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BALTIMORE LOCAL POSTS 
& GOVERNMENT CARRIERS: 

FORGERIES, FANTASIES 
AND BOGUS ISSUES 

By Steven M. Roth and Carl E. Kane 1 

INTRODUCTION 

One pervasive objection vo iced with 
respect to th e co llecting of loca ls and 
carriers stamps has co nc erned the ina­
bility of intereste d co ll ectors to readi­
ly identify forgeries and to distinguish 
them from sim ilar genuine products . 
Although t.he literature which has been 
available to assist in thi s effort is fair­
ly extensive, it ha s remained frag­
mented and scattered among many elu­
sive periodicals , journals a nd books, 
most of which are out -of- print and 
have been unavailable for many years. 

Our purpose in publishing thi s article 
is to attempt to alleviate this grievanC'e 
in regard to the local pos ts a nd gov­
ernment carrier stamps which h ave 
been associated wi th Baltimore , Ma ­
ryland. 

This report should be viewed as a fol­
lowup, supplement and occasional cor­
rection to the indispensabl e se ri es of 
articles which were written by Den­
wood N. Kell y, and publi shed in The 
Colle ctors Club Philat e li st in th e 
1970s. 2 

In Part I of this article, we exam in e 
the stamps of those authentic lo cal 
posts which o pera ted in Baltimore , 
Maryland , if there have been any for­
geries, fantasies and/or bogus issues 
associated with them. These posts are 
Davis' One Cent Dispatch , Grafflin's 
Baltimore One Cent DJspatch , Stringer 

& Morton 's One Cent Desp atch , and 
Wiley's One Ce nt Despatch . We w ill 
not cons ider the la be ls of the never ex­
isting , so-ca lled c inderella, posts that 
were imagin at ivel y created and the n 
attributed to Baltimo re , such as Turn ­
er ' s Di spatch , L.M.B. , or Winan 's. We 
al s o will not exam in e t h e g e nuin e 
stamps of th e other, remaining legiti ­
mate Baltimore loca l post companies 
which issued stamps, but for w hi ch no 
forgeries , fan ta sies and/or bogu s is­
sues hav e bee n reported , such as C ity 
Despatch Post [Johnson & Co .], Ci ty 
Despatch Post [M.W. Mearis], C it y 
One Cent Dispatch , Cook 's Despatc h, 
and Rick e tt s & Hall One Cent De­
spatch. 

In Part II we prese nt the fo rg er ies of 
genuin e sem i-official carr ier stamps 
th at were produced and so ld by B alti ­
more postmasters . 

DEFINITIONS 
As we use th em in thi s ar ti c le, the 

following term s have these meanin gs : 
I. Cinderella : Thi s is the im aginary 

label of a n im ag in ary local po st. The 
label purported ly wa s is sued by a gen­
uin e , existing enterprise . 

2. Fantasy or Bog us: An imaginary 
adhesive purportedly iss ued by a gen­
uine , leg itim ate Ba ltim ore loca l post. 
This produ ct did not attempt to copy a 
genuine stamp ; it was created out of 
whole cloth . 

3. Forgery: An imitation of a genuine 
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Baltimo re local post or semi-official 
carrier s tamp . 

4.Genuine sta mp: Th e ad hesives as 
actually iss ued by legiti ma te, ex is t­
in g loca l posts o r, in the case of sem i­
official carri e r stamps, by a postmaster 
in Baltimore. 

PART I 
THE LOCAL POSTS 
DAVIS' ONE CENT 

DESPATC H 
We have illu s trated as Figure I the 

genuine s tamp iss ued by Davis' One 
Cent Des patch Post [S cott cat. # 57L I] 
Th e genuin e Dav is ' stamp was printed 
bl ac k o n lilac paper. There are at least 
e ig ht minor variet ies of the gen uin e 
stamp, includin g those having o ne pe­
riod afte r the word "BAL T. " and othe rs 
with two periods ["BALT .. "J. The tw o 
major varieties of the gen uin e sta mp 
refl ec t a differe nce in the s ize and the 
type used for "BALT". In one varie ty, 
" BALT" is printed in bo ld face, se r­
ife d ca p ita l le tt e r s, and is approx i ­
m a te ly 8mm long, including the peri ­
od. The period i s below t h e "O"/ 
" POST ". In the other prototype, 
" BALT" is li g htly (almo s t delicately) 
shaded with se rifed ca pit a l le tt e rs 
measurin g abo ut 7mm lo ng, including 
th e period , which i s below a nd be­
twee n the " O " and " S"/" POST" . 

Figure 3 

Wh e n Sco tt published hi s se ri es o f 
articles o n loca l pos ts in th e American 
Journal of Philately,3 he included a 
line drawin g of the Davis' s ta mp (Fig­
ure 2]. This drawing differs from th e 
genuine sta mp [Figure I] in ma ny re­
gards , including the letterin g and th e 
spac in g of a ll of the word s. A lso, th e re 
is no period after " BALT". 

Although it was illu s trated (dra wn) 
by Scott in hi s a rti c le, we have no t 
see n an actua l Forgery, "s ta nd -a lon e" 
s ta mp , which mimi cs this type. How ­
ever, we have in c luded Davis in thi s 
s tud y because of the ex istenc e of th e 
well k now n S. A ll an Taylor Bogus 
Davis stamp [Figure 3]. 

The we ll known (amo ng co ll ec tors) 
but questionable Tay lor/Dav is s tamp , 
which has been at tribut ed to Ba lti ­
mor e's Davis' One Ce nt D es pat c h , 

would, at best, be c lass ifi ed as a Bogus 
iss ue, rather than as a Forgery, s ince it 
does not repre se nt a n imitation of th e 
kn ow n gen uin e Davi s' sta mp . 

It is poss ibl e , however, that Figure 3 
is not hin g more than a C ind e re ll a, in­
tended to a ppear to be the utteran ce of 
some sp uri o us loca l post which was 
loc a ted so mew here o th e r th a n in Ba l­
timore.4 The lik e ly ex plan a tion con­
cerning the co nn ec ti o n of this emis­
s io n to th e ac tual opera ting Baltimore 
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Figure 4 Figu re S Figure 6 

Figure 7 Figure 8 Figure 9 

local pos t is that w hi c h was repo rted 

by Sherwood Spri nger w he n he wrote, 
" ... Beca use of thi s [S.A.J Tay lor c rea­
tion T.Davis , up until 1959, was g iven 
credit in s tandard ca ta log ues for hav­
in g es tab li shed Davis ' s Pen ny Post in 
Baltimore, Md., in th e I 850's . E lli ott 

Perry in 1939 [s ic. ] publish ed ev ide nce 
that th e tru e fo und ers were Wm . D. 
Dav is & Bro . T he genuine Dav is stamp 
bears no resemb lance to this fab ri ca­

tion ."5 
Th e Taylor type i s known in 

bl ack/ ivory , b lack/ye ll ow, black/ l ight 
buff , blue/i vory, blue/white , b l ue/ 
cream , blue/y e ll owish laid paper, ul­
tramarine/whit e and ultramarine/ 

orange buff. 

GRAFFLIN'S BALTIMORE 
ONE CENT DESPATCH 

Grafflin iss ued on ly o ne a dhes ive. It 
is li s ted as Scott #73L I . We show it 

here as Figure 4. 
Th e c haracteristics of th e Genuine 

Stamp which d is tingui s h it from th e 

Forger ie s a re: 
0 The top sp ire of the Battle Monu­
ment touch es the apex of the s ur ­

rou nding ova l ; 
0 Th e ri g h t bar of the "T" of "CENT" 

is detached from the vert ica l bar; 
0 There is a break in the framel in e a t 
the top ri g ht; 
0 There is a hor izonta l gu ideline run ­
ning throu gh the word " GRAFFLIN ' S" 
and a lso through "BALTIMORE"; 
0 There is a partia ll y e rased vertica l 
g uid e lin e which run s through th e ri g ht 

s id e o f th e d es ign , in the background, 
and t o th e left of the letter "I" in 
"GRAFFLIN ' S"; and, 

0 The background of the ova l when 
v iewed un der magnifica ti on is spec k­
led or dotted. 

We id e ntify five (5) Forgery type s: 

Forgery Type A 
George Hussey 

[Figure SJ 
I . This s tamp is li thogra ph ed. The 

printing is very wel l done , a lth o ug h 
ma ny of th e let te rs are ma l for med a nd 
are thin wh e n compared to the Ge nu ­
ine Stamp ; 

2. We hav e recorded this printed o nl y 
in black; 

3. The letters " IN " of " GRAF­
F LIN 'S" touch at the bottom; 

4. The sp ire of the monument d oes 
not tou c h th e oval; 

5 . The lette r s " IM" of " BALTI-
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• Figure 10 Figure 11 

:JTaINGER II ?.!ORTON':l 

\
,. CITY 

1

• 

J' DESPATCH, ti!\ 

l::.:.~ 
Figure 12 Figure 13 Figure 14 

MORE" touch at the top; 
6. The lintel is trapezoidal; 
7. There are dots in the background. 

