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DAVISqS PENNY POST 
This small local post, established by William D. Davis and his brother, operated in Baltimore around 

1856. They delivered letters as well as bills, circulars, and notices for 1¢; and they offered a special delivery 
service for 5¢. 

Davis's Penny Post issued only one stamp design, but multiple variations within the design are 

kn.own. ln the Siegel Auction Sale 817 (David Golden Collection, 1999), Scott Trepel published a gu.ide to the 
variation types and their positions within the plate of six it's assumed the stamps were printed from. 

The most significant variation is the "Pennq_" JI.aw, found in position 2. This is the only variation to 
receive its own listing in the Scott Specialized Catalogue. 

57L1 : GENUINE 
1¢ BLACK ON LILAC 

TYPE E • POSITION 5 
"DAVIS'S" IN ROMAN TYPE 

RED HANDSTAMP & 
PENCIL CROSS CANCELS 

57L1A : GENUINE 
1¢ BLACK ON LILAC 

TYPE B - POSITION 2 
"PENNQ" ERROR 

"BALT" IN ROMAN TYPE 
PENCIL CROSS CANCEL 

PF CERT #0345637 

Genuine stamps are rare - only fourteen are recorded. Those that are cancelled are marked with a 

red company handstamp or an "X" drawn in pencil. 

Two forgeries of the design are known, using Costner's and Scott's illustrations of the stamp. 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

MODERN REPRINT 
1¢BLACK 
ON GRAY 

(57L1) 

I 



DAVIsis PENNY POST 
S. Allan Taylor created a bogus tha.t was attrihu.ted to this post The Taylor bogus, which has no 

resemblance to the real Davis stamp, is adapted from a D. 0. Blood & Co. stamp and reads ''T. Davis" at the 

bottom. 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM AB7 

BLACK ON 
OFF-WHITE 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM AB7 

BLACK ON 
YELLOW 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB1 

BLUE ON 
APPLE GREEN 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB1 

BLUE ON 
VIOLET PINK 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB1 

BLUE ON 
APPLE GREEN 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR· FORM BB1 

BLUE ON 
YELLOWISH 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR· FORM BB1 

BLUE ON 
WHITE 



DAVIsis PENNY POST 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB6 

ULTRAMARINE 
ON WHITE 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB6 

ULTRAMARINE 
ONWHITEWMK 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR • FORM BB6 

ULTRAMARINE 
ON PALE ORANGE 

The four bogus stamps below all have a small break under the T in "POST" 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR 

BLACK ON 
DARKBLUE 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR 
BLUE ON 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR 

BLACK ON 
WHITE 

BOGUS1 
TAYLOR 

BLACK ON 
OFF WHITE WHITE 

The in addition to the small break below the T, the bogus stamps below also have a large, dark .flaw 

above the Tin "POST". 

BOGUS1A 
TAYLOR· FORM AB6 

BLUE ON 
YELLOWISH LAID 

BOGUS1A 
TAYLOR • FORM AB6 

BLUE ON 
WHITE 

BOGUS1A 
TAYLOR • FORM AB6 

DARKBLUEON 
OFF WHITE 
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