


AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Established in January of 1844 by Lysander Spooner, this independent mail route operated between 

New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston. The post was also sometimes known as the "American Mail 

Company" or "American Letter Company." 

Upset at the price of stamps and inefficacy of the United States Postal System, Spooner created the 

company to purposely be direct competition with the government. Spooner wrote a pamphlet containing a 

twenty-seven point argument against laws created to suppress private post offices, and offered it for sale in 

his offices. 

Spooner and his agents were involved in multiple court cases about the legality of the post cffi.ce. lt 

seems that Spooner, a who had previously fought the government over his license to practice law, had 
intended to antagonize the government into a legal battle from the beginning. 

Railroads and most streets were considered "Post Roads", on which it was illegal for any company 

other than the Unites States Post Office to deliver letters. On several occasions, letter carriers for the compa

ny, such as George P. Fisher in PhLladelphia or John C. Gilmore in Baltimore, were put on trial for transport

ing letters outside of the mail. Newspaper articles detail incidents where carriers were removed from trains or 

had their bags taken. 

Spooner was able succeed in court by taking advantages of loopholes to prove his legality. His com

pany was able to stay in business for seven years, one of the longer running locals. However, after the crea

tion of new laws in 1851, and threats ofjail, the company was forced to close. 

The American Letter Mail Co. offered stamps for 5¢ compared to the US Post O.ffi.ce price of 18¾¢. 
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1','EWSPAPER CLIP FROM 
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
ON JANUARY 18, 1844 

Du.ring the post's operation, the government post 

office reduced its rates to 3¢. For this reason, 

Lysander Spooner is sometimes called the "Father 

of the three-cent stamp." 

PORTRAIT OF 
LYSANDER SPOONER 

FOUNDER OF 
AMERICAN LE=R MAIL COMPANY 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5¢ BLACK : GENUINE 

ONTHI PAPER 
POSITION19 

The first postage stamp printed for the American. Letter Mail 

Company featured the image of a small eagle with a decorative border 
including the text "American Letter Mai[ Co." and "20 for a DoHar". These 

stamps were most likely engraved by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson using a 

stock die acquired from Durand, Perkins & Co. as the vignette. (Durand, 

Perkins & Co. sold its assets to Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson after they 
went out of business in 1832.) 

1843 BANK NOTE : $100 BLACK 
NEW ORLEANS - MUNICIPALITY NO. TWO 

SECOND SERIES TREASURY OTE - RA WOON, WRIGHT, HATCH & CO. 

As a stock die, the sma.[[ eagle image was used on several other items, including banknotes like the 

one above. This treasury note from the Municipality No. Two Bank in New Orleans, Louisiana, was engraved 

by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Co. lt is dated 1843, a year before American. Letter Mail started. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 

1851 PROMISSORY NOTE ($112.40> 
NEW YORK - THE CITY BANK 

The small eagle die also continued use after the stamps were produced. The promissory note above 

is dated 18.51, the same year that the American Letter Mail closed.. 

Note that the printing of the eagle on the bottom of this note is somewhat crud.er than the printing 

on the stamps. There is no engraver name on this note, so this small eagle may have been printed. from a. 

copy of the design or a. worn die that exchanged hands between printers. 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE STAMPS 
5¢ 1g~~if_I~ i~fJNE 

HORIZONTAL STRIP OF THREE 
POSITION 3 - POSITION 4 - POSITION 5 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
American Letter Mail printed the stamps using a plate of twenty subjects. The stamps were printed 

on thin or thkk paper. Using gu.idemarks in the margins, or slight variations produced when the transfer 

die was rolled onto the plate, these stamps can be identified by their position. 

5L1 : SMALL EAGLE STAMPS 5
¢ tW--~lfr~ iB:~NE 

COMPLETE SHEET OF TWENTY 

These stamps are known on both thin and thick paper. It is suggested that these paper types 

represent different printings. Sources are unable to agree as to which came .first, however. It is also possible 

that the stamps were printed with whatever paper was on hand at the time. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
American Letter Mail Co. cancelled their stamps in a variety of methods. The most common 

cancellations are manuscript pen strokes or crosses. Stamps were also cancelled with black or red brush 

marks. Several handstamps were also used, including a red "PAID" stamp. One of the more notable hand

stamps used by American Letter Mail was an oval of small red stars. (Scott's lists this in two types.) 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ 8k~1:rlf dK G~11,WJIB 
USED 

MS CROSSHATCH 
BLACK 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 

5¢ 8~111fd1<:'i>~JIB 
USED 

BRUSHED X CANCEL 
BLUE 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ 8k~1:rlf dKG~~kNE 
USED 

OVAL OF STARS 
RED 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ i1rt~lf1N iL>~NE 
USED 

MSPE STROKE 
BLACK 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ i1rt~lf1N i~NE 
USED 

DOUBLE MS CROSS 
BLACK 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ 8k~1:rlfdK~Eli,1i;\F 
USED 

OVAL OF STARS 
RED 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ i1rt~lf1N iL>~NE 
USED 

BRUSH CANCEL 
BLACK 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ i1r.A~lf1N i~~JNE 
USED 

ALM-NYC-PO3 
RED 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ 8k~1:rlf dK~~1i;kNE 
USED 

GRIDDED CIRCLE 
BLACK 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5

¢ i1rt~lfxN iL>~JNE 
USED 

OVAL OF STARS 
RED 

After the post closed, Spooner kept the printing plate in his possession, as well as a large supply of 

unsold remainders of the post's small eagle st.amps. Spooner slowly released these remainders to the st.amp 

collecting public, and by 1880, the market had been flooded by unused remainders. For this reason, 

cancelled American Letter Mail Co. st.amps carry a signgicant premium over unused stamps. 