Forgery Type B 
J.W. Scott 
[Figure 6] 

1. The background of the oval con­
sists of horizontal lines; there are no 
specks or dots; 

2. The letters " IM" of "BALTI­
MORE" are joined at the top; 

3. The lintel, above the door of the 
Battle Monument, is rectangular; 

4. The spire of the Battle Monument 
does not touch the oval; 

5. The " A " in " BALTIMORE" 1s 

small; 

6. The stamp is printed in black.6 

Forgery Type C 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 7] 
1. There is no door and no lintel; 
2. The many specimens we have seen, 

as was typical of Taylor-made forger­
ies, were printed on many different 
colored papers and in many different 
color inks ; 

3. Heavy horizontal lines in back­
ground; 

4. The letters "IM" of "BALTI­
MORE" are joined at the bottom; 

5. The le tter " R" in " GRAFFLIN'S" 
is tilting or falling to its left ; 

6. The " G" of "GRAFFLIN'S" is , rel­
ative to the other letters , dispropor­
tionately small. 

Forgery Type D 
A. C. Roessler 

[Figure 8]7 

I. The product was very crudely exe­
cuted ; 

2. "FF" of "GRAFFLIN'S" and most 
other letters are without serifs; 

3. Battle Monument appears to be 
hovering above the ground; 

4. Manuscript letter "G" cancellation 
printed on each stamp; 

5. There is a white door, but no lintel; 
6. We have reco rded this in black and 

in pale carmine. 

Forgery Type E 
After Moens, the catalogue cut 

[Figure 9]. 
1. We have not seen an actual stamp 

which mimics the Moens ' cut. 

STRINGER & MORTON'S 
ONE CENT DESPATCH 

The genuine stamp, Scott #134Ll 
[Figure 10] was negatively printed 
with gold lettering on black on glazed 
surface paper. 8 It measures 15 x 11 mm. 
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We know of only one reported For­
gery [Figure 11] and three bogu s ver­
sions. 

Forgery Type A 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 11]9 
I . Printed in bright gold lettering on 

purple-black surface colored paper. 
2 . It measures 15 .. x 11 mm . 
3. The lettering is larger than on the 

Genuine s ta mp . 

Type B 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 12] 
I. Bogus design . 
2. Reported in black/gree n , black/ 

pink , black/ ye llow buff, red/bright 
blue , red/salmon, red/orange , bl ack/ 
yellow, green/straw, brown/buff , 
and brown/ivory. 

Type C 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 13] 
I. Bogus design . 
2. Reported in black/flesh , green 

/ivory, and black/magenta. 

Type D 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 14] 
I . Bogus design. 
2. Reported in black/gray vio le t , 

black/ green and black/light purple. 

WILEY'S 
ONE CENT DESPATCH 

There are two types of the genuine 
stamp. In one type, the letter in the 
hand of the rider points to the "N" of 
the word "ONE". [Figure 15] The 
other type , known as Type "O", ha s 
the letter pointing at the letter " O" of 
"ONE. [Figure 16] 

The Genuine Stamp (Sc. #l l 2L2) has 
the following characteristics: 
D Lithographed; 
D Neither the rider's hat nor the feath­
er in hi s hat touch the oval; 

D The letter does not touch the oval; 
D Frameline around all four sides. 

We ha ve identified seven forgery 
types . Each forgery copies Genuine 
stamp Type N. The forgery types are: 

Forgery Type A 
George Hussey 

[Figure 17] 
I. Top of "O" in "ONE" is broken; 
2. The "S" of "DESPATCH" is poorly 

formed; 
3. The ends of the blank pan e l are 

squared-off rather than rounded . 

Forgery Type B 
J.W. Scott 
[Figure 18] 

I . We have recorded this Forgery in 
the following colors: lilac/white; 
purple/white ; and, blue/white . 

2. The rider's hat has no plum e; 
3. The horse' s tail is thin; 
4. No fram e line aro und the stamp; 
5. The horse's body is shaded. 

Forgery Type C 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 19] 
I. The rider has no eyes; 
2 . The "O" in "ONE" is thick ; and , 
3. The end of the plume has broken 

off and is falling; 
4 . Known in many colors, different 

papers and different ink s. 

Forgery Type D 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 20] 
I. We have recorded this Forgery in 

the following colors: blue/white ; 
red/orange on white; and, green/white. 

2. The hat has a plume, and the plume 
touche s th e line of the oval; 

3. The horse is not shaded ; 
4. The letter in the rider's hand is 

longer and thinner than on Type B; 
5. The rider 's le tter touches the oval 

frameline; 
6. There is no shaded background be­

hind the rid er ; 
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Figure 15 Figure 16 

Figure 17 Figure 18 Figure 19 

Figure 20 Figure 21 

7. The letteri ng is thin and general ly 
misshapen (espec ially the letter "D" 
in "DESPATCH"). 

Forgery Type E 
After Moens 

[Figure 21]. 
1. From the catalogue(s) cut. 
2. No reported "stand-alone" copies. 

Gord Stimmell and Larry Lyons re-
port the following additional types: 

TYPE F FORGERY 
[Figure 21A] 

Figure 21A Figure 21B 

1. Plume close to arch at top. 
2. No shading on ladi es' knee. 
3. No frame at all for bottom blank 

tablet and no tablet. 
4. Colors: Orange, ultramarine, blue. 

TYPE G FORGERY 
[Figure 21B] 

I. Hat and feather touch top curve. 
2. Woman has large squarish face. 
3. Letter in her hand is tiny and 

far from frame. 
4 . Reported in blue, green or red. 
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PART II 
THE CARRIER STAMPS 

The Baltimore postmasters issued 
three type s of stamps for use by the 
Carrier Department. These have been 
design a ted C I, C 2 and C 3, respec­
tively, in Scott's Specialized Cata­
logu e of U.S. Stamps. We folfow these 
designation s in thi s article. 

Scott C 1 
[Figure 22] 

Denwood Kelly discussed the details 
concerning genuine type C I. We hav e 
nothing to add to hi s description. Ac­
cordingly, the reader should refer to 
Mr. Kelly 's article. 

We have recorded five Forgery types 
and one subtype : 

Forgery Type 1 
J.W. Scott 
[Figure 23] 

I .Only one curved line below 
"CENT"; 

2. The letter size of "CENT" grows 
taller from left to right; 

3. The size of the le tters in "CENT" 
are shorte r than the letters in "ONE"; 

4. "0/0NE" is sma ll er than "NE", 
but larger than any letter "O"; 

5. "S/DES PATCH" leans to right; 
6. "DESPATCH" has large serifs; 
7. Reported in red and in blue on me­

dium or thick paper; 
8. Used as the illustration in the Scott 

catalogues. 

Forgery Type l .A 
By Ogden 
[Figure 24] 

I . Thi s is a hand-drawn imitation of 
Type I; 

2. Reported in dark blue on blui sh 
paper. 

Forgery Type 2 
George Hussey 

[Figure 25] 
I. Letters in "CENT" grow larger 

from left to right; 
2. "C/CENT" points toward "E" rath ­

er than turnin g upw ard; 
3. In "D/DESPATCH" , the center of 

letter is a thick stra ight line in stead of 
a fat curved oval; 

4. "P/DESPATCH" has small co lored 
area in the he ad; 

5. Reported in navy blue , sky blue, 
carmine, rose and orange; 

Forgery Type 3 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 26] 
1. " FF/OFFICE" too narro w com-

pared to genuine; 
2 . "C/OFFICE" too large; 
3. "E/OFFICE" too large; 
4. Corners are rounded instead of 

being concave curves; 
5. Reported in black, rose, purple and 

gold on white paper. 

Forgery Type 4 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 27] 
I . All letters are too small when com­

pared to original; 
2 . "N/ONE" is large and tipsy ; 
3. Reported in blue, red, orange, pur­

ple, gree n, ochre, gold, black brown , 
blue/blue, blue/pink , red/blue, red/pur­
ple , red/yellow and black/blue . 

