
BLOOD'S 15L10: Part 10
By

Vemon R. Morris, MD

D.O. Blood & Co. began on July 1, 1845 by acquiring the Philadelphia
Despatch Post and their remaining stamps, I5L3, the world's first pictorial stamp.
During the next three years into 1848, three variations of the "striding messenger"
stamps were printed. Only 18% (17 of 93), however, of the final two issues (15L5
and 15L6) serviced outbound letters} (as they had been reserved primarily for local
door delivery).

By January 1846, Blood & Co. developed an entirely new stamp dedicated
for outbound letters only. An inscription "for the POST OFFICE," headed an
entirely new geometric double circle stamp design.^ The world's first special
purpose stamp formally established a new business paradigm of bifurcated private
postal service. The company had divided and specialized its business model, with
delivery of letters to either a local street address or a government post office. During
the next two years D.O. Blood & Co. printed two additional similar double circle
stamp designs, virtually all servicing outbound letters.

Altogether, D.O. Blood & Co. printed six different stamp designs, three of
each type, during these several years, with large quantities of stamps not yet
deployed into service

Suddenly in 1848 a new company name, profoundly different adhesive
stamp design, and full color appeared! Blue stamps. Green stamps. Out with black,
white, and shades of gray. The next five stamp issues, four of which appeared during
1848, were under a new name, "Blood's Despatch." Physical stamp dimensions
were conspicuously different. Whereas prior Blood & Co stamps were large squares,
all Blood's Despatch stamps were smaller and rectangular. What did not change was
the very successful bifurcated business model.

15L10 "Black and Blue"

The horizontal rectangular framed design in Figure 1 measured 23mm by
17.5mm, and has been listed in the Scott Catalogue as 15L10 "black and blue" for 2
cents The vignette was a horizontally oblong shaped double serpentine scroll.
Large capital letters "BLOOD'S" at top and "DESPATCH." at bottom. Smaller
letters in the center scroll "for the POST OEEICE." explicitly defined a special
purpose stamp,®-' and conceptual continuation of the D.O. Blood & Co series of
geometric double circle stamps (15L7; 15L8; and 15L9).

Vernon R. Morris, Jr., MD, "Bloods Part 6: 15L6," The Penny Post, Vol. 22, No. 2, April
2014, Whole No. 87, page 58.
Vernon R. Morris, Jr., MD, "Bloods Part 7: 15L7," The Penny Post, Vol. 22, No. 3, July
2014, Whole No. 88, pages 29,53.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, April 2014, pages 41,57.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, pages 29,53.
Scott 2012 Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers, Ninetieth Edition,
Scott Publishing Co., 2011, Sidney, Ohio, page 545.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, pages 52,55.
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Figure 1. Unused 15L10 light blue horizontal rectangle specified
"BLOOD'S DESPATCH. / for the POST OFFICE."

15L10 VOLUME per YEAR
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Figure 2. 15L10 Volume per Year reveals the great majority of covers were
1848.
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Figure 3. The earliest recorded 15L10 was a March 22, (1848) folded letter
addressed to Wilmington, Delaware.

' Vernon R. Morris, Jr., MD, "Bloods Part 9: 15L9," The Penny Post, Vol. 23, No. 1,
January 2015, Whole No. 90, pages 51,52,55, and 60.
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No 15L10 stamps were perforated. Only one multiple exists, an off cover
vertical pair with original gum.^ All stamps were apparently separated manually.
The rectangular frame leant itself to efficient "cut rectangle" separation, much like
prior cut square striding messenger stamps.®

As with all predecessor issues, no 15L10 stamps were monetarily
denominated. Since mid-1846 singles of either functional type stamp could be
purchased for only 2 cents. No specified monetary value facilitated wholesale
volume discounts, different pricing for each type of service, different pricing by
quantity, and yet retained potential for global single stamp retail reduction.

15L10 Description Census
1. March 22 (1848); folded letter; outbound Delaware; cut rectangle, uncancelled;

blue Clarke 71 Philadelphia cds; manuscript "'Kate'". To: "Miss Susanna Simms /
4* & King Sts / Wilmington Del". Siegel 803 July 16, 1998 lot 1735. November
4, 1998 PFC 329438; April 27, 2010 PFC 486186 both decline opinion.
Morris collection.

2. May 3, (1848); folded letter; outbound Delaware; cut rectangle, four bar grid
cancel"; blue Wilmington cds on reverse. To: "James A. Bayard Esq /
Wilmington / Del." Kaufmann March 30, 1974 lot 551. Stimmel collection.

3. May 23, 1848; folded letter with contents; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; manuscript "Odenhimer". To:
"Peter J. Stryker Esq / Sommerville / N.J." Spink 144 August 15, 2013 lot 382.
March 18,2013 PFC 511138. Morris collection.

4. June 5, 1848; folded letter; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle, uncancelled;
blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds., manuscript "M S Torf \ To: "Doctor Peter J
Stryker / Sommerville / New Jersey". Spink 144 August 15, 2013 lot 383. March
18,2013 PFC511139.

5. July 1, 1848; partial folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; tied by blue Clarke 71 Philadelphia cds; manuscript "Jacob Fritz /
July 18" docket. To: "Tomson / (West Ches)ter / Pa". Eastland 59 July 9, 1971
lot 419; Lowe "Basel" 3720 March 1, 1973 lot 1672, Hollowbush; Nutmeg 167
March 18,2008 lot 5951. Morris collection.

6. July 21, 1848; folded letter; outbound Washington D.C.; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue indistinct Philadelphia cds; manuscript "free X". To: "Hon""' -
(Unknown #1) / / (Washington D.C.). (Lowe September 9, 1981) lot
749.

Robert Siegel Auction Galleries, sale 927 lot 1090, December 20,2006.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, page 42.
Pencil signed by Richard Frajola on reverse.
Morris, Type D Bloods Handstamp second earliest recorded.
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7. August 1, (1848); folded letter; outbound Maryland; torn rectangle, uncancelled,
tied by indistinct manuscript docket; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; 5 cent
1847 general issue Scott #1, USPCS ID 11459, cancel-tied by second blue
Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; manuscript instructions "direct to / lanes court /
between broad / and lOf' Street /No 7". To: "Otho Scott Esq / attoumey at law /
Belair / Maryland". Siegel 587 October 6, 1981 lot 82; Bennett 262 June 12,
2003 lot 388; Spink 144 August 15, 2013 lot 384. March 27, 1981 PFC 96,438;
August 12,2003 PFC 400979. Ex Morris. Lyons collection.

8. August 3, 1848; folded letter with contents; outbound New York; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; red Clarke 430e PHILAD'^RAILROAD straight line handstamp,
twice (Remele P6a); manuscript ''P.O.Business". To: "Robert H. Morris. Esq /
Post Master / City of New York". Lowe "Basel" 3720 March 1, 1973 lot 1673;
Patton; Lowe "USA" 3786 October 26, 1973 lot 1907; Lowe "Americana" 3887
October 8,1974 lot 243.

9. August 4, 1848; folded letter; outbound Maryland; cut rectangle, uncancelled;
blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds. To: "Hon B Hallowell / Sandy Spring P.O. /
Montgomery Co / Md".'^ Siegel 925 November 15,2006 lot 1308, Kuphal.

10. August 15, 1848; folded letter; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue indistinct Philadelphia cds. To: "Scott Burdsale Esq. / Rahway
/ New Jersey". Siegel 927 December 20, 2006 lot 1092, Richardson.

11. August 24, (1848); folded letter; outbound Maryland; cut rectangle, uncancelled,
tiny ink spot at bottom; tied by blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds.'^ To: "Mr. W"
E Tenbrook / Hancock / Maryland". Siegel Rarities 878 June 12, 2004 lot 560.
August 24,2004 PFC 415837. Morris collection.

12. August 25, (1848); folded letter; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds. To: "M- W. McBlair / Care of E.
C. Mayo Esqr / Elizabeth Town / New Jersey". H.R.Harmer 685 October 31,
1951 lot 853, Y.Souren. Shachat collection.

13. August 30, (1848); folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 79a Philadelphia cds. To: "Mr. W". E. Tenbrook /
Washington / Washington Co. / Pa." Kaufmann January 21, 1974 lot 908;
Superior "Winter sale" January 10, 2000 lot 1617. March 22, 2000 PFC 352475.
Stimmel collection.

14. August 31, (1848); folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; indistinct blue Philadelphia cds; manuscript "10"; non-

Benjamin Hollowell was born in Pennsylvania in 1799 and married a local Sandy Spring
girl. He was a renowned educator who in 1845 started Friends Central in Philadelphia,
and Friends School in Alexandria, Virginia according to the Sandy Spring Museum by
email on January 30,2015.
Clarke, 2012, page 24 records the earliest Type 71a on January 7,1847 and latest on
September 21,1848.

THE PENNY POST / Vol. 23 No. 2 / April 2015
23



contemporaneous pencil "3/31/48". To: "Mr. W". E. Tenbrook / Washington /
Washington Co. / Pa." Harmer 2942 November 6, 2003 lot 216, Chapman. 2001
PSE 54846. Stimmell collection.

15. September 1, 1848; folded letter; outbound New York; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; red numeral "5" in circle handstamp; non-contemporaneous pencil
"7 Sept 1848r To: "Henry Toland Esqr. / Wall St. / — New York". Siegel 825
June 27,2000 lot 1602, Schwartz. Ex Morris.

