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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

COMPANY HISTORY

This parcel express
Denver & Rio Grand Railroad.
on the line in Colorado,
ico, and Wyoming. The company ran from
1880 until 1903, when it was bought and
absorbed by the Globe Express Company.

Utah, New Mex-

COMPLIMENTARY FRANKS

The Denver & Rio Grande Express
offered complimentary franks to rail-
road and government officials, some
employees, or other influential people.
Franks were printed in panes and assem-
bled into booklets, usually valid for a
calendar year.

These franks included a facsimile
of George W. Kramer’s signature in the
design. Kramer was the superintendent
of the express from 1880 to 1885, then
served as a manager from 1886 to 1893.
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

COMPLIMENTARY FRANKS
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

EMPTY CONTAINER STAMPS

These stamps prepaid the return fee for empty shipping containers,
after their cargo had been delivered and unloaded. Stamps were issued
for two different container types: 5¢ for eggs or butter containers; and
10¢ for poultry coops or fruit containers.
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

EMPTY CONTAINER STAMPS
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NEWS MATTER STAMPS

Denver & Rio Grande Express issued specific stamps for prepaying
delivery of newspaper and magazines.
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

NEWS MATTER STAMPS

DeNvER AND Rio GRaNDER'Y E:
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

NEWS MATTER STAMPS
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

NEWS MATTER STAMPS
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

FRANKED ENVELOPE

Rio Grande Express issued franked

Around 1890, the Denver &
Ten used exam-—

to carry letter mail over their lines.

tamped envelopes
les of the frank are recorded by the United Postal Stationery Society
n The Western Express Companies 1850-1890 (published 2013).
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DEN-001 - DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS
BL \( K FRANK ON US STAMPED ENVELOPE
311 : 2¢ GREEN ON WHITE | UPSS 931-7
B ARRED ELLIPSE (3) DUPLEX CANCEL
WITH DENVER, COLORADO CDS - OCTOBER 16, 1890
WHITINSVILLE, MASSACHU Sh{‘l(\ 1:‘141(4%“1\ ING CDS - OCTOBER 20, 1890

a manuscript notation reading: “Hurried &

This cover includes
secure date”

crowded with business telegram




DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS

DOCUMENTARY TAX STAMPS

To fund the Spanish American War in 1898, new docu-
mentary taxes were issued. Some companies marked their
documentary stamps with handstamps. Denver & Rio Grande

Express used several different overprint styles “on their
tax stamps.
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