Forgery Type 5 
After Moens 

[Figure 28] 
I . Extra thin outer frame; 
2. "C/CENT" has la rge top serif; 
3. " N/ONE" right leg bends to right; 
4 . " H/DESPATCH" is mi ssi ng upper 

right leg . 
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Position 1: 
White burr below 

T/CENT;Frame break 
over T/POST;Break 

over 0/0FFICE 

Position 3: 
Big 0/ DESPATCH 

C/ DESPATCH weak 
and nearly broken 

at top left. 

Position 5: 
0/POST has tiny 

white arm to right 
T/CENT has colored 

dot on crossbar 

Position 7 
Chipped A.CeSPA mi; 
N/CENT bowed at left; 
Colored dot In frame 

over ST/POST 

Position 9: 
0/0NE has colored 
dot at 10 o'clock 

Dot In UL frame over 
0 /POST 

- . 

Figure 23 

- . 

Figure 26 

--
--
•• 
• •• 
• • 

~

oS'T ore-, 
~ cr.,.:·l. 
c,'!J .!; •• 1 
DI ::- '.\Tl II 

Figure 22 

Figure 24 

Figure 27 

Position 2: 
P/POST links to left 
frame, sometimes 
Joins O to the P 

(le, PO) 

Position 4: 
Fallen C/CENT 

Colorless scratch 
prominent on the 
mid right frame 

Position 6: 
T/CENT centered 

over H/DESPATCH; 
AT/DESPATCH often 

linked at foot 

Position 8: 
Colored dot on 

S/POST right curve; 
S/DESPATCH bit 

mangled 

Position 1 O; 
Frame break to SE 

H/ DESPATCH; 
Frame thready near 

E/OFFICE 

• 
Figure 25 

• ' 
Figure 28 
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Scott C 2 
The "EYE" Stamp 

Genuine Stamp. Th e gen uin e s tamp 
[Figure 29] shows the edge of the co in 
as a heavy colored lin e which, at the 
top , merges into the line of the pointed 
oval, forming the edge of th e "eye". 
In "CA RRIER DISPATCH" the letters 
" A", "E" and " H" ha ve crossbars ; th e 
"P" and " R" have curves whi ch do not 
connect with the upper s tems. 

Forgeries . There are seve n Forgery 
typ es and o ne Sub-Type . On a ll th e 
Forge ri es, the crossbars and loops of 
the le tte rs co nn ect with th e s te ms un­
le ss otherwise noted . 

Forgery Type 1 
J .W. Scott 
[Figure 30] 

I . Incomplete white circle fr ame at 
top of coin; 

2. No apo strophe in "CARRIER ' S"; 
3. "C/CARRIER 's" is nea rly closed; 
4 . Reported in blue . 

Forgery Type lA 
J .W. Scott 
[Figure 31] 

I . A lin e of color has bee n add ed at 
the inn er e d ge of th e dott e d bac k­
ground in the corners of th e eye; 

2. Reported in red and in blue. 

Forge ry Type 2 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 32] 
I . "S/CA RRIER " is an "E"; 
2 . Thick outer border ; 
3. Corners of eye are rounded ; 
4. Dots in co rner of eye are mos tly 

squ a re; 
5 . Bird in NE corner carr ies a bag 

whi ch leans to the left; 
6. All letters are too small ; 
7 . Reported in ultramarine, s late blu e, 

. red, carmine and ye! low-oran ge . 

Forgery Type 3 
After Moens ( ?) 

[Figure 33] 

I . " ONE CENT" has s mall thin let ­
te rs; 

2. Fine lines of shading in corners of 
eye; 

3. Thin ex tra o ute r fr ame lin e; 
4. Wrea th in coin is too thin ; 
5 . Rim of co in doe s not merge with 

oval line of eye at top; 
6 . Reported in brown , orange, ye l­

low and violet. 

Forgery Type 4 
George Hussey 

[Figure 34] 
I . Bird in upp er ri g ht corner with 

white bag; 
2 . Prominent white leaf north east of 

"E/ONE"; 
3. All letters too small ; 
4. " P/DISPATCH " with long thin 

head ; 
5 . There is a das h of co lor in th e eye 

above "T/DISPATCH"; 
6 . Reported in navy blu e, sky blue 

and red. 

Forge ry Type 5 
S . Allan Taylor 

[Figure 35] 
I . Birds are co lorless; 
2. No apostrophe in "CARRIER ' S"; 
3. Open letters " C 's" and " S 's"; 
4 . "R" at top ce nter is wide and squat; 
5 . Crossbar of "H " does not j o in up­

rights; 
6. Colorless radi al lines throu gh dots 

from the corners of the eye; 
7. Reported in blu e, carmine , orange, 

green, black, purple (shades), blu e/ 
blu e, bl ac k/gree n, red/yellow, black/ 
dark blu e, bl ack/oran ge and black/pur­
pl e . 

Forgery Type 6 
After Moens 

[Figure 36] 
I . No apostrophe in "CARRIER'S"; 
2. Heavy le tt e r s trok es in "ONE 

CENT"; 
3. Dots in corners of eye are rows of 

rectangles; 
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Figure 29 

Figure 30 Figure 31 

Figure 33 Figu re 34 

Figure 36 

4. Bird in north eas t corn er carries a 
bag which leans to the right; 

5. Thin extra outer frame line; 
6. Wreath in coin is too thin; 
7 . Reported in blue and bl ack . 

Forgery Typ e 7 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 37] 

Figure 32 

Figure 35 

Figure 37 

I . Too large ; 
2 . Crudely printed; 
3 . Co in does no t touch curved eye 

lin e; 
4 . " S" appears in a white rectangle ; 
5 . Re ported in blue and dark red ; 
6. Some specime ns have black over­

prints: " PAID" , "C.T." and a lso a wavy 
6 - line bar cancel. 
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Scott C 3 
The Horseman 
Genuine stamp 

[Figure 38] 
There a re 16 rays under the upper 

ribbon . In each of the up per corners, 
there is a faint colorless orname nt 
which does not occur on any of th e 
Forg eries. The first vertical back­
ground line in side the frame at the left 
and the right is composed of co lored 
dots . There are two dashes under the 
"NT/CENTS", which appear as exten­
sions of the third and fourth rays. JO 

There are e ight Forgery types. 

Forgery Type 1 
George Hussey 

[Figure 39] 
1. Eighteen rays under "GOVERN­

MENT"; 
2. Rider 's leg has bent knee and a 

band of color on knee; 
3. Six vertical shade line.s on upper 

part of horse's foreleg ; 
4. Reported in red and black. 11 

Forgery Type 2 
George Hussey 

[Figure 40] 
J. Six. vertical shade lines on upper 

part of horse's foreleg; 
2 . Fifteen rays under "GOVERN­

MENT" ; 
3. Rider's leg is bent at the knee, but 

the colored top of the sock comes 
below the knee ; 

4 . The line of the saddle blanket does 
not touch the rear of the rider ; 

5. Rider has large nose; 
6. Right rear hoof does not touch 

ground ; 
7. Three hor izontal shade lines below 
ground shading; 

8. Lower left corner of ribbon almost 
touches edge of design; 
9. The value appears as one word 

("ONECENT") with short heavy round 
"C"; 

IO . Reported in red, black and blue. 

Forgery Type 3 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 41] 
J. 16 ray s under "GOVERNMENT" ; 
2. Pin-headed rider ; 
3. First and last vertica ls of back­

ground heav il y dotted ; 
4. Period after "ONE CENT"; 
5. Four da s hes under "E NT" of 

"CENT. "; 
6. "G" has long bar point in g inward; 
7. Rider 's boot projects below horse ; 
8. Reported in black , red , lil ac, green, 

dark purpl e, black/purple, red/ ye llow, 
black/crimson , black/blue and black/ 
green. 

Forgery Type 4 
S. Allan Taylor 

[Figure 42] 
J. 15 rays unde r "GOVERNMENT"; 
2. Right end of lower ribbon has a 

curved lin e instead of forked end; 
3. "H/DISPATCH" has no crossbar; 
4 . Reported in red and black. 

Forgery Type 5 
After Moens 

[Figure 43] 
J. 15 ray s under "GOVERNMENT" ; 
2. Upper right end of upper ribbon is 

rounded rather than pointed ; 
3. Upper right end of upper ribbon 

extends only to the third shade line 
from the right ; 

4 . Large unshad ed area on horse 
above rider ' s boot ; 

5. Ex tra outer frameline ; 
6. Reported in black and red-brown. 

Forgery Type 6 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 44] 
I . 15 rays under "GOVERNMENT"; 
2. "G/GOVERNMENT" is a "C"; 
3. "S/DISPATCH" is ve ry large; 
4. Found in black/dark sa lm on. 