16. September 4, 1848; folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds. To: "Josiah Smith / Clearfield
Town / Clearfield County / St of Pennsylvania". Siegel 927 November 15, 2006
lot 1093, Richardson. Alexander collection.

17. September 5, 1848; folded letter; outbound Maryland; cut rectangle, four bar
grid cancel-tied; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; 5 cent 1847 general issue
Scott #1, USPCS ID 10592, cancel-tied by second blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia
cds. To: "M'. Stephen Lawson / Baltimore". Rumsey 35 November 18, 2009 lot
1971. June 5,2009 PEC 476842. Ex Emerson. Morris collection.

18. September 5, (1848); folded letter; outbound Maryland; cut rectangle, not
cancelled, blue indistinct Philadelphia cds tied; second partial cds at top. To:
"Mr. Wm. E. Tenbrook / Hancock / Maryland". H.R.Harmer 1071 March 20,
1957 lot 578, Caspary; Robbins 819 September 22, 1981 lot 1691, dos Passos.
(Gronowski collection).

19. September 5, (1848); folded letter; outbound Maryland; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds. To: "Mr Wm E. Tenbrook /
Cumberland / Md". Stolow April 1, 1974 lot 501.

20. September 8, (1848); envelope; outbound Rhode Island; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; red Clarke 430e PHILAD^RAILROAD straight line handstamp
(Remele P6a), matching red New York cds. To: "Df William Blanding / In Am
P— / Providence, / Rhode Island / Steph Anseta / New port". John Fox March
22, 1967 lot 858; Christies June 20, 1984 lot 587, Gibson; Ivy Mader 91
December 13,2002 lot 3515). February 4,2003 PEG 394299. Morris collection.

21. September 23, 1848; folded letter with contents; outbound Texas; originated in
Stuttgart, Germany; cut rectangle, uncancelled; blue Clarke 71b Philadelphia
cds; manuscript "70", and "Favor Heinrich Hesler / Also from Ferguson
Hesler". To: "Neu. Braunfels / Comal County / Texas / America". (Lowe
September 9, 1981 lot 748); Siegel 927 December 20, 2006 lot 1091,
Richardson. August 10,2010 PFC 489179. Morris collection.

22. September 24, 1848; folded letter; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled, tied by stain; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; 5 cent 1847 general
issue Scott #1, USPCS ID 10600, cancel-tied by second and third blue Clarke
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71a Philadelphia cds. To: "Amos Bullock. / Mount Holly / New Jersey." Siegel
494 June 23,1976 lot 56. (Gronowski collection).

23. September 27, (1848); envelope; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 71a Philadelphia cds; 5 cent 1847 general issue Scott
#1, USPCS ID 11520, cancel-tied by second blue Clark e 71a Philadelphia. To:
"Margaretta Bullock" / (Mount Holly, New Jersey). R.Kaufmann 66 April 30,
1990 lot 221, Hart.

24. October 2, (1848); envelope; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle, uncancelled;
indistinct blue Philadelphia cds; 10 cent 1847 general issue Scott #2, USPCS ID
11938, cancel-tied by second indistinct blue Philadelphia cds. To: "Margaretta
Bullock / Mount Holly / New Jersev." Heiman 217 February 24, 1965 lot 124;
R. Kaufmann 66 April 30,1990 lot 221, Hart; Siegel 1041 April 9,2013 lot 254,
Gross. May 3,1965 PEG 20951; May 6,2013 PEC 512275. Morris collection.

25. December 3, (1848); envelope; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; indistinct blue Philadelphia cds. To: "Msr Birch & Weld / Trenton
/ N.J.".^"^ Siegel 817 November 15, 1999 lot 514, Golden; Siegel 853 December
19, 2002 lot 2622. March 10, 2003 PEC 395187 declines opinion as to
origination.

26. December 27, (1848); folded letter; outbound Alabama; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; faint penstroke cancel-tied; manuscript "R & P Ranch - / Dec 2T^
and railroad "70". To: "M"'. Scott Burdsalle / Montgomery / Ala.". Lowe "Basel"
3720 March 1, 1973 lot 1674, Patton; Siegel 925 November 15, 2006 lot 1307,
Kuphal; Siegel 980 December 9, 2009 lot 2991. January 7, 2010 PEC 483252.
Ex Hollowbush. Morris collection.

27. January 5, (1849); folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; indistinct (blue) Philadelphia cds. To: "Rev'' BJ. Wallace /
Pittsburgh / Pa." (Koerber May 28,1977 lot 40. Corwin collection.

28. January 21, (1849); envelope; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle, acid
cancel-tied;'^ tied by blue Clarke 74a Philadelphia cds; dark blue advertising
Blood label on reverse flap. To: "C. Tower Esq / Orwigsburg / Schuylkill
County / Penn"." Siegel 285 April 1, 1965 lot 658; Siegel 495 July 15, 1976 lot
520; Siegel 927 December 20,2006 lot 1094, Richardson. August 28, 2009 PEC
479592. Ex Gibson, Schwartz. Morris collection.

29. February 1, 1849; folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; indistinct blue Philadelphia cds; 5 cent 1847 general issue Scott #1,
USPCS ID 10666, cancel-tied by cds. To: "Rev Prof. Dr. Ph. Schaff /

Listed as an axe factory in South Trenton by Trenton's first city directory published in a
short lived newspaper "The Sheet Anchor of Democracy," October 14, 1844, no copies of
which exist today; http://vvvvw.trentonhistory.org/Directories/1844DIR.htm.
Earliest recorded acid cancel on Blood stamp of any type.
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Mercersburg, / Franklin Co. / Pa." Siege! 294 January 6, 1966 lot 209;
H.R.Harmer 2087 May 23, 1972 lot 116, Mayer; Mohrmann 140 October 15,
1973 lot 103; Wm. Fox 96 April 10, 1974 lot 64; Frajola 20 June 15, 1985 lot
349. Ex Gibson. (Gronowski collection)

30. March 13, (1849); folded letter; outbound Pennsylvania; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 74 Philadelphia cds, matching PAID in lozenge. To:
"M'' O.P. Hamlin. Attorney / Smithport McKean Co. / Pa." Ex Morris. Lyons
collection.

31. March 23, (1849); folded letter; outbound New Jersey; cut rectangle, four bar
grid cancel, three strikes; blue Clarke 74a Philadelphia cds. To: "Scott Burdsall
Esqr.- / Railway. / New Jersey". Lowe "Basel" 3720 March 1, 1973 lot 1675,
Patton; Siegel 627 December 15, 1983 lot 1611; Siegel 965 December 3, 2008
lot 1093, Geisler. January 26, 2009 PEC 473062. The Chronicle, May 1976,
Volume 28, No. 2, Whole No. 90, page 92. Ex Hollowbush, Patton. Morris
collection.

32. November 14, (1849); folded letter; outbound New York; cut rectangle,
uncancelled; blue Clarke 73 Philadelphia cds.'® To: "Walker Lowrie Esq / No.
23 Centre St. / New. York". Siegel 830 December 14, 2000 lot 454, Hall; Siegel
908 March 17, 2006 lot 4605, Hahn. March 13, 2001 PEC 365809. Alexander

collection.

33. Undated; front; outbound to Rhode Island; cut and torn rectangle, uncancelled,
tied by red Clarke 430e PHILAD'^ RAILROAD straight line handstamp (Remele
P6a); 5 cent 1847 general issue Scott #1, USPCS ID 7881, cancel-tied by same
and another matching double strike (P6a) straight line handstamps. To:
"Margaret W Maule / Care of / Gideon C Smith / Pawtucket / R.l." Harmer
Rooke 571 October 17, 1950 lot 29, Shenk; Erajola 47 September 21, 1991 lot
338; Siegel 1041 April 9,2013 lot 253, Gross. May 6,2013 PEC 512274. Morris
collection.

34. Undated; (folded letter); outbound Washington D.C.; cut rectangle, four bar grid
cancel; (Phila cds). To: "Henry D. —" / (Washington D.C.). Lowe
"Americana" 3887 October 8, 1974 lot 242.

35. Undated; folded letter; outbound New York; cut rectangle, uncancelled; red
numeral "5" in circle handstamp; manuscript ''Paid\ To: "Benjamin Elanders
Esq" / (Corner Burling Slip & South St / New York).''-'^ H.R. Harmer 2558
June 30,1955 lot 834, Waterhouse.

Clarke, 2012 interim page 24 recorded Type 73 from October 7,1849 until June 21,1851.
Siegel 925 November 15,2006 lot 1340, USPCS ID 6194, is a contemporary cover to
same addressee.

John Doggett, "The New York City Directory, For 1842 and 1843," page 379, John
Doggett, New York.
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Excluded 15L10 Covers

No fraudulent or highly unlikely 15L10 covers were identified.

15L10 Photographic Census
All 35 identified genuine 15L10 stamps on cover have been photographed in

auction catalogs and/or philatelic literature. All 35 are posted on the Carriers and
Locals Society website.

Of 35 photographed covers, 28 are available in full color, for 80%, The
remaining 7 are black and white photographs, for 20% (census numbers 6, 19, 27,
29,34,35).

Old auction catalogs all too often did not reveal a cover's entire address.
The photograph of one example had been reduced to the stamp only (census number
34). Photographs of five covers reveal a partial address (census numbers 5,6,23,27,
and 35). The full address has been identified on 29 covers, 83%.

