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BROWNE'S EASTON DESPATCH

William J. Browne established this post in Easton, Pennsylvania around 1857. This post office
produced three types of stamps, each with a 2¢ rate.

The first stamp was a simple square design with a single lined border. 1t was typographed black
on red. Genuine examples of this stamp are incredibly rare. Only six examples are currently recorded.
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The second stamp, with a decorative border, is extremely rare. There are no examples listed in
Siegel’s auction records.

The third stamp featured a portrait of George Washington. This stamp is the most common of
Bronwne’s Easton Despatch stamps.
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BROWNE'S EASTON DESPATCH

Forgeries of the first two types were mostly made by J. W. Scott, or were based on the illustrations
from his International Album. The first type’s forgeries can be identified as such by the lack of a period
behind “BROWNE'S”. As for the second type, Scott’s design uses diamond-shaped omaments rather than

circular ones for the border.

ILLUSTRATION,
J. W. SCOTT'S
INTERNATIONAL

ALBuM /PSR
TYPE I TYPE I TYPE I TYPE II
FORGERY A FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY A
SCOTT MODERN SCOTT - ALBUM CUT SCOTT
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON VERMILION SC ON BRIGHT ORANGE SC ON WHITE ON VERMILION SC
(30L1) (30L1) (30L1) (30L2)

Scott also made forgeries of the third type, in which Washington appears to be looking upwards,

and is missing his sideburns.

| TWO COENTS

ILLUSTRATION,
J. W. SCOTT'S
INTERNATIONAL

ALBUM /R £6,

TWO CENTS

TYPE 11 TYPE ITI
FORGERY A FORGERY A
SCOTT SCOTT - ALBUM CUT
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON WHITE ON CREAM

(30L3) (30L3) (30L3)




BROWNE'S EASTON DESPATCH

In S. A. Taylor’s forgery, the “S” of “BROWNES” is more above the “p” of “Despatch” rather than

above the “a” of it.
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TWO CENTS

TYPE III
FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM B4
2¢ CARMINE
ON WHITE
(30L3)

TYPE III
FORGERY B
TAYLOR FORI\I AB7

ON (gFF W'HITE

TWO CENTS
e B . TG

TYPE III
FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM B4
2¢ PALE RED
ON WHITE
(30L3)

TYPRIIT

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AB7

2¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW
(30L3)

TYPE III
FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM B4
2¢ BLACK

ON WHITE
(30L3)

TYPE III
FORGERY B
TAYLOR
2¢ YELLOW

ON WHITE
(30L3)

The next design was used by C. H. Coster in his 1879 edition of “The United States Locals and
Their History”, but was actually made by ]. B. Moens for his international price catalogue. This forgery is
easily identified by the clear grid in the background.




BROWNE'S EASTON DESPATCH

Three bogus stamps based on the “Browne’s Easton Despatch” Type 1 design were made, two of

which were created by Scott. Both his designs use a more decorative border than the original Type 1.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
scoTT SCoTT SCOoTT
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON PURPLE ON LIGHT VIOLET ON PINKISH

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
sSCoTT scoTT

2¢ BLACK ? BLACK

ON BUFF ON PINKISH

WITH COUNTERFEIT
“PAID” HANDSTAMP

The other bogus was created by Taylor, and is smaller than any of the other stamps. 1t also has a
double frame, with the outer border being much thicker.

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TAYLOR - FORM AB12 TAYLOR - FORM AB12 TAYLOR - FORM AB12
2¢ BLACK 2}5 ) l%g BLACK

ON RED SC ON VERMILION SC ON LILAC SC

Easton

B[ DespatchPost

BOGUS 2
TAYLOR

2¢ PALE RED
N CREAM
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