
denver & rio grande express



DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
COMPANY HISTORY 

This parcel express company operated in conjunction with the 
Denver & Rio Grand Railroad . It delivered mail and packages to stations 
on the line in Colorado, Utah , New Mex-
ico, and Wyoming . The company ran from 
1880 until 1903, when it was bought and 
absorbed by the Globe Express Company . 

C OMPLIMENTARY FRANKS 

The Denver & Rio Grande Express 
offered complimentary franks to rail
road and government officials, some 
employees, or other influential people . 
Franks were printed in panes and assem
bled into booklets, usually valid for a 
calendar year. 

These franks included a facsimile 
of George W. Kramer's signature in the 
design . Kramer was the superintendent 
of the express from 1880 to 1885, then 
served as a manager from 1886 to 1893 . 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
EMPTY CONTAINER STAMPS 

These stamps prepaid the return fee for empty shipping containers, 
after their cargo had been delivered and unloaded. Stamps were issued 
for two different container types: 5¢ for eggs or butter containers; and 
10¢ for poultry coops or fruit containers. 
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DEIVEB & BIO &BARDE BAILBOAD. , 
EXPRESS DEPARTMENT, I 

-----

5 
For .................................................................................... . 

This Stamp prepays charges 

on one Empty Egg Case 
or Butter Tub. 

·1 i BERVER & BIO &BARDE BAILBOAD. ~I 

51 
EXPRESS DEPABDIENT. 
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For ............................................... .. .................. ............. . 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
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DENVER & BIO GRANDE RAILROAD. 
EXPRESS D:!:PARTMENT, ----- -------/ 
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----------

For ............. . 

This Stamp prepays charges 
on one Empty Coop or 
Fruit Crate. 

NEWS MATTER STAMPS 

10 

Denver & Rio Grande Express issued specific stamps for prepaying 
delivery of newspaper and magazines. 

Th~ amp 11 iuue4 for Chargea °' H11apapm ad laguiua, 
At the rates and ,reights named, to any office of this Company in COiorado, Utah and 
New Mexico. Ir any package contains any other matter, or ia not JIii'' &ccordlnit to 
schedule, full cbargeil must be collected at dest1nat<n·1. 
Foa 2½ LBR. og L£!tll, @ IJ CTS. 
o,n2~ " TO 6 us,· 10 .. 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
NEWS MATTER STAMPS 

DENYER AND RIO GRANDE R'Y E 

.. Magazines, 
ice of this Company in Colorado, 1Jtah and 

tains any-other matter, or is not paid according to 
collected at destination. 

R 2 1 .! I.RS. OR LE-<l~, @ 5 CN, 

OHtR2~ " TO 5 LB'I," 10 '' 
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Thia Sbmp ia laaued for Chirges on Hewapapera and Magazines, 
At the rates ·and weights named, to any office of this Company in Coloruclo, 
Utah nnd New :Mexico. I f any packnge cont:iio~ any other mutter, or ii:1 uot 
paid accordiu g to schcdnle, fu ll charges m t»t be collected at deatination. 
F o R 2 \ 's LBS. OR L ESS, @ 5 eta. 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
NEWS MATTER STAMPS 

DENVER & RIO GRANDE RAILROAD. 
EXPRESPI DEPARTM E T. 

10 10 
Thia Su.mp ia 1111114 for Chugea 01 lnap,pen aud l,gumu, 

At the rateR and weights named, to any office of thl• Company In Colorado, 
Utuh and New Mexico. It any package contains nny other mat~er, or IH no\ 
paid according to echednle, full charges m ust be cnllccted a t deetmatlon. 
Foa 21/s LBS. OR LESS, @ 5 eta. 
0,ER2½ "To!">I.BB." 10" ~ 

" 5 " u 10 ,, " 15 " 
" 10 " " 15 " " 25 " 
u .5 u u ~ u ,, 35 " 
" 0 ,c "25 " " 45" # ' 

" 25 " "M> " "55 " }IASAOER OP EXPRS8 • 
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DENVER & RIO GRAN DE RAILROAD. 
EXPRE~F; DEP A.RTMENT. 

25 25 
Thia Sbmp is luue4 for Charges on He11paper1 and Kaguines, 

-";t the rates and weights named, to any office _of this Company in Colorndo, 
l:tnh nnd New :Alex1co. Ifnny package contnrne nny other mutter, o r i~ not 
paid accord, ug to sclledule, full charges must be collected a t destination. 
F,on 21,'s LR8. OR LESS,@ 5 r.ts. 
OYER 2½ " TO 5 1 ns. " 10 " 

" 5 " "10 " u 15" 
U ]0 U U 13 U H 25 U 

" .5 " "20 " ., 35 " 
U •X) H r( 25 '' U 45 Cl 

" 2.J " " 80 " ,, 5j " 
llANAGEn OF Exrnz s. 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
NEWS MATTER STAMPS 

PREPAID FOR 

14 LBS.I 
PREPAID NEWSPAPER SJAMP 

TO ALL POINTS RE.\.CIIED BY TlllS C0:\1-
PA~Y, .\:,.'D ON 1.-01,LQ\\"ING 

COND ITIO:-.S: . 
Jf the package lo ·which this Stan1p 1s affixed 

contain s anY other matter than NE~S~ 
PAPERS Or weighs 1nore than the hmtt 
re resente'd b ,· fac°e of Stan1p, the Con~pany 
re~en·e the rig"ht to charge full rateB without 
regard to Stan1ps affixed. 
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DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
FRANK E D ENVELOPE 

Around 1890, the Denver & Rio Grande Express issued franked 
stamped envelopes to carry letter mail over their lines. Ten used exam
ples of the frank are recorded by the United Postal Stationery Society 
in The Western Express Companies 1850-1890 (published 2013) . 
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DEN-001 - DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
BLACK FRANK ON US STAMPED ENVELOPE 

0311 : 2,; GREEN ON WHITE I UPSS 931-7 
BARRED ELLIPSE (3) DUPLEX CANCEL 

WITH DENVER, COLORADO CDS • OCTOBER 16, 1890 
WHITINSVILLE, MASSACHUSE=S RECEIVING CDS • OCTOBER 20, 1890 

WC #4141 

This cover includes a manuscript notation reading: "Hurried & 

crowded with business telegram secure date". 



DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 
DOCUMENTARY TAX STAMPS 

To fund the Spanish American War in 1898 , new docu
mentary taxes were issued. Some companies marked their 
documentary stamps with hands tamps. Denver & Rio Grande 
Express used several different overprint styles ·on their 
tax stamps. ~~f:1 )ft}\ fi1"""1-~ I 

Rl54: 1¢ GREEN 
RED OVERPRINT : LR. (TYPE B) 

WMK 1.91 - PERF 12 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G. EXP. 

'" / .1 

Rl63 Rl63 Rl63 
1¢ PALE BLUE (SHADE) 

WMK 191R - ROUL 5½ 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G. EXPRESS 

l¢~~f91lk ~ci~ltW,E) l¢~~f91lk~Jt~E) 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G. EXPRESS 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G. EXP. 

Rl63 
V. STRIP OF THREE 

1¢ PALE BLUE (SHADE) 
WMK 191R - ROUL 5½ 

PURPLE OVERPRINT 
D. & R. G. EXP. 
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Rl63 - VERT. PAIRS 
l¢~~f91lk~Jt~E) 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G. EXP. 

Rl63 
V. STRIP OF THREE 
l¢~~f91lk~~~E) 
PURPLE OVERPRINT 

D. & R. G . EXP. 
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