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HACKETT'S CITY POST

Stamps for this bogus post were ﬁrst recorded in 1865. This ear[y record of the stamps describes
them as “oblong” - a design that doesn’t match with any of the boguses currently known. Supposedly these

stamps were sold in England as a genuine local

pOSt iuGr corn LS IGera ARl
An Amvrnnn t'urrv-pumh‘nt M’ll!l\ us a

description of an undeseribed local United

LIP FROM State e P
THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGASINE States, which he describes - l’l”_’ 185
FEBRUARY 1, 1865 containing the words HACKETT'S Criy Ppost,

value 2 cents, printed in six different colours.’
We thought the use of all locals had been
In 1866 S. Allan Taylor published an lately abolished in the States. Whence and
what are these then 7 And where have these
‘ beauties in the wood * been so long sleeping ?

-

article in his Stamp Collector’s Record accusing a
Montreal stamp dealer, Hugh Becket, of creating

the stamps and selling them overseas.

Although he vocally accused Becket of producing the forgeries, at least two of the bogus designs were
printed by Taylor.

The ﬁrst Tay[or design featured here is bordered by a rounded rectang[e, with decorative spira[s.
These fantasies are listed by Springer and Lyons - both listing numbers are included here.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
SPRINGER'S TYPE IV SPRINGER’S TYPE IV SPRINGER'S TYPE IV SPRINGER’S TYPE IV
PAY LO - FORM B2 TAYLOR - FORM B2 TAYLOR - FORM AB12 TAYLOR - FORM AB12

ACK 2¢ BLAC 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON LI(!;HT BLUE SC ON LIGHT BLUE SC ON VERMILION SC ON LILAC SC

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
SPRI\ (:FR STYPE IV SPRINGER'S TYPE IV SPRINGER’S TYPE IV SPRINGER'S TYPE IV
TAYL IFAOR‘\I AB18 TAYL%RE;IF;)(};%VI ABI18 TXY LOR FORM AB18 TAYLOR IFOl}l\I AB12

-’(I “7HITE ON 5FF‘J-W{HITE ON LI(EHT ORAN GE ON BRI +HT GREEN SC




HACKETT'S CITY POST

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
SPRINGER'’S TYPE IV SPRINGER'S TYPE IV SPRIN(}ER'S TYPE IV SPRINGER’S TYPE IV
TAYLOR - FOR\I AB19 TAYLOR - FORM AB19 AYLOR - FORM BB5 TAY LOR FORM BB5

vzé ACK 2¢ BLUE 2¢ BLACK ¢ BLAC
ON ORANGE SC ON BRIGHT GREEN SC ON BRIGHT BLUE SC ONL I(vHT VIOLET SC

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
SPRIN GER STYPE IV SPRINGER’'S TYPE IV SPRINGER’'STYPE IV
T YLOR TA\ LOR TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLA 2¢ BLACK
ON PALE BLUE ON GRAY BI UE ON DARK BLUE

Caution:

We desire to cantion the timbropbilic publie, and
our forcign readers in particular, against a certain
|““ dealer” doing business in the city of Montreal, under
ithe name of Hugh W. Becket. This ehap has quite
as many nllases as a half-dozen confidence men, and

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 more tact for knavery than Jeremy Diddler himself;

SP J (3 < G 7 3 T By > I3
oy RIN%‘{3§L%%‘ P SPRI“%E{%%}? i as many of our European correspondents can testily.
ON DI AREEN NP S Among his tricks {s the manufscture of * Loeals” of

which Hackett’s City Post is a specimen, He isalso
aided and abetted by & certain news-dealer, named
Bennett, whose operations in the swindling line have
made his name a by.word in the Provincial Timbro-
philic circles. This aspiring firm of knaves have long

preyed upon the confidencelof the European dnlom,‘

| and have received several hundred dollars worth of
| stamps, for which it is very evident they never intend

BOGUS BOGUS 1 ] unt, and we take this method of cautioning the
SPRINGER’S TYPE IV SPRINGER’S TYPE IV B e

TAYLOR TAYLOR | trade ngainst their operations.

2¢ BROWN 2¢ BROWN | °

ON BUFF ONTLIGHT BUFF

CLIPPING FROM
THE STAMP COLLECTOR'S RECORD
DECEMBER 1866




HACKETT'S CITY POST

HACKETTSE
CITY POST. §

2 CENTS. 8

OGUS 2 BOGUS 2
hPRI'\(:ER S TYPE II SPRINGER'S TYPE II
TA’) LOR - FORM C TAYLOR - FORM C
2¢ DULL RED "g BLACK

ON WHITE ON YELLOW

OGUS 2 BOGUS 2
SPRIN(:ER S TYPE II SPRINGER’S TYPE II
AYLOR - F&OR\/I C TA\) Ib()IB F}gR\l C

2¢ BLA
ON GREEN SC ON PI\%ISH CREAM LAID

BOGUS 2
SPRI\'GFR S TYPE II
AY LOR - FOR; i CC1

ONV FR\lILIO\' SC

BOGUS 2
SPRI‘\ GER'S TYPE II
TAYLOR - FORM CC1

2¢ BLACK

ON PEACH SC

BOGUS 2
SPRINGER’ S TYPE II
TAYLO R FOR\I cC1

2 CK
ON O}iANGE BUFF

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
SPRINGER’S TYPE II SPRING ER STYPEI
TAYLOR - FORM CC1 TAY L FOR\I cc 1

2¢ BLACK ACK
ON GRAY BROWN SC ();\' BRONZE SC

BOGUS 2
SPRINGER'S TYPE I
TAYLOR - FORM C(‘l

)

BLACK
ON BLUE GRAY

Another Hackett’s bogus is known that is very similar to the “Type 11”7 stamps, but with s[ight[y

di_fferent border ornaments and “City Post” ina ser@f font.

BOGUS 4 BOG
SPRINGER'S TYPE III SPRIVGI&

2¢ BLACK 2¢ BL

ON GREEN (SHADE) ON GREEN

US4

'S TYPE III
ACK

(SHADE)

BOGUS 4
SPRINGER’S TYPE III
2¢ BLACK
ON PURPLE




HACKETT'S CITY POST

The simple bogus featured here is the design attributed to Becket.

BOGUS 3 BOGUS 3 BOGUS 3
SPRINGER’'S TYPE I SPRINGER’'S TYPE I SPRINGER'S TYPE I
BECKET BECKET BECKET
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK

ON WHITE ON CRIMSON SC ON ORANGE SC

BOGUS 3

SPRINGER'’S TYPE I
BECKET
2¢ BLACK

BOGUS 3
SPRINGER’S TYPE I
BECKET

o,

¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW SC ON GREEN SC

| HACKETTS |

2 2 C(:niS j
€IFY POSE, |

BOGUS 3 BOGUS 3 BOGUS 3
SPRINGER’'S TYPE I SPRINGER’'S TYPE I SPRINGER'S TYPE 1
BECKET BECKET BECKET

2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ RED
ON BLUE ON GRAY ON WHITE




HACKETT'S EXPRESS

This bogus express label was probably based on Becket’s “Hackett’s City Post” stamp. 1t is unlisted

in Springer and Lyons, and might represent a more modern fake.

; HACKEZLS I
| EXPRESS I;

2 cents

MOSHER: HAKX-S2
2{[BLA(‘.K
ON WHITE
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