
G~ CARTER9S DESPATCH 
George Carter worked as a tobacconist in. Philadelphia. ln. 1848, he opened his local postfrom within. 

his store. The post delivered mail within. the Old City of Philadelphia, and ran for about three years. 

Carter's small paid stamps are similar to the on.es issued by Blood's Despatch at around the same 

time. These stamps are kn.own in. six identifiable plate varieties, and on wove or vertically laid paper/ 

36Ll : GENUINE 36 : 36Ll : GENUINE 
2

¢ ~ttTi1\. 2~~\TE 2¢ ~£'A"\i1\.~~iTE 2¢ BLACK ON WHITE 
PLATE VARIETY 1 

PEN STROKE CANCEL PEN STROKE CANCEL PEN STROKE CANCEL 

----

36Ll : 2¢BLACKONWHITE 
PLATE VARIETY 6 

GENUINE ON COVER 
MANUSCRIPT PENSTRJI{E CANCEL 

BLACK "G. CARTER'S PAID" CIRCULAR HANDSTAMP 
WITH 

BLUE PHILADELPHIA 5j! CDS HANDSTAMP 
MAY 16, U849) 

The cover above was delivered to the Philadelphia Post Qffice by G. Carter's Despatch, and delivered 

from there to Hamburg, Pennsylvania by the government postal service. 

G. Carter's 2¢ delivery rate was paid by the adhesive stamp, which can. be identified as plate variety 6. 

Carter also stamped this cover with his circular "PAlD" handstamp, which listed his "90 N. Fyth St." address. 

This handstamp is illustrated on page 68 of the American Stampless Cover Catalog Volume 11. 



G~ CARTER1S DESPATCH 
The cover below was delivered to the Philadelphia Post qffi.ce by G. Carter's Despatch, and delivered 

from there to Worcester, Massachusetts by the government postal sen1ice. 

G. Carter's 2¢ delivery rate was paid by the adhesive stamp, which can be identefied as plate variety 6. 

Carter also stamped this cover with his circular "PAlD" handstamp, which listed his "90 N. Fifth St." address. 
This handstamp is illustrated on page 68 of the American Stampless Cover Catalog Volume 11. 
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36L1 :Pri~t~asr~ ~ITE 
GENUINE ON COVER 

:MANUSCRIPT "X" CANCEL 
BLACK "G. CARTER'S PAID" CIRCULAR HANDSTAMP 

WITH 
BLUE PHILADELPHIA 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP 

MARCH 3 (CIRCA 1849-1850) 

,, .. OilCESTER 
MACHI E CARD 

~J ~ lrJ M fl ~ if' © !Fl "t • 
The ~ub•c:riuer nre n111uur:11:t11ri11,; a 111,crior :11·tide of :ill 

kin,I, ot' 

MACHINE CARD CLOTHING, 
.U th ir WELL K~OWX stnn,I, 

1 Over J. Pratt & Co's Iron Store, 
No. 11 ,vas i11r;ton Sq11a1·c, 

'l'. K. EARLE & CO. 
J,,1)W ARD EAlll.E, 
Tl toTnV K f:ARI.E. 

The cover is addressed to T.K. Earle & Co., 

a machine card manufactu.ring company. 

AT LEFT: 
WORCESTER MACHINE CARD MANUFACTORY 
T.K. EARLE & CO. 

ADVERTISEMENT FROM 
THE WORCESTER ALMANAq...._DIREOTORY, 
AND BUSINESS ADVERTISEK, 1850 



G~ CARTER~S DESPATCH 
OJ all the forgeries,]. W. Scott's design is the only one that kept both the apostrophe in "CARTER'S" 

and the period after "PAlD", but instead it is missing the period after the "G". The "PAlD" is also taller than 

in the originals. 

II . 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ONWHITE 

(36Ll) 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON BUFF 

( 36Ll) 

II 
FORGERY A 

SCOTT - ALBUM CUT 
2¢BLACK 
ONWHITE 

( 36Ll) 

II 
-----

it.LUSTRA TION , 
J . W . SCOTT' S 

INTl'.PINATIONAL 

Al.BUM /~C, , 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT - ALBUM CUT 

2!!BLACK 
ONWHITE 

( 36Ll) 

George Hu.ssey's forgery is noticeable by the centering of "G. CARTERS", which is more to the right 
with the "G" beingfo-rther away ftom the border than in any other design.. 

His stamps were printed in at least two dgferent settings, with the later setting being of a weaker 

printing and having larger margins between the stamps. The first setting has at least four dgferent positions, 

which can be seen on the two strips of three here: the bottom two positions on the first strip are the same as 

the top two on the other strip. The later setting has at least six positions, which are shown on the strip of six. 

-
FORGERYB 

HUSSEY - SETTING 1 
2¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 

-
FORGERYB 

HUSSEY - (PROOF) 
2¢BLACK 
ONBLUE 

( 36Ll) 

( 36Ll) 

II 
II 
II 

II 
FORGERYB 

HUSSEY • SETTING 2 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
( 36Ll) 

FORGERYB 
HUSSEY - SETTING 1 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYB 
HUSSEY - SETTING 1 

2<!BLACK 
ONWHITE 

STRIP OF THREE 
(36Ll) 

ON WHITE 
STRIP OF THREE 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYB 
HUSSEY - SETTING 2 

2¢BLACK 
ON WHITE 

STRIP OF SIX 
(36Ll) 



G~ CARTER~S DESPATCH 
The "PAlD" in S. A. Taylor's forgery is the smallest of all the forgeries, and the spacing of the 

word has the "P" and "A" dose to each other while the"]" and "D" are fwther apart. 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 3 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 3 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 3 

2¢BLACK 
ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 

(36Ll) 
ON LIGHT BLUE SC 

(36Ll) 
ON MAGENTA SC 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 6 

2¢BLUE 
ONWHITE 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA3 

2¢GOLD 
ON BRIGHT BLUE SC 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 6 

2¢BLUE 
ONBLUE 

( 36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR- FORMAA3 

2¢GOLD 
ON BRIGHT PURPLE SC 

( 36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 6 

2¢BLUE 
ONPINK 

( 36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR- FORMAA3 

2¢GOLD 
ON MAGENTA SC 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA3 

2¢GOLD 
ONGREENSC 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA3 

2¢GOLD 
ON PALE VIOLET SC 

( 36Ll) 

• • II ' . 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AAll 

2¢ RED ORANGE 
ON WHITE 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM AAll 

2¢BROWN 
ONWHITE 

(36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AAll 

2¢ CHOCOLATE 
ON WHITE 

( 36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
( 36Ll) 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 

2¢ BLUE (SHADE) 
ONWHITE 

(36Ll) 

( 36Ll) 



G3 CARTER~S DESPATCH 
Of the next two designs, the first was made by an unknown forger. lt can he identifted by the 

very small lettering of "G. CARTERS". 

The other forgery was designed by J. B. Moens for his catalogue. 1n this design, the lettering of 
hoth "G. CARTER" and "DESPATCH" is thicker than in any other forgery. 

• . FORGERYD 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
( 36Ll) 

4 1 . 

• I 

. 

LIT~OGftAPH FROM 
" POSTAGE STAMPS. 

1LLUSTRATEG. '" 
J . 19. MOENS, 

LONDON , ta04 

PLATE ~ / 

FORGERYE 
MOENS • ALBUM CUT 

2¢BLACK 
ONWHITE 

( 36Ll) 

FORGERYE 
MOENS 

2¢BLACK 
ON WHITE 

( 36Ll) 
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