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EAGLE CITY POST

A local post of Philadelphia, the Eagle City Post is believed to have been a joint venture for the

Adams & Co. company. It was origina[[y founded on William B. Stait, a former American Letter Mail Co.

employee, around 1845. Sanford and Shoemaker, Adam's partners in Philadelphia, joined with Stait and ran
this post from the Adams Express headquarters at 85 Chestnut St. (later 80 Chestnut St.).

The post was also known as Stait's Despatch,

It will :I::nng.‘,_l: ﬁ::.?;“l;?:ti.“semd m;' starting with a handstamp in 1850. 1t continued until

another part of our paper, that Stait & Co. have | af [east 1852 under that name.
sstablished the Eagle City Post and Telegraph
Message Delivery, at No. 80 Chesnut street, and
at all the Magnetic Telegraph offices. ‘This new
enterprise is hikely to prove of great public accom.| PEWSSHITPING

i THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
modation. DECEMBER 15, 1847

% z»i’ wﬂa@{/

RED EAGLE CITY POST HANDSTAMP (TYPE A)
GENUINE ON COVER
RED “3” NUMERAL HANDSTAMP
DOCKETED MARCH 2, 1846

The letter above was carried from Easton, Pennsylvania to Philadelphia - a distance of about 50
miles. 1846, the US post qﬁ{ce rate for distances under 300 miles was 5¢. The lack of government hand-
stamps on this cover indicates it was probab{y carried by Adams & Co. to Phi[ade[phia, were it was hand-
stamped and charged 3¢ for the local delivery fee by Eagle City Post. The letter discusses the enclosed money
being delivered and request for receipt.




EAGLE CITY POST

The letter below was carried from Macomb, Illinois to Philadelphia - a distance of more than goo
miles. n 1847, the US postal rate for distances over 300 miles was 10¢. Since there is are no US post office
markings, the letter was likely carried by Adams’ Express to Philadelphia, where it was delivered locally by

Eagle City Post. The “3” handstamp used on this cover indicates 3¢ paid to Eagle City Post.

RED EAGLE CITY POST HANDSTAMP (TYPE B)

GENUINE ON COVER
RED “3” NUMERAL HANDSTAMP
DOCKETED JULY 18, 1847

e e s oy = P Eagle City Post offered local delivery
TY POST AND TELEGRAPH

EAGLE CI NDPI‘IYERY’SO =
AMS' Package Express esnut street : ; .
A'l;'.:’l)a“ the .\lagnegu'c Telegraph offices. Constant special delivery service.
deliveries from sunrise to sunset. Farticular attention
given 10 the serving of letters, cltculau,bmd all com-

municativne, A special messenger can be obtoined at
any hour for a moderate compensation.

service for letters and circulars, as well as a

No connexion with Blood & Cb. Nivs CaaETIG
< 15 whn2inrp KTAIT & CO. THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

DECEMBER 15, 1847

PN W o o MO e BVa = MY i e W 2BV o

The circular on the following page was carried by Eagle City Post and is marked with the same hand-
stamps as the cover above. (Red Type B; numeral 3)
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EAGLE CITY POST

RED EAGLE (‘I'I‘Y POST HANDSTAMP (TYPM) - GENUINE ON CIRCULAR
DAM'S TELEGRAPH OFFICE - 3¢ - MA
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EAGLE CITY POST

The letter below was delivered locally by Eagle City Post via their special messenger service. 1t was

carried ﬁom Pottsville, Pennsy[vania to Philade[phia a[ong the Mill Creek Railroad in Febmary 1849. This
handstamp includes a 2¢ denomination.

! Y POST HANDSTAMP (TYP

WITH RED NUMERAL “2”
GENUINE ON COVER

DOCKETED FEBRUARY 13, 1849

S — . S———————— | |
THE EAGLE CITY POST,

{7~ WHOSE PRINCIPAL OFFICES are st Adams' Package |’
Express, House's Telegraph, the Western Telegraph, and 48 South
Third street, is pursuing the even tenor of its way without inflict- | }
ing a flood of advertisemenis upon the reading public. Pam or :
Uxrarm letters served faithfally by this post.

A strong force of earriers is being organised for the Valentine
season, to render gervice to the Saint and his devotees.