Forgery Type 7 
Ogden 

[Figure 45] 
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Figure 38 

Figure 39 Figure 40 

Figure 41 Figure 42 Figure 43 

Figure 44 Figure 45 Figure 46 

I . Crudely printed; 
2 . 12 rays und er "GOVERNMENT"; 
3 . "GOVERNMENT" spe lled with­

out the first " N"; 
4. Firs t and last vert ical s of back­

ground are rows of large colorless 
dots ; 

5. Reported in blue. 

Forgery Type 8 
Maker unknown 

[Figure 46] 12 

1. 16 rays under " GOVERNMENT"; 
2. Horse has large, fat, long tail ; 
3. Reported in black/ lemo n colored 

through . 

CONCLUSION 
We have brought together in this 

one place the known information con­
cerning the forgeries of locals and car­
riers stamps associated with Balti­
more . . Please report any new or cor­
rective informati o n to either author. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. We wi sh to thank the followin g peo­
ple for their as s i stance: Ri c h a rd 
Schwartz, Sherwood Springe r, Gordon 
Stimmell and Patricia Stillwell Walker. 
2. D .N. Kelly, " Private Posts in Balti­
more 1844-1860", Vol. 50, No s. 2-6 
(1971) , pp . 93-96 ; 146 -68 ; 2 19-3 1; 
290-305 ; and 355-363. D .N . Ke ll y, 
" The Carrier Service In Baltimore 
Prior To 186)", Vol. 51 , N os. 3-6 
(1972) ; Vol. 52 , No. I ( 1973), pp . 144-

159; 210-223; 283-290; 345-354 ; and, 
32-49. The illu strations in th e carr ie rs 
article are occasionally incorrec tly la­
beled: Figure 61 calls for Kelly 's For­
gery XII , but actually show s Forgery 
XIV; Figure 63 s how s Forgery XV 
rather than Forgery XIV ; and , Fi gure 
64 shows Forgery XII rather than XV. 
3. American Journal of Philately (Dec. 
1888). 

4. The S . Allan Tay lo r product (Figure 
3) resembles the genu in e s t a mp s is­
sued by Blood's Penny Pos t in 1846 
and 1847 - Scott# 15L7, 15L8 and 
15L9 . To a lesser extent, th e Tay lor 
(Davis) emission also ge n era lly rese m­
bles the authent ic stamps of G.S. H ar­
ris {Sco tt # 79Ll a n d 79L2 ) and T. 
Walters, each of which were leg itimate 
local pos ts which opera ted in Phil a­
delphi a. 
5. Sherwood Springer, Springer's Hand­
book of North Ameri ca n C ind erella 
Stamps Including Taxpaid Revenues (9th 
ed . , 1980), pp. 29-30. 

6. Sco tt typ ica ll y printed his fo rge ri es . 
in th e same co lo r(s) as the ge nuine 
st amps. 
7. Thi s forge r y was made b y A.C. 
Roess le r, a sta mp and cover dea le r lo­
ca t ed in N e w Jersey. 
8. This description is somewh at mis­
leadi ng in today 's cl imate beca use the 
adhesive read il y ox idi zes and th e re­
fo re , is ra rely see n in it s o riginal state. 
Wh en ox id at ion has occurred it is very 
difficult to see the le ttering and de­
sign a t a ll. 
9. This fo rgery was illu strated by Kelly 
in hi s a rticle. l d. 
10. Ke ll y, ld. 
11. Thi s s tamp s is fo und in vertica l 
s trip s o f s ix. Gordo n S timm e ll h as 
p lated thi s st a mp . We o rig ina lly de­
c id ed t o o mit any m e n t io n of th e 
pr int in g o f the forger ies, but we 
changed o ur mind s when we uncov­
ere d a ve rti ca l st rip of four, in bl ack , 
with th e to p sta mp se -t enant . These 
s t amps do n o t p la te o n the vertical 
strip of s ix. Thi s indi ca tes the re was a 
second pr inting. W e also discovered a 
ve rtic a l pair, in blac k, a lso is se-ten­
ant, but with differ ent sp ac ing. The 
tw o impress ions a re fr om position 1. 
Thus, there was a third printing. Then 
we fo und a hor izo ntal pair, in red, in 
whi ch on e st amp was printed on one 
sid e of th e pape r, and the ocher stamps 
on the o ther sid e. They plated as posi­
ti o n 4 o n th e str ip of s ix . So, th e re 
was ye t an o th er printing. 
12. Repo rted by Go rd on Stimme ll. 

ates are $100 per p!g~fdf each insertion'. 
BACK ISSUES 

Annual sets ( 4 journals per year) and $25 
Requests may be sent to Martin Richardon, Back Issues Chairman 
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The stamp and a cover bearing the full Pittsfield CDS. 

THE SPRINGSIDE STAMP 
Edwin J. Helitzer sends us an adhesive 

which seems to be the original stamp upon 
which S. Allan Taylor based his fraudu ­
lent Springside Post Office "local" in 1864. 

Helitzer writes : "Enclosed are copies of 
the Springside postage stamp and all the 
reported material I have on the stamp. The 

cancel is obviously from Pittsfield MA 
from between 1856 and 1863-4. Please ad­
vertise my search for further information in 
your Bulletin." 

The adhesive is 1/8 cents, black on white 
laid paper, bearing a part s trike of 
(Pitts)field, Massachusetts postmark. It is 
noted as "The Only Reported Used Exam­
ple". A further notation on the exhibit sheet 

which is headed SANITARY FAIR, adds: 
"Although no advertisements have yet 

to be found for this Sanitary Fair it is be­
lieved to have taken place in 1863. The 
local newspaper used an eagle, similar to 
the design on this stamp, for a masthead. S. 
Allan Taylor first issued his re-creation of 
the design, which he advertised as 'Spring­
side Post Office, a local post in Pittsfield, 
Massachussetts ' in 1864." 

Another note indicates "Springside is an 
area of Pittsfield , Massachusetts that is 
about two miles from the location of the 

Pittsfield Post Office in the 1860s". 
A letter from stamp dealer Richard C. 

Frajola accompanies the stamp and says: 
"I have examined the "Springside Post­

age" s tamp with part strike "Pittsfield, 

Mass" postmark. It is my opinion that it is a 
genuine stamp and cancel. I would classify 
it as most likely a Sanitary Fair emission 

but it could be a local post. S. Allan Taylor 
first advertised a Springfield Post Office 
stamp in 1864. He did not make up bogus 
posts from whole cloth at this early date, 

but rather made bogus designs of legiti­
mate posts. The fact that he advertised it as 
being from Pittsfield, Mass. furthers my 
belief that it is a genuine emission. Nothing 

has been found in the way of local post ads 
in the Pittsfield newspapers of the period. 

However, Springside is a locality in what is 
now Pittsfield. Taylor may have seen a gen­
uine copy in designing hi s bogus stamp. I 
know of three unused examples identical to 
thi s (used) one." 

Gordon Stimmell adds that Taylor's stamp 
used this eagle design and identically rep­
licated it across a wide range of his imita­

tion and bogus local post productions. Per­
haps the Springside design was the original 
inspiration for all these spurious emissions. 
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CONFESSIONS OF A 
PHILATELIC SUCKER 

Society member Thomas A. Miller 
recently picked up three faked 

local covers at a stamp show in Iowa. 
With them came the following typed 
letter from a half century ago, which 
may be apocryphal, but makes for 
an entertaining (if sobering) read. 
No one knows the truth here, but if 
you own any locals or provisionals 
on letters to Henderson County, 
Kentucky, you'd best take a second 
look, and read on. ... 
THE CONFESSION LETTER 

"One day in the fall of 1936 a man 
came into my office in Mol ine, Illi ­
noi s, and introduced himself as an em­
ployee of the Pauli Jail Company of 
St. Louis, a firm that installed vau lt s, 
and said he had just come from a job in 
the Henderson, Ky. Courthouse and 
was on his way to Wisconsin where he 
was to handle another job for his com­
pany. While working on the Hender­
son job he noticed a big pile of old 
document s, correspo nd ence, etc . , 
dumped in the yard from clearing out 
an old vault , to be burned . There were 
many old envelopes with stamps on 
them. His boy in high school was a 
stamp collector, and from remarks he 
had made he knew that old U.S. stamps 
often were valuable . He rescued this 
pile from the flames and paid the 
country clerk a nominal sum for the 
privilege of sorting over and taking 
what he wanted. He filled a coup le of 
soap boxes with the old envelopes and 
had them in his car now, he said. He 
opened a bulging portfolio that he car­
ri ed and spread on my desk samples 
of his find . He was stopping in Mo -

li ne on his way to Wisconsin, and had 
inquired if there was some stamp co l­
lector in Mo line who was we ll posted 
on U.S. stamps. He said he was re­
ferred to me and had come to check, if 
possible , on the value of his find. 

