
fears & bray's express



FEARS & BRAY1S EXPRESS 
COMPANY HISTORY 

Fears & Bray's Rockport & Pigeon Cove Express was a regional parcel express company located 

in Massachusetts. Samuel Fears started the express as "Parsons and Fears" in the 1860s, but partnered 

with lsaac Bray around 1873 to form Fears & Bray's. The company operated into the 1890s. 

EXPRESS LABELS 

Six d~erent types of Fears & Bray's Express labels are recorded. The first two types are similar in 

design, with a rectangu.lar, double line border around the same text. The first, · used around 1879, was 

known used on merchandise orders. lt is imperf orate. The second type is rouletted horizontally in black. 

F&BX-L1 
BLACK ON GREEN SC 

IMPERFORATE 

F&BX-L2 
BLACK ON ORANGE SC 

H ROULETTE25 

The third type ef label uses an octagonal _frame design and is known in four colors. These labels 

are known used in 1884. 

FORWARDED BY ] 

FEARS & BRAY'S 
!Rockport~Pi[co~n Cove I EXPRESS, 
~82 Court Square, 
.. ~OSTQN 

F&BX-L3 
BLACK ON GREEN SC 

IMPERFORATE 

F&BX-L3 
BLACK ON ORANGE SC 

IMPERFORATE 



FEARS & BRAY'S EXPRESS 
EXPRESS LABELS 

The third type of label uses an octagonal .frame design and is known in four colors. These labels are known 

used in 1884. 

F&BX-L3 
BLACK ON YELLOW 

IMPERFORATE 

F&BX-L3 
BLACK ON LA VEND ER 

IMPERFORATE 

From at least 1887 on, three other label types were used. These labels had simple rectangular 

designs similar to the earlier labels, but larger. They were all printed in black on orange, but dgfered in 

their text font and address. 



FEARS & BRAYjS EXPRESS 
EXPRESS COVER 

The cover below was carried by Fears & Brays Express along with a shipment of .fishing hooks 
·and lines. lt is marked with. an. octagonal company hand.stamp. 
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F&BX 
HANDSTAMPON COVER 
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