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BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

This Cincinnati post office was established in 1852 by John W. S. Browne. 1t delivered mail to and
from the official post office. As far as is known, the city of Cincinnati did not declare post roads after the
Postal Act of March 1851, which allowed this post to run unthreatened by government regulations.

The cover below was delivered to the Cincinnati post office by Browne & Co., paid with a red circular
handstamp. From Cincinnati, the cover was delivered to Crittenden, Kentucky by the US Post Office, prepaid
by the 3¢ Nesbit envelope.

BROWNE & CO.’S CITY POST “PAID” HANDSTAMP
MAILED ON NE BIT ENVELO
BﬁRED BUFF
CANCELLED WITH LUE C NCINNA'I‘I OHIO CDS
JULY 19, (CIRCA 1853)

This cover is on a first issue Nesbit envelope. When
George F. Nesbit & Co. were contracted to print the first US postal
stationery, they included a small, circular advertising imprint on
the reverse of the envelopes. This was frowned upon by the US
government, and the Post Office Department ordered them to
remove the imprint from future printings.

PHOTOCOPY OF ENVELOPE REVERSE
SHOWI . NESBIT N.Y.” IMPRINT
ON ENVELOPE TONGUE FLAP




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

The ﬁrst, 1¢ stamps produced by Browne & Co.’s City Post featwed a misspe[[ing of the name as

“Brown”. This was corrected in the post’s second, 2¢ stamp.

20L1 : GENUINE 29L1 : GENUINE 2912 : GENUINE
1¢ BLACI\ ON WHITE 1¢ BLACK ON WHITE 2¢ BLACK ON \’VHITL

UNUSED CANCELLED - ON PIECE WITH -
PARTIAL CINCINNATI CDS 11A : 3¢ DULL RP D

BLUE CINCINNATI CDS

The cover below was carried to the Cincinnati post office by Browne & Co, prepaid with a 1¢ postage
stamp and cancelled by a red Browne & Co.’s City Post “PAID” handstamp. From the post office it was
mailed to Newport, Kentucky with a 3¢ US stamp.

29L1 : 1¢ BLACK : GENUIN

E
RED “BROWNE & CO.S CITX P(?\"FRP\AIDIICIRCVLAR HANDSTAMP

3¢ DULL RED
BLUE CI.\'(‘INNATI CDS - MARCH 26 (CIRCA 1853)




BROWNE & CO.'S CITY POST

29L1 : 1¢ BLACK : GE
- ON COVER WITH -
11A : UL RED
CANCELLED WITH BLACK CINCINNATI CDS
FEBRUARY 20 (CIRCA 1853)

$ b’l’ BLACK : GENU
- ON COVER WITH -
11A : 3¢ DULL RED
CANCELLED WITH BLUE CINCINNATI CDS
AUGUST 20 (CIRCA 1853)




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

The cover below features an uncancelled Browne & Co. 2¢ stamp. This cover does not include any

additional postage or postal markings to indicate it was delivered by another post or service.

The envelope features an embossed, circular imprint reading “Lipman’s Adhesive Despatch
Envelope” on the back flap. While there is no date on this cover, these imprints are known on envelopes from
around 1851 to 1856.

This cover is addressed to Sophia Weed, care of George L. Weed. According to Williams' Cincinnati
Directory, G.L. Weed ran a Sunday School and Bible Depository in 1853. In 1855, he was running a general
bookstore from the same location.
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29012 : 2¢ BLACK : GENUINE
ON COVER

PENCIL RUBBING
OF EMBOSSED
LIPMAN’'S IMPRINT
ON BACK FLAP




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

Browne & Co.s City Post ended in 1854, around the time that the official Cincinnati Post Office
restarted their carrier service with C. C. Williams as head letter carrier. Because a Browne & Co. hand stamp
is known marked on covers delivered by Williams, it is thought that the Browne & Co. post was absorbed into

the Cincinnati post.
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29L1 : 1¢ BLACK : GENUINE
ON COVER WITH
11A : 3¢ DULL RED
CANCELLED WITH BLUE CINCINNATI CDS
FEBRUARY 15, 1856

Although the 1¢ Browne & Co. stamp affixed to the cover above is genuine, it does not represent a
genuine usage by the post. The cover is datelined 1856, two years after Browne & Co. was known to have

closed.




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

S. Allan Taylor’s forgery of the 1¢ “Browne & Co’s City Post Office” stamp is the easiest one of this
post’s counterfeits to identify, as there is no “Gibson Cin” inside the large numeral. The stamps come in a

wide range of colors, as is common with Taylor’s creations.

