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barr's penny dispatch



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 
Established around 1855 by Eli.as Barr in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, this post made local deliveries 

and also took mail to and from the post office for delivery. Eli.as Barr was a newsagent, publish.er, and 

bookseller. Although there are few records of the post, it appears that the service was primarily for carry­

ing the newspapers and periodicals of his clients, with. letter deliveries made along the way. 

Barr reportedly sold his stamps out of local shops and set up drop boxes throughout the city to 

accept mail. Mail was apparently collected from these boxes three times a day. 

NEWS P A PER ADVERTISEMENT 
P UBLISHED IN INLAND WEEKL Y 
LANCASTER, PENNS YLVANIA 
MARCH 31, 1856 

1'-'EWSPAPER NOTICE 
PUBLIS HED IN SUNDAY DIS P ATCH 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNS YLVANIA 
DECEMBER 7, 1856 

lt appears that in addition to using the mailboxes for letter collection, the boxes were also used to 

place orders for products. ln 1856, Barr advertised himself as the Lancaster County agent for Cooper's 

Anti-Pain Tinctu.re. His ads for the medicine included the note: "Persons who desire it, will be served at 

their houses in any part of the city, if they will notyY me, by dropping a few lines in any of my Dispatch 

Boxes." 

Eli.as tu.med over his bookstore and business to his sons sometime around 1860. Very few exam­

ples of the Barr's stamps exist on cover, and it was likely that the local post was short lived. Eli.as Barr's 

grandson,Jeremiah Hess Barr, was an established philatelist who collected the stamps of the post. 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 
Barr's Penny Dispatch stamps were typographed using two design. types that are mostly the same 

design. except for the presence or absence of a period efter "DlSPATCH". The.first design. has no period. 

These first stamps are scarce, and are known to exist in red on white (SL,) and in black on green ( unlisted 

8L2). The second design., with the period, is more common and was used to print the stamps in black on 

green (8L2). The green stamps without the period are lighter in color than the stamps with the period. 

Because of variations in the typesetHng, it is possible to identify different varieties for each design. 

Over the years, there have been attempts to identify an.d lists all of these variations, but it is still unclear 

how many different variations exist. The stamps shown here are all variations of the first ( no period) de­

sign.. 

SLJ. 
GENUINE 

1.¢ RED 
ONWHITE 

PF CERT 552049 

SLJ. 
GENUINE 

l.¢RED 
ONWHITE 

PF CERT 536829 

SLJ. 
GENUINE 

l.¢RED 
ONWHITE 

PF CERT 552048 

SLJ. 
GENUINE 

l.¢RED 
ONWHITE 

PF CERT 493983 

The red on white stamps here all have different apostrophes in "BARR'S". Additionally, the first 
stamp has the "RR'' in "BARR'S" really dose to each other; the second stamp has a short right leg on the 

first "R" of"BARR'S"; the third stamp has only half of the "D" in "DlSPATCH"; and the fourth places the 
apostrophe much closer to the "S". 

8L2VAR 
GENUINE 
l.¢BLACK 

ON GREEN 
PF CERT 552050 

8L2VAR 
GENUINE 
1.¢ BLACK 

ON GREEN 
PF CERT 577557 

r. 
~ ..... ,, ..... 
l l I. tP· l I.. ~ \H~ 

~ _ , 

8L2VAR 
GENUINE 
l.¢BLACK 

'!. 

:i 

ON GREEN 
PF CERT 577558 

The black on green no-period stamps above show additional differently shaped apostrophes in 

"BARR'S". They all have wider openings in the border ornaments, an.d show different states of wear on 
the border. 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 
While the second design. is most often noticed by the period after "DlSPATCH", it is worth men­

tioning that another way to tell it apart from the .first design. is by the wider lettering of "PENNY". The 
word measures 7.5 mm wide on this design., while it is only 6 mm wide on the .first design.. 

The second design. is known in .five distin­

guishable types. D. S. Patton illustrated the com­

posite diagram at right to showcase all the main 

dijf erences used for identyying the .five types. 

COMPOSITE DIAGRAM OF THE TYPES 
AS LISTED BY PATTON 

The stamps below represent all .five types 
of this second design.. 

8L2 
TYPE! 

GENUINE 
1.¢ BLACK 

ON GREEN 

8L2 
TYPElV 

GENUINE 
1¢ BLACK 

ON GREEN 

8L2 
TYPE II 

GENUINE 
1 ¢ BLACK 

ON GREEN 

8L2 
TX.~JL,.~ GEr,uu,,,.. 