Two of the six destinations (census number 34, and 35) are known from
collateral sources. For example, the address for "Flanders" (census number 35)
reveals the lettering top portion only, but has been matched to an identical full street
address from another contemporaneous 15L17 example on August 24, 1848.'® Final
destination city of two (census numbers 6, and 34) were obtained from auction
catalog descriptions, Robson Lowe in each case, and included within parenthesis.
Since adequate supplementary information exists no covers are listed as city
"unknown." The addressee's name is unknown in one example (census number 6),
and partially known in another (census number 34).

15L10 Cover Data Base

A 2% survival rate of private posts eovers during this period has been
selected for this series of articles.^" Thirty five genuine examples suggests an
original population of approximately 1750.

15L10 Service Time

Evidence based data unfortunately entails varying degrees of certainty.
Table 1 indicates that only 12, approximately 34%, are date certain (census
numbers 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 29) including day, month, and year.
Another 20 covers are not year specific, but a restricted time period can be
determined from auxiliary markings such as Philadelphia circular datestamps
Given the numerically small 15L10 census, narrow time range, and limited cds
marking variety, all 20 can be reasonably determined to within one calendar year by
Clarke Type and catalog descriptions. The final 3, however, come with no
information of any type pertaining to date, month or year, and are entirely year and
date unspecified (census numbers 33, 34, 35). Therefore, 32 examples, more than
91% of the evidence is year determinate, and graphically demonstrated in Figure 2
as volume.

Siege! 925 November 15,2006 lot 1340, USPCS ID 6194, is a contemporary cover to
same addressee.

Morris, op. cit., The Penny Post, April 2014, page 38.
Ibid.
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Table I. 15L10 genuine on cover tabulated chronologically. Parenthesis for
information lacking absolute certainty, although believed probable based

upon available information.

No. DATE COVER ISLIO CANCEL TIED LABEL

1 March22, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no no

2 May3, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle four bar grid no

3 May 23,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no

4 June5,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no

5 July 1,1848 partial folded letter cut rectangle no blue cds

6 July 21,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no

7 August 1, (1848) folded letter torn rectangle no manuscript

8 August 3,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no
-

9 August 4,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no

10 August 15, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no no -

11 August 24, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no blue cds -

12 August 25, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no no

13 August 30, (1848) folded letter cut rectan^e no no -

14 August 31, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no no -

15 September 1,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no -

16 September 4,1848 folded lettCT cut rectangle no no
-

17 September5,1848 folded letter cut rectangle four bar grid four bar grid
-

18 September 5, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no blue cds -

19 September 5, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle no no -

20 September 8, (1848) envelope cut rectangle no no
-

21 September 23,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no no
-

22 September 24,1848 folded letter cut rectangle no stain
-

23 September 27, (1848) envelope cut rectangle no no
-

24 October 2, (1848) envelope cut rectangle no no
-

25 December 3, (1848) envelope cut rectangle no no -

26 December 27, (1848) folded letter cut rectangle faint penstroke penstroke -

27 Januarys, (1849) folded letter cut rectangle no no

28 January 21, (1849) envelope cut rectan^e acid acid & cds blue, reverse

29 February 1,1849 folded letter cut rectangle no no
-

30 March 13, (1849) folded letter cut rectangle no no

31 March 23, (1849) folded letter cut rectangle four bar grid no -

32 November 14, (1849) folded letter cut rectangle no no -

33 Undated front cut/tom rectangle no redRR si
-

34 Undated (folded letter) cut rectangle four bar grid no -

35 Undated folded letter cut rectangle no no
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Table I. 15L10 genuine on cover tabulated chronologically. Parenthesis for
information lacking absolute certainty, although believed probable based

upon available information.

FEDERAL STAMPS & MARKS ADDRESSEE OUTBOUND No.

blue Clarke 71 Philadelphia cds
manuscript "Kd.e"

Miss Susanna Simras / 4th & King Sts / Wilmington Del Delaware 1

Uue VtHmington cds on reverse James A. Baj'ard Esq / Wilmington / Del Delaware 2

blue Clarice 71 a Philadelphia cds Peter J, Stryker Esq / Sommerville / NJ. New J«-sey 3

blue Clarice 71 a Philadelphia cds

manuscript "MSTorr"
Doctor Peter J Stryker / Sommerville / New Jers^ New JCTsey 4

Wue Clarke 71 Philadelphia cds

manuscript "Jacob Frit /July }848"
Tomson / (West Gies)ter / Pa Penn^lvania 5

blue incistinct Philadelphia cds manuscript "free X" Unknown#! (Washington D.C.) 6

blue Clarice 71a Philadeli^a cds

manuscrifrt docket

5 cent 1847 general issue, ID 11459, tied by second cds

direct to / lanes court / between Woad /

and 10th Street .''No 7;

Otho Scott Esq / attourney at law / Belair /Maryland

Maryland 7

red Qarke 430e PHUAD* EAIEOAD si, twice
manuscript "P.O. Business"

Robert H. Morris. Esq/Post Master / Gty of New York New York 8

blue Clarice 71 a Philadel;^a cds Hon B Hallowell / Sandy Spring P.O. / Montgomery Co / Md Maryland 9

blue indstinct Philadelphia cds Scott Burdsale Esq. / Rahway / New Jersey New J«-sey 10

blue Clarice 71 a Philadelphia cds Mr. Wm E Tenbrook / Hancock / Maryland Maryland 11

blue Clarice 71 a Philadelj^a cds
Mrs W. McBlair / Care of E.C. Mayo Es^ /

Elizabeth Town/New Jerse\'
New Jersey 12

blue Garke 79a Philadelphia cds Mr. Wm. E. Tenbrook / Washington / Washington Co. / Pa. Pennsylvania 13

Wue indistinct Philadelphia cds manuscript "10" Mr. Wm. E. Tenbrook / Washington / Washington Co / Pa. Pennsylvania 14

red numeral 5 in circle handstamp Henry Toland Esqr. / Wall St. / — New York New York 15

blue Garke 71 a Philadelj^a cds
Josiah Smith / ClearfieldTown

Gearfield County / St of Pennsylvania
Perm^lvania 16

blue Garke 71 a Philadel{^a cds
5 cent 1847 general issue, ID 10592, tied bv second cds

Mr. Stephen Lawson / Baltimore Maryland 17

blue indstinct Philadelphia cds Mr. Wm. E. Tenbrook / Hancodc / Maryland Maryland 18

blue Garice 71a PhiladelWiia cds Mr Wm E. Tenbrook / Cumberiand / Md Maryland 19

red Type 430e PHEAD'^ RAILROAD si
redNewYoric cds

Dr. William Blanding.' In Am P - / Providence, /
Rhode Island / Stoph Anccta / Ncrtvport

Rhode Island 20

blue Garke 71 b Philadelphia cds manuscript "i 0"
manuscrifrt "Favor Hemrich Hester/

Also from Fer^ison Hester"

Neu. Braunfels / Comal County / Texas Texas 21

blue Gaike 71a Fhiladel{rfiia cds

5 c«it 1847 general isate, ID 10600, tied by cds twice
Amos Bullock. / Mount Holly / New Jersey. New Jersey 22

blue Garice 71a Philadelphia cds

5 cent 1847 general issue, ID 11520, tied by cds
Margaretta Bullock / (Maint Holly / New Jersey) New Jersey 23

indistinct blue Philadelphia cds

10 cent 1847 general issue, ID 11938, tied by cds
Marsaretta Bullock / Mount Hollv / New Jersey New Jersey 24

blue indshnct Philadelphia cds Msr Birch & Weld / Trenton / N.J. New Jersey 25

manuscript "70" and "R&PRanch-/Dec 27" Mr. Scott Burdsalle / Montgomery / Ala. Alabama 26

indstinct (blue) Philadelphia cds Revd B.J. Wallace / Httsburgh / Pa. Pennsylvania 27

blue Garice 74a Philadelphia cds C. Tower Esq / Orwigsburg / Schuylkill County! Penna. Pennsylvania 28

indistinct blue Philadelphia cds

5 cent 1847 general issue, ID 10666, tied by cds

Rev Prof Dr. Ph. Schaff

Mercersbuig, / Franklin Co. / Pa.
Pennsylvania 29

blue Garke 74 Philadelphia cds

blue PAID in lozenge
Mr O.P. Hamlin. Attorney / Smithport McKean Co. / Pa Pennsylvania 30

blue Garice 74a Philadelphia cds Scott Burdsall Esqr / Rahway. / New Jersey New Jersey 31

blue Garke 73 Philadelphia cds Walker Lowrie Esq / No. 23 Centre St. / New. York New York 32

redTj'pe 430e PHILAl/ RAILROAD si
5 cent 1847 gwieral issue, ID 7881, tiedbv double si

Margaret W Maule / Care of / Gideon C Smith /
Pawtucket / R.I.

Rhode Island 33

(blue) Philadelphia cds Heniy D. / (Wasliington DC) (Wasliington D.C.) 34

(red) numeral 5 in circle handstamp
manuscript "Paid"

Benjamin Flanders Esq /

(CornerBurling Slip & South St/New York)
New York 35
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The Scott Catalogue has correctly listed 15L10 for 1848. The earliest
recorded 15L10 is March 22, (1848), an untied cover (census number 1), shown in
Figure 3. The second earliest example is May 3, (1848), 6 weeks later, suggesting
March 22, 1848 is a reasonable early outlier. The earliest date certain example
(census number 3) was May 23,1848, Figure 4, and reasonably supports the earlier
two.