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAY LOR FORI\I 9 TAY LOR FORM 9 TAYLOR - FORM 9
g\r ACK BLACK 1¢ BLACK
O \VHITL O PINK sC ON SCARLET SC
29L1) (29L1

FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOgI FORM 10 TAY LORL F(OR\i 10
ON BRI(’HT \ﬁ\\ Y BLUE SC ON PALE GRIIAEE‘\' H LAID

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAY LOR FORI\I 15 TAYLOR - FOR\/I 15 TAYLOR - FORM 15 TAYLOR - FORM 15
1l¢ BLACK 1¢ ULTRAMARINE 1¢ ULTRAMARINE

ON ORAV(rE BUFF ON VfOLET BLUE ON WHITE H LAID ON WHITE H LAID
20L1) OL1) (29L.1) (29L1)




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

FORGERY A
TAY L()R FORM 17
¢ BLACK

O'\' WHITE
(29L1)

FORGERY A
TAYLOR LFO&M AA4

ON { ELII:O“ sC

YL TAYLOR
l¢ VIOLET 1¢ LIGHT GREEN
ON WHITE ON WHITE
(20L1) (29L1)

FORGERY A
TAYLOR
1¢ GRAYISH BLACK
ON WHITE
(29L1)

FORGERY A

FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORI\I 17
1¢ BLA

ON CREAM
(29L.1)

FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM AA4

1¢ BLACK
ON L/ VELNDER SC

FORGERY A
TAYLOR
1¢ GRAYISH BLACK
ON BUFF
(29L1)

FORGERY A
TAYLOR
1¢ BLUE GREEN
ON WHITE
(29L1)

FORGERY A
TAY LORI F‘Oth\rI 17

ON PII&I\I?JH CREAM

FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM AA4
1¢ BLACK
ON LIGHT BLUE SC
(29L1)

FORGERY A
TA YLOR
1¢ BLACK
ON BUFF

(29L1)




BROWNE & CO.'S CITY POST

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLO
1l¢ BROWN VIOLET 1¢ RED VIOLET 1¢ RED VIOLET
ON DULL YELLOW ON FADED VIOLET ON WHITE
(29L1) (29L1) (29L1)

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR
1l¢ RED 1¢ RED ORANGE 1¢ RED ORANGE 16 ORANGE
ON WHITE ON WHITE N OFF-WHITE N WHITE
(290L1) (29L1) (29L1) (29L1)

It is unclear who made the next forgery, which can be identified by the large numeral. The large
one has only two round projections at the top, in stead of three.

FORGERY B
1¢ BLACK
ON WHITE
(29L.1)




BROWNE & CO.'S CITY POST

Both ). B. Moens and ). W. Scott based their forgeries on the illustrations published in their
stamp albums and catalogues. Moens’ forgery is recognizable by the thickness of the “0S” in “C°, while
Scott’s counterfeits can be identified by the thin lettering and wide spacing of “BROWN”.

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
\I()E‘\'S MOENS MOENS
ACK 1¢ BLUE 1¢ BLUE
ON VV‘I&ITE PELL‘RE ON \VH&TE PELURE ON BUFF PELURE
OL1 (29L1) (29L1)

QOWNE o
\“ \)

|

LS04

LITHOGRAPH FROM
‘POSTAGE STAMPS,
ILLUSTRATED.’

J. B. MOENS,
LONDON, 1664

PLATE 3 ¢

—_—
ILLUSTRATION,
J. W. SCOTT'S
INTERNATIONAL

ALBUM /B FP b

FORGERY E FORGERY D
\/IOE’\'S AI BUM CcuUT SCOTT ALBLM cuT
{ CK { ACK
O WHITL O WHITE
OL1) 91.1)

FORGERY D FORGERY D
scoTT scoTT
1¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK

ON WHITE ON CREAM
(29L1) (29L1)




BROWNE & CO.'S CITY POST

Taylor’s 2¢ forgery can be told apart from the originals, thanks to the square period after “POST”.

FORGERY AA
TAY LOR F(})\R\l 9

2,
{I WHITE
(29L2)

ORGERY AA FORGERY AA

P
TAYLOR - FORM 10
123- BLACK
ON BRIGHT NAVY BLUE SC
(20L2)

FORGERY AA FORGERY
TAYLOR FOR\I 17

¢ B
ON PI\thH CREAM I
(29L2) (29L2)

FORGERY AA
PAY LOR FORM AA6
2¢ BLACK
ON (‘REE‘\v sSC
(29L2)

A
TAYLOR - FORM 9

TAYLORLAFORM 10
ON PALE (rsl)?EEN V LAID

AA
TAYI‘;OR - FORM 21

FORGERY A FORGERY AA
TAYLOR - FORI\I 9
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON PINK SC ON SC‘ARLFT SC
(29L2) (2912