1 ¢ BLACK 
ON GREEN 

8L2 
TYPEIII 
GENUINE 
1 ¢ BLACK 

ON GREEN 

8L2 
TYPEV 

GE!'HJINE 
1¢ BLACK 

The stamp at left is a color changeling of a "Type V" stamp -- the 

green paper has tu.med into more of a bluish green. 

ON BLUISH GREEN 



BARRqS PENNY DISPATCH 
The stamp featured here is a new discovery of The Farrell Collection. lt was sent to the Philatelic 

Foundation for certification. Opinion was declined due to a lack of suitable reference. (2021, PF# 577556) 

UNLISTED 
1 ¢ RED 

ON WHITE 

This stamp uses the same typeface and text arrangement as the two known Barr's stamps, but 

lacks the decorative border. lnstead, the text is closely boxed with a border of thin lines. ln addition to the 

near identical text, it appears to be printed with the same ink, and on the same paper as the genuine 

Barr's red on white stamps. ln addition, it does not match any ident!fiers of known forgeries. 

There are several possible explanations for this new design. lt might have been produced as a 

printing test or sample, before the decorative border was added to the stamps. 1t could be a different class 

of stamp - perhaps used on circulars or newspapers. lt might not be a stamp, but instead cut away .from 

some form of stationery made by Barr's, such as a business letterhead. 

This is currently the only example known. 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 

BARR•s 
-PENNY­

DJSPATClI 

ILLUSTRATION, 
J . W . S C OTT'S 

INTE"NATJeNAL 

ALBUM /lr¥b. 

BARR'S -=-DJSPA7CB'. 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

1¢ RED (SHADE) 
ONYELLOW 

(8L1> 

FORGERY A • SCOTT 
ILLUSTRATION CUT FROM ALBUM, 1886 
(8L1) 

.-c 

·eARR'S 
-PL!'ffl'Y-

DJSPA'.!ClI 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

1¢ RED (SHADE) 
ONWHITE 

(8L1) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

1¢ DARK BROWN 
ONWHITE 

(8Ll) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

1¢ RED (SHADE) 
ONWHITE 

(8L1) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

1¢BROWNON 
TIDN FIBROUS PAPER 

(8L1) 

While Forgery A is kn.own to have been made by J. W. Scott, there is reason to believe Forgery B 

was also made by him. The Barr's Penny Dispatch Forgery B appears in a strip alongside Clark & Co. For­
gery C and AM Hin.kley's Express Co. Forgery A The latter is attributed to Scott, an.d the paper an.d ink 

used for this forgery are similar to other forgeries that Scott created. 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

1¢ RED (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

(8L1) 

PHOTOCOPY OF FORGERY B - SCOTT 
1¢ RED ON WHITE (8LU 

WITH CLARK & CO. FORGERY C AND HINKLEY'S FORGERY A 
ORIGINAL STRIP IS IN THE "CLARK & CO" SECTION 



BARRqS PENNY DISPATCH 

· BARR'S 
- P'Eh"NY-

])JSP.A'.i'Cl{ 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

1¢BLACK 
ONWHITE 

(8L1) 

BARR'S 
-P.ENNY-

])lSP.A'.i'CH 

BARR'S 
-PENNY-

])ISP.ATCH 

FORGERYB 
1¢~D~~E) 

PAIR 
(8L1) 

BARR'S 
- l'ElllNr-

DISP.ATCH 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

1¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

(8L2) 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

ON Bf!~~JiC~REEN 
(8L2) 



BARRqS PENNY DISPATCH 

BARR'S 
-PialNX--

DISPATCff 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM B3 

1¢RED 
ON SALMON 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM B3 

l¢RED 
ON BRIGHT BLUE 

(8Ll) 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM B3 

l\'!RED 
ON BRIGHT ORANGE 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM B3 

oJ¢cigpAM 
(8Ll) 

S. Allan Taylor's forgery comes in a wide variety of colors. There are three small variations, with 

the first one not having a small dot behind the word "PENNY" yet, which you can see on forms BB6 and S6. 

Both other variations do have the dot, and one of these two also has a small upwards dash above the very 

end of the line behind the word "PENNY". This last variation can be found on forms AB,o, BB3, and BB5. 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl0 

1¢BLACK 
ON BRIGHT PINK V LAID 

(8Ll) 

BARR'S 
-P&»NY:-

DJSPATCH 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl0 

1¢BLACK 
ON FLESH V LAID 

(8Ll) 

BARR'S 
-P&JIJfll:-

DJSPATCff 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBl 

1¢BLUE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBl 

1¢BLUE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBl 

1¢BLUE 
ONWHITE 

(8Lll 
ON BLUE VIOLET 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBl 

1¢DULLBLUE 
ONWHITE 

(8Ll) 