Remainder stamps released by Spooner were primarily of the thin paper type. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The cover featu.red here was mailed from W.B. Bristol to his brother, Lou.is Bristol, a lawyer. A 

stamp was affixed to the letter, but was then partially peeled away, and franked "Free" by the American Letter 

Mail agent in New Haven. 

While the letter begins with a discussion about a mortgage and finances, it later includes a note 

about the private mails: 
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5L1 : SMALL EAGLE 

"I UNDERSTAND THAT THESE 
PRIVATE EXPRESSES HAVE AN 
AGENCY IN YOUR PLACE. IF 
SO, YOU HAD BET'.l'ER BUY 

MPS & I WILL DO SO TOO 
FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT 
OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE-
THIS GOVERNMENT POST 
OFFICE SYSTEM IS AN IMPOSI
TION UPON THE PUBLIC AND 
THE SOONER IT IS PUT DOWN, 

THE BETTER." 

fi¢ BLACK : GENUINE • PARTIALLY TORN A WAY 
"FREE" & SIGNATURE IN MANUSCRIPT - BLUE INK 

JULY 19, 1844 

Although there is no direct indication as to why the letter was carried for free, perhaps the agent 

appreciated the support. Bristol's note also describes his discussion with the agent: 
"The agent here says he had last night three times as many letters to New York as the General Post 

Office here." 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The following two covers are written to Tiles ton & Hollingsworth., paper makers. Th.is company 

bought used and damaged sails Jrom New England vessels to make into paper. During a recession in th.e 

1840s, they could no longer ~ord sails, and instead began making paper out of rope. Brothers John Mark 

and Lyman Hollingsworth. patented th.is process, which produced manila paper. 

Each. letter is address to either "care of P.C. Jones" or "116 State Street" in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Peter C.Jones operated a paper store at 116 State Street. The contents of each. letter include orders for paper . 

.. . 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The f ollowLng covers represent what could be co-ryunctlve usages between AmerLcan Letter Mall and 

other Lndependent mail companLes. American Letter Mall was known to exchange mail wLth both Pomeroy's 

Letter Express and Letter Express (Wells). 
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AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
The partial cover below was mailed to New York via the Philadelphia branch of American Letter 

Mail. The Philadelphia branch used a circular handstamp that dropped "letter" ft om the company name, 

reading only "American Mail Co." 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE 
5¢ BLACK : GENUINE - C ROSS PEN CANCEL 

PHILADELPHIA TO NEW YORK 
"AMERICAN MAIL CO ." CIRCULAR DATESTAMP 

SEPTEMBER, 1844 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COO 

I 
~ - The AMERICAT1. LETTER 

MAIL COMP A_.'\"V, han·e established Po~t 018• 
eell!i In X en·-r ork, Phllndt'lt•hin, Bultln1ore and 
Bo!liton, and will tr1111~n1it 1 ... ,t.-r~ duily front ea~h 
city to the other~ z ht·iee a dn1· ht"tWet"n New• 
V ork and Plailadelttltia. 

Poi-ta~.,. 0 1-4 eent!li for t•neh half oz. letter, 
payable nlwayN in ad"t'anee. 

St11n11•"', hn~nty for n dollar. 
Tlte Uon11n1a1· dei.i~n to 111uke thf"h• E1dabli11h• 

ment a 1•er111an.-nt one. 
TheJ' 1vill carr,· 01111' J..,,-tt.-r~. 
Their pur1tose is to earr1· Letters by the most 

rapid convt·J·a11c11,;, aml nt thr elu·npeHt rate .. , and to rxtc1ul their operation•, 
as fa;;it n <s patrona~e mnJ· j11Htify, ornr the principal ro11te,ai of thr country, 110 

as to gin: the must ext1msh·e fncilitif'H for corrc,;po1ul1·11ct> that can be afford
ed ot nn 1m{for111 rate of po!"t~.- . 

The Con11tany desi;;n al~o, (if su,dained by the 
public,) thQro11ghlJ· to agitate th,• 1111 e1,1tio11, and tcf'<t the co111,1titution11l right, of 
free competition in the business of carrying lctt e r i;. 'l'ht· !rro1111rls on which 
theJ· l\!'!"Crt thi" rii,i-ht , are pnhli,,;lu·d. and for ;.alt•, [nt the ollicri1,] in pamphlet 
form. 

LeOer!it eoutalninr; 1none,· n ·ill not be received. 
Until further notice, letter&, on nrriving nt th~ir dc i;. ti11atio1J. unlcsl! promptly 
called for, " ·ill be deli,-ered bJ· corrier,.., or tlcpo,-itcd for dcliHr~· in the 
Gonrnmcut Post Offi~·. 

The ltlails for Philadelphia, 'tt·ill be t"losed at 
1-~ past 8 A. IU ., nnrl 1-4 past I P. JU. Those for Bol!'ton at 1-2 past 3 
P. JU. 

Mails n ·ill commence 1•unning f1•0111 N e\l·• York, 
to Bo .. ton ontl Philatlclphio, on Tuesday, the 23d. i11>1t. P. n.; from Boston 
on W cdnci;d1n, from Boltimorc on Thursday. 

Offiee in NewVork, -16 Wail-st.; Philadelphia, 
109 Chesnut-st.; Boston, 19.-State-st.; Baltimore, under the Muscum1Juildin.:;s, Culvert-st. 

