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Boyddos City Express of New York City was
in the US, and endured government pressure to close down longer than any other post.
As a result, mapstamps and covers were issued and serviced, thereby making it easy to
develop a good collection of both stamps and covers.

Brief History of the Post*

John T. Boyd opened his post for business on June 17, 1844 at 45 William Street,
next to Wall Streetin downtown Manhattan. He advertised two deliveries daily at 9am
and 3pm for two cents up to 2&treet. He also advertised deliveries to Brooklyn for
three cenfsand letters to the press for frédn addition, Boyd advertised that he would
handle maey deliveries only if they were registered at their office. On such covers, the
signature of dAJ. T. Boydo i s seen as the re
to four per day, at 9, 12, 2 and td odcC. Post

Dur i ng 1 8maihtaineBoosiness by delivering mail for independent mail
companies, at first with Pomeroyds Letter EHx
American Letter Mai | Company, We bctabian Lett er
with other companie@~igure 1) Although he advertised the placement of 200 collecting
stations (probably malboxes) from the beginning, conjunctive covers during the first
few months of operation are seen more often than local delivery covers. [@sliwethe
US post office for out of town delivery are rarely seen until early 1845.

Al t hough Boydés initially delivered mail
compani es, primarily Pomeroyos, t he Act of
eliminated the carriage of mail between cities except by postal workers or contractors.
Boyddbs was apparently not permitted to pick
delivery, although =exceptions exi s-tity Thus,
delivery of mail and delivery of letters to the Post Office (or to a PO collection box) from
this time untilaround1885.

!0t her sources provide a more detai |l éldePlivatsltocar y of Boy
Posts of the United StateaedHe nry Abt 6s unfini shed s dheiPlaelisitnf arti cl e
1950. There have also been several articlegtie PennyPost et ai | i ng Boydds stamps, po

history of operations.

% Since Brooklyn and New York operated US paffices, the rate between the two cities was five cents for

l etter mail. Here Boydbs is already competing with t
Letters carried by -Baredcarse. t o Brooklyn in 1844
5Greigb6s 1842 dypmmeh P wak thediistttojadvBrtise free carriage of mail and

newspapers to the editors of the APublic Press. o



Boydos iitsindrackyarsd éetie postoffice business throughout 1843\t
the sametimet he gover nment 6 s Ceclining, &nd sigsedtlatehn Po st v
1846 (Mead almost immediately-opened the post under private management.) Other
posts sprang up inthe 18445 t i me peri od that offered s o0me
including Cummi ngso Ci tyDispactscth, PDousptu,y Ha nS cohredn
Express, Barrds Manhattan Express Post and t
City Dispatch, Hall & Mills Free Dispatch Po
City Post joined in the competition for letter mail mess in New York City. In January
of 1847, Aaron Swarts opened his post in the old Chatham Square Branch of the New
York post of fice. He | ater bought John Bc
competitor.
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Figure 1. Boydoés used uwesg, Aug.d,tl844.el y wi t h

In January 1849, the government returnetheocity delivery business and placed
25 fAistationso for the deposit of Il etters, w
while introduéngt hei r simply designedantdo Stamai [ 50
No. 6LB9). Boyd quickly advertised thae had over 1000 collection boxes, one in
nearly every block below 50St r eet . I n 1849, Boydos i nto
reportedlyin small boxes at a premium above their usual charge of two cents per stamp.
Boyd recognized the convenience of stampasgon for firms who needed larger
guantities to prepay their mail, and the number of diecut stamps on cover is testimony to
their popularity. The US government did not routinely adopt perforations until 1857.

Frustrated in its attempts to gain the mave and control of local delivery of letter
mail, the US Congress passed an act on March 3, 1851, that designated the streets of New
York City to be postal routes. The Franklin and Eagle carrier stamps (Scott Nos. LO1



LO2) were intended to permit prepaymeof local mail left in US boxes or with the

carrier. Letters delivered from the mails were due two cents on delivery; the New York

post office rarely if ever allowed private posts to pick up mail for local delivery during

this period. However, Boyd kdlly advertised in August of 1851 that he would continue

his | ocal delivery services, and ignored the
did likewise.