The latest recorded 15L10 cover is November 14, (1849), an untied
example shown in Figure 5 (census number 32). Thirty three weeks beyond the
cluster is very late, but not an unreasonable late far outlier, given two 1849
examples in March. Figure 5 is also the only representative in the census of Clarke
Type 73 cds, which had just made its first appearance only one month earlier

The cluster of thirty 15L10 covers ranged from May 3, 1848 until March
23, 1849. Therefore, a reasonable philatelic 15L10 lifespan of 46 weeks has been
selected for respective 15L10 business activity calculations in terms of volume per
month.

15L10 Service Location

Final destinations are summarized in Table II. All covers were collected of
course by Blood & Co., (Blood's boxes), and sorted at the Blood's office. 100%
were outbound and transported to a United States post office, 80% to the
Philadelphia post office, confirmed by the blue Philadelphia circular datestamp.
None were delivered by the Philadelphia carriers for an adjacent district (or of
course local city door delivery). None were "drop" letters" held at the Philadelphia
post office for pick up. One unusual example, however, was an outbound letter
addressed to the New York postmaster (census number 8), and therefore held at the
New York post office as a functional "outbound drop letter."

The most common final destination state was New Jersey 26%, receiving 9
covers. For the first time second place went to Pennsylvania 23% with 8 covers. Six
covers were addressed to Maryland 17%, and four to New York 11 %. Two examples
for each Delaware, Washington D.C., and Rhode Island. For the first time Blood's
covers reached the Deep South in Alabama and Texas (census 26, 21 respectively).
None were addressed to Canada. No trans-atlantic covers.

Inbound bootlegged letters handed over to Blood & Co., for local delivery
were identified on one (like 15L7 through 15L9) 15L10 cover (census number 21)
which originated in Stuttgart, Germany, typically excluded by the special purpose
nature of 15L10 reserved for outbound service.^'^"^

15L10 Cover Type
Table III is a summary of various cover types bearing a 15L10 stamp. Of

35 examples the great majority, 29, were folded letters, representing 83%, well
demonstrated in Figures 3 and 5. The percentage of folded letter sheets
progressively decreased each year during the late 1840's, an understandable trend
toward greater consumer use of commercially available envelopes. Only 5 of 35

Clarke, 2012 Interim records Type 73a from October 7,1849 until June 21,1851.
^ Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, April 2014, page 42.

Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, April 2014, pages 47,55.
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Figure 4. The earliest recorded date certain 15L10 was a May 23, 1848
folded letter addressed to Sommerville, New Jersey, internal dateline bottom

image.

Figure 5. The latest recorded 15L10 was a November 14, (1849) late far
outlier addressed to New York City.
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15L10 ADDRESS

Total Location Census Number

0 Philadelphia old city none

0 Philadelphia district none

8 Pennsylvania 5, 13, 14, 16, 27, 28, 29, 30

9 New Jersey 3, 4,10,12,22,23, 24, 25,31

6 Maryland 7, 9,11,17,18,19

4 New York 8, 15, 32, 35

2 Delaware 1.2

2 WashirgtonD.C. 6, 34

2 Rhode Island 20,33

1 Alabama 26

1 Texas 21

0 Unknown none

0 CANADA none

0 Transatlantic none

35 All Locations

Table II. Summary of 15L10 address destinations.

15L10 COVERS

Total Cover Type Census Nmnber

1,2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9,10,11

29 Folded Letter 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21

22,26,27, 29,30,31,32, 34,35

5 Envelope 20, 23, 24, 25, 28

1 Front 33

0 Wrapper none

0 Circular none

35 All Types

Table III. Summary of 15L10 cover types.
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covers were envelopes, 14%, a progressive increase from two prior issues of "For
the POST OFFICE" stamps.

Only one example was a front only (census number 33). No folded wrappers
were identified. Understandably, no business circulars exist, since Philadelphia
companies during the period did not generally solicit business from other cities.

Table 1 listing of "cover types" relies upon auction catalog descriptions,
authenticating certificate descriptions, and first hand inspection by current owners.
When those sources are not available, the photographic image often strongly
suggests a folded letter by folded under portions exposed on the right or left side
resulting from less than perfect folding. Furthermore, envelope comers were
vulnerable to becoming blunted from original handling/transportation, or interim
philatelic dealer and collector handling and mounting over 170 years. A folded letter
sheet "front" often possesses misleading perfectly cut down edges, even resembling
a fresh envelope, and often detected only by personal examination.

15L10 Cancel Types

Data for 15L1G cancels are summarized in Table IV. Only 17%, were
cancelled by Blood's Despatch, 6 of 35. A very low cancel rate, but consistent with
outbound service to another city where virtually no risk of private post reuse existed!
Four of the 6 Blood's cancels were "4 bar grid" handstamps,^^ (census numbers 2,
17, 31, 34) on 11% of the entire data base. One special 15L10 was the earliest
recorded acid cancel (census number 28) of any type of Blood adhesive stamp.
Figure 6, and appropriately bold.

Two covers were faintly, perhaps unintentionally, cancelled by pen (census
numbers 7 and 26), Figure 7. No traditional bold manuscript "X," or diminutive
"group of dots" cancels have been identified. Red "PAID" or numeral "3"
handstamps had disappeared, never to be seen again.

15L10 Cover Auxiliary Marking
Auxiliary markings provide additional postal information regarding

handling and delivery. In the context of private posts, all markings not intended to
prevent reuse of the private post stamp have been considered auxiliary markings,
both manuscript and handstamp, government and private. More than one marking
may appear on a single cover.

Table V reveals all 35 covers were graced with 47 auxiliary markings.
Identical markings repeated on a single cover were not considered in the tally. Two
different types of markings appeared on each of 10 covers (census numbers 1, 4,5,
6,7,8^ 14,20,26, 35). Three different markings appeared on only one cover (census
number 21). No covers showed four or more different auxiliary marking types.

By far the most common were 29 government circular datestamps, 27 of
which were blue Philadelphia, Figure 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. One was red New York
(census number 20), Figure 8, and one blue Wilmington (census number 2) Figure
9. None were postmarked in Baltimore or Canada.

Morris,Type D recorded from May 3, (1848) until July 24,1849.
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Figure 6. The earliest recorded Blood's stamp of any type cancelled with
acid, boldly tied a 15L10 to January 21, (1849) cover.
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Figure 7. The earliest of 7 combination 15L10 with 1847 general issue was
tied by docket on July 21, 1848 cover addressed to Maryland. Stamp

enlargement at right.
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Figure 8. A September 8, (1848) envelope addressed to Rhode Island
received a red postmark in New York City.

Figure 9. May 3, (1848) folded letter received a blue postmark on reverse
in Wilmington, Delaware.
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I5L10 CANCEL

Total Cancel Type Census Number

4 4 bar grid 2, 17,31,34

1 dots or pen stroke 26

1 acid 28

1,3,4,5,6, 7, 8,9, 10,11,12

29 Uncancelled 13,14,15,16,18,19,20, 21,22,

23,24,25,27,29,30, 32,33,35

6 Total (35 covers)

Table IV. Summary of 15L10 cancel types. 17% were cancelled by
Blood's Despatch.

15L10 AUXILIARY MARKINGS

Total Marking Type Census Number

2 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 71) cds 1,5

11 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 71a) cds 3,4, 7,9,11,12,16,17,19,22, 23

1 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 71b) cds 21

1 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 79a) cds 13

1 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 74) cds 30

1 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 74a) cds 28, 31

1 blue Philadelphia (Clarke 73) cds 32

9 blue Philadelphia indistinct cds 6, 10, 14, 18, 24, 25, 27, 29, 34

0 blue FREE m lozenge -

1 blue PAID in lozenge 30

3 red Philadelphia (Clarke 430e) si 8,20,33

1 red New York cds 20

2 red numeral 5 in circle 15,35

1 blue Wilmington cds 2

0 manuscript "5"
-

3 manuscript "10" 14, 21, 26

5 manuscript notation 1,4, 7, 8,21

2 manuscript date 5, 26

1 manuscript "Paid" 35

1 manuscript "free" 6

47 All Types (35 covers)

Table V. Summary of 15L10 auxiliary markings. Each and every cover
possessed at least one marking.
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Various postmarks other than cds were also applied. In New York three red
Clarke 430e PHILAD'^RAILROAD straight line handstamps (census numbers 8,20,
33) (Remele P6a), and two red numeral "5" in circle handstamps (census numbers
15, 35), although no blue railroad postmarks. In Philadelphia one blue PAID in
lozenge was applied (census number 30).

Manuscript markings appeared on 12 covers. Although three were
manuscript "10" (census numbers 14, 21, 26) such as Figure 10, suiprisingly none
were "5". One manuscript '"paid" (census number 35), one ''free" (census number 6),
and two date manuscripts (census numbers 5, 26) were identified. Nonspecific
manuscript notations were the most common, on five covers (census numbers 1, 4,
7,8,21).

15L1G Stamp Shape
Since 15L10 has not been known perforated, manual separation was

required from assumed panes or sheets.^® No panes have been identified. The largest
multiple on or off cover is a unique vertical pair.^"' Table VI is a summary of the
various types of 15L10 shapes in the data base. Individual stamps were all
rectangles. Similar to "striding messenger" stamps with a square design easily
separated by the efficient "cut square" technique. Sharply cut rectangles accounted
for 94%. Very few were torn apart by hand, 2 of 35 (census numbers 7 and 33), only
6%, shown in Figure 7. Naturally none were "cut to octagon."

