
berford & co.'s express



BERFORD & co~is EXPRESS 
Organized and operated by Richard G. Berford and Loring L. Lombard in the fall of 1849, Beiford & 

Co.'s Express carried letters, newspapers, and packages. Headquartered in San Francisco, they advertised 

"For al[ parts of the States, and the only Express to Sanjose." 

Although their service was focused on west coast deliveries, their agents and connections spanned a 

wide range. They served from the west coast of North America to New York City by steamer, making 

connections in the West lndies, Panama, and ports on 

the west coast of South America, as well as Hawaii. 

Through connections with other express companies, 

they also served the North American gold mines, San 

Jose, and Monterey by stage coach. The company ran 

for about four years, before being sold to Wells, Fargo 

& Co. in June 1854. 
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EXAMPLE OF AN EXPRESS LABEL ADVERTI S I NG 
OFFICES I N NEW YORK C IT Y AND SAN F RANCI SCO. 

The genuine stamps are very scarce. Because of the scarcity, counteefeits made by forgers such as 

Taylor, Scott, and Casey, have appeared on covers and partials. One such example is shown below. 

FORGERY C - 10¢ 
SCOTT 

LILAC ON WHITE 
(11L3) 

ON PIECE 
FAKE RED HANDSTAMP: **61 DEC 9 



BERFORD & co~is EXPRESS 

FORGERY A - 3¢ 
CASEY 

BLACK ON WHITE 
( llLl) 

FORGERY A - 6¢ 
CASEY 

YELLOW GREEN ON WHITE 
( 11L2) 

FORGERY A - 10¢ 
CASEY 

BROWN ON WHITE 
(11L3) 

FORGERY A - 25¢ 
CASEY 

ORANGE RED ON WHITE 
(11L4) 

The "A" forgeries of this post are attributed to J. J. Casey, 

who was the editor of the "American Journal qf Philately, which 

was owned by Scott. 

FORGERY A - 3¢ 
CASEY 

BLACK ON WHITE 
BLOCK OF EIGHT 

(llLl) 



FORGERY A - 10¢ 
CASEY 

BROWN 
ON WHITE 

STRIP OF THREE 
(11L3) 

FoRg1,rlYA - 6¢ 
YELLOW GREEN 

ONWHITE 
BLOCK OF SIX 

(11L2) 

FOR1,1i.ilt - 25¢ 
ORANGE RED 

ONWHITE 
BLOCK OF SIX 

(11L4) 



The S. A. Taylor forgeries are listed as Forgery B. He only made forgeries of the 3¢ 11 L, stamp, 
and unlike most ofT aylor's forgeries, these appear Ln only a few colors. The stamps on forms S5 and S6 

have an extra identifier. there is a break on the lteft side of the "O" of"ASTOR". 

FORGERY B - 3¢ 
TAYLOR - FORM 12 

RED 
ONWHITE 

(11L1) 

FORGERY B - 3¢ 
TAYLOR - FORM AB7 

BLACK 
ON OFF-WHITE 

< 11L1) 

FORGERY B - 3¢ 
TAYLOR - FORM S5 

GREEN 
ONWHITE 

< 11L1) 

FORGERY B - 3¢ 
TAYLOR - FORM AB7 

BLACK 
ON YELLOW 

( 11Ll) 

FORGERY B - 3¢ 
TAYLOR- FORM S5 

GREEN 
ON CREAM H LAID 

(11L1) 



BERFORD & co~is EXPRESS 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR • FORM S6 

BLACK 
ONBUFF 

( 11L1 > 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR • FORM S6 

BRIGHT PINK 
ONWHITE 

( 11L1 > 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR • FORM S6 

PINK 
ONWHITE 

( 11L1 > 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR· FORM S6 

BRIGHT PINK 
ONWHITEWMK 

(11L1) 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR • FORM S6 

BRIGHT PINK 
ONCREAMWMK 

(11L1) 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR • FORM S6 

PINK 
ONWHITEWMK 

(11L1) 

TAYLOR· FORM S6 
BRIGHT PINK 

ON CREAM 
( 11L1) 

FORGERY B • 3¢ 
TAYLOR 
BLACK 

ON BUFF 
( 11L1) 



BERFORD & co~~s EXPRESS 

ILLUS'fRATION. 
J. W . SCOTT'S 

lNTE"N ... TlON ... L 

... LBUM /'if{. 

FORGERY C • 3¢ 
SCOTT 

ILLUSTRATION CUT 
FROM ALBUM • 1886 

(llLl) 

FORGERY C - 3¢, 6¢, 10¢, 25¢ 
SCOT'l' 

ILLUSTRATION CUT FROM ALBUM - 1888 
( llLl - 11L4 ) 

FORGERY C - 3¢ 
SCOTT 
BLACK 

ON THIN WHITE 
(llLl) 

FORGERY C - 3¢ 
SCOTT 
BLACK 

ON TffiCK WHITE 
(llLl) 



BERFORD & CO~qS EXPRESS 

FORGERY C - 10¢ 
SCOTT 
VIOLET 

ON THIN WHITE 
( 11L3) 

FORGERY C - 25¢ 
SCOTT 

ORANGE (SHADE) 
ON THIN WHITE 

(11L4) 

FORGERY C - 6¢ 
SCOTT 
GREEN 

ON THIN WHITE 
(11L2) 

FORtt~~ - 10¢ 
LILAC (SHADE) 

ON THICK WHITE 
(11L3) 

FORGERY C - 25¢ 
SCOTT 

ORANGE (SHADE) 
ON THICK WHITE 

(11L4) 

FORGERY C - 6¢ 
SCOTT 
GREEN 

ON THICK WHITE 
(11L2) 

FORGERY C - 10¢ 
SCOTT 

LILAC (SHADE) 
ON THICK WHITE 

(11L3) 

FORGERY C - 25¢ 
SCOTT 

ORANGE (SHADE) 
ON THICK WHITE 

( 11L4) 
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