"There were a number of good pre­
Civil War stamps on cover, some Nes­
bitt stamped envelopes, cove rs with 
St. Louis Bears , and many Loca ls. I 
told him I didn't co ll ect Locals, and 
knew no thing about them , but that my 
Specialized U.S. Catalogue would give 
the values . It showed the Bears cata­
logued from $200 to $3,000 each , and 
all the Locals we ll over $100 each. 

"As a boy in high schoo l I had had a 
somewhat similar experience in th e 
courthouse in my home town in Mich­
ig an, when I had been taken to an old 
unlocked vault in the basement where 
old le ga l papers no longer valid had 
been dumped, and where I had foun_~_ 
quantities of revenue stamps in the 
higher values, and envelopes bearing 
24-cent lilacs, IO-cent greens, etc., of 
the Civil War period and later. So I 
could appreciate his growing enthu­
siasm as we looke d up th e various 
items on my desk and noted their cata­
logue va lu e . His bo y would now be 
able to go to college, and the mortgage 
on his home could be li fted. He was 
glad he got a receipt from the Hender­
son circuit clerk so there could be no 
come-back from that quarter. All the 
covers were addressed to Henderson 
Courthouse, I noticed . 

"I phoned Bill S ., an architect friend 
of mine, who was a-co llector, to come 
up and see the find . Bill was awed by 
the exhibit as I was, and we asked the 
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Price's Express: Forgery "tied" by fake PAID. Real curved PAID to right . 

Boyce's Express : Forgery "tied" by fake PAID and bogus Star handstamp. 

man a l ot of q ues ti ons, which he 
seemed en thusiasti cal ly eage r to an­
swer. 

"Afte r Bill had gone the man began 
to assembl e the material to put back 
in his portfol io, and thanked me pro­
fusely for spending the time looking 
up the material for him . He said if I 
wanted any of the items I could have 
them at my own price, in considera­
tion of my kindness and courtesy. I re­
peated that I did not collect provision-

als or Locals, and wasn't interes ted. 
He said he wou ld l ike to show his ap­
preci ation in some way, and selected 3 
covers , of which he sa id he had dozens 
of duplicates , cataloguing some $600, 
and said he would like to have me have 
them anyway. He was short on cas h to 
finish his trip to Wisconsin, and asked 
if the y would be worth $25 to me , as 
that amount would take him through. I 
gave him the $25 , an d he asked for a 
piece of paper on which to wr ite me a 
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Franklin Dispatch: Scott forgery tied by small fake black New York CDS. 

bill of sale. That st ruck me as pecu­
liar, for I had never before been given 
a bill of sale for anything. I told him it 
was not necessary, but he pointed out 
that some attempt might be made by 
the Henderson Circuit Clerk to recover 
the envelopes, and he wanted to to be 
protected. He gave me the bill of sale 
with his s ignature , C.E. Brand , - the 
only mistake he made in the two-hour 
drama that he put on - the on ly thing 
that made me question hi s reliability. 

"As he left he told me that he would 
send me for our high school library 
some interesting Lincoln printed mat­
ter that was among the Henderson pa­
pers, as a further token of hi s apprec i­
ation. 

"That bill of sale bothered me after 
he was gone . It was not in keeping 
with hi s role of plain , honest artisan 
that he h ad so perfectly enacted 
through out o ui: interview. it sugge st-­
ed a soph istication in money matters 
that such a man would not have. The 
next day I wrote the Circuit Clerk of 
Henderson , Ky., the Pauli Jail Compa­
ny of St. Louis, and his hom e address 
in Los Angeles which he had given me 

(significantly it was o n LEMON Ave.). 
In due time replies from Henderson 
and St. Louis came proving the falsity 
of the man's story, a nd the letter to 
Los Angeles came back marked "No 
such address." 

"Oddly enough I didn't regret my 25 
buck s. I had had that much enjoyment 
in vicariously exper ie ncing the thrills 
of an important philatelic "find". Fur­
thermore, I had witnessed the most 
perfect bit of acti ng that I had ever 
seen. When I told my friend, Bill, the 
results of my inve stigat ion he was 
dumbfounded. He said that if the man 
had in any way indic ated that any of 
the material was for sale he would 
have been a ready buyer, for there was 
nothing in the man's manner or story 
to indicate that he was a crook. 

" Just for fun I se nt my three enve­
lopes to three well-k nown dealers for 
opinions on their genu in e nes s. All 
three sa id they didn't like the looks of 
them, but could not point out any spe­
cific evidence that they were not gen­
uine. One dealer, however, said he be­
lieved the Local sta mps were reprints, 
many of which had been sent to Eng-
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lish dealers years ago, and had prob­
ably been sec ured by someone who did 
a clever job of affixing them to o ld 
covers and postmarking them. 

"About two years later s tamp peri­
odicals carried the s tory of the arrest 
in the Buffalo area of a stamp swin ­
dler whose description and meth ods 
reminded me of my old friend 
"Brand". F. L. Coes of the S.P.A. was 
said to be in charge of the case aga in st 
him. Sol sen t Mr. Coes the bill of sale 
that "Brand" had given me , and its s ig­
nature proved to be helpful in co nvi ct­
ing him and getting him a five-year 

sentence in Auburn, N.Y. , State Prison. 
His real name proved to be Edward N. 
Bradley, but he us e d Brand , Bray , 
Bruns and Brown in his operations 
which c laimed victims in Florida, 
Iowa , New York, Illinois, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania, and probably many 
other states . 

"I have a lw ays felt that so perfect an 
actor as he was should have gone on 
the stage, a nd not wasted his time 
hunting up easy philatelic marks like 
me at $25 a throw' 

"E. P. Nutting." 

THE lOOCLUB 
Tllbtrl.as c:•. M/izfii $125 
Donald B. Johr1stone $100 

L~rtyLy6nf$}25 
Scott Trepel $100 

Walter H. $100 

SUSTAINiNG MEMBERS-$75 
Thomas H. Adams 

Richard Schwartz 
Mark W. Taylor 

William W. Steele 

CONTR1BUTINGMEMBERS -$50 

100 

Robert Meyersburg 
Alan Geisler 

Herbert A. Trenchard 
William McLain 

QgrlWalsk~ 

Martin Richardsdn 
Bruce W. Hazelton 

Mrs. S~lly Griffin 

o~;;d A:rz1owe 

DaleEBrown 

Jay M,>Weiss 

Kurt Gronowski 
Eric Jgc:;kson 
David]. Beeby Richard Malmgren 

Stephen Gronowski 
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WELLS FARGO & CO., 
ORIGINALS & FORGERIES 

By LARRY LYONS 

1861-1888 - This post was established 
by Henry Wells and William Fargo on 
July 1, 1852. In April 1861 they be­
came partial owners and agents for the 
Central Overland California & Pikes 
Peak Express Co .and they issued the 
$2 Red and $4 Green stamps. On Au­
gust 11, 1862 Wells Fargo estab lish ed 
the Virginia City Pony Express to 
serve the mining towns of Nevada and 
they issued the "CENTS" values. 
The $ I Red, $2 Green, $4 Black and 

shi eld designs were issued about July 
1, 1861 when the rates were cut in half. 

WELLS, FARGO & CO. 
SCOTT CATALOG 

NUMBERS for ORIGINALS 
$2 Red 143Ll 
$4 Green 143L2 
$1 Red 143L3 
$2 Green 143L4 
$4 Black 143L5 
lOcBrown l43L 7 
25c Blue 143L8 
25c Red 143L9 

ORIGINAL 
"DOLLAR VALUES" 

LITHOGRAPHED 
I . There are white spikes at the top 
and bottom of the letters of "PONY 
EXPRESS". 
2. The horse has only a small opening 
for the mouth . 
3. There is a small area of close cross ­
hatched shading that seems to come 
from the horse 's mouth. 
4. There are two lines of breath from 
the horse's nostrils that are formed by 
breaks in the horizontal lines of the 
background. 
5 . There are approximately 11 vertical 
shade lines below the right ornament 
after the word "DOLLARS". 
6. There is a stroke after "WELLS," 
representing a comma. 
7. The NE corner ornament consists of 
a large ball which contains a crescent, 
a smaller ball and some dark 
leaves. 
8. Descriptions of the numerals . 
$1 a. The "I" is deeply indented on 
the top. 