15L10 Tied to Cover

Table VII revealed that only 28% of 15L10 stamps were tied to their cover,
10 of 35, half by accidental government postmark. Four of five were blue
Philadelphia cds, shown in Figure 6, (census numbers 5, 11, 18, 28). One of the
five was red and applied by the post office in New York City, Figure II (census
number 33), on route to Rhode Island.

Three additional incidental manuscript tied examples are included in Table
VII, (census numbers 7,22,26). Two were non-address docket and/or notations; one
in Figure 7, and the other in Figure 13 to Alabama.

Only 2 of the 10 tied examples were caused by Blood's Despatch
cancellations. One "4 bar grid" cancel was identified (census number 17), Figure
12, a handstamp type found on several different other contemporary Blood's
Despatch stamp types. The other was tied by a Blood's Despatch acid cancel (census
number 28), shown in Figure 6.

I5LI0 Correspondence
Any philatelic census including more than one letter sent to the same person

or address defines a philatelic correspondence. Four individuals received more than
one 15L10 cover. William E. Tenbrook received the greatest number of 15L10
letters, altogether 5 (census numbers 11,13,14,18,19). Tenbrook is well known

Robert Siegel Auction Galleries, sale 1063, December 19-20,2013 lot 1728.
Robert Siegel Auction Galleries, sale 927, December 20,2006 lot 1900.
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Figure 10. September 23,1848 folded letter manuscript rated "10," was the
first cover addressed to Texas with any type of Bloods stamp.
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Figure 11. Undated combination 15L10 and 1847 issue, both tied by red
PHILAD'^RAILROAD straight line double struck handstamp applied at the

New York post office on route to Rhode Island.
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15L10 STAMP SHAPE

Total Shape Census Number

1,2,3,4, 5,6, 8, 9,10,11,12,13, 14

33 Cut Rectangle 15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,

25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35

2 T om Rectangle 7, 33

0 Cut to Shape -

0 Cut to Octagon -

35 All Types

Table VI. Summary of 15L10 stamp shapes.

15L10 TIED to COVER

Total Marking Type Census Number

4 blue Philadelphia cds 5, 11, 18, 28

1 red Clarke 430e PHILADA RAILROAD si 33

1 4 bar grid 17

1 acid 28

2 manuscript 7, 26

1 stam 22

10 All Types (35 covers)

Table VII. 28% of 15L10 were tied to their cover, half by government
cds.

15L10 COMBINATION 1847 COVERS

T otal Cover Type Census Number

6 one 5 cent 1847 stamp 7, 17, 22, 23, 29, 33

0 two 5 cent 1847 stamps 0

1 one 10 cent 1847 stamp 24

7 All Types

Table VIII. 20% of 15L10 were combined with 1847 stamp.
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from the last article.^^ They were sent, however, to three different locations;
Hancock MD, Washington PA, and Cumberland MD.

Three were addressed to Scott Burdsall (census numbers 10, 26, 31) also at
different addresses; two Rahway, NJ, and one Montgomery, hhP

Three were addressed to Margaretta or Amos Bullock (census numbers 22,
23,24), two people with same last name at same address in Mount Holly, NJ. Lastly,
two examples were addressed to Dr. Peter Stryker (census numbers 3 and 4) in
Sommerville, NJ.

Correspondence to a very important person is also noteworthy.^® Figure 14
was addressed to "Robert H. Morris / Post Master / City of New York." Robert
Hunter Morris, photo Figure 15, was bom on February 15, 1808 in New York City.
He was a member of the New York State Assembly in 1833 and 1834. As part of the
Tammany Hall political machine, he was elected mayor of New York City in 1841,
1842, and 1843, and Postmaster of New York City on May 21, 1845 serving four
years.®' Postmaster Morris®^ is well known to many philatelists for his innovative
New York Provisional adhesive stamps. The Postal Act of March 1845 introduced
major postal reform effective July 1, 1845, seven weeks after induction of New York
Postmaster Morris. He embraced the concept of prepayment stamps, and sold them
as early as July 14, 1845. The initials of Postmaster Morris and his in-law relatives
were hand written on almost all provisional stamps in shades of magenta as a control
or authenticating mechanism.®® Morris was later elected Justice to the Supreme
Court of the First District of New York. He died on October 24,1855.

15L10 Valentines

Apparently 15L10 did not service any valentines. Table I reveals only one
February example, but on the first day of the month. Perhaps further supporting the
hypothesis that distant romances were generally too far away for valentines to other
cities.^''

15L10 Blood Advertising Labels
The data base of 35 covers with 15L10 stamp include only one with

advertisement label (census number 28), shown in Figure 6. Since Blood labels had
made their appearance in early July 1847,®® all members of the 15L10 census were
combination candidates. Advertising, however, was likely reserved for local door
delivery, of little use in other towns.

Vernon R. Morris, Jr., MD, "Bloods Part 9: 15L9," The Penny Post, Vol. 23, No. 1,
January 2015, Whole No. 90, page 29.
Only one such last name was listed in McElroy's Philadelphia City Directory, William H.
Burdsall on 1847 page 44, and 1849 page 47.

®° Morris, op. cit., The Penny Post, January 2015, page 32.
®' http://en.vvlkipedia.org/wiki/Robert_H._Morris_%28mayor%29.

unrelated to author

®® Robert Siegel Auction Galleries, sale 1020, March 28,2012, pages 69-72.
^ Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, page 44.

Vernon R. Morris, Jr., MD, "Bloods Part 5: 15L5," The Penny Post, Vol. 22, No. 1,
January 2014, Whole No. 86, page 34.
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Figure 12. Septembers, 1848 combination 15L10 and 1847 issue,
separately cancel tied to cover addressed to Baltimore.
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Figure 13. December 17, (1848) folded letter manuscript cancel-tied
15L10, and manuscript rate "10" on first letter sent with Blood's stamp of

any type to Alabama.
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Figure 14. August 3,1848 folded letter postmarked in New York by red
straightline addressed to the Postmaster of New York.

Figure 15. Photograph of New York postmaster Robert H. Morris.
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15L10 Circulars

Although business circulars had been encouraged by Blood & Co., none
bear a 15L10 stamp. The reason is simple, 15L10 was a less expensive stamp that
did not cover the more involved and expensive door delivery in Philadelphia.
Furthermore, Table 1 15L10 data do not include special Blood self-advertisement
circulars with sample demonstration stamps types defining service type options and
volume discounts.^®

15L10 Rate

Prior to the eleven month 15L10 philatelic lifespan, retail cost per single
stamp for almost 2 years had been 2 cents, collect or prepaid by stamp. However,
volume discounts were widely available in the old city for twelve cents a dozen!
Moreover, one hundred "post office stamps" for only 75 cents, or % cent each. As
much as a 63% discount, and perhaps explaining the large numbers of 15L9 in the
hands of Blood's principle office and retail stores, and valid for current and future
service.^'

15L10 Government Combinations

General issue government stamps in combination with 15L10 were possible
after July 1, 1847, the first day the federal government sold prepayment stamps. All
35 covers with 15L10 were candidates for combination with federal stamps.

In 1992 Robert Meyersburg assembled a casual census of Blood & Co.
stamps in combination with 1847 general issue stamps.^® Meyersburg reported 6
examples of 15L10 in combination with 1847 general issue stamps. He provided one
black and white photograph (census number 29), but did not include any source
references for his information.

Table I and VIII identified 7 combination 15L10 and 1847 general issue
stamps, 20% of the census (7, 17, 22, 23, 24, 29, 33). The sender prepaid in full
both private post collection and outbound government mail for all seven. Inter-city
mail for 6 of the 7 were prepaid by a single 5 cent stamp, Scott #I, shown in Figure
7,11, and 12. Only I of 7 examples was a 10 cent rate, and paid by single 10 cent
1847 stamp (census number 24) rather than two 5 cent stamps Figure 16.

15L10 Trausatlautic

No I5LI0 transatlantic covers have been identified.

15L10 Volume - Time Aualysis
Figure 17 reveals that only thirty I5LI0 covers have been recorded during

the 46 week cluster period May 3, 1848 until March 22, 1849 of 10.6 mouths.
The business activity was therefore approximately 2.81 covers per month.
Comparable and immediately preceding outbound service types Scott I5L7,15L8,

Morris, op. cit., The Penny Post, July 2014, pages 48-50.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, pages 47-51.
Robert B. Meyersburg, "1847 Postage Stamps Used in Combination with Carrier and
Local Adhesives," The Chronicle, Vol. 44, No. 1, Feb. 1992, Whole No. 153, page 11.
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Figure 16. October 2, (1848) envelope to New Jersey with the only
combination 15L10 and 1847 issue with 10 cent Scott #2.

1SL4,15L5,15L6,15L7,15L8,15L9,15L10 VOLUME per TIME

Covers Total Volume Outbound Local Delivery

4 ISLt 15L5 15L6 15L7 15L8 15L9 15L10 1SL4 15L5 15L6 15L7 15L8 15L9 15L10 151/4 I5L5 15L6 I5L7 15L8 15L9 15L10

3

2

1 IbI- ' IH
0 Pll

Covtts 16 S 41 S 41 55 30 12 7 10 22 40 55 30 3  43 27 0 1 0 0

Monlhs 4.3 29.3 26J 105 19 3625 106 43 293 263 103 19 3635 106 43 293 263 103 19 3635 106

Covers

p«r Month
3.72 1.77 1.56 2.09 2.16 1.52 ^81 2.79 0.24 0.38 2.09 2.11 1.52 2.81 0.70 1.47 1.03 0.00 O.OS 0.00 0.00

Figure 17. Graphic demonstration of business activity for all seven Blood
stamp issues, by surviving covers per month.

