
DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
This New York City local post was created in 1879 by Geo...ge H. Douglas. Although it produced 

two distinct stamp designs, it is not likely that the post existed for long. ~er this post closed, the printer 

who created the stamps sold the impeef orate remainders to collectors. 

The .first stamp type featured the post's name in circular text over a 

lathework background. These are listed in pink and in blue, but shades vary 

ftom deep to pale. 

59L1 
GENUINE 

TYPE I 
1¢PINK 

ONWHITE 
PERFORATION 11 

59L2 
GENUINE 

TYPE I 
2¢BLUE 

ON WHITE 
PERFORATION 11 

59L2 
GENUINE 

TYPEI 
2¢BLUE 

ONWHITE 
IMPERFORATE 

VERTICAL PAIR 
PF CERT #536836 

The type 1 stamps are often cancelled with a purple handstamp that appears to have . a Janey 

vinework pattern. 

59L1 
GENUINE 

TYPE! 
PERFORATION 11 

1¢PINK 
ON WHITE 
CANCELED 

PURPLE VINE HANDSTAMP 

59L2 
GENUINE 

TYPE I 
PERFORATION 11 

2¢BLUE 
ON WHITE 
CANCELED 

PURPLE VINE HANDSTAMP 
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DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
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59L2 : GENUINE : TYPE I 

. ... 

2¢ BLUE ON WHITE - PERFORATION 11 
SHEET OF TWENTY -FIVE 
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DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
The second stamp design. included the post name in an oval vignette with a shield-shaped 

border. This stamp included the post's address at "251 Broadway" and a 1¢ value. 

These stamps are listed in four colors: vermilion, orange, blue, and slate blue. They are known 

impeeforate or peiforated at gauge 11, 12, or a combination. 

59L3 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

59L3 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢~~flN 1¢ J~1$UMfl N 

59L3A 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

lMPERFORATE 

l¢~1$UMfl PERFORATION 11 PERFORATIO 11 X 12 

59L4 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢0RANGE 
ON WHITE 

PERFORATION 11 X 12 

59L5 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 
1¢ BLUE 

ON WHITE 
PERFORATION 11½ 

59L6 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢ ~¼A$fifrf'EUE 
PERFORATION 12 

59L5 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 
1¢BLUE 

ONWHITE 
PERFORATION 12 

59L6A 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢ SLATE BLUE 
ONWHITE 

IMPERFORATE 

59L5A 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 
1¢BLUE 

ON WHITE 
IMPERFORATE 



DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
The type 11 stamps are also usually canceled in purple, hut tend to used cut cork-type killers 

rather than the more intricate handstamp found on type 1 stamps. 

59L3 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢ J~~ff;l~N 
PERFORATION 11 

CANCELED 
P U RPLE C IRCULAR GRID 

STAMP 

59L3A 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

1¢~1mfM~N 
IMPERFORATE 

CANCELED 
PURPLE CIRCLE OF 

WEDGES 

59L4 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 

!¢ORANGE 
ONWHITE 

PERFORATION 1l. X 12 
CANCELED 

PURPLE MANUSCRIPT 
MARKING 

59L5A 
GENUINE 
TYPE II 
1¢BLUE 

ONWHITE 
IMPERFORATE 

CANCELED 
BLUE CIRCLE 

Type 1 stamps were printed in sheets of twenty-five subjects. Type 11 stamps were printed in 

sheets of fifty. 

59L3A 
GENUINE - TYPE II 

1¢ VE~~k~~~~WHITE 
HORIZONTAL PAIR 
& BLOCK OF FOUR 

A 
GENUINE - TYPE II 
1¢ ~kU:iSS'~TE 
HORIZONTAL PAIR 
& BLOCK OF FOUR 
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DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 

59L3A : GENUINE : TYPE II 
1¢ VERMILION ON WHITE - IMPERFORATE 

SHEET OF FIFTY 
- PHOTOCOPY.,_REDUCED TO 50% -

SEE OVEKSIZED ALBUM 

59L5A : GENUINE : TYPE II 
1¢ BLUE ON WHITE - IMPERFORATE 

SHEET OF FIFTY 
• PHOTOCOPY.,_ REDUCED TO 50% -

SEE OVEKSIZED ALBUM 



DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 

T~~~ i ~¢fJ~o0~Wi'1JJf1 
GENUINE USE ON COVER 

PURPLE VINE HANDSTAMP CANCEL 

59L5 : lj!BLUE ON WHITE 
TYPE II - PERFORATION 12 

GENUINE USE ON COVER 
PURPLE CUT CORK CANCEL 



DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
Featured here is a.n advertising cover, with an all-over design on the reverse, lt was delivered. 

locally, and cancelled with Douglas's ornate, purple vine handstamp. 

RANCIS H LEGGETT & CO 

orting and Jobbing Grocers, 

97, 99 & 101 Reade St., 
NEW YORK 

P O Box 1313 

¥3M.it 1½¢ ?~~¥~J>l'Tm1J'½J 
GENUINE USE ON COVER 

PURPLE VINE HANDSTAMP CANCEL 

We keep a Complete Assortment of the 

ENTERP,RISE- r ANUFACTURING CO'S 000S. 
T~etJt COF.IlEE, DBUG an,d, SPICE MILLS in the M<l/rlzet. 

MEAS'C'BING FA 'C'C~'l'S, EWG-BOLE llOBZBS, 
'l'OllA~C O SELF•WZIG-Hm'G 

C'C''.l"!'E3S, 
SAD-mo~~, 

&le., &le. 

C:EEES!: 
Uf\,; l!:S, , 

~c., &le. 

PHOTOCOPY OF DESIGN ON C OVER REVERSE 



DOUGLAS CITY DESPATCH 
Featured below is an unlisted Douglas Gty Despatch type 11 stamp forgery. This example has 

been previously mounted and shows some damage. We have identified it as a Scott forgery, as it is based 

on the illustration in Scott publications from 1888 (including The Americanjoumal qf Pht!ately Volume l). 

FORGERY 
TYPE II 
SCOTT 

1¢BLACK 
ON CREAM 

(59L5) 

Douglas City Despatch. 
1879. 

SCOTT - ALBUM CUT 
TYPES I &II 

No other forgeries are recorded for this post. 


