
eastern express company

Express company labels are identified with permission by their Mosher Catalog numbers.



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
COMPANY HISTORY 
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The Eastern Express Company 
was formed in May, 1857 by the 
merger of three existing express 
companies : Hodgman , Carr & Co. ; 
Carpenter & Co. ; and Winslow & Co . 
The express carried mail and 
parcels between cities and towns 
in New England and into Canada, 
with a majority of business 
between Boston and Maine. It was 
absorbed by the American Express 
Company in 1879 . 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN 
THE BOSTONTRA VELER . MAY 2, 1857 

E XPRESS LAB E L S 

The Eastern Express Company used a variety of different labels. 
The following examples are of the same style , EASX- LS . These are print­
ed in black on orange rectangular labels . The first three lines read 
"FORWARDED BY / Eastern Express Co . / FROM" . On the fourth line, the 
town or city name is printed . City and town names were printed in 
different font types . 

EASX-L5 : ALFRED 
BLACK O N O RANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L5 : CENTRE WATERBORO 
BLACK ON ORA GE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L5 : BUXTON CENTRE 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L5 : FRYEBURG 
BLACK ON ORA GE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 

EASX-L5 : HIRAM 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L5 : SOUTH WATERBORO 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L5 : SACCARAPPA 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L5 : S. WINDHAM 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L5 : W BALDWIN 
BLACK ON ORA GE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L5 : THOMASTON 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L15: A diamond-shaped label with a double straight-line 
border and six lines of black text on an orange background. 

EASX-L15 : AUGUSTA 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX- L17 : Small , rectangular labels with a straight line border 
four different colors . These labels 
read "EASTERN EXPRESS CO. / 35 COURT 

in 

SQUARE , / BOSTON ." 
The 35 Court Square address 

implies these labels were used prior 
to 1865, when the company changed 

Eastern_ J!lxpress Co. 

address . 

1H WA9JlmGTOB', •· WATD ST. 
Beaoved h• U c..rt -.aue. . 

1114' Eutern ExJ!ft\11 Company ._ff NaOTtd lo IWr aew 
baihllq at &lie- ot Wllllliqlua ull l\'Ul!r 611., •-­
they ouotiuue to fflll!!Ye Ex~ bual- · for Uie S.... 111 
Mame and t.be Brllllb J'roYln-. · 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED I N 
SNOW'S PATHFINDER RAILWAY GUIDE 

BOSTO , APRIL 22, 1865 

They talct> bO risk of Joa, 011.--.,11!1 · hi tb,ir ebulll. 1'Y 
IN or tilt' pc'l'llll or MYl&&tioa, ot .. furwar4lac beyON tWr 
OWII Nllte. " 

~. B. H,\l,J., ...... 

EASX-L17 
BLACK ON 

SLATE BLUE 
IMPERFORATE 

EASX-Ll7 
BLACKO 

A Q UA 
l £PERFORATE 

EASX- L l 7 
BLACK O 

GREEN (SHADE) 
IMPERFORATE 

EASX-Ll7 
BLACK ON 

ROSE 
lMPERFORATE 

EASX- Ll7 
BLACK ON 

GREEN (SHADE) 
IMPERFORATE 

Forgeries of these stamps (or the following, similar EASX-L20) are 
known . These forgeries are printed with the same text in the same 
colors , but with different spacing and font . 

FORGERY 
IEASX-L501 
BLACKO 

L IGHT GRAY 
IMPERFORATE 

FORGERY 
I EASX-L50 1 
BLACKO 

SLATE BLUE 
IMPERFORATE 

FORGERY 
I EASX -L50 l 

GOLD ON 
BLACK SC 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 

EASX-L20: 
border. 
address. 

Four 
Small, 
lines 

EXPRESS LABELS 

rectangular label with a 
of text listing the "35 

EASX-L20 
GOLD ON BLACK 

IMPERFOR.ATE 

thin, 
Court 

straight line 
Square" Boston 

Although the Eastern Express Co. label affixed to the cover below 
is a genuine example, it probably did not originate on this cover, but 
was likely added by a philatelist sometime later. The label is placed 
over a red, ringed circle cancel used by the Boston City Post Carrier. 
The carrier stamps was probably removed and replaced with the Eastern 
Express label. 

