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CUTTING'S DESPATCH POST

Cutting’s Despatch Post, opened in 1847, was the first local post of Buffalo, New York. The post was
ounded by Thomas S. Cutting. Cutting, an Englishman who had emigrated to the United States in 1831, ran
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the post in addition to a wide variety of other occupations including renting horses, se[[ing stocks, romantic

matchmaking, managing singers, and running an intelligence office.

The history of this post has been mostly documented by its advertisements, which ran in Buffalo’s
Commercial Advertiser. The post delivered mail from the post office or throughout the city locally at a rate of
2¢. Advertisements never mentioned the sale of adhesive stamps, although an advertiment for Valentine’s
delivery stated that prepayment would be required. Covers are known primarily marked with an oval hand-
stamp in blue or green.

A single adhesive stamp for the post is known on cover. This stamp is similar to the Hartford’s Pony
Express stamp. 1t is very rare.

In 1848, the post was bought by a competing local, Spaulding’s Penny Post.

The forgery of this stamp is an illustration published in Scott albums. The forgery is simpler in
appearance, with smaller lettering and less detail in the line work. 1t is also somewhat squashed on the sides.

Modern forgeries use the Scott illustration as their
base, but are ‘printed on d@[ferent papers.

Cutting’s Des-
patch Post. |

ILLUSTRATION FORGERY
SCOTT - ALBUM CUT MODERN
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK

ON CREAN ON RED SC
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