Refer, in New•T.»rk,to Josiaah Holte; Esq., ~8 
Merchant's Exchange, Silas J1>nes, Esq., 60 Wall-st., P. M. Irving, Esq., 15 1-2 Wall-1t. 

If the Public approve the enterprize, they are requested to give it their support 
from the outset. LYSANDD SPOONJDL 

NEW-YORK, J AXUA RY 20, 1844. ~ 

TRIBt:NE JOI! PHIXTISG ESTABLfSHMENT 160 NASSAU, AND 7 SPRUCl! -ST.-J. A. FRAETAS, PRINTIIR. 

PHOTOCOPY OF CIRCULAR 
ADVERTISING AMERICAN LE'ITER MAIL COJ\1PANY 

JANUARY 20, 1844 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
WhLle the plate of 20 remained in Lysander Spooner's possession ajter the close of the post, the 

original die used to make the plate remained with the engraver, Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edison. ln 1858, 

this company merged with seven others to form the American Bank Note Company, which inherited all of 
their dies. 

The American Bank Note Company produced posthumous proofs of their stock of dies for their 

record books. These die proofs, impression of a single stamp, can usually be easily identfed from the later 

plate reprints by their la,ge mrogins. They also show evidence of vertical plate scratches, most visible on the 
left side of the stamp, and at the top through the "E" of"Letter". 

Trail color proofs on lndia paper in six colors are known. These proofo have been attributed to an 

1888 printing. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

OLIVE BROWN 
ON INDIA PAPER 

AMERICAN BANI{ NOTE C O. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

BLACK 
ON INDIA PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

DULL RED 
ON INDIA PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

BLUE-BLACK 
ON INDIA PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE C O. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Die proofs are also known on bond paper in four colors. These proofs were produced from a 

d!ff erent printing than the India paper proof printing, although there is little ieformation as to when and 

why they were printed. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

GREEN 
ON BOND PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

RED 
ON BOND PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. 

TRAIL COLOR PROOF 
5Ll 

ORANGE 
ON BOND PAPER 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. 

The proof below is printed directly on card. Like the bond paper proofs, there is little ieformation 

about its printing. 

DIE PROOF 
5Ll 

BLACK 
ON CARD 

AMERICAN BANI{ OTE CO. 



THE AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COMPANY 
\Vas established by Lysander Spooner in 18-14, and began its operations 
on the ::3d clay of January of that year. Mr. Spooner's object in this 
enterprise he averred to be to "test the constitutional rights of free 
" competition in the business of carrying letters." 

In this effort Mr. Spooner had the support of the principal nell'spapers, 
such as the New rork E,prcss, ':fo1trnal of Commerce, and Er•cllill,!{ 
Post. But the GoYernment poured upon him ,·ials of \\'rath, and Mr. 
Merrick, the Chairman of the P. 0. Committee of the Senate, on the 
22d February, 18-14, stigmatised him as '· destitute of all patriotic or 
" moral principles." 

N evertheless :\lr. Spooner pcr,e,·cred, im·iting prosecution, and be
coming subject to fines, and judgments, and exhausting his resour-

~ . _p illi ,s . Boston . 
1851), '' after haYing sustained the conflict for some six or se,·en 
•· months, and placed the principle, on which I acted, so fully before 
" the public as that it finally compelled the concession of Congres, to 
"it, I \\'US obliged, by want of means, to abandon the business, after 
'' hadni:;- incurred debts "·hich to this day I have been unable to dis
., charge." 

Stripped of resources Mr. Spooner \\'as obliged to retire from a con
test" hose grand result was the reduction of postage, as the only means 
available to GoYernment for suppressing private mails. the validity of 
which, under the Constitution of the l;. S. was neYer dispro,·ed, while 
the then l;. S. Attorney General, and Judges Story and \Voodbury. 
\\'Cre among many eminent lawyers who deni,:d the "cxclush·c right 
.. of Go,·ernmcnt to establish post offices and mails." 

During the few months' existence of the American Letter :\fail 
Company its business \\'as considerahle. For the transmission of 

letters by it a charge of five cents was m:1dc , and stamps of that Yaluc 
were sold for the prepayment of letters. 

\\'hen collecting stamps became a "craze," dilig~nt, but unsuccess
ful, effort was made to find and secure such remainder, of the "Amer
ican Letter :\fail Co." stamps as might exist. Recently, howeYcr, a 
sheet of these stamps was seen at the llistorical Socii'ly of Bosloll, 
and tracing their origin there were discovered in th~ possession of the 
executor of Mr. Spooner's estate the veritable remainders of the long 
sought stamps - a small pile of sheets, mainly damaged by tim , a few 
in ,·cry fair condition, and the plate from \\'hich they were engraved, 
but so badly corroded that no good print could be made from it. The 
undersigned purchased these stamps, which are engra,·ed on sheets of 
t\\'cnty st,mps each, the sheets being 3 1-2 x 4 r-:: inches in dimcmsion. 

In addition to the sheet held by the Boston llistorical Society, there 
is one sheet in the Historical Society of \\'orccster, :\Iass., and two 
hcet arc in the collections of prh·ate citizens of Boston. 

\\'illiam II. Se,rnrd wrote in 1849 that :\Ir. Spooner's course ·' con
,. tributecl to the reformation of our post system, and the cst'.lb!ishmint 
·· of cheap postage." 

