
bronson & forbes' city express post



BRONSON & FORBES' 
CITY EXPRESS POST 

This Chicago post was operated by W. H. Bronson and G. F. Forbes between 1855 to 1857. Little is 

known about this post, and originals of its stamp are scarce. 

27L1 
GENUINE 

BLACK 
ON GREEN 

27L1 
GENUINE 

BLACK 
ON GREEN 

WITH HANDSTAMP 

27L1 
GENUINE 

BLACK 
ON GREEN 

27L1 
GENUINE 

BLACK 
ON GREEN 

WITH MS DOCKETING 
PF CERT #536832 

The example at left is cancelled with a "Bronson & Forbes' City 

Express" handsta.mp. lt is one of only three or four examples of this 
stamp with a cancellation, as most covers were mailed uncancelled. 



BRONSON & FORBES~ 

CITY EXPRESS POST 
Most forgeries of the "Bronson & Forbes' City Express Post" stamps can easily be identyied as 

bdngfa.ke stamps by the lack of an apostrophe behind "FORBES". 

J. W. Scott created his counteifeits based on the illustrations published in his stamp albums. 

J . W . SCOTT'S 
INTE~NATION.-.L 

ALBUM / 8fifD . 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT - ALBUM CUT ( 1886 ) 

BLACK 
ON WHITE 

(27Ll) 

Bronson 
&Forbes. 

1850. 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT - ALBUM CUT ( 1888 l 

BLACK 
ON WHITE 

(27Ll) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 
BLACK 

ON GREEN SC 
(27Ll> 

The forgeries created by S. Allan Taylor are available in a wide range of colors, and some copies 

even come with a fancy overprint. 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 7 

BISTRE BROWN 
ONWHITE 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 13 

BLACK 
ON SCARLET SC 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 7 

BROWN 
ON ORANGE SC 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORM 13 

BLACK 
ONYELLOWSC 

(27Ll> 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 7 

BROWN 
ON GRAY BROWN SC 

( 27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 21 

VIOLET 
ON BLUE 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 

(27Ll) 



FORGERYB 
TAYLOR· FORM AA5 

BLACK 
ON SALMON SC H RIBBED 

W/ GOLD DIAMOND GRID 
OVERPRINT 

(27Lll 

BRONSON & FORBES 9 

CITY EXPRESS POST 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AA5 

BLACK 
ON WHITE 

W/ BROWN QUILTED PATTERN 
OVERPRINT 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AA5 

BLACK 
ON LAVENDER SC 

(27Ll > 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AA5 

BLACK 
ON PURPLE SC 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AA 7 

BLACK 
ONBRONZESC 

(27Ll) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR· FORMAA7 

BLACK 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR· FORM AA7 

BLACK 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

(27Lll 

ON TEAL SC 
(27Ll) 

ON VERMILION SC 
(27Lll 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

BLACK 
ON PINK 

(27Lll 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

BLACK 
ONBLUE 

(27Lll 

• 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR· FORMAB2 
BLACK 

ON PALE PINK 
(27Ll > 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR· FORM AB2 

BLACK 
ON GREENISH 

(27Lll 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

BLACK 
ON LILAC 

(27Ll) 



BRONSON & FORBES 9 

CITY EXPRESS POST 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AB13 

BLACK 
ON DULL ORANGE SC 

(27L1) 

• 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR - FORM AB13 
BLACK 

ON PINK VIOLET SC 
(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORMAB13 

BLACK 
ON PALE BLUE SC 

(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORM 817 

RED VIOLET 
ON CREAM 

(27L1> 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM S17 
LIGHT RED VIOLET 

ON CREAM 
(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM S1 7 

RED VIOLET 
ON LIGHT VIOLET 

(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORM 817 

RED VIOLET 
ON BLUE GRAY 

(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 
BLACK 

ON GRAY 
(27L1) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 
BLACK 

ON VERMILION SC 
(BUFF BACK> 

(27L1) 

lt is unknown who made the followingforgery, which sometimes appear on envelopes or letters, 

tied with fake handstamps . 

• 
FORGERY C 

BLACK 
ON PINK VIOLET SC 

(27L1) 

FORGERYC 
BLACK 

ON PINK VIOLET SC 
ON PIECE WITH 

FAKE HANDSTAMP 
(27L1) 

FORGERY C 
BLACK 

ON GREEN SC 
ON PIECE WITH 

FAKE HANDSTA..1\<IP 
(27L1) 
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