The depression of 18878 pr obabl y set Boydds busines:
recovered in 185 John T. Boyd died on June 8, 1859, and his 17-glelaeldest son,
John T. Boyd, Jr., took over the business. Unfortundtetyr B dogepphdHolt was
appointed Postmaster General in March, 1836It was determined to eliminate the
remaining privatgosts. He installed locked mail boxes on the streets of New York City
in November, 1859, so that citizens could drop mail in them after the drug stores,
stationers, and other placesh at col | e ct éal closedifdrthefdayr HeBatsey d 6 s
recommeded to Congress that the drop letter charge be dropped in favor of only a carrier
charge to, from or through the post office.

In May, 1860, Boyd Jr. reduced the rate for the first time in its history to one cent
for all classes of mail. At about thensa time, Kochersperger, the new proprietor of
Bl ooddés Penny Post in Philadel phi a, defied t
roads. The government took Kochersperger to court, but lost, because carrying mail on
streets not used by mail carrierssadeemed legal according to the law.

Nonetheless, the young Boyd closed his post on August 1, 1860, and sold it to
William and Mary Blackham late in 1860. The Blackhams announced ibygereng of
the post on Dec. 24, 18@Bigure 2) The Blackhams rested the two cent fee for local
delivery of mail, but provided a one cent rate for delivery to the post office and for
circulars and magazines. The Blackhams subsequently relocated the office to 39 Fulton
Street late in 1862, and began delivering rail sighmer timetables to its customers free
of charge, paid for by advertising. The Blackhams made a brief exploration of the
philatelic market by issuing gold stamps on colored papers (Scott Nos.-20L.2Q.)
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Figure 2. Business card announcingre peni ng of Boydods by the

More importantly, they turned to bulk catkgon and delivery of circulars, bills,
notices and pamphlets, aagparently began maintaining address lidts. 186 4 Boydoés
introduced itsfirst stamped envelopes, which are rare today. For reasons that are not
cl ear , wd ocaplal tscontinuets buwsiness of local mail delivery until US
Government officials raided it on May 4, 1883 along vatiothercompetitor, George
Hussey. Fines were imposed but the posts carried on their busitesgpears that
Boyddés | ocal deliver.y oHusgsmad) 0 s nadleads ead oium dl 8l
turned to the development and sales of mailing lists and address labels, and as of today
they are still in business as an alumni search service.

Boyddés Rates Compared with NYC Post Office F

The rate forB o ysdmail service was two cents until May of 1860, when it was
reduced to one cent. Onopeningof thepost by the Blackhamdetters to the mail were
delivered for one cent and local deliveries were performed for two cents. Probably in
1877, B o sed sulsseqpent espuas with no value stated, and presumably reduced
its rate to one cent. However, there could have been different rates for different classes
of service, but no advertising or other documentation has been found.

It is useful to compareBod 6 s r ates with those of the N
analyzed this subject thoroughly, and the following table abstracts the data relevant to the
kinds of mai/l Boydds might hdn\eicanrefemto c o mpe't
these categories ofiail handling as (1) carrier pickup and delivery of local mail, (2) drop
lettersit o t he Mails, o (3) left at the PO Afor t
drop letters for pickup at the PO by the addresg6g carrier pickup plus drop, and)(
carrier delivery Afrom the Mails. o

The New York Post Officecharged morevhen a letter was dropped at its office
for carrier deliverythan if it were placedn a collection box for local deliverguntil
1860. It only costone cent from 18480 to leave an addressed letter itU& collection
box for carrier deliveryyetit cost two cents to put it in the box for deposit at the Post
Office for the addressee to pick it up as a drop letter. These rate differences certainly
suggest that the least expmmasway to deliver a letter from within New York City was to
place the street address on it and leave it in a collection box!

At two cent s, Boyddés rate for | ocal mai |
rate of one cent from 1849 O . Y e t ,ntaiBed § grodngriennpasition in providing
this service, as theomparativelylargea number of survivingB o y céstal examples
suggest.