D.O. BLOOD & CO / BLOOD'S DESPATCH

Year 1845 1846 1847 1848 1849 1850

15L4 1
15L5 1mtmi ' liijUii 1
15L6 n
15L7 ■■1 1
15L8 j hi
15L9

15L10
,

Figure 18. Timeline for all Blood stamps shows small range of 15L10,
overlapped at both ends by 15L9, revised to its cluster.
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and 15L9 covers were not as large (respectively 2.09; 2.11; and 1.52) suggesting
possible increased time related stamp specific business activity.

15L10 Time Line

Data based evidence of combined D.O. Blood & Co. and Blood's Despatch
stamp introduction sequence so far is 15L4, 15L5, 15L7, 15L8, 15L6, 15L10
demonstrated graphically in Figure 18. 15L10 must have been actively sold while
dwindling numbers of outstanding 15L8 stamps were still being placed into service.

15L9 "For the Post Office" stamps appeared a full year prior to 15L10, and
were likely widely prevalent in large numbers because their clustered examples were
greatest throughout 1848, with many in February 1849, disregarding two very far
outliers. 15L9 timeline has been revised since the last article to more accurately
reflect two very far outliers separate from the cluster, and to not skew the population
calculations.^®

Blood's Despatch
A new company name emerged circa 1848 under enigmatic circumstances.

No greater Blood's scholar than Robson Lowe reported "In 1848 Walter Blood left
the business which was re-organized and Charles Kochersperger joined the firm as
an assistant.'"^ Daniel Blood apparently remained in charge. Nineteenth century law
did not require very many businesses to register origination, re-organization, or
yearly activity,'^' unlike modern day seemingly government over-regulation. No
internal D.O. Blood & Co. records have been uncovered. David Blood, grandson of
Daniel Otis, did not report an 1848 company transition or new name, as if re-naming
was nothing more than just a descriptive slogan In all likelihood there was no
"grand opening." What were the circumstances? What was the starting date?

City directories were semi-official listings of multitudes of individuals,
small businesses, large institutions, and of great value to philatelists and postal
history research. However, information was obtained by annual canvassers, and not
legal authorities. Figure 19 is a listing of yearly "Blood" company names in
successive issues of the McElroy PHILADELPHIA DIRECTORY. The first
appearance of "Blood's Despatch" by name wasn't until 1849, but a significant lag
period very understandable. Furthermore, the 1849 name was a lower case
description rather than a formal title in capital letters, "BLOOD D. O. & CO.,
Blood's dispatch".

Prepaid adhesive stamps were first advertised explicitly as "Blood's
Despatch" stamps, in quotation marks in the Public Ledger newspaper on January
29,1848, and repeated January 31,1848. The earliest recorded 15L10 survivor

39

40

41

Morris, op. cit.. The Fenny Post, January 2015, pages 19,20,25,27,46.
Robson Lowe, U.S.A.I 'Basel,' March 1,1973, sale 3720-3722, page 33.
Personal email communication from Tom Mazza on January 18,2015 that New York
State had no general corporation law except for specific powers such as banking or
railroads. New York City regulated via licenses only for ferries, wharves, cartmen, and
omnibuses.

W. Otis Blood, Sr.," Recollections of Blood's Despatch Post," The Penny Post, Vol. 5, No.
2, April 1995, pages 4-9.
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MCELROY'S CITY DIRECTORY

Year Page Blood's Listing Company Name

1845 30 Blood 1). D., clerk, 30S S 2d (Unlisted)

1846 29
Blood D. O., clerk, 48 S 3d, li Queen ub 3d
Blood D. 0. & Co., city despatch post, 43 S 3d CITY DESPATCH POST

1847 28 BLOOD D. O. & Co., city dcsp. post, 48 S ocl aTY DESPATCH POST

1848 29 BLOOD 1). O. lie Co., ciiy despatch, 43 S 3d CITY DESPATCH

1849 31
BLOOD D. O. & CO., Blood's despatch, 28 S
' 6tli, h 9 Ashland BLOOD'S DESPATCH

1850 34
BLOOD D. O. & CO., Blood's despatch, 2S &

26 S 6ili, h lOS S 2d BLOOD'S DESPATCH

1851 34

BUhh! I). ()., 108 S Cd

BLOOD'S DKSl'ATCIl. 26 Sc 23 .S 6th
BLOOD'S DESPATCH

Figure 19. Yearly Blood listings in McElroy's Philadelphia Directory.

BLOOD'S HANDSTAMPS

ASCC Morris Size Image No. 1846 1 1847 1848 Company Name

Type 5
Type 8

Type 8
C-31 (9 PA 1 D M
^  iS'

9

22
CITY DESPATCH

Type 4
Type 9

Type 9
DC-31

12

24
aiY DESPATCH

No Type 10 DC-25 r(p.A.iDi*) I DESPATCH / BLOOD'S

No Type 11 DC-25 DESPATCH/BLOOD'S

Type 7 Type 12 DC-25 10 ■ BLOOD'S DESPATCH

Type 6 Type 13 DC-25

^4^
20 ■ BLOOD'S DESPATCH

4 6 99

Figure 20. Blood Handstamp Types 1847 through 1849.
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was March 22,1848. The next two examples were not until May 1848. The entirely
new style adhesive stamps required some time for artistic work, plate production,
and printing. Moreover, patrons likely possessed large quantities of earlier D.O.
Blood & Co. stamps, and may not have had a passion to purchase a new style when
first available.

Proprietary handstamps are a good source of time and name specific
evidence. The company name appeared on numerous handstamp types. Figure 20 is
evidence based data for several company handstamps during the 1847-1848 period,'^^
derived from a critical mass of almost 100 examples. The earliest recorded
"Blood's Despatch" handstamp was December 29,18474'* Becoming obsolete at
about that time were 31 mm diameter company handstamps, chosen for three distinct
earlier handstamp types, and the only size employed for the immediately preceding
18 months (May 19, 1846 through December 29, 1847), and last recorded on
February 25,1848. Moreover, by the very end of 1847 only double circle handstamp
types were being selected (December 16, 1847). By early 1848 only reduced size 25
mm diameter with much less wording were chosen. Noteworthy was the name
"Blood" retained but reversed and moved to the top (ASCC Type 7, re-numbered
Morris Type 12), while the only other word retained, "Despatch," was relegated to
the bottom.

A very important recent discovery are two unique previously unreported
handstamps (one "PAID" Morris Type 10; one "2Cts" Morris Type 11) on undated
covers are apparently the "missing link" hybrid in this transition process. Each is
new style smaller 25 mm size, but the old style Blood's name at bottom. Despatch at
top; and old style stars in center, absent from the subsequent handstamp types,
Morris Types 12 and 13 (ASCC Type 7 and 6). Morris Types are chronologic by
appearance, supported by evidence based data. ASCC numbering has not been
followed for several reasons. First, absence of two hybrid types which requires re
numbering. Second, ASCC Type 4 resembles later types more closely than ASCC
Type 5: ASCC Type 4 is double circle; ASCC Type 4 has stars in center circle; and
ASCC Type 4 is chronologically later. Third, dated evidence supports that ASCC
Type 7 appeared before Type 6. Also noteworthy is every paired "PAID" appeared
slightly earlier than corresponding paired "2Cts." Moreover, close inspection of
Figure 20 reveals a small time void between respective early and late "PAID" and
"2Cts" handstamps, during which time the numerically rare "hybrids" may
conveniently fit, and are shown as narrow slivers in green and yellow, representing a
sensible company restriction on temporary hybrid prototype use. In short only the
newly discovered hybrids show features of both 31mm old and 25mm new styles,
and probably filled the timeline voids.

Newspaper advertisements provided the most current business information.
Since Daniel Blood had been the chief cashier at the Public Ledger for many years,
it should come as no surprise that the Public Ledger was patronized heavily. Figure
21 is a chronological list of company names centered about 1848 taken from several
newspapers. Many names appeared from which to choose, but eventually "Blood's

Compiled for the American Stampless Cover Catalog Update by the United States
Philatelic Classics Society.

'*'* Morris, op. cit., 77ie Penny Post, April 2014, pages 32,43,46,60,61.
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NEWSPAPER ADS

DATE NEWSPAPER COMPANY NAME

January 7,1846

February 3,1846

February 17,1846

July 14,1846

November 3,1846

November 7,1846

Public Ledger XX 90, p2

Public Ledger XX113, p2

Public Ledger

Public Ledger XXI 94, p2

Phila Inquirer & National Gazette
XXXV 108 p2

Phila Inquirer & National Gazdte
XXXV 112 p2

CITY DESPATCH POST / D.O.BLOOD & CO

CITY DESPATCH POST / D.OBLOOD & CO

D.O.BLOOD & CD'S DESPATCH POST

CITY DESPATCH OFFICE / D.O.BLOOD & CO

D.O.BLOOD & CD'S CITY DESPATCH

D.O.BLOOD & CD'S CITY DESPATCH

January 9,1847

June 12,1847

July 3, 1847

August 10,1847

October 26,1847

Public Ledger XXU 92, p2

Public Ledger XXIII68, p2

Philadelphia Inquirer, p2

Philadelphia Inquirer, p2

Public Ledger XXIV 27, p2

D.OBLOOD & CD'S CITY'DESPATCH

D.O.BLOOD & CD'S CITY DESPATCH

BLOOD'S CITY DESPATCH

BLOOD'S CITY DESPATCH

BLOOD'S CITY DESPATCH

November 1,1847

November 13,1847

December 13, 1847

Public Ledger XXTV 32, p3

Public Ledger XXIV 43, p2

Public Ledger XXrV 68, p3

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

March 6,1848

June 22, 1848

July 26, 1848

August 7,1848

October 9,1848

Public Ledger XXIV 140, p2

Public Ledgtr XXTV 142, p2

Public Ledger XXVI05. p2
North American and United States

Gazette; LXV 16383

Public Ledger XXVI13, p3

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

BLOOD'S DESPATCH

March 10, 1849 Public Ledger XXVI143, p2 BLOOD'S DESPATCH

February 9.1850 Public Ledger XXVni 118, p4 BLOOD'S DESPATCH

Figure 21. Listed company name in newspaper advertisements.

