
bouton's city dispatch post



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 
ln the fall of 1847, John R. Bouton began combining his New York local posts, Franklin City 

Despatch Post and Bouton's Manhattan Express, into a single service under the name Bouton's City Dispatch 

Post. The post of Dupuy & Schenck was also likely absorbed by Bouton around this time. Remaining stamps 

fom these posts were used until early 1848. By spring of 1848, Bouton's City Dispatch had completely taken 

over all of Bouton' s operations and issued its own stamps under the new name. 
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RED BOUTON'S CITY DISPATCH POST OVAL HANDSTAMP 
DECEMBER 14, 1847 

The cover above is addressed to John D. Wendel, a furrier at 11 Gold St in New York. lt was sent with 

a red Bouton's City Dispatch Post oval handstamp. The cover is docketed with the date December 14, 1847. 

This is an example of an early Bouton's City Dispatch cover, before stamps for the post were issued. 



BOUTONwS CITY DISPATCH POST 
The cover below was mailed tn October of 1848. It is marked wtth a red Bou.ton's Gty Dispatch Post 

handstamp, and manuscrtpt "patd". 
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RED BOUTON'S CITY DISPATCH POST OVAL HANDSTAMP 
OCTOBER 28, 1848 

This cover is addressed to Andrew Haswell Green at 11 Pine Street. In 1848, Green was working as a 

lawyer at this location, whtle also leading the Central Park Commisston. Green would later be elected as New 

York Gty Comptroller. 

Green1s planning is responstble for the creaUon of Central Park, the New York Publtc Ltbrary, and 

the and the Metropolttan Museum of Art, among other projects. He is someUmes constdered "the Father of 
Greater New York" 



BOUTONis CITY DISPATCH POST 
The "Rough and Ready" stamp design by Bouton features a bust of Zachary Taylor, 12th President of 

the United States (elected in 1848). Two variations of the stamp exist, type 1 ( 18L1 ) features leaf desigrtS in 

the comers, while type 11 ( 18L2 ) features dots in the comers. The type 11 stamp continued use after the post 
was bought by Swarts in 1849. Swarts marked the stamps with his name until the design could be changed. 
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18L2 : 2 ¢ BLACK : TYPE II 
GENUINE USE ON C OVER 

RED BOUTON' S "PAID" HANDSTAMP CANCEL 
MAILED WITH 

RED NEW YORK 5 CT S DECEMBER 29 CD S 

The cover above was delivered to the mails by Bouton's City Dispatch, paid with a type 11 "Rough and 

Ready" stamp. 1t was then carried out of state by the US Post Office to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, using the 

red. New York "5 cts" handstamp. 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 
Type l "Rough and Ready" stamps were reprinted twice as counterfeits. The first of these reprints, by 

George Hussey, can be ident~fied by Jl.aws in the seven. tra:nefer types. 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢ BLACK 

TYPE I 
(18L1) 

TRANSFER I 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 

TYPE I 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 
TYPEI 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 
TYPEI 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 

TYPE I 
(18L1) 

TRANSFER5 

( 18L1) 
TRANSFER2 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 
TYPEI 
(18L1) 

TRANSFER6 

( 18L1) 
TRANSFER3 

FIRST REPRINT 
HUSSEY 
2¢BLACK 

TYPE I 
(18L1> 

TRANSFER7 

( 18L1) 
TRANSFER4 

A fu.ll sheet of eighty-four reprint stamps is included on the following page. Each row of twelve 

represents a different transfer type, starting with 1 at the top, and 7 at the bottom. 

COPY OF REPRINT- SEE FOLLOWING PAGE 



• 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 

2ND REPRINT 
TYPE I 

2NDREPRINT 
TYPEI 

2¢ BLACK - THICK PAPER 
(18Ll) 

2¢ BLACK - THIN PAPER 
(18Ll) 

2NDREPRINT 
TYPE I 
2¢BLUE 
( 18Ll) 

2ND REPRINT 
TYPE I 
2¢RED 
(18Ll) 

2ND REPRINT 
TYPE I 

2¢ RED - DOUBLE TRANSFER 
( 18Ll) 

2ND REPRINT 
TYPEI 

2¢ BLACK ON WHITE 
FAKE "PAID" CANCEL 

(18Ll) 

2NDREPRINT 
TYPEI 

2¢ BLACK ON GREEN 
FAKE "PAID" CANCEL 

(18Ll) 

2ND REPRINT 
TYPE I 

2¢GRAY 
(18Ll) 