ON YELLOWISH 
(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBl 

lfBLUE 
ON APPLE GREEN 

(8Ll) 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 

BARR'S 
-P.&lllO'.--' 

DISPATCH 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM BB3 

1¢ DULL PURPLE 
ON YELLOWISH 

(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR • FORM BB3 

~JWi~! 
(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB3 

1¢PURPLE 
ON VIOLET GRAY 

(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB5 

1¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB5 

1¢BLACK 
ON BRIGHT BLUE SC 

(8L1) 
ON LIGHT VIOLET SC 

(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB6 

1¢ ULTRAMARINE 
ONWHITE 

(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB6 

1¢ ULTRAMARINE 
ON ORANGE BUFF 

(8L1) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BBS 

1¢BLACK 
ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 

(8L1> 

,-FF??-5£' 
, BARR•s l 
I -•cnT- I 

DISP.ATCH 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM BB6 

1¢ ULTRAMARINE 
ONWHITEWMK 

(8L1) 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 

,.,JS!____ ':i;JJ_J 
BARR'S~ 

i DIS~TCH l-'J 
~ 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

1¢PINK 
ONWHITE 

(8Ll) 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

1¢PINK 
ONWHITEWMK 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

1¢PINK 
ON CREAM 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

1¢PINK 
ONCREAMWMK 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

1¢ BRIGHT PINK 
ONWHITE 

(8Ll) 

BARR'S 
-PlalO"-

DISPATCH 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

!¢BLACK 
ON WHITE 

(8Ll) 

BARR'S' 
DISPATCH I 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
!¢BLACK 

ONYELLOW 
(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

!¢BLACK 
ON BUFF 

(8Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
!¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S6 

!¢BLACK 
ON CREAM 

(8Lll 

ON VERMILION SC 
(8Ll) 



BARRqS PENNY DISPATCH 

The black on green 
"Forgery F" is a facsimile created 

as a favor for the Lancaster 

Stamp Club's Fgth Exhibition, 

held in September of 1935. 

FORGERYF 
1¢BLACK 

ON GREEN 
(8L2) 

z 
0 
i= 
m 
::t 
X 
w 
::t 
I-
11.. 
LL 

-
THE LANCASTER STAMP CLUB 

BARR'S] BARR'S] BARR'S] r 
-PElflf'I'- -P£Hlf'I'- -PElflf'I'- )> 

DISPA'?CH. DISPA'?CJI. DISPA'?CJI. z 
0 
)> 
U) am••] BARR'S BARR'S -i 

-PElfH'I'- -PElfHY- -PEJfHY- ITI 
DISPA'?CH. DISPA'?CJI. DISPA'?CJI. ::0 

"O 
ITI 

BARR'S BARR'S BARR'S z 
-PEJflfY- -PEJflfY- -PElflfY- z 

DISPA'?CJI. DISPA'?CK. DISPA'?CK. )> 

SEPTEMBER 25--28, 1935 

FORGERYF 
1¢ ~~i¥ gr ~~EN 

(8L2) 

LANCASTER COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
ln April 1990, they used 

the same stone to create a replica 

of the scarcer red on white stamp, 

this time for the successor of the 
club, the Lancaster County 
Philatelic Society, for its Fgth 
Annual Exhibition: Lancopex. 

z 
0 -E-t -~ -:x: 
>< 

l'.&l 
..:I 
< 
~ z 
< 
:x: 
t -~ 

BARR'S BARR'S BARR'S] -PElflf'I'- -PElflfY- -PElflfY-
DISPA'?CK. DUPA'?CK. DUPA'?CK. 

8~!!'~] BARR'S BARR'S 
-PElflfY- -PElflfY-

DUPA'?CK. DISPA'?CK. DUPA'?CK. 

BARR'S BARR'S BARR'S 
-PElflf'I'- -PElflf'I'- -PElflf'I'-

DUPA'?CK. DUPA'?CK. DUPA'?CK. 

APRIL 21-22, 1990 

FORGERYF 
1 ¢ RED ON WHITE 

SHEET OF NINE 
(8L1) 

t:'-4 
> z n 

i 
.?' 
"ti 
1:'13 z z 
~ 

Additionally, they sent 
out commemorative covers, using 

replica cancelations from the time 

period the post was active. One 
such example can be found on 
the next page. 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 

Lancopex '90 
FIFTH ANNUAL 
STAMP SHOW 

& 
EXHIBITION 
Commemorates 

BARR'S~ 
-PENHY-

DlSPA'rCH. .. -u 
LANCASTER, PENNA. 

Established in 1854 by Elias Barr 
for collection and delivery of 
mail to and from the post office. 