Larry Lyons' book on forgeries is scheduled to appear in three volumes. 
Vol. I, from Adams City Express to Empire Dispatch, will be available 
starting Jan. 1, 1998 for $60 plus $3.50 postage and handling. It will be 496 
pages with 934 photos and 428 sketches. Vol. II covers Essex Letter Express 
to Putnam's Penny Post and will be out in May 1998. Vol. III goes from R.W. 
Raymond's to Zieber's One Cent Dispatch and is slated for Dec. 1998 re­
lease. Total text is estimated at 1,200 pages. To obtain the books, contact 
Lyons directly at 17 Covlee Drive, Westport CT 06880. Larry thanks Carl 
Kane for providing Pony Forgeries types I, K, M, N, 0, P and Q. His con­
tribution is much appreciated. 
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The Originals 

The Reprints 

$1 b . There are two lines with a dash 
in between under the front top loop. 
$1 c. The footstroke has a ce nter pro ­
tru sion that is indented at eac h side. 
$2 a. The "2" very nearly touch es the 
oval border above . 
$2 b. The "2" is deeply indented under 
the footstroke. 
$2 c.The curve of the ·'2" leaves a 
whi te mark above the left end of the 
footstroke . 
$3 a . Does no t ex ist as an or ig in al. 
$4 a. The top of the "4" is ind ented 
between a sma ll ball on the left and a 
larger ball on the right. 
$4 b . The center arm ends in a bal l at 
th e r ight. 
$4 c. The footstroke is cur led up at 
each end and there are two very sha l­
lo w indents underneath the bottom. 
9. The co lors: $ 1 Red 

$2 Red, Green 

$4 Gree n, B lac k 

REPRINTS (1897) 
I . The horse 's mouth is wide open. 
2 . There a re no lines of s hading in 

front of the horse ' s nostr il s. 
3. There is no area of cross- hatched 
shading below the ho rse's mo uth. 
4. There are no lines of brea th from 
the horse's nostrils . 
5. There are approx imately 14 verti­
ca l shade lines be low the right orna­
ment after th e word "DOLLARS ". 
6. There is a stroke after " WELLS ," 
representing a comma. 
7. The co lors: 

$ 1 Red , Gree n, B lack, B lu e, Brown 
( I WE5R) 

$2 Red , Green, Black, Bl ue, Brown 
(!WE IR) 

$4 Re d , Green, Black, B lu e, Brown 
( I WE3R) 
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DOLLAR VALUE 
FORGERIES 

FORGERY A 
TYPOGRAPHED(TAYLOR) 

I. The letters "ES" in "EXPRESS" are 
joined together by the top and bottom 
arms of the "E". 
2. The corner ornaments consist of 
many roundish leaves or petals. 
3. The horse 's mouth is closed. 
4. The background lines are rough hor­
izontal s that are not fully straight. 
5. The are no lines of breath from the 
horse 's nostrils. 
6 . There are no vertical shade lines 
below the right ornament after the 
word "DOLLARS". 
7 . There is no punctuation after 
"WELLS". 
8. The horse 's tail is not three pronged. 
9. The Frajola design at ions are as fol­
lows: 
The "2" dollar is Frajola 's I WE IF I 
The "4" dollar is Frajola's I WE3FI 
The "I" dollar is Frajola's 1WE5Fl 
The "3" dollar is Frajola's I WEB 1 
10. The colors: 
$1 Red (Shades), Carmine, Green 

(Shade s), Black, Blue on Bluish , 
Brown 
$2 Red (Shades), Carmine, Green 

(Shades), Black, Blue on Bluish, 
Brown 
$3 Red (Shades) , Carmine, Green 

(Shades), Black, Blue on Blui s h , 
Brown 
$4 Red (Shades), Carmine, Green 

(Shades) , Blue on Bluish, Brown 

FORGERY B 
TYPOGRAPHED 

"2 DOLLARS" 
1. The pony has a three pronged tail . 
2 . The second "E" in "EXPRESS" has 
a short middle and upper a rm and has 
no lower arm. 

3. The horse has a small opening for a 
mouth . 
4. There are no lines of breath from 
the horse's nostrils. 
5. There are no vertical shade lines 
below the right ornament after the 
word "DOLLARS". 
6. The corner ornaments consist of 
many roundish leaves or petals. 
7. The back gro und line s are cross 
hatched . 
8.There is no punctuation after 
"WELLS" . 
9.The Frajola des ignations are as fol­
lows: 
The "2" Dollar is Frajola's I WEIF2 
10. The colors: 
$2 Red , Green, Black, Brown on 

Bluish 

FORGERY Bl 
TYPOGRAPHED 

"4 DOLLARS" 
1-8. The distinguishing characteristics 
1-8 of Forgery B are repeated . 
9. The numeral does not sit on the 
rider's head . 
I 0. There are additional petals under 
the period after "CO.". 
11 . There is a protruding line from the 
rider's left elbow. 
12. The Frajola designation is 1 WE3F2 
13. The colors: 
$4 Red , Green, Black, Brown on 

Bluish 

FORGERY B2 
TYPOGRAPHED 

"1 DOLLAR" 

1-8 . The distinguishing characteristics 
1-8 of Forgery B are repeated. 
9. The "S" in "WELLS" is taller than 
the other letters and leans backwards . 
10. There is no protruding line from 
the rider's left elbow. 
11. The value word is "DOLLAR" not 
"DOLLARS". 
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Forgery B 

Forgery C 

12. The Frajola designation is 
1 WE5F2. 
13. The colors: 

$1 Red, Green, Brown on Bluish 

FORGERY C 
TYPOGRAPHED 

"2 DOLLARS" 
1. The background shading lin es are 
all horizontal. 
2. The horse 's mouth is closed, except 
for an ind e ntation . 
3. There is no area of cross-hatc hed 
shading coming from the h o r se's 
mouth . 
4 . There are two lines of breath from 
the horse 's nostrils. 

Forgery A 

Forgery Bl Forgery B2 

Forgery Cl 

5. There are 7 vertica l shade lines 
below the right orname nt after the 
word "DOLLARS" with the third ver­
tical line broken. 
6 . No punctuation after 'WELLS" . 
7. NE corner has a white "c" shape. 
8. There are two long white scratches. 
One is across the left front leg of the 
horse and the other is down the back of 
the left leg of the rider. 
9 . The tail has no loose ha irs and does 
not reach the border. 
I 0. The Frajo la designations is as fol­
lows: 
The "2" Dollar is Frajola's 1WE1F3 
11. The co lors: 

$2 Red, Green 
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FORG ERY C l 
TYPOGRAPHED 

"4 DOLLARS" 
I -7. The ident ify in g c harac te ri st ics 1-
7 of Forge ry Care repeated. 
8. Th ere is no lo ng white scra tch dow n 
th e back o f th e left leg of the rider. 
Th e re is a lo ng white sc ra tch across 
the left fro nt leg of the horse. 
9. There is a lo ng dark lin e be low th e 
horse's rear left leg. 
10. The Frajola designation is I WE3F5 
11 . The co lors: $4 Gree n, Black 

FORGERY D 
TYPOGRAPHED 

I . Th e stamp shows sharp detail fro m 
engraving. 
2. Th e ho rse has a s mall ope ning for a 
mouth. 
3 . There is no area o f c lose cross­
hatchin g comi n g from th e hor se's 
mouth . 
4. There a re no lin es of breath fro m 
the horse's nost ril s . 
5 . There are no ve rtical s hade lin es 
belo w the right ornament afte r the 
word " DOLLARS " . 
6 . Th ere is stroke of a co mma after 
"WELLS,". 
7 . Corner ornamen ts have two flowers 
on a vine with crescents in the flowers. 
8. Backgro und lines behind "WELLS, 
FARGO & CO." are fine l y cross ­
hatch ed. 
9. Th e ampersand has a very large top 

loop. 
10. "2" Do ll ar is Frajola 's IWE1F4 
11 . The colors: $2 Red , Green 

FORGERY E 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. There is cross-hatch shading in th e 
backg ro und above the horse's no se. 
2. The horse's tail is not three pronged 
and looks normal. 