N. B.—A Special Messenger for City, State, or any part of the |
World, at half an hout’s notice. fi23—St] STAIT & CO.

W AR AS WRWSSvWR A VAW

RS S IR

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN
THE PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY DISPATCH
JANUARY 14, 1849




EAGLE CITY POST

The ﬁrst stamps of this post were a simple, circular design and are extreme[y rare (on{y four

examples are currently recorded). The second type of stamp issued used a sunburst/ray design with either 39
or 46 points.

61L1
PHOTOCOPY REFERENCE %
THE GOLDEN COLLECTION 6112 6112
SIEGEL SALE 817, LOT 1031 GENUINE GENUINE
TYPEI - 46 RAY TYPEII - 39 RAY
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON WHITE ON WHITE

K/:j';/ ; {/26‘ : 5 ._,‘./.»14/?

(s Cetithll ¥/

61L2 : 2¢ BLACK ON WHITE
TYPEII - 46 RAY
GENUINE ON COVER
MANUSCRIPT CANCELLATION
RED “PAID” HANDSTAMP
JANUARY 6, 1849 (DOCKETING)
PF# 490485




EAGLE CITY POST

The block of eighteen below is the largest known multiple of the Eagle City ray stamps, showing how
the two types (46-ray and 39-ray) were printed together in pairs, and how téte-béche pairs were created by
printing some pairs upside down within the sheet.

46 39 39
TYPE I TYPE II TYPE II
39 46 46
TYPE II TYPE I TYPE I
39 46 39
TYPE II TYPE I TYPE I
46 39 46
TYPE I TYPE II TYPE I
39 39 39
TYPE II TYPE II TYPE II
46 46 46
TYPE I TYPE I TYPE I

DIAGRAM OF BLOCK
SHOWING LOCATIONS OF STAMP TYPES
BLUE BORDER UP HT PAIR

RED BORDE TED PAIR BLOGE O TG
SHADED BACKGROUND = TEPE-B WITH THREE TETE-BECHE PAIR (61L24)

F CERT #0365827




EAGLE CITY POST

Forgery A is based on the illustrations published by Scott. Forgery E is based on the Scott forgery,

but the central numeral “80” and ornaments are removed and replaced with a simple “5” - the creator of this

forgevy is unknown. These forgeries always have 39 points around the circle.

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A

SCOTT SCOTT ___SCOTT i

TYPE II - 39 RAY TYPE II - 39 RAY TYPEII - 39 RAY_

2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ INTENSE BLACK

ON THICK WHITE ON THIN WHITE N THICK CREAM
(61L2) (61L2) (61L2)

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY E
SCOTT SCOTT (SCOTT INSPIRED)
TYPEII - 39 RAY TYPEII - 39 RAY TYPEII - 39 RAY
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ PURPLE
ON THIN BUFF ON GREEN SC ON WHITE
(61L2) (61L2) (61L2)

Hussey’s Eagle City Post forgeries always have 46 points around the circle.

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
TYPEII - 46 RAY
2{BLA(‘K
ON WHITE
(61L2)

FORGERY B - HUSSEY
TYPEI - 46 RAY : 2¢ BLACK ON WHITE : (61L2) : BLOCK OF TEN




EAGLE CITY POST

S.A. Taylor’s forgeries are printed with 39 points. They are known in many colors, and printed on a

wide variety of papers.

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 16
TYPE II - 39 RAY

Q&BLACR
ON WHITE
(61L2)
FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2
TX PEII - 39 RAY
2¢ ORANGE RED ON 2
VIOLET PI'\%()H LAID YE

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2
TYPEII - 39 RAY
2¢ ORANGE RED ON
X’L‘LLO(VV}%IéI )H LAID

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 16
TYPEI - 3 RAX

¢ BLA
ON LIGHT BLUE VIOLET sC
(61L2)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2

II - 39 RAY TYPEII - 39 RAY
ORANGE RED ON 2¢ ORANGE RED ON
LO\V(%}?I]J%E)N H LAID YELLOW GFEE’\T V LAID

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2
TYPEII - 39 RAY
2¢ ORANGE RED ON
YELLOWISH V LAID
(61L2)




EAGLE CITY POST

S PAl
</~ RAID*: A
= > 7‘8 .05 (2] 1S

2\ Aesmts\ RS

A

FORGERY C
TA\ LOR FOR\i AA"

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FOR\I AA'.’.
TYPE II -
2¢ RED ORA\’GE
ON YELLOWISH
(61L2)

:Ze ORA\ GE RED
ON WHITE I
(61L2) (61L2)

FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA2 TAYLOR FORM AA2
TYPE II_- 39 RAY TYPE II - 39 RAY

