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ACKER’S SPECTAL DELIVERY

Finley Acker was the founder and president of the family owned Finley Acker Company, which

operated several grocery stores in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from 1882 to 1920. Acker’s stores specialized
in drinks (coffees, teas, and hot chocolates), candies, and cigars; but they also offered weekly special food
items.

To advertise products, Acker created a detailed circular that was delivered weekly by request.
These circulars were originally delivered by a private messenger, with an adhesive stamp. These stamps,
reading “Special Delivery” were privately printed by Acker, and applied to the circulars until around 1898.

Sometime in the early 1900s, Acker was required to purchase a “Paid in Money” permit from the
government, which it printed directly onto their circulars along with a modified “Ackers Local Delivery”
label image. Despite paying for the permit, the circulars

continued to be delivered by private messengers until

around 1906.  Eventually, under pressure from the Post

Office, the stamp-like label was removed from the circular
altogether.

1¢ PRINTED PERMIT
“PAID IN 1\&91:11‘]2\’" PERMIT

ADVERTISING LABEL 3
ADVERTISEMENT FOR ACKER’S WEEKLY MOSHER: AKRD-L6
FROM THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER RED ORANGE ON BUFF
SEPTEMBER 7, 1895 “SPECIAL” CANCEL

Three label designs are recorded. The first labels include a messenger with a bag reading
‘ACKERS”. The second labels include a messenger with a bag reading “ACKERS WEEKLY”. The third
labels include a bar reading “LOCAL” over the messenger’s body.




ACKER'S SPECTAL DELIVERY

1¢ PRINTED -PAI\%II’IN MONEY” PERMIT
ADVERTISING LABEL 3 :RED ON BUFF
MOSHE

R: AKRD-L
PHILADELPHIA “SPECIAL” CIRCULAR CANCEL
ON ENTIRE ACKER'S WEEKLY BILL OF FARE ENVELOPE




ACKER'S SPECTIAL DELIVERY

ADVERTISINC LABEL 1
MOSHER: AKRD-L1
E‘(AMPLE

ADVERTISING LABEL 2
MOSHER: AKRD L3
GENUINE
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ADVERTISING LABEL 3 ADVERTISING LABEL 3 ADVERTISING LABEL 3
MOSHER: AKRD L5 MOSHER: AKRD-L5 MO%HER AKRD-L6
GENU. GENUINE GENUINE
DEEP RED ON WHITE MAROON ON WHITE BRIGHT ORANGE ON BI_'FF
1902 DATE CANCEL 1902 DATE CANCEL “SPECIAL” CANCE

ADVERTISING LABEL 3
MOSHER: AKRD-L6
GENUINE
RED ORANGE ON BUFF
“SPECIAL” CANCEL
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