Inasmuch as these stamps ha,·c historic interest as being the pr.!cur
sors of. and potential agents in compelling cheap postage, the fc" 
perfect sheets ha,·c been set aside \\'ith the \'ic\\' of furnishing them at 
$5.00 each to IIistorical Societies, Libraries, etc. The other stamps 
"'ill, until the small supply is cxhnustcd, be sold to applicants at 50 
cents per stamp. 

,\ll orders must be accompanied by a remittance to co,·cr cost and 
postag,:, and 10 cents additional for registration, if desired. 

E. A. HOLTON, 

July, 1, 1~87. S SUMMER STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 

AMERICAN 

LETTER 
MAIL CO~ 

The small eagle stamps of 
American Letter Mail Co. have been 

reprinted several times by various 

printers using the original plate. The 
first reprints were produced by EA. 

Holton, a Boston stamp dealer who 

acquired the plate from Spooner's estate 

in 1887. 

Holton purchased the plate 

along with a supply of original sheets. 

Those sheets still in decent quality, he 
sold to his customers. 

AT LEFT: 
E. A. HOLTON ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR THE SALE OF 
AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO. 
REMAINDER SHEETS 
1887 

Around this time, Holton took 

one reprint plate "proof' on thick white 

paper to test the plate, which had 

signyicant corrosion damage. At first, 

he believed it was too corroded to make 

decent reprints; but the plate was 

eventually deaned to a extent that he 

felt co~dent producing a supply of 
reprints for sale. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The first Holton reprints were printed on bond paper with a watermark reading "Old Hampshire 

Bond, USA". Although the corrosion darn.age is present on these reprints, some positions can he dlif'trult to 

d!ff'erentiate from the originals. Other positions have easily identif't.able markings, such as the two scratches 

under the eagle's wing in position 6, or the hru.ise across the rock in position 7. 

· ....................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

5Ll : SMALL EAGLE : 5¢ BLACK 
HOLTON REPRINT (CIRCA 1895) 

ON WATERMARKED BOND PAPER 
SHEET OF TWENTY 

Holton deaned the die farther before printing his next series of reprint sheets. These second 

reprints were printed die sunk on bright white glazed card. A foll size (8½ by 11 inch) reprint card is 

featured on the following page. 

-SEE FOLLOWING PAGE-
5Ll : SMALL EAGLE : 5¢ BLACK 

HOLTON REPRINT (SECOND SERIES) 
ON WHITE GLAZED CARD 

SHEET OF TWENTY 





AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
lt is not confirmed who owned the plate after Holton, although according to our sources, it was for 

some time in the possession of Boston stamp dealer W.C. Henry. 1t was then acquired by Bill Aldrich. 

Aldrich, along with Otto Pollitz and Norman F. Sparhawk of the Frank P. Brown Company, produced the 

next series of reprints in 1934. 

The Frank P. Brown reprints were produced in six bright colors and advertised as "trial color 

proofs". The first of these reprints include a small "proof' handstamp on the hack of each. These hand

stamps are not present on later printings. Although the plate was signgicantly cleaned for this printing in 

comparison to the Holton reprints, scratches and hrn.ises still remain. 

American Letter Mail 
Plate and Proofs 

The entire remaining stock of about 27,000 
sets and the orli:lnal nla te of the American 
Letter Mall Company were withdrawn from 
the Receiver's sale of the Frank P . Brown 
Co. The undersigned will receive o!fers for 
these two· Items .l!!l!!!. December 20, 1934. A 
sample sheet of the proofs will be furnished 
Interested parties against references. The 
above constitutes a splendid opportunity for 
a dealer with either a wholesale or retail 
outlet. 1r " Afro.,.. _,. l-\1 

._ rj.J'--';, 

BRAYTON MORTON 
Receiver 

FRANK P. BROWN CO. 
20 Kilby Street, Boston, Mass. 

ADVERTISEMENT FROM 
STAMPS MAGAZINE 
NOVEMBER 24, 1934 

REPRINT 
BROWN 

FRANK P. BROWN 
(5L1) 

WITH "PROOF" 
HANDSTAMP 

FRONT VIEW 

REPRINT 
BROWN 

FRANK P. BROWN 
(5L1> 

WITHOUT 
"PROOF" 

FRONT VIEW 

J' of 

REPRINT 
BROWN 

FRANK P. BROWN 
(5L1) 

WITH "PROOF" 
HANDSTAMP 

BACK VIEW 

REPRINT 
BROWN 

FRAN!{ P. BROWN 
(5L1) 

WITHOUT 
"PROOF" 

BACK VIEW 

Although these stamps were advertised and sold as "proofs", they are reprints. The Frank P. Brown 

Company sold the sheets to dealers as stock, claiming they "will sell readily as singles on approval sheets, or 

as a set for Junior collectors." 

The following page includes a letter from N.F. Sparhawk of the Frank P. Brown Co. to dealer George 

B. Sloane. This letter, dated January 30
th

, 1934, describes the reprints and their prices for wholesale. 



C 
+· 

1Jirattk JI. r!lrowtt <no. 
44 llrnmtidb &trcd 

TELEPHONE LIBERTY 8272 

Cable address '1Brownatamp'' 

January 30, 4 
.O!itOU, ,fflas~ .•........................................... 193 NORMAN F. SPARHAWK 

Geor ge B. Sloane, 
116 Nassau St ., 
New Xork Cit~, New York 

Dear Sir~ 

We are enclosing a set of the American Letter 
Mail Trial Color Proofs, (Scotts #6219) made from the 
original plate. The entire supply is in our posses
sion and though limited we can offer them at the fol
lowing prices: 

10 sets 

25 sets 

$1. 