EASX-L20 : GOLD ON BLACK 
oVER REDo~Wo't\~ ~~lfE cA cEL 

11 : 3¢ DULL RED U85U 
BLACK.z_. "PAID" 6-BAR CIRCLE CANCEL 

R.ll.D BOSTON CDS - APRIL 8 

• 



EASTERN EXPRESS C1OMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

The cover below was carried within Boston by the Eastern Express Co. It was delivered to C. T. & 

T.H. Russell, Counsellors at Law, and probably contained the sum of cash listed on its face ($965 . 68). 

tJ/J;/i 

~-,,ef.~tY-~-;m:/~ 

~~JJ~ .... 
ft~.{ 

~ G, -"'L-~~J ...:a.-::C ~,..._ 

d c?-d- Cc~ 

·' ,,,,_?h~ 

EASX-L20 : GOLD ON BLACH: 
USED ON COVER 

~ 
~ 
~~ 

J 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L22: Small, squarish label with a thin, straight line border. 
Four lines of text listing the "124 Washington St." Boston address. 

EASX-L22 
GOLD ON BLACK 

IMPERFORATE 

The cover below was carried to Boston "Ex.press paid" with an 
Eastern Express Co. label. The letter was mailed in a 3¢ stamped enve­
lope, but there are no postmarkings to indicate that the cover was ever 
carried through the US mails. 

EASX-L22 : GOLD ON BLACK 
MAILED ON COVER 

U53 : 3¢ PINK ON WHITE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

/J7 ~&.- -¥~ , 7~ / J ~ 

This cover was 
carried by the Eastern 
Express Co. to Captain 
George Sylvester. It 
is addressed in care of 
William McKenzie, a 
fish merchant in 
Gloucester. A notation 
on the envelope reads 
"By Express Due 15 
c~nts". 

The original 
letter is included. It 
discusses a suggested 
route for Sylvester to 
travel home. 

6~ 4f;~r. l,, ~t/Ahl,;:; 
I 4~£Z cf ' . 

.1 ~ r:,0./- 1,1t , tfe~ r · 

EASX-L22 
GOLD ON BLACK 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
E XPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L24 : Long, thin rectangular label with a thin line border, 
looped at each corner . Two lines of text listing a "51 Devonshire St.u 
Boston address. Known used on a November , 1869 cover . 

EASX-L24 
G OLD ON BLUE 

IMPERFORATE 

The cover below was carried by Eastern Express Co . The cover is 
sealed on the reverse with five wax seals bearing an Eastern Express Co. 
imprint . 

it. ~. ~tns ion ~ g.cnr 
BANGOR, JJIA.INE. 

GIDEON MAYO, 

EASX-L24: GOLD ON BLUE 
USED O N COVER 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L30: Large, rectangular label with a double straight line 
border. Four lines of text reading "EASTERN / EXPTRESS CO. / FROM 
BOSTON. / OFFICE, 124 WASHINGTON STREET." "Eastern Express Co." printed 
in a decorative, wavy font with ornamental dots in the middle of each 
letter. 

EASX-L30 
BLACK ON ORA GE 

IMPERFORATE 

The decorative "Eastern Express Co." font type logo used on this 
label was also used on the following labels. 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L32: Large, rectangular label with a double, straight line, 
thick/thin border. Five lines of text reading "EASTERN/ EXPRESS CO. / 
FROM I State of Maine/ Office, 51 Devonshire Street, Boston." 

EASX-L32 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L34: Large, rectangular label with a double, straight 
line, thick/thin border. Four lines of text reading "EASTERN/ EXPRESS 
CO. I FROM [place name] / Office, 51 Devonshire Street, Boston." 

This label design was used by different towns and cities. These 
place names were printed in different font types. 

EASX-L34 : BATH 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

lMPEKlfOKATE 

EASX-L34: AUGUSTA 
BLACK ON ORANGE 
IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX-L34 : BIDDEFORD 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L34 : BOSTON 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

1J;ASX-L34: l:HtUNSWlCK 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 

EASX-L34 : SACO 
BLACK ON ORANGE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

ll:ASX-L34 : Lll;WISTON 
BLACK ON ORA GE 

IMPERFORATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPRESS LABELS 

EASX- L36 : Very large , r ectangular label wi t h a double , straight 
line , thick/thin border . Four l i n es of text r ead ing " EASTERN / EXPRESS 
CO . / FROM PORTLAND . / OFFI CE, ATHENlEUM BUILDING , PLUM STREET." 

Ex1,1·ess Co. 
Our Lines cover nll tho Rnil Road nnd 

Stoam Boat, Routes between Doaton 
nn;t 1111 points in tho State of 

In 1uld 
PortlMtl 
CARSb 
parecl to 
trelstbt R 

lleMC 
aecnrlt.y 
each tnll 
tlU'O, M 
ulmoAtp 
trau,tcd t 

Expre 
StRtlons 
toBn to 

l"o>r all 
P. }I. 

Thro 
Red C 

For 8 
Ce■1ra 

j'"r 
Fol' 8 

Portln 
For A 

P. M. 
For S 

ftl\cbcato 
1·01" p 

er ClT'i 
anrl Fri 

t'pr i\l 
da1•an•l 

For SI 

Maino nnd tho Provinces. 