OWHKT A roNYExMENCE^
DESPATCH.

J^clterscLrc taken—1?7 BLOOD S DESPATCH
Tftrec limwaday—b/ BLOOD S DESr\TCH
TLrojgboni the c/.y—by BLOOD'S Df:SPATCH.
For two cents CrtCh, by BLOOD'S DESPATCH
%\flO would not —ihruagL BLOOD'S DES

PATCH 2
Do their Errands — through BLOOD'S DES

PATCH '
When dciic sc cheaply, Uirooea BLCOD'S UES-

FATCa" v'Xyr^n)

Figure 22. First newspaper advertisement for Blood's Despatch was the
November 1, 1847 Public Ledger.
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Despatch" was selected. This name's first appearance in print was November 1,
1847, Figure 22, and continued uninterrupted for many years.

From the armamentarium of city directories, adhesive stamps, handstamp
markings, and newspaper advertisements, November 1, 1847 will be considered
the conceptual origin of Blood's Despatch, despite the widely held 1848
perception. All time line bar graphs hereafter will include a thin yellow line, much
like the sentinel rate reduction of mid-1846 to highlight important business changes.

"for the Railroad or Ferry"
Blood's Despatch "For the Post Office" stamps were sometimes actually

"for the Railroad" or "for the Ferry," targeted for a post office in another city.
During the second quarter of the nineteenth century railroads introduced profound
technological advancements in transportation and communication. Wooden rails
were replaced with iron rails, initially by teams of horses, to move heavier wagons
faster and further.

The first experimental temporary railroad track in the United States was a
demonstration in the Northern Liberties district of Philadelphia during September
1809 behind Bull's Head Tavern. Designed by a Scotch millwright Somerville^'^or
Thomas Leiper,'^ the track was only sixty yards long, and one horse pulled a four
wheel wagon with ten thousand pounds. The following year, in 1810 the Leiper
Railroad'*^ began 18 years of quarry service in nearby Delaware County.

In close proximity to large supplies of iron and timber, during the 1830's
Philadelphia realized its tremendous potential for railroad growth and development.
Twelve private railroad companies'*® formed, some merging with canal companies,
and Philadelphia became a transportation hub.

From nearby Kensington, the Philadelphia and Trenton Railroad (1832)
reached Jersey City across the Hudson River from New York City. The Camden and
Amboy Railroad (1832), ran a parallel route from across the Delaware River from
the old city of Philadelphia. Both ran between America's two largest cities.'*''

On November 12, 1831, the John Bull locomotive was first tested on the
Camden and Amboy at Bordentown. It is housed today in the Smithsonian
Institution as the oldest continually operational self-propelled vehicle in the world.
From the outset in 1834, the Camden and Amboy to New York replaced forty to fifty
stagecoaches transporting passengers, freight, and mail. By 1836 an alliance
formed between these two because the Camden and Amboy Railroad obtained
controlling stock interest in the Philadelphia and Trenton line.^* Unfortunately the
Kensington terminal never connected directly to the Merchants Exchange in the old
city. The Kensington Anti-Railroad Riots of 1840 lasted two years. Local citizens

45
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http://www.ushistory.org/philadelphia/railroad.htm "Early Railroad Transportation".
http://wwvv.ushistory.org/philadelphia/railroad.htm.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leiper_Railroad.
Images of Rail / PHILADELPHIA RAILROADS, Allen Meyers and Joel Spivak, page 7,
Arcadia Publishing, 2010.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_New_Jersey_Railroad_and_CanaLCompany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Stephenson_and_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia_and_Trenton_Railroad
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did not welcome locomotive smokestacks spewing smoke and hot coals placing their
homes and stores at risk.^^

Also immediately north of the city, and among the very first railroads was
the Northern Liberties and Penn Township Railroad (1831)®which ran from a
terminal at Broad and Vine Street east into the "Willow Street Line" reaching the
Delaware River. Moreover, from that vicinity the Philadelphia, Germantown, and
Norristown Railroad (mid 1832) ran from Ninth and Green Streets to Germantown.
Their first cars were drawn by horses every two hours. On November 23, 1832 a
locomotive engine built by Matthias Baldwin only six blocks away, regularly
traveled six miles to Germantown^ at 28 miles an hour.^^

The City of Philadelphia from 1831 until 1833 allowed a transit system
along Chestnut as stage coaches drawn by two horses from Broad to Second Street.
Not for 25 years did the city add another street car line. However, the City
Railroad (1832) ran on Broad Street between the Vine Street and South Street. An
eastern extension (1837) from Broad along Market Street, turned south on Dock
Street to Walnut and the Merchants Exchange Building. Immediately south of the
city was a third line eastward toward the Delaware near the Naval Yard, the
Southwark Railroad (1835) which ran on Washington Street.^

Mail routes in 1848 are shown by red line on Figure 23. "Eastern Mail"
north to New York could be taken by the post office, or Blood's Despatch, to either
the Kensington Station (ET, Eastern Terminal), for the Philadelphia and Trenton
railroad, or the nearby Walnut Street Ferry, (star in circle) for partner Camden and
Amboy Railroad (1835),^' depending on the season, weather, and contract period.
During 1845 and 1846 a dispute between these private railroads and the post office,
resulted in conductors being responsible for locked mailbags containing Philadelphia
postmarked letters. Not until January 1847 was a post office route agent placed
onboard the contracted train for custody of the mail. Thereby an additional unlocked
"favor bag" mail pouch was in the agent's custody for un-postmarked outbound
letters deposited last minute by merchants, passengers, or Bloods.^® Delivery to the
New York post office gained official entry into the mails, similar to a "Way" cover
but without additional charge.

Effective April 3, 1848 the Public Ledger confirmed "Southern" US Mail
lines to Wilmington and Baltimore departed from either the Dock Street wharf by
steamboat at 2:45 PM, or the Depot at Eleventh and Market Street at 8:30AM or
10PM (for City Railroad to the Southern and Western Rail Station marked ST,
Southern Terminal).

http://kennethwmiIano.com/page/Encyclopaedia/KensingtonAnliRailroadRiotsofl840/
tabid/203/Default.aspx
Meyers and Spivak, loc. cit., page 12.
Meyers and Spivak, loc. cit., page 13.
http://www.ushistory.org/philadelphia/railroad.htm "Early Railroad Transportation"
Mermaids, Monasteries, Cherokees, and Custer, Robert I. Alotta, page 233, Bonus Books,
1990, Chicago.
http://micklestreet.rutgers .edu/archi ves/Issue%2014/features/schoop .htm
Edward T. Harvey, "Favor Bag Mail; New York City-Philadelphia 1845-1851," LaPosta,
March 1988, pages 24,25.
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Figure 23. 1848 railroad lines are red-lined. ET origin for "Eastern Mail"
to New York from the Kensington terminal. ST origin for "Southern Mail"

from terminal at Broad and Washington. WT origin of "Western Mail" from
terminal at Broad and Vine Streets. "Star in Circle" are City Railroad depot
and Ferry. Red B for Blood's Despatch office. Green P for Philadelphia post

office and Independence Hall.
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This terminal housed six tracks,® was built in 1840 at Broad and Washington Street,
and connected to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad (1836),
Figure 24, It ran southwest over the Schuylkill River on the historic Gray's Ferry
bridge (made permanent in 1838).

"Western Mail" in 1848 was transported by City Railroad to the Broad and
Vine Street terminal (WT, Western Terminal), which departed midnight on the
former Philadelphia and Columbia Railroad (1834) 82 miles to the Susquehanna
River south of York.®°By 1846 this line had been incorporated into the Pennsylvania
Railroad, a mixture of canals and rail, which extended west to Pittsburgh, and was
very much in competition with the successful Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

Seven of 35 examples with 15L10, 20%, were not postmarked by the
Philadelphia post office, 5 covers bound north (east) and 2 south. All 5 north were
postmarked in New York City; 3 thereafter delivered locally in the city (census
numbers 8, 15, 35), whereas 2 continued on intercity mail to Rhode Island (census
numbers 20, 33). All 5 were on the "Eastern Mail" which travelled northeast, were
easily taken by Blood's Despatch to the ferry at Dock Street across the Delaware
River to Camden for the Camden & Amboy Railroad, followed by a second much
longer steamboat ride through the Raritan Bay, around Staten Island, through the
Narrows into the New York Bay to the Hudson River for Manhattan. Less attractive
for Blood's Despatch was the alternate Eastern Mail route by City Railroad to the
Kensington station, for the Philadelphia and Trenton headed over a bridge across the
Delaware River into Trenton, on to Jersey City, and short ferry to Manhattan.®'

It appears that 2 of the 7 covers (census numbers 2, 26) not postmarked by
the Philadelphia post office entered the "Southern Mail," most likely from the
nearby Dock Street wharf via steamboat "Robert Morris" to Wilmington and
Baltimore mid-aftemoon. The alternative was Blood's Despatch transporting letters
to the depot at Eleventh and Market for City Railroad to the Broad and Washington
terminal, to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad. For example, the
first two covers in Table 1 are each addressed to Wilmington, Delaware. Figure 3
was postmarked per usual in Philadelphia, and taken by post office to the train or
ferry. Figure 9 was postmarked in Wilmington, and had been taken by Blood's
Despatch directly to the train or ferry to the Wilmington post office for postmark
and handling.