$2. 

50 sets 

100 sets 

CASH WITH ORDER 

$3. 

$5. 

A few larger quantities are available; prices 
on request. (We also purchased a few of the original 
complete sheets of 20. Price $2. each.) 

This set should be very popular with all col
lectors of U. S. and is within the means of all your 
customers. The stamps will sell readily as singles 
on approval sheets, or as a set for Junior collectors. 

We suggest that you take advantage of this of
fer and be the first to offer them to your customers. 

t{.,~ 1 .7tu-t l'/.J'J, ~ da..t.,;: """(:

,#~ ~,(, ~ n.- ~ ' ,,, ,; 
tr.' /.,.._/d 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank P. Brown Company 

4,rc~u,, .-; 
t.J,j ...,J ifl
lA,,... ,wv < 

/le,. ft.fol.:" t._~ 

VI,· tt-/~ _;t;, 
~tpt Ji/ 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COO 

REPRINT ( 5Ll ) 
MAGENTA 

FRANK P. BROWN 
BLOCK OF FOUR 

WITH PROOF BACKSTAMP 

REPRINT ( 5Ll ) 
ULTRAMARINE 
FRANK P. BROWN 

BLOCK OF FOUR 
WITH PROOF BACKSTAMP 

REPRINT ( 5Ll ) 
YELLOW-ORA GE 

FRANK P. BROWN 
BLOCK OF FOUR 

WITH PROOF BAC KSTAMP 

Full set of Frank P. Brown 

reprint blocks off our, in each of six 

colors. These blocks, .from the top 

lEefl: comer of the plate, include 

positions ,, 2, 6, and 7. Note the 
plate damage on positions 6 and 7. 

REPRINT ( 5Ll) 
BROWN 

FRANK P. BROWN 
BLOCK OF FOUR 

WITH PROOF BACKSTAMP 

REPRINT ( 5Ll) 
APPLE-GREEN 
FRANK P. BROWN 

BLOCK OF FOUR 
WITH PROOF BACKSTAMP 

REPRINT ( 5Ll ) 
LIGHT-VERMILION 

FRANK P. BROWN 
BLOCK OF FOUR 

WITHOUT PROOF BACKSTAMP 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 

REPRINT SHEETS 
ULTRAMARINE 

FRANK P . BROWN ( 5Ll) 
FULL SHEETS OF TWENTY 

WITH & WITHOUT "PROOF" HANDSTAMP ON BACK 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 

REPRINT SHEETS 
LIGHT VERMILION & APPLE-GREEN 

FRANK P. BROWN ( 5L1) 
FULL SHEETS OF TWENTY 

WITHOUT"PROOF"HANDSTAMPONBACK 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 

tc::>t 

American Letter Mail Company 

COLOR PROOFS 

tc::>t 
American Letter Mail Company 

COLOR PROOFS 

REPRINT SHEETS 
MAGENTA & YELLO W -ORANGE 

FRANK P. B ROWN ( 5Ll) 
FULL SHEETS OF TWENTY 

WITH VIOLET UPPER MARGIN !¾PRINT 
• AMERICAN LETTER MAIL C O MP ANY / C O L O R PROOFS" 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 

tc=>f 

American Letter Mail Company 

COLOR PROOFS 

American Letter Mail Compan 

COLOR PROOFS 

REPRI NT SHEETS 
APPLE- GREEN & L I G H T VERMILIO N 

FRANKP. BRO WN (5L1 ) 
FULL SHEETS O F TWENTY 

WITH VIOLET UPPER MARGIN IMPRINT 
• AMERI CAN LETTER MAIL C O MP ANY / C O L O R PROOFS" 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COO 

American Letter Mail Company 

COLOR PROOFS 

American Letter Mail Company 

COLOR PROOFS 

REPRINT SHEETS 
BROWN & ULTRAMARINE 

FRANK P. BROWN ( 5Ll) 
FULL SHEETS OF TWENTY 

WITH VIOLET UPPER MARGIN IMPRINT 
"AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COMP ANY / COLOR PROOFS" 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
Several "printer's waste" pieces are known from the Frank P. Brown reprinting. These tests, scraps, 

misprintings, miscuttings, and various errors from the printing process . 

. ·········································································································\ 

REPRINT • BLOC K OF TWELVE 
ULTRAMARINE 
FRANK P . BROWN 

(5Ll) 

PRINTER'S WASTE 
SKEWED, DOUBLE PRINTING 

P ~ 
M

·.·':_;,,,,' 
. 

. 

. 

REPRINT 
APPLE-GREEN 
FRANK P . BROWN 

(5Ll) 

PRINTER'S WASTE 
M U LTIPLE PRINTINGS 

REPRINT 
BROWN 

FRANK P. BROWN 
(5Ll) 

PRINTER'S WASTE 

s~ITI& ~fil~b& 

REPRINT 
ULTRAMARINE 
FRANK P . BROWN 

(5Ll) 

PRINTER'S WASTE 
HEAVILY PITTED 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 

REPRINT - FULL PLATE 
MAGENTA ON THICK MANILA PAPER 

FRANKP.BROWN 
(5Ll) 

WITH PARTIAL INVERTED PRINTING ON BACK 

PHOTOCOPY- BACK OF SHEET 
<REDUCED TO -21 %) 

PREVIOUSLY OF THE SLOANE COLLECTION 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
One dealer, T.K. Barker & Company of San Francisco, purchased a supply of the reprint stamps and 

sold them as sets of singles, hinge mounted on card. These cards, designed with the text "American Letter 

Mai.[" above and "Trial Color Proofs" below, were sold to collectors for 25¢. 

