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Philadelphia was the second city in the United States to be honored with a
private company dedicated solely to delivering local mail. The Philadelphia
Despatch Post, was described in the local newspapers as a City Despatch Post,
owned by Robertson & Co., and fashioned after the former City Despatch Post in
New York founded by Greig.' This is the second in a series of postal history articles
reviewing chronologically the stamp issues of the dominant private post in
Philadelphia.

Philadelphia Despatch Post

The Philadelphia Despatch Post was the third entity in the world to produce
stamps for prepayment of postage, after Great Britain in 1840, and New York in
February 1842. To put this into its proper historical perspective, Switzerland was
fourth in March 1843, and Brazil fifth in August 1843.^ Postmaster provisional
stamps in the United States began July 1845, United States federal stamps in July
1847.

Moreover, for eighteen months the Philadelphia Despatch Post was the only
private post in the United States, and the entire world, dedicated solely to city
delivery of letters."^

Circular Handstamp Marking

Two handstamp markings, 28 millimeter in diameter with inscription
"PHILA. DESPATCH POST." have been documented. One is dated December 19,

1842 in black ink with "10 A. M." center,'' and another circular handstamp with "3P
M" is dated December 31, 1842 in red ink. Each specified delivery time from the
company office. The author has recorded 61 examples of this circular handstamp
marking, but only the first was in black ink.^ Figure 1 is a representative "3P M"
example.

Prepayment Stamp

The early stamps produced by the Philadelphia Despatch Post were simply
handstamp markings on paper without gum fashioned into an octagonal form. The
"3P M" circular handstamp had been selected for prepayment stamps." An imperfect
stamp creation with designated afternoon delivery as part of the design. For morning
deliveries the stamp design was incorrect, misleading, and a potential source of
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Figure 1. The Philadelphia Despatch Post circular handstamp was
fashioned in two types, one each for the two delivery times: 10 AM in
Figure la from census number 1; and 3 PM in Figure lb, from census

number 14.
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Fignre 2. Red on bluish paper, Scott Catalog 15L1, from 1843.

Figure 3. 15L1 stamp design center was inappropriately marked for an
afternoon delivery time, "3P M". Best shown in census number 1 and 14.

confusion. Since modern "white out" was not available the oetagonal stamps could
be salvaged by obliterating the delivery time with the crude "PAID" handstamp.

The author believes the first Philadelphia Despateh Post "eut out
handstamps" were "black," Scott 15L2.^ All six surviving 15L2 examples are on
cover, likely prepared prior to December 31, 1842, and known from a short period of
time, the latest example on June 13, 1843.

It is probable that in short order the company's prompt success forecast they
would soon sell out of their stock of black stamps. A second and perhaps larger
group with same design, was printed in red ink. Figure 2. The same "3P M" center
handstamp was selected again, best shown in Figure 3. The 2012 Scott Catalog,
seems to erroneously assign Seott I5LI to this second red handstamp cutout used on
covers.
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15L1 Characteristics

The 15L1 stamp design was "primitive," without the bust of a famous
person or pictorial design. Simply a paper cutout of the company's name prepared
from the handstamp. "Primitive" as not a printed sheet of stamps with gum.
"Primitive" octagonal shape, not continued by any government or private
companies, with the exception of Hale & Co. beginning March 14, 1844 for fifteen
months.® The 15L1 stamp design was identical to 15L2, each with "3P M" at center.
They differed by color only. 15L1 was "red on bluish," 15L2 was "black."

Dates and Time of Service

Fourteen examples of "red on bluish" 15L1 octagonal stamps have survived.
The earliest recorded is February 15, 1843. The latest recorded is November 8, 1843.

The Philadelphia Despatch Post delivered letters twice a day from its
"principal office" at 83 South Second Street. This strategic location was a few
hundred feet away from the main post office and across from the confluence of
Dock and Second Street.^

Description Census
(1) February 15, 1843; folded letter; local delivery; manuscript "R&Co", bold red

"3P M"; faint red "PAID" handstamp cancel, bold red "circle of dots"
cancel; red "lOA M" circular "PHILA. DESPATCH POST." auxiliary
handstamp. To: "Mr. Thos. G. Hollingsworth. / 136 South 2. St."; Harmer
sale 1071, March 20, 1957, lot 558, Caspary; Siegel sale 817, November 15,
1991, lot 491, Golden. Ex Eowe. Kramer collection.

(2) April 19, 1843; folded letter; to the Mails, New York; manuscript "R&Co", (red)
PAID handstamp cancel, (red) bold 12mm single line numeral "3" cancel;
(red) Philadelphia circular datestamp, Clarke 59 (f), manuscript 12 'A rate.
To: Robert M Ludlow Esq / Office of the Camden & Amboy Rail Road Co-
/ New - York". Ex Boker.

(3) June 13, 1843; (folded letter); local delivery; cut square, manuscript "R&Co",
(red) bold PAID handstamp cancel, (red) 6mm outline numeral "3" cancel;
auxiliary (red) 12mm single line numeral "3" handstamp, (red) Philadelphia
circular datestamp, Clarke 59(f), manuscript ''Refused". To: Mr. Fred Fritz /
(Phila)". Harmer sale 1071, March 20, 1957, lot 560, Caspary. Ex Boker.

(4) June 20, 1843; folded letter; local delivery; manuscript "R&Co", red "3 PM";
bold red PAID handstamp cancel, two red 6mm outline numeral "3" cancel;
two red "PM" circular "PHILA. DESPATCH POST." auxiliary handstamp.
To: "Mr Maurice McNamee/ Shippen betw 3 & d"' St / Blacksmith". Siegel
sale 817, November 15, 1999, lot 492, Golden. Signed Lowe.
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