G. CARTER'S DESPATCH

George Carter worked as a tobacconist in Philadelphia. 1n1848, he opened his local post from within
his store. The post delivered mail within the Old City of Philadelphia, and ran for about three years.
Carter's small paid stamps are similar to the ones issued by Blood's Despatch at around the same

time. These stamps are known in six identifiable plate varieties, and on wove or vertically laid paper/
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The cover above was delivered to the Philadelphia Post Office by G. Carter’s Despatch, and delivered
from there to Hamburg, Pennsylvania by the government postal service.

G. Carter’s 2¢ delivery rate was paid by the adhesive stamp, which can be identified as plate variety 6.
Carter also stamped this cover with his circular “PAID” handstamp, which listed his “go N. Fifth St.” address.
This handstamp is illustrated on page 68 of the American Stampless Cover CatalogVolume 1.




G. CARTER'S DESPATCH

The cover below was delivered to the Philadelphia Post Office by G. Carter’s Despatch, and delivered
from there to Worcester, Massachusetts by the government postal service.

G. Carter’s 2¢ delivery rate was paid by the adhesive stamp, which can be identified as plate variety 6.
Carter also stamped this cover with his circular “PAID” handstamp, which listed his “go N. Fifth St.” address.
This handstamp is illustrated on page 68 of the American Stampless Cover Catalog Volume 1.
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G. CARTER'S DESPATCH

Of all the forgeries, ]. W. Scott’s design is the only one that kept both the apostrophe in “CARTER’S”
and the period aﬁer “PAID”, but instead it is missing the period aﬁer the “G”. The “PAID” is also taller than

in the originals.
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George Hussey's forgery is noticeable by the centering of “G. CARTERS”, which is more to the right
with the “G” being further away from the border than in any other design.

His stamps were printed in at least two different settings, with the later setting being of a weaker
printing and having [arger margins between the stamps. The first setting has at least four different positions,
which can be seen on the two strips of three here: the bottom two positions on the first strip are the same as

the top two on the other strip. The later setting has at least six positions, which are shown on the strip of six.
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G. CARTER'S DESPATCH

The “PAID” in S. A. Taylor’s forgery is the smallest of all the forgeries, and the spacing of the
word has the “P” and “A” close to each other while the “1” and “D” are further apart.
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G. CARTER’S DESPATCH

Of the next two designs, the first was made by an unknown forger. 1t can be identified by the
very small lettering of “G. CARTERS”.

The other forgery was designed by ]. B. Moens for his catalogue. In this design, the lettering of
both “G. CARTER” and “DESPATCH” is thicker than in any other forgery.
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