Theory
During calendar year 1848 a greater number of outbound letters had been

prepaid D.O. Blood & Co. than Blood's Despatch. Evidence exists for eighteen
15L8 examples,®^ and thirty one 15L9 during 1848,®^for a total of 49 D.O. Blood &
Co. outbound covers. However, during the same year only 26 Blood's Despatch
15L10 (added to perhaps 7 subsequent 15L17 issues in late 1848) have survived for
a total of at most 33 outbound covers in 1848. Although several variables

® http://en.vvlklpedla.org/wiki/Gray%27s_Ferry_Bridge
http://en.wlkl/Phlladelphla_and_Columbla_Rallroad

®' Harvey, loc. clt.. La Posta, March 1988, pages 24,25.
® Morris, op. clt.. The Penny Post, October 2014, page 20.
® Morris, op. clt., The Penny Post, January 2015, pages 22,29.
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undoubtedly are at play, almost 50% greater servicing of D.O. Blood & Co. stamps
in 1848 is very telling. It may be reasonable to hypothesize that during 1848 the
company probably no longer printed stamps under the old name. Many 1848 covers,
however, may have been prepaid by old stamps previously purchased in large
volume, probably left over during the 1848 transitional year, and anxious to be sold
by the retailers, or used by the patrons if already purchased. Obviously, 15L10 has
no exclusive philatelic period.

By March 11,1848 Blood's Despatch advertised collections as late as 8 PM,
Figure 25, which further enabled them to make the early morning "Southern Mail"
and "Eastern Mails" train, which otherwise would be delayed by the Philadelphia
post office until late afternoon. Unfortunately "Western Mail" for Pittsburg by
Pennsylvania Railroad departed at midnight from the most remote terminal at Broad
and Vine Street, perhaps accounting for apparently no "favor bag" covers west of
Philadelphia.

Furthermore, in 1848 Blood's Despatch morning collections of "Eastern
Mail" to New York could be easily taken a few blocks directly to the ferry at Dock
Street and board the Camden & Amboy north. Likewise "Southern Mail" to
Baltimore easily taken by government or Bloods to the Walnut Street wharf and
steamboat Robert Morris at 2:45 PM.

Notwithstanding time of day, expediency, and weather, the ferry must have
been more convenient for both the post office and Blood's Despatch.

15L10 "for the POST OFFICE" was a continuation of the preceding three
"For the POST OFFICE" designs of 15L7, 15L8, and 15L9. The phrase differed
only by reducing the first letter from a capital to small "f.

15L10 Summary
A data base of 35 covers with genuine 15L10 stamps has been identified,

and all covers photographed, 80% in color, and 83% with complete address. More
than 80% were serviced during 1848. The earliest and latest (untied) examples were
March 22, (1848) and November 14, (1849) respectively, defining the longest
possible philatelic lifespan of 86 weeks. However, after dismissing far outlier
examples, a 15L10 cluster existed from May 3, 1848 until March 23, 1849, only
46 weeks.

All 35 covers were collected by Blood's Despatch, all were outbound,
and all transported to a United States post office, 80% to the Philadelphia post
office directly across Third Street. However, a minority, perhaps from the new late 8
PM evening collections, were expedited to the outbound morning railroad and
postmarked in New York, Baltimore, or Wilmington, as was the case with
predecessor "For the Post Office" 15L7, 15L8, and 15L9 covers. Final destinations
of 15L10 covers were greatest in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. The first Bloods
cover with prepaid stamp addressed to Alabama and Texas were 15L10. No covers
were addressed to Canada or Europe.

Well over 80% were folded letters, the balance primarily envelopes. No
business circulars, no advertising labels, and no valentines. All stamps were sold
under the prevailing 2 cents single service cost structure, collect or prepaid by
adhesive stamp. 15L10 stamps on cover were all single stamps, 95% cut rectangle,
the remainder "torn rectangle."
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Figure 24. March 30,1848 Public Ledger notice of new hours for US mail
to Wilmington and Baltimore.
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Figure 25. Blood's Despatch collected letters until 8 PM, in time for the
early morning mail trains.
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Only 17% were cancelled by Blood's Despatch, 6 of 35 to prevent local
reuse, a moot point since none were addressed within Philadelphia, the only
community willing to service prepaid Blood's Despatch stamps. Seventeen percent
is numerically consistent with the previous combined series of three outbound D.O.
Blood & Co covers.®^Several ISLlO's were cancelled by Blood's 4 bar grid cancel.
The first Blood's stamp of any type cancelled by acid was 15L10.

Of the six Blood's Despatch cancelled only half, 3 tied 15L10 to cover, less
than 10% of the full census; quiet low in absolute terms, but actually high relative to
the immediately preceding series of three outbound stamp types combined at an
exceedingly low 2%.®^

Each and every 15L10 cover demonstrated at least one or more different
auxiliary markings, whether government handstamp or manuscript marking,
consistent with the previous series of three outbound D.O. Blood & Co. stamps.
Table 1 data reveals 83% were government circular date stamps, 29 of 35, higher
than the combined series of three prior outbound stamp types at 60%.^

Moreover, manuscript and government auxiliary handstamp markings often
coincidentally and unintentionally struck the private post stamp, philatelically tying
it to the cover. Table 1 evidence indicated less than 20% tied the stamp by some
form of auxiliary marking, 7 of 35; again very consistent with the combined series of
three outbound Bloods stamps at 22% tied by auxiliary marking.®^

Table VII reveals 15L10 tied to cover for any reason is only 30%, 10 of
35 examples; consistent with the combined immediately preceding series of three
outbound Blood stamps at 28%,^ 40 tied of 147 examples.®®

15L10 combination with 1847 general issue were 20% of the census,
identified on 7 of the 35 covers. Higher than the immediately preceding series of
three combined outbound stamp types of only 12%, but continuing a trend which
clearly increased with later issues.™

15L10 was a continuation of the Blood's company special purpose
outbound service "for the Post Office," a phrase passed down from 15L7, 15L8,
and 15L9.^' All four stamps were less expensive than contemporary and
complementary local door delivery "city stamps" 15L5,15L6 (and in the next article
15L11). A bifurcated business model well executed by both Blood's private post and
the public, with exceedingly high 15L10 compliance of 100%, and exceeding 99%
for the series group of four.™ No 15L10 covers were mistakenly delivered to a local
street address, which precluded the need for a door delivery map, a part of all prior
articles.

^ Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, January 2015, pages 53,55.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, January 2015, page 58.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, January 2015, pages 56,57.
Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, January 2015, pages 57,58.

® Ibid.

Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, January 2015, page 57.
™ Ibid.

Morris, op. cit.. The Penny Post, July 2014, pages 52,53,54.
™ Morris, op. cit., The Penny Post, January 2015, page 60.
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The majority of 15L10, as well as the combined group of four "For the Post
Office" issues passed quite simply across Third Street to the Philadelphia post
office, whereas a minority of outbound letters bypassed this step. From the 15L10
census, 20% bypassed the Philadelphia post office, and were expedited by train to
another far away post office. A similar minority of predecessor "For the Post Office"
stamps likewise bypassed the Philadelphia post office: 15L7 at 8% (census number
1, 22 north); 15L8 at 15% (census numbers 11, 20, 37, 53, 56, 57, 59 north; census
numbers 55,58 south); 15L9 higher at 21% (census numbers 4, 6, 8, 11, 22, 23, 25,
42, 46, 57 north; census numbers 38, 41, 60 south). 17% of the combined four
outbound stamp types, 31 of 182 covers, bypassed the Philadelphia post office.

Under poorly understood circumstances in late 1847 D.O. Blood & Co
began operating under a new moniker "Blood's Despatch." For more than one year
handstamp markings and newspaper advertisements employed numerous descriptive
names, apparently seeking one with which they were comfortable. "Blood's
Despatch" first appeared in the November 1, 1848 Public Ledger, and had staying
power. Of course a lag time is understandable before final agreement consummated
that name to be commemorated on printed prepayment stamps, and much greater lag
time until cemented into the stalwart city directories.

Most likely once new stamps were issued, the previous type were not
printed any longer. Nonetheless, large stores of former stamps may have resided at
Blood's principal office and their numerous retail "agent" businesses for sale. Large
numbers of old stamps, already purchased by patrons, were likely utilized while still
viable. No recorded Blood's exchange period of new stamps for old has been
recorded or hypothesized. No private or public records have confirmed change of
manager, although anecdotal information has passed down through the ages that
during 1848 brother Walter Blood departed from the company, and an important
addition was Charles Kochersperger. But, the torch had been passed along to a new
champion.

MO V I N G

Let us know.
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