Sponsored by: 

LANCASTER COUNTY 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

A, 

PR 
21 

p~ 

1900 

FORGERYF 

Lancopex 190 

1¢ RED ON WHITE 
ON LANCOPEX 1990 COMMEMORATIVE COVER 

(8L2) 
SENT WITH THE INSERT SHOWN BELOW 

Lanc:opex '90 
FU'TH ANNUAL 
STAMP SHOW 

:L 

~ 
Barr's Penny Dispatch was a Local Post 

established in 1854 by Elias Barr at Lancaster, 
PA. Local Posts were privately owned enter­
prises established to deposit and pick up mail 
at the post office prior to carrier service. 
Mr. Barr advertised that Barr's Penny Dispatch 
would deliver mail to or from the post office 
for a fee of 1¢. He issued stamps that could 
be purchased at Zahn & Jackson Jewelry Store, 
15 N. Queen St. and would pick up mail from 
boxes he placed within the city. 

I, 
EXHIIIITION .,__ Lancopu: 1IO 

Two stamps were issued, a common black 
on green paper and a scarcer red on white pape~ 

In 1935, The Lancaster Stamp Club, the 
predecessor of the Lancaster County Philatelic 
Society, issued a souvenir sheet of the green 
stamp at their fifth exhibition. The red stamp 
has been reproduced using the same plates for 
the fifth anniversary of Lancopex. 

The commemorative covers were prepared for 
Lancopex '90. The identical covers depict the 
Barr's Penny Dispatch stamp in correct color. 

The cancelaation was taken from an actual 
1855 postmark of the type in use during the 
existence of Barr's Penny Dispatch. The 
"Paid 3~ was used when stamps were not 
available . 

1880 ~ 1:-a1m~] Lanoopez BtL 17804 

~PENNA. 
E---..ialllM...,flialan ......__.~DI ........... ,.. ..... _..,,. 
LANCASTEll COUNTY 
PHILATEIJC SOCIETT' 

LAllc.uml COlllffl' 1'1111.ATELIC SOCIETT 

• 0 ~m!lm!I !i ...... ---a 
:I ~m!lm!I iii 

_..._ _...., 
• < 

~ ~m!lm!I iiimii. -all& .. 
Jllu.21-U.JIIIO 

t 
~ 

I 
i 
~ 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 
ht addition to making forgeries of the "Barr's Penny Dispatch" stamp, S. Allan Taylor also 

produced a bogus stamp for the post in a completely different design. Taylor used this same design for 
his bogus versions of the "Macon, Ga.." Confederate stamp. 

'l"'l 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM 7 
1¢ BISTRE BROWN 

ONWHITE 

BARR'S ~ 

Penny Despatch 

• PAID ... 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM 7 

1¢BROWN 
ON GRAY BROWN SC 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR-FORM7 

1¢BROWN 
ON ORANGE SC 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM 12 

1¢RED 
ONWHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM 12 

1¢RED 
ON GRAY 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA13 

1¢ RED VIOLET 
ONWHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR· FORM AA13 

1¢ RED VIOLET 
ON VIOLET GRAY 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA13 

1¢ RED VIOLET 
ON SALMON 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA13 

1¢ RED VIOLET 
ONYELLOW 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR· FORMAA13 

1¢ RED VIOLET 
ON YELLOW H LAID 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA16 

1¢GRAYISHBLUE 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR· FORM AA16 

1¢REDBROWN 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA16 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR • FORM AA16 

1¢BLUE 1¢ B~~Ni~PLE ON FLESH 



BARR~s PENNY DISPATCH 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AA19 

1¢BLUE 
ON YELLOW V LAID 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 

1!!BLACK 
ON PINK 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AA19 

1¢BLUE 
ON LIGHT PINK V LAID 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 

1¢BLACK 
ON GRAY 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 

1¢BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 

~~~t~ 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 

1¢BLACK 
ON GOLD YELLOW 

-

... BARR'S ii 
P•ny Despatcli .... PAID • ~-·-·--

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR- FORMAB1 

1¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB14 

1¢RED 
ON CREAM 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR - FORM AB14 

1¢BLACK 
ON CREAM 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR 
1¢BLACK 
ONTAN 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR 
1¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR 

1¢BROWNRED 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYE 
TAYLOR 

1~BROWN 
ONWHITE 

Featu.red to the right is another bogus, listed as "Forgery D". 

This bogus has an entirely dgferent border design. The creator of this 

bogus is unknown. 

FORGERY E (VAR) 
(PERIOD AFTER "PAID") 

TAYLOR 
1¢BLACK 

ON BLUE SC 

FORGERYD 
1¢BLACK 

ON GREEN 
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