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cumming's city post



Established in 1844 by A!fred H. Cummings, this local post operated until 1847. Scott's catalog 

lists stamps in four different designs issued by this post, all of which are rare to find as originals. 

The first design, which is the most commonly forged, is a square design with a central image of a 

sealed letter. Genuine stamps of this design were printed in black on three kinds of glazed sueface 

colored paper: rose, green, and yellow. 

55L3 
GENUINE 

TYPEI 
2; BLACK 

ONYELLOW SC 

The second stamp design featu.red what appears to he a small cherub in flight. lt is sometimes 

caUed the Cummings Cupid stamp. lt is known printed in black ink on green or olive paper. 

The third design is a simple oval design with the numeral "2" in a diamond at the center. 1t is 

known in black on vermilion. 
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55L7 
FRO~~M~ TION 

A fourth design is listed, described as the same image as the first stamps, but with the name 

"Cumming's" erased. This stamp is believed to he unique and even photographs of the design are d!fticult 
to find. 





Of the "Type l" stamps, there are two very similar forgeries that are attributed to J. W. Scott. The 
.first one is identical to the illustration in his catalogues. Two quick identifiers are in "CUMMlNG'S": The 
right leg of the "N" is shorter than the left, and the top curve of the "S" is bigger than the bottom curve. 

llrlJ 
-

TYPE I 
FORGERYE 

SCOTT • ALBUM CUT 
2¢BLACK 

TYPE I 
FORGERYE 

SCOTT 
~BLACK 

0 VIOLET 
( 55Ll) 

ON CREAM 
(55Ll) 

I 
FORGERYE 

SCOTT 
2¢J:3LACK 

ON DULL VIOLET 
( 55Ll) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYE 

SCOTT 
2<!BLACK 

ON YELLOW SC 
(55L3) 

II 
TYPEI 

FORGERYE 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON PINK VIOLET 

(55Ll) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYE 

SCOTT 
21_BLACK 

ON GRAY BROWN 
( 55Ll) 

This other forgery copies the design, but adds a large clot on the left side 

of the letter. There are a Jew other minor differences, such as the loop of the "P" 

in "POST" being more rectangular. II 
TYPE I 

FORGERY A 
SCOTT 

0 Jh13i:t£E~ SC 
(55L2) 

TYPEI 
FORGERY A 

SCOTT 
2t_l3LACK 

ON LIGHT GREEN SC 
(55L2) 

TYPEI 
FORGERY A 

SCOTT 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
( 55Ll) 

--

TYPEI 
FORGERY A 

SCOTT 
2<!BLACK 

ONWHITE 
VERTICAL PAIR 

(55Ll) 



CUMMING~S CITY POST 
S. A.Taylor made two forgeries of the "Type 1" stamps. The first one of his two designs is easy to 

recognize, as it has a very thick loop on the "2". There are also only Jive lines on the left side of the letter. 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR· FORM B2 
21BLACK 

ON RED ORANGE SC 
( 55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM B2 
2tBLACK 

ON LIGHT BLUE SC 
( 55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB14 

oJ¢c1ma.M 
( 55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB14 
2_¢_BLACK 

ON CREAM 
( 55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB14 
2_¢BLACK 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR· FORM AB18 
2!!BLACK 

ON PINK 

TAYLOR • FORM AB18 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
(55L1 • L3) 

ON OFF-WHITE 
(55L1 • L3) (55L1 • L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB18 
2~BLACK 

ON LIGHT BLUE 
( 55L1 • L3) 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM BBS 
2cBLACK 

ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 
(55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB18 
2cBLACK 

ON LIGHT ORANGE 
( 55L1 - L3 > 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR· FORM BBS 
2_¢BLACK 

ON LILAC SC 
( 55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM AB18 

ON
241

J3:Jt-E1f sc 
( 55L1 • L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ONYELLOW 
(55L1 • L3 > 

TYPE! 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR • FORM BB5 
2¢BLACK 

ON LIGHT VIOLET SC 
( 55L1 - L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYB 

TAYLOR 
2_¢ RED 

ONPEACH 
( 55L1 • L3 > 



CUMMING1S CITY POST 
Taylor's other forgery has a very large "S" in "CUMM1NG'S", and there are six lines on each side 

of the letter. This design also has an extra dot on the left side of the letter, near the middle of the outline. 