A MERICA LETTER MAIL 

TRIAL COLOR PROOFS 

REPRINT SET ( 5L1 > 
LIGHT VERMILION, YELLOW-ORANGE+-APPLE-GREEr:!J ULTRAMARINE, BROWN, MAGENTA 

FRANK P. nROWN REPRI1"jTS (1934> 
WITH PROOF BACKSTAMP 

ON T.K. BARKER DISPLAY CARD 

T.K. Barker & Co. advertised primarily in the Boy Scouts' magazine, Boys L!fo during the 193os-

194os. They were also known for mailing custom advertising post cards to potential customers. 

I ' • 
T.K. BARKER CO . ADVERTISEMENT CLIPPING 

FROMBOYSLIFEMAGAZINE MAY, 1936 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Sets in a nearly identical style to T.K. Barker's cards are known printed on paper. These sets have 

text slightly larger and less sharp than the Barker cards, although the borders around the hinged stamps are 

the same size. 

AMERICAN LETTER MAIL 

.... , 
\.\ ,/ 

~ 

TRIAL COLOR PROOFS 

REPRINT SET ( 5Ll) 
MAGENTA, ULTRAMARINE, LIGHT VERMILION;....~PLE-GREEN, BROWN, YELLOW-ORANGE 

FRANK P. BROWN Kll,PRINTS (1934) 
WITHOUT PROOF BACKSTAMP 

ON DISPLAY PAPER SHEET 

According to an article in a 2007 Penny Post(Vol 15, No. 4), these small sheets were offered by Frank 

P. Brown in Boston sometime shortly after their sale in San Francisco. lt is possible that Frank P. Brown & 

Co. designed and printed the cards at T.K. Barker's request.first, then used the same design for his own sale 

afterward. 

All the reprint stamps mounted on the set featured above are without the "proof hand.stamp. An 

additional duplicate set within the collection includes five of the six reprints without "proof. Since the 
reprints without the hand.stamp were of a later printing, this fits with the Penny Posts claim that the paper 

mounted sets were sold after the T.K. Barker card mounted sets. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COO 
During the 1934 American Philatelic Society Convention at Atlantic City, New Jersey, philatelic 

souvenir sheets of the Frank P. Brown reprints were offered. These souvenir sheets include a fall plate reprint 

of the stamps and green description handstamp at the top. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COG 
During the 1934 American Philatelic Society Convention at Atlantic City, New Jersey, philatelic 

souvenir sheets of the Frank P. Brown reprints were offered. The sheet below is used with a 3¢ purple Mt. 

Rainer stamp .from the impeeforate National Parks issue sheet that was offered at the convention. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
George Hussey sold. forgeries of the small eagle American Letter Mail st.amps. His printer, 

Thomas Wood, produced the forgeries Jrom two d~erent stones. The first stone of fifty subjects, "A-1", 

alternated between rows of Broadway's Post Office stamps and the American Letter Mail st.amps. The 
other stone, "A-2" produced a sheet of 77 small eagle st.amps. 

Featured in this collection on the following pages are complete sheets Jrom each stone. 

AT RIGHT: 
FORGERY A - STONE A-1 

HUSSEY 
PHOTOCOPY- REDUCED BY 50% 

(SEE FOLLOWING PAGES) 

AT LEFT: 
FORGERY A - STONE A-2 
HUSSEY 
PHOTOCOPY- REDUCED BY 50% 
(SEE FOLLOWING PAGES> 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 

'~,;\Df ~:~; 
13i 

POST·OfFtCC 
'ii 
l'OST·OFFIE~ 





AMERICAN LETTER MAIL COO 
Hussey ordered four printings of the American Letter Mail small eagle stamps, which are detailed in 

the record book of his printer, Thomas Wood. Three of the small eagle stamp printings took place on the 

same day that Broadway forgeries were also printed, and it can be reasonably assumed that stone A-1 was 

used for these printings. The table below lists the details of each printing. 

Printing date AIM forgeries printed Stone used Cost of printing 

May 29, 1862 1,000 A-1 $4.50 

March 31, 1864 1,000 A-1 $3 . 00 

February 10, 1865 5,000 A-2 $8 . 75 

February 16, 1866 1,000 A-1 $2.25 

Hussey forgeries are also known with cou.nteefeit cancellations. 

FORGERY A 
STONEA-1 
5¢BLACK 
HUSSY 

(5LU 

FORGERY A 
STONEA-1 
5¢BLACK 
HUSSY 

(5Ll) 
FAKE CANCELLATION 
SAN FRANCISCO CDS 

MAGENTA 

FORGERY A 
STONEA-2 
5¢BLACK 
HUSSY 

(5LU 

FORGERY A 
STONEA-2 
5¢BLACK 
HUSSY 

(5LU 
FAKE CANCELLATIO 
MANUSCRIPT CROSS 

BLACK 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Scott published an image of the small eagle stamp in his lnternational Album. He also produced 

two types of forgeries for stamp collectors. The first Scott forgery ( known as Forgery B) uses the same 

FORGERYB 
5~~~-¥1,K 

(5L1) 
CLIPPED FROM SCOTT'S 

INTERNATIONAL ALBUM, 1888 

image as the album illustration. 