* Roth, SM. Summary of drop letter and carrier postal rates, New York City {1588). The Chronicle
26(4): 216212, (Nov) 1974.



6/1/1794 7/1/1845 to 7/1/1851 to| 4/3/1860to| 7/1/1860to| 7/1/1863to
to 6/30/1851 4/2/1860 6/30/1860 | 6/30/1863 6/30/1885
6/30/1845

Placed in
collection box for .ZC

S 2c (cin Feb 1c 1c 1c 2c
carrier pickup and 1849)
intra -city delivery
Placed in
collection box for NPR NPR + 1c NPR | NPR+1c| NPR+1c| NPR
out of town
delivery
Leftat PO forout | \pp NPR NPR NPR NPR NPR
of town delivery
Drop at PQ . 3c 4c 2c 1c 1c 2c
carrier delivery
Drop at PO for
pickup by lc 2c lc lc lc 2c
addressee
Placed in
collection box for
pickup at PO by 1c 2c 2c 2c 1c 2c
addressee
From out of town NPR + 2c
for carrier NPR+2c| (NPR+1cin | NPR+2c| NPR+ 1c | NPR + 1c NPR
delivery Feb 1849)

Table 1. NYC Postal Rates (NPR = Normal Postal Raterarying by weight until
July 1, 1845, when it became 5c for distances under 300 miles and 10c for greater
distances; June 30, 1851, when it became 3c forepaid letters under 3000 miles, 6¢
for prepaid letters over 3000 miles, 5c for unpaid letters under 3000 miles and 10c
for unpaid letters over 3000 miles;and April 1, 1855, when single letters were
prepaid 3c for distances under 3000 miles and 10c fower 3000 miles)

During the 184560 period of ownership by John T. Boyd and later his son, the

operation must have provided advantages for his customers. These probably included

more frequent deliveries and therefore speedier service, and more collBwtes and
carriers than the Post Officthe use of delivery times in handstamibe availability of

stamps for prepayment at hotels, drug stores and other box locations; the innovation of

diecut stamps for the convenience of large customers; provitteef saddresses so that

customers did not have to rely on directories published annually; secure collection boxes;
goodwi | |
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and
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attempts to close private enterprise as bureau@atianappropriate.

Stamps and Postage Stamped EnvelopEsedby

John T. Boyd designed an eagle on globe design that was used from 1844 until

Boydos

of

around 1867. The first 15 issues were printed in black on green sodiaced paper,

except

sfoacri atl e gfol d
supposedlymade for wedding announcements, invitations, and the like.

on

whi t e

p r i, which weig s

For a few

months in 1857, printings were made in red and orange on white (Ggodt Nos. 20L12

t he

c

(Scot



and 20L13) but gparently the green color was preferred and a new printing was made in
green in 1857 (Scott No. 20L14.)

Figure 3. 20L1 original used. Figure 4. Forgeries of 20L1 by Taylor and Scott.

| Surviving examples of the first three issyeScott Nos. 20L420L3, are not
common. They were used inthe early 848 per i od when gBningdos was
to obtain local delivery business. &ffver examples are less common than those on
cover. (Figure3). Figure 4 shows Taylor and Scott forgeries of 20L1.

Figure 5. 20L4, showing early and late (worn) impressions.



Figure6. 2 0L4 ATo the Mailso to Canada.

On the other hand, examples of 20L4 (18485 off and on cover anmuchmore
common(Figure 5 shows early and late impressions from the plate) show both local
delivery and ATo the Mail so0 us(&igues), Awith th
darker dull green printing was made around 1847, although it is not listed. Scott No.
20L7 replaced this stamp in mi#l848 and was in use until 1852. It is also easily
obtainable.



Figure 7. 20L8 ATo the Mail so on U2 postage

Rdederndo wso s o v i ndodnioinie
: BULL'S HEAD HOTEL,

206 & 298 THIRD AVENUE,
s Cor. 24 Street, NEW YORK.

