O cents black on violet. 

TYPEQ 
Type Q (Figure 18) is not found in the 

other studies. 
I. Large li ght area on ball below wing. 

2. Bottom edge of wing outlined with 
heavy dark line. 

3. Wing tips sharply pointed. 
4. Dark horizontal background shading. 
5. Crude thin lettering. 
6. W/WINANS ' deformed. 
7. S/CENTS deformed. 
8. WINANS has no apostrophe. 
9. POST has no period. 
Only one value, IO cents on ye llow paper 

colored through. 

TYPER 
Type R (Figure 19) is a new di scovery 

consisting of three values , from the Stim­

mell collec tion . Old italic English catalogue 
descriptions adhere to the back. 

l . WINANS '/S has a large top serif, a large 

top curve and a thin bottom curve. 
2. POST/P has a large loop. 
3. Upper left corner of shading has an 

ex tended point. 

4 . A dash after POST. 
Values are 2 cents black on white, l O cents 

blac k on green and 20 cents black on pale 

pink. 

CONCLUSION 
Hussey produced copies of ex isting local 

post stamps but there is no indication he 

created fictitious posts. Did he do his many 
printings of the Winans ' stamp from the de­

sign of a genuine original stamp? 
There are now 18 different types of the Wi­

nans' City Post stamps. Are they all forgeries 
of a bogus stamp or is one of them actually 

the original issue? 
In bringing the organization of thi s materi­

al up to date, we have found some answers 

and some new questions. 

I wish to th a nk Steven Ro th, Richard 

Schwartz, Go rdon Stimmell, Sherwood 
Springer, Jerome Wagshal and Carl Walske 
who loaned me Winans' stamps for this study. 
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WINANS' CITY POST 
Cross reference of forgery types 

PATTON SPRINGER HAHN (fig) FRAJOLA 
A 1 21a,b 1 
B 7 22 6 
C 4 32 11 
D 5 34 13 
E 9 30 3 
F 11 27 7 
G 6 33 12 
H 3 23 5 
I 2 29 2 
J 13 28 10 
K 12 25 9 
(L) 10 35 15 
(M) 26 8 
N 8 
0 31 4 
p .. . , 36 14 
Q 

"" 
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PERRY/HALL BOOK EDITOR NAMED 
Society President Steven M . Roth is pleased 

to announce the appointment of Or. Donald 
B. Johnstone as Senior Ed it o r of the 
Perry/Hall manusc ript. Johnstone has a dis-

tinguished publishing hi story and is the au­
thor of definitive articles in the field of car­
riers and locals as well as in the larger realm 

of U.S. postal hi story. 

Rates are $100 per page for each insertion. 
BACK ISSUES 

Annual sets ( 4 journals per year) and $25 
Requests may be sent to Martin Richardon, Back Issues Chairman 
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REVENUE ST AMPS 
of the 

UNITED ST ATES 

Scott-Listed Revenues 
Taxpaid Revenues 

State Revenues 
Possessions Revenues 

Revenue Proofs & Essays 
Telegraph Stamps 
Local Post Stamps 

Literature Pertaining to Revenue, 
Telegraph and Local Post Stamps of the World 

I maintain the finest 
stock in the country 

Write or call fo r my current pricelist or 
send your want-list for custom 
approvals tailored to your needs 

Eric Jackson 
Phone: 610-926-6200 Fax: 610-926-0120 

E-mail: ejackson@epix.net 
P.O. Box 728, Leesport, PA 19533-0728 

member ARA ASDA APS 
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Byron J. Sandfield 
Major Buyer & Seller of 

Carriers & Locals 
for Advanced & Beginning Collectors 

p ARI( 16440 North Central Expressway 
CITIES Suite 316 

Dallas, Texas 75206 
ST AMPS Phone: 214/361-4322 

Member - ASDA, APS, TSDA, ARA 
The Carriers & Locals Society 



If you are a dedicated collector of 
classic United States stamps, covers, 

or fancy cancels, we can belp you 
build an award winning collection. 

Ventura 
StampCo. 

Quality U.S. Stamps, Covers & Fancy Cancels 
Post Office Box 508, Brielle, New Jersey 08730 

(908) 528-7178 Fax (908) 223-2810 