2NDREPRINT 
TYPEI 

2¢ DULL GREEN 
(18Ll) 



BOUTONis CITY DISPATCH POST 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON THIN WHITE 

TYPE I 
(18L1) 

MODERN REPRINT 
TYPE I 

2¢BLACK 
(18L1) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON THIN CREAM 

TYPE I 
( 18L1 > 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON THICK WHITE 

TYPEI 
(18L1) 

FORGERYB 
STIRLING 
2¢BLACK 

FORGERYB 
STIRLING 
2¢BLACK 

ON DARK GREEN 
TYPE I 
(18L1> 

ON PALlil BLUE GREEN 
TYPE I 
(18L1) 

FORGERYB 
STIRLING 
2¢BLACK 

ON PEACH 
TYPE I 
(18L1) 
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FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

TYPEI 
( 18L1) 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON THIN WHITE 

TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON THICK CREAM 

TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 
2¢RED 

ON THICK CREAM 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢ BLACK ON THIN WHITE 
TYPE II - ( 18L2 ) 

SHEET OF TWENTY 



BOUTONws CITY DISPATCH POST 

FORGERYB 
2jBLACK 

ON YELLOWISH WHITE 
TYPE II 
( 18L2 > 

FORGERYB 

FORGERYB 

~J~W\\ 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 

~ BLACK ON YELLOWISH WHITE 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 



BOUTON1S CITY DISPATCH POST 

FORGERYC 
2¢BLACK 

ON THICKER WHITE 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERYE 

FORGERYC 
~_¢BLACK 

ON THIN WHITE 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERYD 
2¢BLACK 

ON YELLOWISH WHITE 
TYPE II 
(18L2) 

FORGERYE FORGERYE 

FORGERYD 
2¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
TYPE II 
( 18L2) 

2¢ INTENSE BLACK 
ONWHITE 

TYPE II 
(18L2l 

ON P~EBlr-RX~ BLUE 
TYPE II 

2¢ G1}f Jl~i\J~CK 
(18L2) 

FORGERYF 
211ORANGE 
ON WHITE 

TYPE II 
(18L2) 

TYPE II 
( 18L2) 



BOUTONis CITY DISPATCH POST 
The stamp attached to the cover below is a forgery. The stamp appears to he tied by a red "PAlD 

BOUTON." handstamp. lt is unknown for certain whether this cover was mailed with the forgery passing as 

a genuine payment; or if' the forged stamp was applied ajterward with a fake cancel. 

The red "Bou.ton's City Dispatch Post" oval handstamp appears to he genuine. Docketing on the 

cover dates it around November, 1848. 

FORGERY B : TYPE II ( 18L2) 
2¢ BLACK ON WHITklilB ~A-W BOUTON" CANCEL 

RED "BOUTONS CITY DISPATCH POST" OVAL HANDSTAMP 

This cover was purchased in a Siegel Auction (sale 889, lot 2051), listed as genuine. 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢BLACK 
ON WHITE 

(18L1) 

The following enlarged type 1 look-alikes are unlisted. 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢ DctJ-~lJ,jEN 

( 18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢GREEN 
ON WHITE 

( 18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢ Lg~_r8$ifr~EN 

( 18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢YELLOW 
ON WHITE 

(18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢ORANGE 
ON WHITE 

(18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢RED 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢bW~fI~D 

( 18L1 > 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢PURPLE 
ON WHITE 

(18L1) 

ON WHITE 
(18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY MODERN FORGERY 
2¢BLACK crJWir~E 

(18Ll) 
ON GOLD SC 

(18L1) 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢BLACK 
ONBUFF 
(18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2tBLACK 

ONYELLOW 
( 18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢BLACK 

ONPINKMESH 
(18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY MODERN FORGERY 
2¢RED 

ONCREAM 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢RED 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢cjJ~LJtt~~ 

(18Ll) ( 18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY 

ON r/i~J°EA~fir,ED 
(18Ll) 

ON PINK a2~1Mtk 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢BLACK 

ON SALMON WAVED 
( 18Ll) 

( 18Ll) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2\lGREEN 

ON YELLOW WAVED 
(18Ll) 

( 18Ll) 



BOUTONiS CITY DISPATCH POST 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢RED 

ONWHITE 
TETE-BECHE 

BLOCK OF FOUR 
(18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 

0 ~ Wiilf,i,E 
BLOCK OF TWO & 

TWO PARTIALS 
(18L1) 

MODERN FORGERY 
2¢YELLOW 
ON WHITE 

BLOCK OF FOUR 
(18L1> 
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