-'"' NE\\ , 'Wtftnesd11y amt Frltlay, 4 o clock P. lt. 
Office, Atllcnreum B11lldlng, Plum 

Street. 
septlt-d3m 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED I 
DAILY EAS TERN A RGUS, PORTLAND, MAINE 
NO V:EMll:En. 1,1,, 1868 

EAS X-L36 
BLACK O N ORANGE 

IMPERFO RATE 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MANUSCRIPT COVER 

The cover below was carried, along with one box of merchandise 
("Mdses") from the drug and fancy good store of W.L. Alden & Co. in 
Bangor to George W. Smith in Mattawamkeag, Maine. No label is affixed 
to the cover itself, but it is marked with manuscript instructions "per 
E. Express" - a label was probably affixed to the box of merchandise it 
was delivered with. 

( 

STAMPLESS COVER 
" WITH MDSE, PERE. EXPR/fiS,.<; 1 BOX' 

l3Ll.J'E COMPANY CDS 
W.L ALDEN & CO. MAY 23, 1875 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE RECEIPT 

The Eastern Express Company provided receipts for money delivered 
over their lines. These receipts kept records for the express and 
served as a form of insurance for the sender. Different designs were 
used throughout their operation. 

EASTERN EXPRESS RECEIPT 
BLACK ON WHITE : $26.70 

OFFICE RAIL ROAD EXCHANGE, COURT SQUARE, BOSTON 
AUGUST 23, 1860 

The example above uses a design with the names Winslow & Co., 
Carpenter & Co., and Hodgman & Co. - the three companies that combined 
to form Eastern Express Co. - at the left. It has a printed "185_" year 
on the dateline, though the design was used into the 1860s, as evidenced 
by the manuscript "6" written over the "5". 

New designs would be made for changes to year, office address, and 
the inclusion of additional text. 
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~i th #'adltm f!amu:11,1 <?iomt,any, 

EASTERN EX·P'R:Ess COMPANY. 

o " / 7 CL ./ 'J 
..... ,/ .. d.3.. .... -✓ cY oo. 

~Biticd·;vttl 1lf 

-ltz,,f'I, ~~~ 

\\hlch·the }:astern Ex~re ... s Comoa-tl)· !).gfeo to forward a~1d tleli_,·er nt tlcrtination, if ,~ithin their rout_t', 11.nd if not, to delivt.~ to the eonnecting }~xpr~~s, 
St:iKc or other means ot conYt•y:~t tho most convcu1ent pomt; n.ml to be respom11hle for such dchvery to the amount of I1fty Dol1ars only. unless value 
i~ Ma1ctl above. lt i:-1 furt.l11•r ngl'ee<l that they tihnll ~ot be liel<l reHJ)OHtiiLle for any l<>t,s occasioned by Fire, or the da.ngen of Railroad, Steam or River 
Na"i"ntion , or for tl10 ln·cn.kn:;e of 5:'hu1R or other fragile good.◄. 

FOR THE EASTERN EXPRESS CO., 
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EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
EXPR ESS LABELS 

~RR.ii~#~ 
..... 18(1/ 

mivti of@!.!:? ~ 
. o/& rn 

, ... ,,., .. .. , ...•. .... = ..... ... ..... .. t.R..~ ..... .. ...... ~ ... , . 

, .... , .. . , ... ..... . .. . -... , .... ,,..~ ... ~ .. vU--17/~ 
m1ieh thr Ea,t<'rn Expr<'SS Company agrE'e to forward and <'lcliver htdl"estinat,i6;{, if with.in their route , and if 
not, to <l r livr r to th <' connl'ding Express , St:1ge or other m<•an~uvcyanc<(/'ut the most convenient point; 
nncl to h r r r, pomiblr for , m•h (kli\'cr y to the nmount of Fifty Dollars only, unle~s vnlue is stntC'cl above. It is 
fm·th <' r ugrr('(l that th r y ~hall not he hr](! r eRponsible for any loss oc<·nsionecl by !<'ire, or the dangers of Rail­
road , Str um or Hivl'r N ,n igation , or fo r tlw IH·(•nkagP of glass· or of hPt:):q1gile goods. 

FOR THE EASTERN EXPRESS COMP ANY, 

EASTERN EXPRESS RECEIPT 
BLACK ON WHITE : $85.38 

OFFIOE 124 WASHINGTON ST. BOSTON 
FEBRUARY 5, 1867 

... 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

B IPRESS MP ,. 
OFVICB, RAIL ROAD 35 COUil~r SQUARE, BOSTO:'{. 

