Hale & Co. Foreign Letter Mail & Domestic
Independent Mail 1838 - 1845

A Study of its Postal History
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B
Hale’s beginnings in 1838 as a foreignh mail forwarder

e New York to London via the steamer Great Western Nov. 20 1838
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Forwarded From Hale’s For. Let. Office / Corner of Wall and Water-Streets, / New-York.” 8 examples known.


Only known Hale Foreign Letter Office cover to France

New York Feb. 1, 1842 to Paris by private ship “St. Nicholas”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Manuscript notation in French on front translates: "Le Sully (a ship) has arrived but I received no letters". Manuscript "6" decimes (60 centimes) due which was the private ship rate for letters beyond the port of arrival. Once it got to Le Harve it was postmarked "Outre-Mer Le Harve." Paris receiving postmark.

Translation and rate information courtesy of Steve Walske.�


Forwarded From Hale’s News Room and Ship letter
Office, New-York

/ X St : — Havana to London via
AT A New York, July 13, 1841




@orwarded Through Hales Foreign Letter Office New York

New Orleans to London via New York, Feb. 21, 1842
Earliest known use of this hand stamp (7 reported, all from 1842)

By Ship “Patrick Henry”, New
Orleans blue postmark.

Note curious mirror image PAID
red hand stamp
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Forwarded through / Hale’s / Foreign Letter Office / New-York”


Very early use 13 Court Street Boston Office hand stamp
January 20 1844 to New York
Domestic Mail
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Very early use Boston to NY Jan 31 1844
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New York to Boston Feb 2 1844




Early Hale Rate Markings
Single 6-1/4 cents, Mar 30 1844, and Double 12-1/2 cents, Apr 17 1844.
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Hale’s Adhesive Stamps
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
75L1 EDU: March 14, 1844   75L2 orange-red: EDU August 27, 1844, but odd it still has 13 Court St. address (Hale moved from there to 23 State St. in Boston, sometime late in May 1844).  75L5: EDU May 20, 1844.

The adhesive stamps of Hale & co. had four firsts: the first stereotyped stamps, the first mechanically- separated and die-cut stamps, the first pre-cancelled stamps and the first overprinted stamps. 


Mysterious Number Markings from Boston Oct 1844




Springfield Mass to New York Oct 24 1844




Hale & Co.’s Mail Paid at Boston marking 1844
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Haverhill Mass to New York Apr 10 1845




Double Rate Lynn, Mass to New York Dec 14 1844
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Northampton Mass to NY Sep 30 1844
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Double Rate Collect Springfield Mass to Boston Sep 16 1844
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Danvers Mass to NY Oct 2 1844 / “Penny Post Paid”
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Manuscript “J. Shea”, Hale agent in Danvers.



New York Mailed Late for the Feb 28 1845 to Boston
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Boston pre-cancel, Oct 17 1844




Unusual Adhesive Separation Boston Office Oct 26 1844

Adhesives die cut from sheet in strips were
separated along sides, like crude coils.



Boston to Portland Maine Jan 16 1845




Baltimore Maryland to NY Apr 28 1845
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Pre-cancel from Portsmouth, NH Feb 15 1845
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Rare “Paid Boston” marking Oct 28 1844
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Birmingham July 3 1844 “Per Hibernia” to Hartford Ct. Jul 3 1844
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ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMBHIF
HIBERNIA.

Twelve Days Later from Europe.

. ]
Rise in the price of Cotion—Massacre of a |

Licwtenant and Seven Men—lLoss of Gé The Sun

Steamer with ull on board —Ihe Jgitation |

%&m : W : j ‘F‘:‘-;:‘:-:j:‘ii:.;.fei-:nrinfrnmense Repeal -‘t‘m‘r; (NEW York)
NI > 4 The steamship Hibernia, Capt. Ryrie, arrived |
: , . s ber wharf at Fast Boston, Wednesday mara-| JUlY 19 1844

< F - - | ing, a fuw minutes before six, makmg a short
7, . .o
i e 0 | | Mscol mivend echall s
,4( i - | We are indebted to Messrs. Adams & Co. for

2 copy of Wilmer and Smith’s Liverpool Times,

| in advance of the mail, from which we princi-
| 1" »

| pally select the following news. We are also
indebted to the Philadelphia Ledger for an ex-

‘ tra containing the news.

Cunard Line packet
steamer“Hibernia”
departed Liverpool July 4, 1844 and
arrived in Boston on July 17, after a
s ém% stop in Halifax. This letter probably
Gl f,:WZ, carried under a wrapper with
" o e gure ~ others from Boston to NY and
remailed by the Forwarder, John A.
Newbould, in NYC using Hale & Co.
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Jun 8 1844 Boston to Phila. & then back to Boston by Hale

%

L &ﬂ%@ma

/
: : '- & / r




Providence Rl to Portsmouth NH Nov 27 1844




Precancel Providence Rl to NY Oct 4 1844




Providence Rl to Albany NY Oct 28 1844 “3 = 20”




= New York oval markings, two types: curved & straight addresses



Presenter
Presentation Notes
New York and Boston were Hale’s busiest offices. New York was the headquarters for Hale & Co.; his office was at 58 Wall Street, in the Courier & Enquirier Building, where James W. Hale worked for the 18 months his mail service was in operation. However, Hale probably initiated his mail service in Boston.

NY curved address type oval forwarding handstamp (lower cover) known used between late July 1844 to early November 1844; NY straight address type oval forwarding handstamp (upper cover) was used concurrently from late March 1844 to late June 1845. Good strikes of the NY curved type (lower cover) are difficult to find.  Information courtesy of Mike Gutman.   


Haverhill & Salem Mass., Sep & Oct 1844



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Haverhill office hand stamp only used from August 27 to Oct 8 1844. Distinctive rusty orange-brown color, unlike any other office. 15 recorded uses.


®)
Auburn NY Sep 24 1844 Pomeroy-Hale conjunctive use
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the only known Hale cover from Auburn, N.Y.; Pomeroy conjunctive use with Hale. All mail on Auburn route was handled by Pomeroy because of an agreement with Erastus Corning, owner of the railroad. Hale did list an agent (J. Lightbody) in Auburn in a July 25, 1844 Boston newspaper ad. However, the Buffalo to Albany route was Pomeroy territory and it is likely that all the agents named by Hale along this route, including J. Lightbody in Auburn, were actually Pomeroy agents. The boxed collect marking may have been applied at the destination in Springfield. Hale attempted to service the Albany/Buffalo route himself during the summer of 1844, and this letter may be an example of this attempt as no other non-Hale hand stamps are present. Information courtesy of Mike Gutman. 


Brainard — Hale conjunctive use from Troy, NY to NYC
May 18 1845
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Jerome — Hale conjunctive use NYC to Frankford Maine Nov 13 1844
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Possibly the only known ALM Co. — Hale conjunctive
use: Boston to Albany, NY June 24, 1845



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This letter was originally sent from Boston at the American Letter Mail Co. office only a few days before both ALM Co. and Hale closed their doors forever. En route through New York it appears that ALM Co. turned the letter over to Hale for delivery to the destination of Albany, NY. Perhaps ALM Co. had already closed their office in Albany since the entire business was shutting down, probably Hale’s office in Albany was still office at that late date. So the two former competitors helped each other out at the bitter end to deliver this letter. Hale advertised that the last day he would accept letters for delivery was June 28, 1845; the last mails were delivered two days later.  All of the Independent Mail Companies, the biggest operation being Hale & Co., were put out of business by an Act of Congress effective July 1, 1845.
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