'}5 "¢ BRIGHT RED
ON YELLOWISH ON YELLOWISH
(61L2) (61L2)

FORGERY C
TA XLOR
TYPEII - 3O R

2¢ SALMON O\'
YELLOWISH
(61L2)

LIGHT ORANGE
L2) (61L2)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR

L TYPE II - 39 RAY

2¢ BLACK O] 2¢ GRAY

WHITE V LAID YELLO“ ISH V LAID
(61L2) (61L2)




EAGLE CITY POST

Around 1850, Eag(e C'Lty Post issued small, square stamps that are similar in appearance to the small
type Blood’s Despatch stamps.
Due to slight variations, the small Eagle City Post stamps, in red and blue, can be identified by plate

positions. Five position types are known.

61L3 61L3
GENUINE GENUINE
POSITION'1 POSITION 2
¢ RED 1¢ RED
ON'WHITE ON WHITE

61L4 61L4 6114 6114
GENUINE GENUINE GENUINE GENUINE
POSITION 1 POSITION 3 POSITIO\' 4 POSITION 5
1¢ BLUE 1¢ BLUE 1¢ BLUE ,13 BLUE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE

PF CERT #536837

Fakes of the small Eagle City Post stamps were printed by several forgers. ].W. Scott was responsible
for Forgery A which is identified by its rounded “0” in “POST” and the long thin apostrophe after “Adams”.

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
SCOTT SCOTT CcOTT SCOTT
1¢ RED (SHADE) 1¢ RED (SHADE) 1¢ RED (SHADE) 1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE ON THIN WHITE ON CREAM
(61L3) (61L3) (61L3) (61L3)

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGER& A
SCOTT SCOTT SCOTT
1¢ BLUE (SHADE) 1¢ BLUE (SHADE) 1¢ BLUE (SHADE)

ON THICK WHITE ON THICK WHITE ON THIN VVI-IITE
(61L4) (611L.4) (6




EAGLE CITY POST

The Eagle City Post small stamp counterfeit known as “forgery B” and its variations are attributed to

George Hussey.

FORGERY B

1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE
(61L3)

& PAID

‘16[,1; f\)*'q
|4DAMS :xppzss'
-1-\'145;\<:L.1

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE
(611L4)

FORGERY B

H
1¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON T}»IJN \V)HITE

v

|
(i

P
ADAMS EXPRESS

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON MEDIUM WHITE
(61L3)

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON I\IEPIU‘W )VVHITE

\\JM;\ o ;Fxl ‘

FORGERY B FORGERY B
HUSSEY HU:

SSEY
1¢ BLUE (SHADE) g BLUE (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE ON MEDIUM WHITE
(61L4) (61L4)

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ BLUE (SHADE) ON THIN WHITE
HORIZONTA(%ISEBIP OF FOUR

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON NIEP611L£\I WHITE

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON LIEDILWI WHITE
(611L4)

FORGERY B
HUSSEY
1¢ BLACK (SHADE)

ON THIN WHITE
(61L4)

A variation to forgery B, the bottom of the second “¢” in “express” on forgery Bi has a slight

downward slant. Below are two examples of this variation.

In addition, the third and fourth examp[es below represent a ﬁtrthev variation - the second “s” in

“express” has been re-cut/re-drawn.

~ PAID
J"OLI;N
ABAM%EXPRESE

l and48So. Srd

FORGERY B1
HUSSEY
1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE
(61L3)

FORGERY B1 FORGERY Bl VAR
HUSSEY HUSSEY
1¢ BLUE (SHADE) 1¢ RED (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE ON THICK WHITE
(61L4) (61L3)

FORGERY Bl VAR
USSEY

H E
1¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON THICK WHITE
(61L4)




EAGLE CITY POST

Forgery C was printed by S. A. Taylor. This fake includes a thin rectangular border around the
design. 1t was probably based on the illustration in Moen’s catalogue, which was printed within a similar

border.