TYPE! TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM 3 
2¢BLACK 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR· FORM 3 

2¢BLACK 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM 3 
2¢BLACK 

ON BRIGHT GREEN SC 
(55L1 - L3) 

ON LIGHT BLUE SC 
( 55L1 - L3) 

ON MAGENTA SC 
( 55L1 - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM 14 
2¢ BLACKISH BROWN 

ON WHITE 
( 55L1 • L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA15 
2¢ DARK NAVY BLUE 

ONWHITE 
(55L1 - L3) 

TYPE! 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA20 
2¢BLACK 

ON PINKISH 
( 55L1 - L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR· FORM 14 
2tBROWN 

ON CREAM V LAID 
( 55L1 - L3) 

TYPE! 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA15 
2¢BLUE 

ONWHITE 
( 55L1 - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA20 
2¢BLACK 

ON PEACH 
(55L1 • L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR • FORM 19 

oJg3~Wsc 
( 55L1 - L3 > 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR- FORMAA15 
2¢BLUE 

ONBLUISH 
( 55L1 - L3) 

TYPEI 
FORGERY C 

TAYLOR· FORM AA20 
2tBLACK 

ON PEACH V LAID 
(55L1 - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM 19 
. ~¢BLACK 

ON VERMILION SC 
( 55L1 • L3) 

II 
TYPE! 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA20 

2¢BLACK 
0 BLUEGRAY 

( 55L1 • L3) 

TYPEI 
FORGERY C 

TAYLOR - FORM AA20 
2¢BLACK 

ON PALE PINK V LAID 
( 55L1 - L3 > 



CUMMING'S CITY POST 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA21 
2¢BLACK 

ON PEACH 
(55Ll - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA21 
2¢BLACK 

ON PALE ORANGE 
( 55Ll - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA21 
2¢BLACK 

ONPURPLE 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR- FORMAA24 
2¢BLACK 

ON GOLD YELLOW SC 
(55Ll - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR - FORM AA24 

oJ~Jt-EWsc 
( 55Ll - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERY C 

TAYLOR 
2~BLACK 

ONTEALSC 
( 55Ll - L3) 

( 55Ll - L3) 

TYPE I 
FORGERYC 

TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
( 55Ll - L3) 

The next forgery was made with the en.graving used for the "Type l" illustration. in. C. H. Coster's 

1882 edition. of The United Sta.tes Locals and Their History, which was published by J.-B. Moen.s. The same 

illustration. was used by Moen.s the year after for his own. catalogue. 

On. this design the heart-shaped wax seal on. the letter has a more rounded point, and the heart 
is mirrored, with the point towards the left. 

TYPE! 
FORGERYD 

MOENS 
~BLACK 

ON GREEN SC 
(55L2> 

TYPE! 
FORGERYD 

MOENS 
2¢BLACK 

ON VERMILION SC 
( 55L3) 



CUMMING~S CITY POST 
No forgeries are known of the "Type 11" and "Type 111" stamps, which weren't illustrated in any 

catalogue until the early ,goo's. Scott did have an illustrated stamp for a "City Post" in his catalogues, 

which appears to be the ''Type N" stamp for "Cumming's City Post". 

City Post. 

II 
TYPEIV 

FORGERYG 
SCOTT - ALBUM CUT 

2¢BLACK 
ONCREAM 

(55L8) 

The next stamps are of a modern. bogus design, attributed to David M. Stirling. On them, the 
value has been changed to 1 cent, and the letter is completely empty except for a large, in the center. 

FORGERYF 
STIRLING 
2¢BLACK 

ON DARK GREEN SC 

FORGERYF 
STIRLING 

2¢BLUE 
ONGRAYBLUESC 
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