:8- GEO. H. METCALLY'B, Proprietor.
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Figure8.20L12 from Bull s Head Hot el NYC, to

Late in 1852, Scott No. 20L8 was prepa€tgure7), and in mid or late 1854,
20L10 was produced. Both issues are often available from dealers. In December, 1855,
20L11 was used, followed by 20L13 in May 1856, and 20L12 in June (F8§6re 8).



These were replaced by 20L14 in early to1h857, so that copies of 20L-PDL13 were

not in use very long and are difficult to obtain. No. 20L14 is commonly found on cover.
However, only a single sheet of 100 of 20L14 is known todayact, most of the issues

to this point are scarce in unused condition, so apparently few remainders existed.

Figure9. 20L15A To t he Mai l so6 with 3c¢c 1857, Ju

John Boyd, Jr., modified the 20L14 two cent plates when he reduced the rate to
one cent in 1860 and made 20L15, but it was a sloppy job and every position is
identifiabl e, some with much of the fASO0 of
remainders in unused condition exist, includogghaps 5@heets of 100. However, used

specmens are scarce, since the period of use was only about twa l@alfl months
(Figure9).



Figure 10. 20L16 tetebeche pair from upper right corner of sheet.
Figure 11. 20L17 varieties, the nAtCGNdE ACIEON TeSror oerr.r

When the Blackhams took over, they introduced the two cent 20L16 and a one
cent stamp with the same design, the latter issued in several shades grouped together as
20L17 black on lilac and 20L18 black on blue gray. In preparing the plate for 20L16, the
top row was inverted, resulting in ten tdeche vertical pairs from the sheet of 100
(10x10). Full sheets of 20L16 are rare, but-tetehe pairs are ndFigure 10). This
error was corrected when the one cent plate was.ntadeot t 6 s c adtallstog cont i
tetebeche pairs for 20L:20L18until the 2003 edition However, in one position on the
one cent plate, the AS0O of n CdEelyI Banothen s not ¢
position the Al10 is inverted. These stamps

1866(Figure 10).

Although the literature suggests that Scott Nos. 2€2QI22 comprised a
Aphil atelicodo I ssue for baothé ehers,andcould Bakel 19 1 s
been intended to emul ate the earlier MnAsoci a
verified used copiesnay not exist so perhaps this issue is a trial color plate proof.
20L20-20L22 exist unuseth almost all casesnd they apparently were printed from the
20L16 plate with top row inverted, so that tbeche varieties existhese are much
scarcer than those of 20L16. It is interesting to note thatthesasd | ed fiphi |l at el i



was printed from the same plate24.16, which is known to be used in early 1861. If

the original plate was altered to form the one cent 2@Ql718 plate, when and how
weretheseeal | ed fAphilatelic issueso printed?
along with 20L16, and then thdape was altered to make the one cent stamps, or the
20L16 plate was a different plate from the one cent plate. The lack of multiples of one
cent stamps makes the determination difficult, so research needs to be done comparing
the one cent stamps with the/o cent stamps, looking for common plate position
characteristics.
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Figure 12. 20LU4 used entire.

It appears that th8lackhamsi s sued Boydods first ser.i
1864, Nos. 20LUL20LU11A. Unused entires are occasionally found, but used entires
along with used cutggiares are very ra(€igure ).

es
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Figure 13. 20L23 tetebeche crosgyutter pair.

The Blackhamsnext issue was 20L23 in 1866, using the same stones as Boyd
used to prepare 20L120L13. Sometime later, reprints of all of these stamps were made,
but the plate for the reprints was different enough teptimts can be identified. The
reprint plate is known as Plate C. In order to determine if a given stamp is a reprint or not
requires checking every position of Plate C to determine if it is from the reprint plate or
not> (Figures B and ¥). Unused exaples of 20L11 and 20L13 must always be
checked, as most of those on tharket are from the reprint PéaC.