~PAID
‘b"l?m_ 205‘

ADAMS EXFRESS
(2nd4380.3 Td‘,,r‘

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
IKGREEN
ON WHITE
(611L4)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ BLACK
ON GRAY GREEN
(61L4)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR FORM 4
¢ BLACK
ON ORA\G_;‘E BUFF

2 SPAID )
l 4’”LEP(!S«’

AOAMS EXPRESS |
\\iufjéﬁv Jrde

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 7
1¢ BISTRE BROWN

ON WHITE
(61L3)

(@ PAID —)
J61gp Pos‘

ADAMS EXPRES\
{aud 48803 rde

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ PALE PURPLE
ON WHITE
(611L4)

|

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ GREEN
ON \VI({I}‘IE;J H LAID

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM
1¢ BLACKISH BRO\VN
ON W HéTIIiLH LAID

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 7
1¢ BROWN
ON ORANGE SC
(61L3)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ BLACK
ON VIOLET BLUE
(61L4)

|€ ~PAID —
‘QCLE 205&

RDAMS EXFRESS

and43S80.3rd,

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ PALE PURPLE
ON WHITE H LAID
(61L4)

(2 PRID — )
| ereposS7|
1RDAM) E\FFE:‘

{ and438

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 4
1¢ BLACKISH BROWN
ON WHITE V LAID
(61L4)

FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FOR’\I 7
1l¢ BROW

ON GRAY BROWN SC
(61L3)




EAGLE CITY POST

PAID —
. 461’.9‘ POS

| ‘RDAMS E‘(PRES"
\dud‘l%Sourdu

FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FOR\I 8 TAYLOR - FORM 8
1¢ YELLOW 1¢ PURPLE
ON WHITE O‘\' WHITE
(61L3) (61L4)

FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 8 TAYLOR - FORM 8
1 J 1¢ YELLOW
ON YELLOW ON P}Llif)’LE

FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR FORM 11 TAYLOR FORM 11
¢ BLUE BLUE
ON WHITE ON PINK V LAID
(611L4) (61L4)
ADAMS EXPRESS
and43Sedrde
FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM AA1l TAYLOR - FORM AA11l TAYLOR - FORM AA11l
1¢ RED ORANGE 1l¢ BROWN 1¢ CHOCOLATE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
(61L3) (61L4) (61L4)
<PRID 7.
eAGLE 305«/
| SAMS EXPRE<S1
sd43Se3rde)
FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR TAYLOR
1¢ BLUE (SHADE) 1¢ LIGHT BLUE (SHADE)
ON WHITE ON WHITE
(61L4) (61L4) (61L3)




EAGLE CITY POST

Forgery F is a modern forgery, attributed to Stirling.

(>~PRID —<|
%4615 pos’!

T

_ADAMS EXPRESS |

FORGERY F
STIRLING

1¢ RED ON
LIGH'% YELLOW SC
(61L3)

FORGERY F
S’IiIRLING

¢ RED
ON BUFF
(61L3)

FORGERY F
STIRLING
ll_i RED ON
DULL YELLOW SC
(61L3)

FORGERY F
STIRLING
1¢ RED
ON PINK
(81L3)




EAGLE CITY POST

A bogus stamp design using the Eagle City Post name is known in 1¢ and 2¢ values. These bogus

stamps bear no resemblance to any of the or[gina[ Eag[e City Post stamps, and appear to be modern

creations.

S o e 6

B()(rUS 1

¢ BLACK
ON LIGIIT BLUE SC
PERFORATED

BOGUS 1
1¢ BLACK ON
LIGHT BL L'E SC
IMPERFORATE PAIR

BOGUS 1
le BRON ZE
ON BRIGHT NAVY SC
DOU BLE PRINTI\ G ERROR

BOGUS 2
e SILVER ON
GREEN SC

BRIGHT GREEN SC

BOGUS 2
2¢ SILVER ON

P N

BOGUS 2

2¢ BLACK ON
BRIGHT GREEN SC

BOGUS 2
2¢ BLACK
()‘\ RED SC

2¢ RLD BRO\(‘ N

BOGUS 2
2¢ RED
ON PINK SC

brdusadeiulututatatsl
g EAGLE CITY
& TW3 CENTS

PRE-PAID

COLLORND

BOGUS 2
2¢ RED BROWN
ON PINK SC

BO(y[ S2
2¢ RED BROWN
ON YELLOW SC

BO(‘( S2
2¢ SILVER
ON \ELL()“ sC

BOGUS 2

2¢ SILVER
ON BLACK SC
PERFORATED




EAGLE CITY POST

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
2¢ SILVER ON 2¢ BLACK ON
BRIGHT GREEN SC BRIGHT GREEN SC
VERTICAL PAIR VERTICAL PAIR

BOGUS 2
2¢ RED BROWN
ON RED SC
VERTICAL PAIR

BOGUS 2
2§SILVER ON GREEN SC
LOCK OF FOURTEEN

BOGUS 2
2¢ SILVER ON BLACK SC
HORIZONTAL PAIR




EAGLE CITY POST

Eagle City Post printed small advertising labels to affix to letters and packages passing through their
office. Somewhat similar to the advertising labels printed by Blood’s Despatch, these adhesive labels were
brightly colored rectangles created to encourage further use of their service; they did not provide any
payment toward delivery.