FORGERY AA
TAYLOR - FORM 17

FORGERY AA
TAYLOR - FO&QM 17

° BLACK 2¢ BLAC
WHITE ON CREAM
( 20L.2) (29L2)

ORGERY AA
TAYI OR FOIIQ\\I AAB

¢ B
ON VWV ER‘\'IILIO\ SC
(29L.2)

FORGERY AA -
TAYLOR - FORM AA6
2¢ BLACK

ON PEACH SC
(291.2)

FORGERY AA
TAY LOR FORM AA6
2¢ BLACK
O’\ BLU E) sC

(291.2

FORGERY AA
TAYLOR - FORM AA6
2¢ BLACK

ON LIGHT BL UE SC




BROWNE & CO.S CITY

FORGERY AA FORGERY AA FORGERY AA
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLO
2¢ INTENSE BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ GRAYISH BLACIx
ON WHITE ON BUFF ON OFF-WHITE
(29L2) (29L2) (29L2)

FORGERY AA FORGERY AA
. TAYLOR TAYLOR
2¢ BROWNISH BLACK 2¢ RED BROWN
ON OFF-WHITE ON WHITE
(29L2) (29L2) (29L2)

FORGERY AA
TAYLOR
2¢ PALE BLUE

FORGERY AA
TAYLOR
2¢ ULTRAMARINE

FORGERY

TAYL
2¢ GRA\ ISH BLACI\

’HIT'E
29L2)

N WHI
(29L2)

FORGERY AA

TAYLOR
2¢ PALE ULTRANIARI'\IE
N WHITE

ON WHITE N WHITE
(29L2) 29 ( 20L2) ( 2012 ) .
“HALE & CO” FORGERY C “HALE & CO” FORGERY C
PARTIAL ON THE RIGHT PARTIAL ON THE RIGHT
FORGERY AA FORGERY AA FORGERY AA
AYLOR T TA\ LOR

'K BL (‘I'

2 BLAC CK
ON LIGHT leélf:g VIOLET SC ON YELLOVV SC ON GOL(D YELLO“ SC

(29L2)




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

FORGERY BB
2¢ BLACK
ON WHITE

(20L2)

At left is a clipping from the Scott’s International Album, 1888.

T e Scott also pvoduced forgeries based on this illustration, show below. These
J. W. SCOTT'S

INTERNATIONAL “« »
e are known as “Forgery DD”.

FORGERY DD
scoTrT
2¢ BLACK

ON WHITE
(29L2)

FORGERY DD FORGERY DD
scoTT scoTT
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON WHITE ON PALE BUFF

(20L2) (29L2)




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

At right is a clipping from Moens’s Postage Stamps lustrated,
published in 1864. Stamp imprints made with this lithograph are known as
“Forgery EE”.

LITHOGRAPH FrROM
POSTAGE STAMPS,
ILLUSTRATED.”

J. B. MOENS,
LONDON, 1864

FORGERY EE
NS

FORGERY FF FORGERY FF FORGERY FF
AFTER MOENS AFTER MOENS AFTER MOENS
2&BLACK 2¢ PURPLE 2¢ DEEP BLUE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
(291.2) (29L.2) (29L2)

FORGERY FF FORGERY FF FORGERY FF
AFTER MOENS AFTER MOENS AFTER MOENS
2¢ BLUE QﬁBL[TE 2§BLLTE
ON WHITE ON THIN WHITE ON BUFF
(29L2) (29L.2) (20L2)




BROWNE & CO.'S CITY POST

In 1936, the Cincinnati Stamp Collectors Club (a branch of the Society of Philatelic Americans)
produced special souvenir printings of the 2¢ Browne & Co. stamp for their 42nd annual convention.

ORGERY GG
CINCINNATI STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
SOUV ROOF

2¢ BLAC(Kz ON MANILA

The example above is a proof of the die used to produce the souvenir items for the convention. All of
the convention souvenirs included imprints of two 2¢ stamps. The most common souvenirs are cards with
show information on the sides. These cards are printed on colored, horizontally laid and watermarked

paper. The forgery was also printed on envelopes and cancelled with a special convention handstamp.

EWS CLIPPING
PLAINDEALER CLEVELAND, OHIO
AUGUST 16, 1936




BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

BY CINCINNATI STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
S. P. A. BRANCH NO. 2
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AUGUST 20, 21, 22,1936 -t
CINCINNATI, OHIO

BY CINCINNATI STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
S. P. A. BRANCH NO. 2
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BROWNE & CO.S CITY POST

e

BY CINCINNATI STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
S. P. A. BRANCH NO. 2
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) FORGERY GG
CINCINNATI STAMP COLLECTORS CLUB
2¢ DARK BROWN ON ENVELOPE
CINCINNATI, OHIO S.P.A CANCEL
AUGUST 22, 1936
(29L.2)
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