At about the same time, the one cent stamps of 1861 were replaced with a new
issue in two colors, Scott Nos. 20L-:20L.25. These are very scariceused condition.
Reprints were made of both issues. The original 20L24 is on highly glazed paper with an
ink that is grayistblack, while reprints are not very glazed and inked in a deeper black.
Reprints of 20L25 are assumed to be the ungummed spesiof the original since no
other identifying characteristics have been foun@ummed examples of 20L25 are
originals or remainders of the originals.

Boydos c¢ ov €ld6s thrbugho most wfi 1877 are decidedly uncommon,
and dated covers from this pmt are even more difficult to locate. During this time,
Boyddés issued a number of postage stamped
issue bank notices with their stamp design on them in 1874. These are all scarce in used
condition, with the posisle exceptions of 20LU13 and 20LU18. The 1880 bank notice,
20LU50, is common in unused condition due to a supply of remainders, but the rest of the
notices are rare or unknown in unused condifféigure 5).

® These chracteristics were worked out by Donald Patton in his book mentioned earlier, and reproduced by
Larry Lyons in hiddentifier, Volume I.



Plate C.

Figure 14. 20L13 reprint sheet
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BOYD'S BANAING AND INSURANCE SPECI, L. DISPATCH, No. 1 PARK PLACE,

JAMES BUELL, President. E. H. PERKINS, Jr., Cashier. Epw. TOWNSEND, 4 ssist. Cashier.

e Importers' & Traders’ Pational Bank of et Pork,

Hew York,

You are credited as proceeds for collection of items as stated below. Distant items may not be paid at date of this communication (we
credit after waiting, as we suppose, a sufficient time to receive notice of non payment) and may be re‘mrned \m.pmd, in which case_they will be
debited to your account. Yours respectfully, K. H. PERKINS, Jr., Cashier,

NOTE OR BILL. AMOUNT. EXPENSES. PROCEEDS.

e
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Figure 16. 20L44 on allover advertising cover.



Scott No. 20L26 was adapted from the enveldpsign by boring out the address
A39 Fulton St. o This was the first major d
and has been referred to as the framed eagle desigaingle sheet of 20L26 survives
today and permits plating of individual copiedthough it is doubtful that as many as 100
examples other than the sheet are known. (Hollowbush originally owned this sheet, and
Perry was able to plate individual stamps f
Par k Pl aced adwasidsuea ss 20LR828L33addpendiagsos perforation
type (imperforate or perforated) and paper type (laid or wove). The first two (20L30
20L31) are imperforate, and the rest perforated in various gauges. The brown on yellow
stamp (20L34) was briefly useddis hard to find in any condition. Covers of 20L34 are
rare. After a short period, the denominat
printed in various shades, perforations and papers as 2Z013%. Used stamps and
covers from 20L26 through 20L43A | mo st al ways Dbear a bl ack
cancellation on the stamp. All of the issues from 20L26 through 20L43A used on cover
are scarce to rare.

With the return of yeadated handstamps in 1877 becomes easier to date
Boydbs st amp sagle desigh was feplagen &ydthe Mercury design in 1878.
In all probability, 20L43A was issued before 20L43, with covers of the former known
used mostly in July and August of 1878, and the latter mostly from August through
October, 1878. Theredandtedd ange Mer cur y 0 s-browa shaddirstl | as a
listed in the2003 catalog, are difficult to find used or unused, particularly in sound
condition.

A variety of three designs, various perforations, and the use of wove or laid
papers gave rise tithe many pink and blue Mercury stamps, 20120456 (Figure 16).
First appearing in 1879, the Mercuryodos wer
occasionally thereafter up until about 1885. The corresponding Mercury envelopes
(20LU33-20LU44A) seem to ha been used from 1871881

The change in the nature of Boydds busin
revenues is readily observed in the printed
National Bank, currently listed as 20LU20LU53. Prined on one side only, they each
carry the design of the current stamp in use from 1874 to 1885, and presumably were
filled out by the bank for delivery by Bo
transactions on their accountsThese items are more likeogtal cards than postal
stationery. They are generally scarce and some varieties are not included 20@Be
Scott Specialized Catalogfie The National Park Bank notice, Scott No. 20LU54, is
known only in unused condition, and is scarce. A {ontisted b u't known Boyd

*Bowman JD. B 0 y dldePenhyrPasikia. 8(5)« HgQctetsr, 2000.