Three types of label can be identified, although they all use the same message. The first type is easily
recogn[zed loy its smaller font size. The second and third types are more similar and were printed together on

the same p(ate. They are dﬁerentiated fay variations in the frame and the inclusion of a period %ﬁer
“Company”.

A AN AN A AL

S

¢

“EAGLE CITY POST.”
Letters, &c. served four times
daily, from Adams’ Express, 80
Chestnut Street, Ly the proprietor,
formerly of the American . Mail
Company.

A P I NI

ANA AN AN
“EAGLE CITY POST.”

Letters, &c. served four times

daily, from Adams’ Express, 80

AN AN AN AN
“EAGLE CITY POST.”
Letters, &c. served four times
daily, from Adams' Express, 80
Chestnut St., by the proprietor,
formerly of the American Mail
Company
PUCTITL YN

Chestnut St., by the proprietor,

formerly of the American Mail
4 Company. g
3 YT AN AN S

LABEL 1
GENUINE
SMALL FONT

LABEL 2
GENUINE
WITH PERIOD

LABEL 3
GENUINE
WITHOUT PERIOD

o,
“EAGLE
Letters, .

gm ut St., by

Xp)
formerly of th, An
¢ Compau)y 2 S

INDANAAA A
CIY POST-

AN AANANANA AN AN
“EAGLE CITY POST.”
Letters, &c. served four times
daily, from Adams’ 80
Chestnut St., by the proprietor,
formerly of the American Mail
Company.

A AN AN~ 2

4% AASANANAAA,
GLE CITY PosTr ] o
<
1 Ada; =
St., by the pro s
R roprietor,
mpnn)y.m the American Mail' $ DB A NN S A
e e “EAGLE CITY POST.”
AT Letters, &ec. s‘v.’rvedf(mr times
daily, from Adams’ Express, 80
Chestnut St., by the proprietor,
formerly of the American Mail
Company.

A A NSNS A A,

AANANANANANAAANAAN,
“EAGLE CITY POST.” ¢
Letters, &c. served four times
daily, from Adams’ Express, 80

A A A A A AT A AN A

*Xuedwoyy §
1B NROLISMY AT} JO A[IauLIo]
“yojaradord o £q g mumsan)) §
08 ‘ssexdxy] swepy moly ‘Liep 2
SOUIY 470 f PIALSS "D ‘BIDIT 3

L IS0d XLID WDV
ANAALSAAANS AT

VT

Lunduog )
AKromao;

AR ANAANAAA A AN

IR UBOLSWY o) J0
‘Jojaradoad a1y Lq “Iganaisany
08 ‘ssoxdxpy swwp v woiy ‘Anep
SO 4120/ PIATIS D%y ‘BI0IOT
SIS0d XLIO ATHY I
AN

AL

LABELS3&2 | 2&3
TWO TETE-BECHE PAIR

Chestnut St., by the proprietor,
formerly of the American Mail
Company

AAAAANNNADDAANNANAS
“EAGLE OITY POST.”
Letters, &c. served four times
daily, from Adams’ ress, 80
Chestnut St., by the proprietor,
formerly of the American Mail
Company.

LABELS2,2,3, &2
VERTICAL STRIP OF FOUR




EAGLE CITY POST

This variation on label 1 is missing the “r” in “formerly” (fifth line).

ARG s T G A e Sk D A
- “EAGLE CITY POST." Ni

Letters, &o. served four times |
daily, from Adams’ oress, 80
! Chestnut Btreet, by the
fo merly of the American B

Company. d
AP P AP AP PN

LABEL 1VAR
SMALL FONT

Several Eagle City labels were produced as forgeries. These labels are listed as “Label 4”, “Labels 4A”,
and “Label 5.

“EAGLE CITY POST”
Letters, &c.served four
m Adams

ress,80

LABEL 4A LABEL 4A LABEL 4A LABEL 4A
FORGERY FORGERY FORGERY FORGERY

Featured below are unlisted labels using the Eagle City Post name and style.

UNLISTED LABEL UNLISTED LABEL UNLISTED LABEL
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