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THIRD A VENUE POST OFFICE 
Third Avenue Post Office (,rd Ave. Post) stamps and handstamps are known used on m.aJ 

around 1855. These covers indtcate that although the post made local deliveries, most of the post's busi­

ness was carrying letters from boxes and ptck up locations to the government post office for further 

deli.very. Other than the existence of these genuine covers, very little in:-period or cor!fi-rmed ieformation is 

available regarding this local. 

139L3 
GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
YELLOW PAPER 

DIE CUT 

139L6 
(LIKELY) GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
BUFF PAPER 

DIE CUT 

The post is attributed to Simon Rothenheim, who is listed as a clerk in New York City directories 

(Dogg-etfs 1854-1855; Trows 1856-1857). Most of the ieformation about the history of this post originates 

J&O AU, CE P. O. 

According to llr. S. All n Taylor, tbis post 
wns ost.'\blisbed in l :;:;, or lSSO, by one 
S . Rotbenbciau, n carrier for B rd' post. 
'l'he stain be made himself, wilb a bnud­
smmp of either brass or metal. He after­
wards gummed and trimmed them carefully, 
and pot. them up iu pill-boxes for le, on the 
principle that lhey got l08t. o.nd de11troyed 
better that way, and mol'e were lhe sooner 
nskcd for. treet Jetter-boxes being gene­
rally kept at groceries, the uslll\l place for tho 
lamps was the till or ca h-dm, er, ~here 

th •y got, greatly to ed bout, nnd being ao­
paratc, small, l\od gummed, they wore easily 
destroyed. The stamp was siwiJar in size 
mul shape to the o-ral Ea ·t Riter p t office 
lalil·b, the in:,crit)tion being AVE.;;, 1• o. s. 11., 

PAID. The impression wns black on green. 
Copies of this stamp are virtunlly unatl.nin­
able; but those of " forgery, of M(?ntrea1 
manufacture, lettered 3RD &VENUE s. B, POST 
OFFICB, in 110 oblong, are plentiful. 

from S. Allan Taylor. Taylor's accounts were referenced 

in the first known record of the post: "Notes on the 

United States Locals Vlll." by W. Dudley Atlee, 

published in Sta.mp-Collector's Magazine vol. 10 (1872). 

Genuine examples of the 3rd Ave. Post stamps are very 

scarce today. According to T ay[or, this was by design., as 

the reason the stamps were die cut was to make them 

easy to misplace (requiring customers to purchase 

more). Taylor profited from their scarcity by producing 

many forgeries and bogus stamps under the post's 

name. 

SECTION OF ARTICLE "NOTES ON THE UNITED 
STATES LOCALS VIII" BY W. DUDLEY ATLEE 
FROM THE STAMP- COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE VOL. 10, 1872 



THIRD A VENUE POST OFFICE 
S. Allan Taylor is responsible for most of the forgeries and bogus stamps that exist of the "Third 

Avenue Post Qffi.ce". His forgery with the closest resemblance to the real stamps has a dash in.stead of a 

period between "AVE" and "POST". 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB15 

2¢BLACK 
ON (+RAY BLUE 

( 139IA) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB15 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

( 139Ll) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB15 

2¢BLACK 
ON DARK GREEN SC 

(139Ll) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB15 

2¢BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 

( 139L2) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 

2¢RED 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 

2¢RED 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 

2¢RED 
ON GRAY BLUE II.LAID 

(139IA) 
ON ORANGE 

( 139L5) 
ON BLUISH GREEN 

(139L8) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 

2¢RED 
ON ORANGE YELLOW 

( 139L3) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 
2¢RED 

ON BUFF 
( 139L6) 

This unlisted forgery appears to he cut from a catalogue. lt is 

very similar to Taylor's forgery, hut with slightly d!ff'erent lettering 

and a period between "AVE" and "POST". 

UNLISTED FORGERY 
2¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
(139L6) 

CATALOGUE CUT 



THIRD A VENUE POST OFFICE 
Taylor's second forgery is nothing like the original stamp, and could also be considered a bogus 

stamp. The stamp is smaller, and the top line reads "A VE. 3." while the bottom line reads "POST OFFlCE". 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB18 

BLACK 
ON LIGHT BLUE 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB18 

BLACK 
ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB18 

BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

The other bogus stamp Taylor ma.de is rectangular, and comes in two variations with the R in 

"3RD" being a dgferent size. 

3•nAVENUE 
S, R, 

POST OFFICE. 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON WHITE V.LAID 

3RD AVENUE . I 
S, R, 

I POST OFFICE. 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON OFF-WHITE V.LAID 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 

3RD AVJ<;NUE 
S, R , 

POST OFFICE. 

BOGUSlVAR 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON WHITE 

BOGUSlVAR 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

ON YELLOW SC 

BOGUSlVAR 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 



THIRD A VENUE POST OFFICE 
The next bogus is similar to Taylor's rectangular bogus, but with a smaller "3RD" and the perwd 

aft.er "S" in "S. R." is higher up. 

3ao AVENUE 

s. R. !di:. 
PQ!;T OFF! 

;,- .• 

BOGUS2 
BLACK 

ON PINK SC 

BOGUS2 
BLACK 

ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 

BOGUS2 
BLACK 

ONGREENSC 

Another similar rectangular bogus exists, this time with the top line reading "AVENUE 8 RD". 

The printing of this stamp is poor and can result with some periods missing. 

BOGUS3 
RED(SHADE) 

ONWHITE 

BOGUS3 
RED(SHADE> 

ONWHITE 

This final, probably modem, bogus is an oval stamp like the original stamp. It has the top line 

reading "AVE. 3. P.O." and the bottom line reads "PAlD". 

MODERN BOGUS 4 
BLACK 

ON GREEN SC 
V. PERF 11 
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