£ront........ / ' , 

~o.dlan~, 

~i or. 2.f-•··•·•· ·-··· ') 
. :j?/1 .3 

It.darn Reeeipt in this Enrelope. 

1/·· 
Expense 

.... 18//J Charrrs 

PrtpnicL. .. 

./.C3 
~c/-:-

11~---
EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 

OFFICE: RAILROAD EXOHANGE.,_,35 COURT SQUARE, BOSTON 
BLACK·ON ORANu-E LAID: $90.73 

PORTLAND TO BOSTON 
JUNE 27, 1860 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

EASTEBN,_EXPRESS COMPANY; 
OFFICE, . RAIL RQAD EXCHANGE, 35 COURT. SQUARE, llOSTON. 

Jront·~<. E1pense ................................ . 

•A \:tltl)'j\''I" CJ_ ~ ~ 186: 1 tharges ................................. ~ 
·unz,.u-1- t -~<. .. ~/.. .. £..................... '/ 

/7} p Prepaid ...... . 

lar.cT[/~~~~ 
·····································tl .............. ~ ............... f-G 

letwrn Receipt in this Envelope. , . ____ qi!_~--; ________ _ 
,, 

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
OFFIC!E: RAIL ROAD EXCHANG~.,_35 C()URT SQUARE, BOSTON 

BLACK ON BuJ<·F: $163.18 
BANGOR TO BOS'JI'ON 
DECEMBER 18, 1861 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
l\fONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY, 
~@~tQR~ ltatQ Qf M~i RQ~ ~ad B1ril:ti~h P~QWiR~Q~~ 

OFFICE IN BOSTON, 124 WASHINGTON, CORNER WATER STREET. 

1 ······~······ 

~to,n ... 

~rn ... /..~.<4 . ..f .... A .. l ... .................. ,. 

.. ~S--v v o 

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
OFFICE: 124 WASHINGTONJ..CORNER WATER STREET 

BLACK ON .tsUFF: fH75 
WATERVILLE TO HOULTON 

DECEMBER 14, 1866 

Expense, 

Charges, 
• 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

r-

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY, 
BJQ~tQa~ ~t~t@ Qf H~ia@~ ~•cl B~tttM P~Q-Wi,D,Qe~~ 

·-

OFFICE IN BOS~ "'.'ASHINGTON. COHNER WATER STREET. 

·········~···--·' ·····-············-·-····-···············-············· ······················ 

~ / ~-·-·········£,✓-~_ ........ ~~~rg:, .. 
rwn, .~. ·····················••··~··········································· "IJM ,,,CJ ?#, ~ ··················-··-·~~---

~J •. .... .. ....•....... ~ ..... l/;969. 

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
OFFICE: 124 WASHINGTO~ 90RNER WATER STREET 

BLACK ON 0.KA.NGE : $1000 
BANGOR TO HOULTON 

MARCH 30, 1868 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

The envelope below was sent from Boston, Massachusetts to North 
Waterford, Maine via Portland. When the recipient, Nathan C. Brackett, 
received the $1000, they returned the envelope with the enclosed hand­
written receipt. 

According to the docketing, the envelope took five days to travel 
between Boston and North Waterford. 

(7)EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY. 
~Q~tQ•~ lt~t~ Q>f B~i•~~ &acl ~riti~ll PJ!lQ-WlB.~QI 

OFFICE IN BOSTON, 5~ D2'\'0NSHIRE STREET, CORNER SPRING LANE. 

EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
OFFICE: 51 DEVONSHIRE STREET, CORNER SPRING LANE 

BLACK ON ORANGE : $1000 
:POSTO~ TO 'O§tlk'W-lR~lf!M"IA l'ORTl..A@) 

WITH ENCLOSED MANUSCRIPT RECEIPT 



EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY 
MONEY PACKAGE ENVELOPE 

(7)EASTERN EXPRESS COMPANY. i 
BQ~ton~ lt~tQ Qf BfllflllQ'> aadl D~itit~ll P~QWfae•~~ 

OFFICE IN BOSTON, 51 DEVo:r.;. aHIRE S'l'REET, CORNER SPRING LANE. 

I---~ Expense,_ 
~tiic).·················--- - ·················· ········ ....... .. Charges,_ -

·•-•· ..................................................... ------- ..................................................... ....... ... .. ............. ···-·········· ....... . 

"7r.. 
~li,o,nt,. _ ___ --···· -···· --

--------------- - .... ·····--····· ------- --- - -

L =: .. . . -~-. . ···=~· =-·· 
... 1871. 

EASTER.N EXPRESS COMPANY 
OFFICE: 51 DEVONSHIRE STREET, CORNER SPRING LANE 

BLAOK ON ORANGE : UNUSED 
TO ---1·s71 __ _ 
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