FORGERYB 
5¢BLACK 

ON WHITE WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYB 
5¢BLACK 

ON CREAM 
SCOTT 
(5L1) 

The second Scott forgery (Forgery C) is more finely detailed and known in a variety of colors. 

5¢BLACK 
ON WHITE WOVE 

SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYC 
5¢ ORANGE RED 
ON WHITE WOVE 

SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYC 

ONV. t'A~1iAPER 
SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYC 
l>11_~REEN 

ON THICK WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYC 
5¢ GREY BLACK 

ON WHITE WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5L1l 

FORGERYC FORGERYC 
5¢ BRIGHT GREEN 
ON WHITE WOVE 

SCOTT 
(5L1) 

FORGERYC 
5¢_GREEN 

ONH.LAID 
SCOTT 
(5L1) 

5¢ BRIGHT GREEN 
ON THIN BUFF WOVE 

SCOTT 
(5L1) 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Below is a collection of Scott's "Forgery C" counteefeits with fake cancellations applied to make 

them appear more legitimate. 

FORGERYC FORGERYC FORGERYC 
5¢_GREY BLACK 

ON WHITE WOVE 
SCOTT 

FORGERYC 
5¢BLACK 5¢ GREY BLACK 

ON WHITE WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5Ll) (5Ll> 

ON THICK BUFF 
SCOTT 
(5Ll) 

5¢ GREY BLACK 
ON WHITE WOVE 

SCOTT 
(5Ll) 

FAKE CANCEL 
BLUE HANDSTAMP 

FAKE CANCEL 
GREEN 4-RING TARGET 

FAKE CANCEL 
BLACK GRID IN CIRCLE 

FAKE CANCEL 
BLACK 3-RING OVAL 

FORGERYC 
5¢GREEN 

ON THICK WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5Ll) 

FAKE CANCEL 
BLUE HANDSTAMP 

FORGERYC 
~¢RED 

ON THICK WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5Ll) 

FAKE CANCEL 
BLACK GRID IN CIRCLE 

FORGERYC 
5¢ORANGE 

ON THICK WOVE 
SCOTT 
(5Ll) 

FAKE CANCEL 
MANUSCRIPT 

There is little information a.bout th.e forgery known as "Forgery D". 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
UNKNOWN FORGER 

(5Ll) 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
J.B. Moens created an illustration of the small eagle stamp for his book. Moens' version of the 

stamp is listed by Lyon's as "Fofgery H". Several forgeries were later created based on his drawing. 

FORGERYE 
5¢ RE8lJ~ll1~~0WN 

WHITE PAPER 
AFTERMOENS 

(5Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢BLACK 
ON THICK 

WHITE PAPER 
AFTERMOENS 

(5Ll) 

1. 

Ll'THOGRAPH FROM 
"POSTAGE STAMPS. 

ILLUSTRATED." 
J . S . MOENS. 

LONDON, 1864 

PU.TE J s 

FORGERYH 
5¢BLACK 

MOENS 
(5Ll) 

FROM POSTAGE STAMPS 
ILLUSTRATED. 1864 

FORGERYE 
5

¢ ~WMiflttUE 
WHITE PAPER 
AFTERMOENS 

(5Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢BLACK 
ONTHICK 

CREAM PAPER 
AFTERMOENS 

(5Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢ MEJ'~INM/OLD 

WHITE PAPER 
AFTERMOENS 

(5Ll) 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
The small eagle design. was reprinted in five colors as facsimile in 1974. There is deterioration in 

the details of t_hese reprints. 

FACSIMILE 
BLACK 
(5L1) 

PRICE;itic 

Please do not break this set. 

LlTTLETO STAMP & CO CO .. INC. 

LITTLETON STAMP & COIN CO . , INC. ENVELOPE 
WITH FULL SET OF SMALL EAGLE FACSIMILES 

FACSIMILE 
YELLOW 

(5L1) 

FACSIMILE 
GREEN 
(5L1) 

FACSIMILE 
RED 
(5L1) 

FACSIMILE 
PURPLE 

(5L1) 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The second stamp design of American Letter Mail Co. is known as the "large eagle". lt includes a 

vignette of a large eagle standing with wings partially spread, surrounded by the name of the company and a 

circular border in a square fame. 

This stamp was engraved by Waterman Lily Ormsby, a renowned engraver .from New York City. 

Ormsby was a highly irefluential engraver whose improvements on the transfer press and geometric lathe 

LARGE EAGLE 
VIGNETTE PROOF 

BLACK 
DIE ON CARD 

were used for years. He was also one of the founders of the 
Continental Bank Note Company. Although he was an activist 

against counteefeiting, even writing a book (Description ef the 

Present System ef'Engraving, 1852) to expose several printers and 
techniques, Ormsby was known to take up work from somewhat 

shady organizations. Many of the banks Ormsby printed notes for 
were frauds or extremely short lived firms which were prone to 

bankruptcy. 

The eagle featured in the center of this stamp was a reused 

image that Ormsby had previously engraved for a bank notes, such 

as the one below for the Haiford Exchange Bank in lndiana. 

1859 BANK NOTE : HAXBY #220-G4A 
$2 BLACK ON PEL URE PAPER 

ORANGE "2" SECURITY PATTERN ON REVERSE 
HARTFORQ, INDIANA - HARTFORD EXCHANGE BANK 

w.L. ORMSBY, NEW YORK, ENGRAVER 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
American Letter Mail issued two stamps with the large eagle design, one printed in black and the 

other printed in blue. The blue stamps are Jar less common. 