3. Th e "2" Dollar is Frajola 's IW E IF5 
4. Th e color: $2 Pale Green 

FORGERY F 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. There are no ve rti ca l shad in g lin es 
be low the ri g h t ornament after the 
word "DOLLARS ". 
2 . The le tt e rs "ES" o f " EXPRESS " are 
no t j oi ned. 
3. T he ho rse has no mou th. 
4 . There is a s trea m of cross-hatched 
shading that ex tend s from the horse's 
mouth. 
5. There is o ne line of breath from the 
horse's nostr il. 
6. No punctuation after "WELLS " . 
7. The horse's tail is w ide at the end 
with a middl e h ai r a nd a top hair 
to uc hing the ri ght inn er border lin e. 
8. T he ba ll is th e NE corner has hori­
zo nta l shade lin es running throu gh it. 
9 . Frajola desig nat io ns as follow s: 
The 4 Dollar is Frajola 's I WE3F4 
Th e I Dollar is Frajo la's I WE5F3 
I 0 . The colors: $ I Red 

$2 Gray Black 
$4 G ray Black 

FORGERY G 
LITHOGRAPHED 

(MOENS 1864) 
I . No shadi ng aro un d the horse. 
2. There are no s h ade lin es aro und 
"PONY EXPRESS". 
3. Th e re is o nl y b lotchi ness around 
"WELLS , FARGO & CO ." and no real 
shad e lin es. 
4. There is a si n g le line curl of the 
scro ll ed pa pe r in a ll of the corners . 
5. The re are no shade lin es around the 
num era l. 
6. There is no shad in g in the riders leg. 
7 . Thi s was printed in the " I " dollar 
value only. 
8. There is an ex t ra border lin e arou nd 
the s tamp . 
9 . The color: Black on White 
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Forgery D Forgery E Forgery F 

Forgery G Forgery H Forgery I Forgery J 

Forgery K 

FORGERY H 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. There are diagonal lin es of shad in g 
above the front legs of the pony. 
2. There is an inverted " Y" of bold 
breath coming from the horses mouth . 
3. Th e "l " Do llar i s Frajo l a's R 
1WE5F4 
4. The co lor : $ 1 Red 

FORGERY I 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. The horse is shaded with thick diag­
onal lines. 

The co lors: $1 Red 
$4 Green Black. 

FORGERY J 
TYPOGRAPHED (SCOTT) 

1. The horse's reins are white . 
2 . The horse is shaded with straight 
diagonal lines. 
3 . The background shading lines are 
all horizontal. 
4. The horse 's mouth is closed or there 
is a very thin small opening . 
5. There are no lines of breath in front 
of th e horse 's nostril s. 
6. There are 4 short and 4 long vertical 
lines in alternating sequence below the 
ri ght ornament after "DOLLAR" . 
7. The numeral "I" has a bulge on each 
s id e of the middle of the upright. 
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Forgery L Forgery M 

There is an ind entati o n of th e top and 
the bottom of the footstroke whic h has 
a sma ll protru sion to the r ight of the 
ce nter. 
8 . The co lor: $ 1 Red 

FORGERY K 
T YPOGRAPHED 

I . T he shadi ng around th e horse is in 
patchy sect ions that do not connect to 
eac h other. 
2. T he le tter in g of " WELLS FARGO 
& CO." is ro ugh. 
3. There is a white dot in eac h of the 
top two corners. 
4 . T he paper of the vi gnette is one d i­
mens iona l and shows no hints of curl­
in g back under. 
5. The bottom label scro ll reads "DOL­
LAR'', eve n on the $2 and $4. The "S" 
is miss in g. 
6 . There are no shade lin es on the do l­
la r nu mera l. 
7 . The co lors: 

$1 Reddi sh Violet , Green 
$2 Green, Red , Viol et , Gray-Green 
$4 Gray, Bl ack, Shades of Gree n 

FORGERY L 
T YPOGRA PHED 

I. The backgro und shadin g under the 
"PR ESS" of "EXPRESS" fades out. 
2 . The end of the horse's ta il is cut off 
s tra ight like a broom. 
3 . T he le tters of " PONY EXPRESS" 
are thin and short. 
4 . Th e hori zontal lin es of background 

Forgery N 

shading are missing_ in front of the 
horse's nose . 
5. The earth under the horse consists 
of curving diagonal lines. 
6. There is a n "S" on "DOLLARS" 
even in the $1 denomination. 
7. The "2" is shaped like the letter "Z". 
8. The colors: $1 Red $2 Green 

FORGERY M 
TYPOGRAPHED 

FROM A WOODCUT 
I . The rider has diagonal shading 111 

the pants leg and on the jacket. 
2. The horse has diagonal shading on 
the front half and uneven circle shapes 
on the hindquarters. 
3 . The horse's tai l is a plume with no 
loose hairs or hair ends. 
4. There are five diagonal lines to the 
right of the ornament after "DOL­
LARS". 
5. "ES" in "EXPRESS" is not joined. 
6. The lead hoof of the horse extends 
forward out of the background shad­
ing area. 

7. The background shading consists of 
horizontal lines. 
8. The colors: $2 Black 

FORGERY N 
TYPOGRAPHED 

FROM A WOODCUT 
1 . There is an apostrophe in 
"WELL'S" . 
2. The background shading consists of 
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Forgery 0 Forgery P 

Forgery Q Forgery R Forgery S 

h orizontal lines that are below the 
rider 's shoulders . 
3 . T he "O" in "CO" is s mall. 
4. "O" in "DOLLARS" is ang ul ar. 
5 . The top rear leg of the ho rse shows 
a c irc le that looks like a horses hoe. 
6. The corners contain v in es w ith no 
flowers . 
7. The co lors: $4 Black 

FORGERY 0 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. The final " S" in "EXPRESS" to uch­
es or nearly touches the r ight inner 
border line. 
2. There is a period after "DOLLAR. ". 
3. The word "DOLLAR" has no " S". 
4 . The front half of the horse is shaded 
ve rtica ll y. 
5. There are vines in the upper left cor­
n er and a flo wer wit h v in es in th e 
upper right corner. 
6. The lettering of "WELLS, FARGO 
& CO." is very thin. 
7. Shading below horse is very coarse. 
8. There are two horizontal lin es in­
s id e the scroll s at the left and right of 
"DOLLAR. ". 

9. The fro nt hoof a nd o ne rea r hoof 
touch the border lin es. 
10. The rider has a derby with a round­
ed to p. 
11. The "4" s it s o n the rid e r 's head . 
12. Th e "2" has a uneve n shaped foot­
stroke. 
13 . The co lo rs: $ 1 Red 

$2 Green 
$4 Black 

FORGERY P 
TYPOGRAPHED 

I . Above the brim of th e ha t there is a 
white o utlin e. 
2. T he front of the horse is di ago nally 
shaded down to the left. 
3. The blanket behind the leg is a large 
white area. 
4 . The horse 's mouth is ope n. 
5 . T he horse ' s tail s hows individual 
hairs. 

6 . The backgro und shading is cross ­
hatc hed . 
7. The "O" in "DOLLA RS " is round. 
8 . The seco nd "E" in "EXPRESS " has 
short a rm s. 
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Forgery T 

9. The footstroke of the "4" is not in­
de nted . 
I 0. The co lors: $4 Green 

FORGERY Q 
TYPOGRAPHED 

I . The "RS" in "DOLLARS" is con­
nected by two vertical strokes. 
2. Lower c urv e of the "S" in "DOL­
LARS" is thinner than in Forgery F. 
3. The colors: $2 Black 

FORGERY R 
TYPOGRAPHED 

I . Above the brim of the hat there is a 
white outline. 
2. The loop of the "S" in "DOLLARS" 
does not touch the " R". 
3. The blanket behind the leg has 
shade lines. 
4. The horse' s mouth is closed. 
5. The horse's tail has two hairs that 
reach the border Ii ne. 
6. The background shading is cross­

ha tched . 
7. There is no circle between the "4" 
and the "X" in "EXPRESS". 
8. The "O" in "DOLLARS" is oval. 
9. The second "E" in "EXPRESS " has 
long arms. 
I 0. The footstroke of the "4" is in­

dented. 
11. The colors: $4 Black 

FORGERY S 
TYPOGRAPHED 

I . The words "PONY EXPRESS" are 
in small lettering. 