"For a compl et dhalnidsttiacmgp sqof rkdydods o Bowman JD and LeBe
Survey of Boydd sThéRemsny RobiVolM€3):242, July, 4997, and Larry Lyons

Identifier Vol. 1ll for corrections to the article.

8 Bowman JD. ProposeBcotirevisions to Boyd s b a n k Tha Rehny Bost¥ol. 9(3):416, July,

2001.



postcard for Gaff Fleischmann & Co. exists in used condition but is rare and desired by
postcard collectors as well as locals collectors.

Later Boyddés <cover s, with handstamps onl
sometimes have addres$dds pasted to the cover. It is likely that these address labels
were prepared by Boydos, as their mail busi

custom mailing lists and address labels for commercial mail.
Common Reprints
The collector has alreadyeen warned about reprints of 20E13 and 20L23

20L25 that exist and are often sold as origindside from these, there are only a few
ot her reprints of any significance for Boyd?ad

Figure 17. 20L8 original and reprint, the original showing frame lines.

Scott No. 20L8 has been reprinted in black on bright-gheen surfaced paper
that is hard to separate from the originals. However, there are no dividing lines on this
reprint nor othereprints so originalsshouldshow the dividing lines between the stamps
on one or more of the edges if cut large enoiiidure 17). In addition, the originals are
on a true green surfaced paper. Another group of reprints of this stamp was made on a
highly-glazed but dull green surfaced paper, with three distinguishing transfer varieties.

Most of the reprints of 20L11 occur anpale green paper that seems to have
faded with age and can be plated to Plate C. Harder to distinguish is another set of
reprints from Plate C which are printed in colors very close to the original. These are
always lighter in shade than the dull gremiginals.

The redon white20L12 was not reprinted iits originalcolor, but the dull orange
on white20L13 was. The reprint color is practically identical to originals, so that unused
copies must be plated to determine if they are originals omteprinused originals of
20L11-20L13 are very scarce. Used examples are also scarce, but are almost always
authentic.

Fortunately for collectors, a fairly large numberaoiginal remainders of 20L23
exist in blocks and other multiples, which is not tase for 20L1120L13, each rare as a
multiple. The work of former students has elucidated that there were three plates
prepared for these stamps. Plates A and B were used for originals, and Plate C was used



for reprints. The later 20L23 is most intdneg, because it was printed in a weakd

turn fashion from Plates A and B in three different arrangements or settings, giving rise to
a number of tetbeche pairs, blocks and larger multiples, @l which areunused
remainders. The worindturn printng method involved placing Plates A and B as A
over B, A over inverted B, and B over A, for the three settings. As each plate consisted
of a pane of 25 stamps (5x5) aligned in three different arrangements or settings on the
printing stone, both verticaha horizontal tetdbeche examples exist. When the first half

of the sheet had been printed from the two plates, the sheet of paper was turned and the
other half printed. As a result of this manual turning of the paper sheet, variations in
spacing and offet between panes can be found in copger examples.



Figure 18. Scott reprint sheet of 10, tetbeche horizontally.



Figure 19. Scott reprint sheet of 4, tetdeche vertically.

It has been reported that J. W. Scott obtained the envelope die for the first series
of postage stamped envelopes, 20201 U11A, and made reprint envelopes. He also
prepared sheets of ten and obif to make the numerous unused cut square examples on
papes of several colors and laid ling§igures 18 and 19) However, an acceptable
system for telling the reprint entires from the unused original entires has not been
developed, so collectors shoudé careful of unused entires of this series. That being
said, reprint entires are scarce in their own right, unlike the cut squitesScott reprint
cut squares are common and often offeredimused original cut squares, and collectors
should generdJ regard these as reprints.

Figure 20.Forgery G, prepared in several colors, with values of 1c, 3c, 5¢, 7c and 9c.