5L3 
GENUINE 

5L2 
GENUINE 

BLACK ON WHITE 
POSITIO 13 

MINT 

BLUE ON WHITE 
POSITION0 

MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 
"EHB" 

Genuine large eagle stamps were printed in plates of twenty and can be identified by their 

position. Stamps are often cancelled with a variety of pen strokes or red handstamps. 

5L2 
GENUINE 

BLACK ON WHITE 
POSITIO 4 

MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 
"X" 

5L2 
GENUINE 

BLACK ON WHITE 
POSITIONS 

RED "PAID" HANDSTAMP 
# ALM-NYC-P03 

WITH " - " PENSTRIKE 

5L2 
GENUINE 

BLACK ON WHITE 
POSITION 19 

MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 
"#" 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
Only six multiples of American letter Mail Company large eagle stamps are know. The block of 

twelve featured below is the largest known multiple. lt contains stamps in positions 5-8; 9-12; and 13-16. This 

is an important piece in this study of American independent mail stamps. lt was previously of the Needham, 

Worthington, Hollowbu.sh, Golden and Gordon N.John collections. 

5L2 : LARGE EAGLE 
GENUINE - 5 ¢ BLACK ON WHITE 

BLOCK OF TWELVE 
POSITIONS 5 , 6 , 7, 8 / 9 , 10, 11, 12 / 13, 14, 15, 16 

PF# 0406695 
UNUSED, ORIGINAL GUM 

The large eagle stamps (sL2 and 5L3) can be identyied by their position within a plate of twenty. 

These positions are identyied primarily by small dots, dashes, or scratches on the plate. Horizontal and 
vertical center guidelines were used du.ring the production of the stamps. Remains of these lines can some

times be seen, usu.ally very faintly, on stamps of any position; however, these lines do occur more strongly in 

some positions. ln addition, guidelines were also appear faintly between stamps, outside of the .frames. 

On the following page is a plating study of these stamps, which labels the positions and lists their 

most prominent identgying factors. Other identgying factors, such as double transfer lines, which were 

detailed by the philatelist Art Hall, are not included in these descriptions. 



gu 

L~ 

A:'.IERICA.:"'- LET'I,ER MAIL CO. - LARGE EAGLE S'l'Al\IP 
( 5L2 & 5L3) SHEET LA YOrT 

Plate positions with brief description of major defining marks. 

POSITIOX 1 
r < 

POSI'l'IOX 5 

n ;;1; e ... 

POSITIOX9 

• 9 t. 

r 1',ft & 
~ •• qt~ -

POSITIO:-.' 13 
.:. t- . ')ot t-

-" 1ght . 

POSITIO:-,i 17 

POSITIO:-.'2 
D'lt at inn · c-

F"'=~~a:;;;,~-~~-~~~: 

..................................... '.' ,l 
POSITIOX6 

Fa ..... t d- in 
:1.... ir. s. 

POSITIO:",' 10 . . 

POSI'l'ION 14 
.)ct- .. f inner 

POSITION 18 

POSJTIOX~I 
V r da. 

POSJ'L'IOX 7 
. Ma._ks st 
... ~rs. 

POSITIOX H 
fa ,., & dot 

POSITIOX 19 

POSITION 4 
)Ot vuter 

POSITIO"<8 
Dot ~t ut r 

ft- 1:idle. 

l'~~~~ ..... ~s~ · ........................................ . 

POSITION 12 
faint J L .iine . Dct~ a 

out ni:>r lght . 

POSITION 10 

POSITION 20 

\tr~. - j ~~r~~ f(h;- L t~ at ... - _ ht . 
Vet• al d· ~- h .. tcm. 

Das t t, . 2vt.s i~ 
t _r .. .;1.n:ile . 

D:l - ''U •• 1)e 
·w . 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
Below is are "large eagle" stamp covers mailed by the Philadelphia branch of the American Letter 

Mail Co., sometimes known as "American Mail Co.". On these covers, both sent in October of 1844, the 

red, circular datestamp of the Philadelphia branch features a "101 Chestnut Street" address. 

The .first cover was delivered locally. The second was forwarded to Boston, and marked with the 
"No.12 State Street" addressed red oval handstamp. 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL CO~ 
The partial cover below was carried by the American Letter Mail Co. and paid with a large eagle 

stamp. The cover was carried locally in New York City, and is marked with a red, "56 Wall St." hand
stamp. 

5L2 : LARGE EAGLE TYPE 
BLACK ON WHITE 

GENUINE STAMP ON COVER - POSITION 3 
MANUSCRIPT "X" CANCEL 

AMERICAN LETTER MAIL HANDSTAMP - RED OVAL 
EASTERN INDEPENDENT MAIL COMPANY STUDY GROUP # ALM- NYC-F09 

ASCC HANDSTAMP 6 



AMERICAN LETTER MAIL co~ 
Scott produced several forgeries of the "Large Eagle" type stamp for collectors. These forgeries were 

based on the illustration published in his !ntemationa/ Al.bum. 

ILLUSTRATION. 
J. W. SCOTT"S 

INTERNATIONAL 

ALIIUM / f?f?j' 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 
BLACK BLACK ON WHITE 

ORIGINAL CLIPP! G FROM 
SCOTI''S INTERNATIONAL ALBUM, 1888 

(5L2> 
ON THICK WHITE 

(5L2) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 
BLACK 

ONWHITE 
(5L2) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

BLUE (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

(5L3) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

DARK BLUE (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

(5L3) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

BLUE (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

(5L3) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

DARK BLUE (SHADE> 
ON WHITE 

(5L3) 
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