Forgery U Forgery V 

2. The horse and rider characteristics 
are the same as Forgery N. 
3. The colors: $1 Black 

FORGERY T 
TYPOGRAPHED 
(AFTER MOENS) 

I. The shadin g around the horse is in 
patc hy sect ions that do not connect to 
eac h other. 
2 . There are no shadi ng lin es around 
"PONY EXPRESS " . 
3. There are no shade lines around the 
inscription "WELLS, FARGO & CO.". 
4. The "S" on " DOLLARS" is raised 
up and is followed by a period. 
5 . The paper of the vig nette shows 
curling under at a ll of the corners. 
6. There are some shade lines around 
the numeral. 
7. The colors : $ I Gold on Cream 

$2 Gold on Cream 
$4 Gold on Cream 

8. This is from the gold sheet. 

FORGERY U (MODERN) 
I. The Scroll under the horse reads 
" 1860-61 ". 
2. There are diagonal line s of ground 
shading under the horse. 
3. The ampersand is small. 
4. There is a circular ornament in each 
corner. 
5. There is a border around the stamp. 
6. There is no denomination. 
7. This is cop ied from a meter post 
marking that was used in 1935-1936. 
8. The colors: 
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a. O n Paper Co lo red Thro ugh 

Blac k o n Ye ll ow 
Bl ac k on Green 
Bl ack on P ink 

b . On Wh ite Pape r 

B lac k 

FORGERY V (MODERN) 
I. Th e scro ll under th e h o rse rea d s 
" 1860-6 1". 

2. Th e re are diagonal lin es of gro und 
shadin g und e r the horse. 

3. The a mpe rsand is larger than in For­
gery U . 

The Originals 

ORIGINALS 
"CENTS VALUES" 
LITHOGRAPHED 

1. Th e ho rse has onl y a small ope ning 
for th e mo uth . 
2 . There a re two lin e s of breath from 
the horse's nostrils that are fo rm ed by 
break s in th e hor iz onta l lines of th e 
back g round . 
3. Th e pr inting is very c lea rl y litho ­
graph ed . 
4. Ju s t be lo w th e vi g ne tte , under the 
" CTS .", th e w ord " IF" appea rs. In 
som e co pi es the lowe r porti o n of the 
" F" is mi ss in g and it re ads " I c " . 

5. Hat ha s vertic a l lines of s had in g . 
6. The horse 's tai l nea rl y reac hes th e 
border lin e . 
7 . Beh i nd the rider th e backgro und 
con s is ts o f fine lin e cross- hatc hin g. 
8. T he Frajo la des ignat io ns are : 

4. There are no c ircul a r ornaments in 
the co rn e rs . 

5. Th e re is no border aro und the s tamp. 
6. There is no de nomin a tion. 

7. This i s co pied from a meter post 
markin g that was used in 1937. 

8 . Th e co lors: 
a. On Paper Colored Through 

Black on Ye ll ow 
Black on Green 
B lack o n Pink 

b. On White Paper 
Black 

The Reprints 

I O CTS . I WE7 Brown 
25 CTS . I WE8 Blue 
25 CTS. I WE9 R ed 

THE CENTS VALUE 
REPRINTS 

I. The horse's mouth is wide o pe n. 
2. T here are no lin es of s had in g in 
fr o nt of th e horse ' s no s tril s. 

3 . Just below th e vig ne tte und e r th e 
"CTS " th e word " IF" a pp ea rs. 
4. T h e hat has a w hite area wit h no 
sh ad in g. 
5. The horse's ta il does not reac h to 
the border lin e. 
6. Behind th e rid e r th e background 
consists of cross- ha tch ed s had in g. 
7. The F raj o la d es ignations a re: 

10 C TS . I WE7R 
25 CTS. I WE8R 
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8. The colors a re: 
IO CTS. 
Red, Green , Black, Blue, Brown 

25 CTS . 
Red , Green , Black , Blue, Brown 

THE CENTS VALUE 
FORGERIES 

FORGERY QQ 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. The hat has a sloping brim and a 
unique shape. 
2. The horse' s tail is very wide . 
3. There are diagonal shade lines on 
the horse's neck that are from the right 
down to the left. 
4 . There is bold diagonal shade lines 
under the "25 CTS . 1/2 OZ.". 
5. There is cross-hatched shading be­
hind the rider. 
6 . "IF" appears below the "CTS." . 
7 . The background shading line s go 
through the letter s of "PONY EX­
PRESS". 
8. The co lors : 

25 CTS . Red , Blue 

FORGERY TT 
TYPOGRAPHED 
(AFTER MOENS) 

1. The front of the rider's foot is visi­
ble and it points straight down . 
2. The horse's tail ends in a square end 
before the border. 
3. There is no diagonal line shading 
under the " lOCTS . 1/2 OZ.". 
4 . There is a bold period after "OZ." . 
5. Illegible letters appear below 
"CTS.". 
6. Hat has white area with no shading. 
7 . The re are no lines of shading be­
hind the rider. 
8. The color : 

10 CTS . Gold on Cream 
9 . Thi s is from the gold sheet. 

FORGERY GG 
LITHOGRAPHED 

(MOENS 1864) 
1. The front of the rid er 's foot is visi­
bl e and it points strai ght down . 
2. Horse 's tail is not wide at the end . 
3. There is a bold period after "OZ.". 
4. " IF" below "CTS ." has bee n re­
placed by two ornamental curves. 
5. The rider 's hat has a white area with 
no shading. 
6 . The shading behind the rider comes 
to points hinting at four trees. 
7. There is a di ago nal flaw line up 
from the rear of the horse. 
8. There is an extra border line around 
the stamp. 

FORGERY XX 
TYPOGRAPHED(SCOTT) 

1. Thick diagonal shade lines in the 
horse from the left down to the right. 
2. "IF" does not appear below "CTS.". 
3. The "C" in 'CO" has a horizontal 
bar and look like a "G". 
4 . The rider 's hat has a horizontal line 
of shading . 
5. The horse's tail has feathery ends. 
6 . There is no cross-hatched shading 
in the background , only horizontal 
lines behind the rider. 
7. The horse' s nec k is shaded with di­
agonal lines from the top left. 
8. The Frajola de signations are : 

10 CTS . 1 WE7Fl 
25 CTS . 1 WE8Fl 

9. The colors are: 
10 CTS . Light Brown 
25 CTS . Red , Blue 

FORGERY YY 
TYPOGRAPHED 

1. The horse and rid er are s imilar to 
Forgery QQ. 
2. The horse' s tail is ve ry wide, but 
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Forgery GG Forgery QQ 

Forgery XX 

Forgery TT 

the bottom two hairs are not as long 
as in Forgery QQ. 
3. Th ere are diagonal shad e lines on 
the horse's neck that are from the right 
down to the left. 
4. There are bold diagona l shade lines 
under the "25 CTS. 1/2 OZ.". 

Forgery YY 

5. There is cross-hatc hed shading be ­
hind the rider. 

6. "IF" appears below the " CT.". 
7. Background shading line s do not go 
through the letters of "PONY EX­
PRESS". 
8. The colors: 25 CTS. Blue 
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Update: 
Our Internet Website Has A Brand New Look. Shop 
Our Auction & Hundreds of Stamps In Full Color! 

By the way, you can view 
our latest 48-page price list 
at our site ... or send for it by 

mail. It's free! 

U.S. Revenue Stamps 
Penny Post readers can relax in the comfort of home and review one of the 

world's largest stocks of revenue stamps at our new Internet web site. 
But wait, there's more! Our newly-designed web site is one of philately's most 

exciting. It's full of entertaining full-color graphics and up-to-date information on 
the revenue stamp world. And it changes all the time: .. so one visit is never enough. 

Scott listed revenues, embossed & stamped paper, beer stamps, ta-xpaid rev­
enues, possessions revenues, proofs & essays, local stamps, and philatelic literature. 
America's finest stock. Write, call or visit our site to get our latest 48-page price list 
or send your want list for custom approvals tailored to your needs. 

P.O. Box 728 · Leesport PA 19533-0728 
(61 O) 926-G200 · Fax: (610) 926-0120 - Email: ejackson@epix.net 
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Byron J. Sandfield 
Major Buyer & Seller of 

Carriers & Locals 
for Advanced & Beginning Collectors 

p ARI( 16440 North Central Expressway 
CITlfS Suite 316 

Dallas, Texas 75206 
ST AMPS Phone: 214/361-4322 

Member - ASDA, APS, TSDA, ARA 
The Carriers & Local,; Society 



If you are a dedicated collector of 
classic United States stamps, covers, 

or fancy cancels, we can belp you 
build an award winning collection. 

Ventura 
StampCo. 

f ~ 

~y~ 4~er~ 

Quality U.S. Stamps, Covers & Fancy Cancels 
Post Office Box 508, Brielle, New Jersey 08730 

(908) 528-7178 Fax (908) 223-2810 




