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CHESTNUT ST~ LINE 
The Chestnut St. Line was a local post that operated out of traveling mail boxes affixed to the horse­

drawn buses in Philadelphia. Letters could be dropped into the boxes as they moved along the route and 

carried to the post office located at the Merchant Exchange Building at 3
rd 

and Dock streets. 

The stamps for the service featured a portrait of Stephen Girard. Girard-was a very wealthy banker 

who left most of his fortune to the city of Philadelphia after his death in 1831. The Girard House was a notable 

hotel located on Chestnut Street in the 1850s. 

The stamps were issued on pink glazed and yellow glazed paper. They are very rare, with only three 

recorded examples known. 

PHOTOC OPY 
FROM S IEG EL AUCTION 

G OLDEN S ALE 
SALE 817. LOT 911 

The map below shows the route of the 
Chestnut Street Line fr om the Schuylkill River to 

the Merchant's Exchange building, which is 

PORTRAIT OF 
STEPHEN GIRARD 

marked by a star. 

QR LINK TO LARGE MAP 

MAP OF CHESTNUT STREET MAIL ROUTE 
MODIFIED FROM A MAP PUBLISHED BY J.L SMITH IN 1859 
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Ii -;. 
I!] . 



CHESTNUT ST~ LINE 
S. Allan Taylor produced a bogus stamp under the Chestnut Street Line name. Taylor created the 

entirely Jictious design, which used a portrait of Beryamin Franklin as its 

central image. The border of the stamp uses the same wajfle-shaped ornaments 

that Taylor used to create his Flynn's Penny Post bogus stamp. (An example of 
this Flynn's bogus is present at right for reference.) 

BOGUS 
TAYLOR - FORM CO2 

l !i BLAC K 
ON ORANGE BUFF 

FLYNN'S BOGUS l 
TAYLOR - FORM C 

1¢ BLACK O N YELLOW 

BOGUS 
TAYLOR - FORM CC2 

1 ¢ BLAC K 
ON GOLD YELLOW SC 
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