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Stationery Society’s The Western Express Companies 1850-1890 A Catalog of Their Franks and Hand Stamps; Elliot Perry's Pat Paragraphs; James N. Drummond's
Catalog of Philatelic Miscellany; auction lot descriptions from Seigel Auction Galleries, Kelleher Auctions, H.R. Harmer, and Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions; in-
period directories and newspaper archives; and the notes of George Sloane and Gordon Stimmell.

Colors listed for stamps and forgeries are the opinions of the Farrell Collection based on viewing physical copies of the pieces under consistent lighting. Colors in

the .pdfs may be slightly inaccurate due to manipulations from the scanning process, computer monitor settings, or (in event that the files are printed for offline
viewing) the printing process.

Unless otherwise noted, stamps are identified by their Scott Catalogue numbers and forgeries are identified by their Lyons Identifier type. Express labels and forgeries
are identified by their Mosher's Catalog numbers. Western express franks are identified by their listing in the United States Postal Stationery Society catalog.

Scott numbers in parenthesis under listed forgeries represent approximately what stamp the forgery is attempting to imitate.

Copyright Amos Media Company - 2022

The Scott Numbers are the copyrighted property of Amos Media Company, and are used here under a licensing agreement with Amos. The marks Scott and Scott’s are
Registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and are trademarks of Amos Media Company. No use may be made of these marks or of material in this publication,
which is reprinted from a copyrighted publication of Amos Media Company., without the express written permission of Amos Media Company, Sidney, Ohio 45365.




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

This independent mail route served between Hartford, Connecticut and nearby cities including New
York, Boston and Philadelphia. It operated from 1844 to 1845.

This service likely worked under Hale & Co., who first set up in Hartford around 1844. Hale & Co.
agents routed the delivery of mail by organizing exchanges with multiple independent express companies. In
Hartford, mail to and from New Haven and New York City was carried by Phillips & Co.'s Express; mail to
and from Springfield, Albany, and Boston was carried by Thompson's Express. Francis A. Fuller, who worked

as an agent for both express companies, probably arranged letter mail exchanges between the companies on
behalf of Hale & Co.

Although Fuller most likely worked under Hale & Co., what made his "Hartford Mail Route" or
"Hartford Letter Mail" branch unique was the use of their own postage stamps. These small stamps were
printed from an engraved copper plate of twelve subjects, arranged in two columns of six. Each stamp has
sﬁghﬂy d@ﬁerent features, and genuine stamps can be identgﬁed by position. Edward Parsons, a local
bookseller, is believed to be the printer of the stamps.

Stamps were often marked in manuscript with the direction of their delivery: North, South, East,
West, and Harg?ord. The most common(y marked direction is “South,” for deliveries to New York C ity.

80L1 80L1 80L1
GENUINE GENUINE GENUINE
5¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW ON YELLOW ON YELLOW J / /
POSITION 4 POSITION 6 POSITION 9 POSITION 10 POSITION 11
MS: SOUTH MS: SOUTH ll;lFS‘# i(igélé% APEX# 84588

Stamps were printed in black on yeﬂow or pink paper. The
die used to produce the yellow paper stamps can be chemically faded
to a “buff” color when exposed to camphor.

The stamps were sold at twenty for $1 - the same rate as Hale

SOL1
GENUINE & Co. stamps.

SI
“BUFF” FADED PAPER




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

The cover below was mailed ﬁom Har@ford to New York City, paid with a yerw stamp marked

“Hargvord” in manuscript. This represents a scarce example of a “Hartforc-{” cancelled stamp. The stamp was

aﬂixed with a wax wa}fer and embossing instrument.

80L1 : 5¢ BLACK ON YELLOW
GENUINE ON COVER - POSITIO\ 3
MANUSCRIPT “HARTF ORD”
“PAID” MANUSCRIPT
SEPTEMBER 9, 1844 (DOCKETED)

This cover was part of the Goodhue cowespondence; it was previously of the Mason, Ackerman, and

Schwartz collections.




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

JW. Scott printed forgeries of the Hartford stamps based on the illustrations he published in his
stamp collectors albums. The Scott forgeries were printed in varying quaﬁty, with some prints shavpev and

more clear than others.

—_—
JLLUSTRATION,
J. W. SCOTT'S

INTERNATIONAL

ALBUM /§£EE -

FORGERY A
FORGERY A SCOTT
sSCOTT

SC BUM ILLU@TRA’I‘IO N
1888 ALBUM ILLUSTRATION ‘VITH SPACE FO
5¢ BLACK ON CREAM 5¢ BLACK ON THICB C REAI\I

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
SCOTI‘ S( OTT sSCcoTT
5 BLA( K ¢ BLACK 5¢ ACK 5¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW SC ON’ & ELLOW SC ON YLLLOW SC ON YELLOW SC

FORGERY A FORGERY A
5¢ BLACK FORCERY A 5¢ BLACK
ON PINK SC 5 HLAC ON PINK SC

CK
()\ PINK SC




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

S. Allan Tay[or’s forgeries for Hartford Mail Route are known as “Forgery B”. They are printed ina

variety of colors.

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM 19

5¢ BLACK
ON GREEN SC
(80L1)

FORGERY B
TAYLOR FORM 19

¢ BLACK
ON VERI\IILION sC
(80L1)

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 TAYLOR - FORM AB1 TAYLOR - FORM AB1
5¢ BLACK 8 BLACK 5¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW ON GOLD YELLOW ON PINK

(80L1) (80L1) (80L1)

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AB1

ON BLUE
(80L1)

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - F(()‘}Q\I ABI1




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

These facsimile stamps were printed by Fox & Co., a Hartford department store, as souvenirs for the
centennial of their founding.

HAD YOU RECEIVED THIS LETTER IN 1847 IT
WOULD HAVE CARRIED THE HARTFORD LOCAL
STAMP WHICH WOULD HAVE BROUGHT IT TO
YOU QUICKER THAN ANY OTHER KNOWN WAY
ATTHATTIME.YOUMAY WISH TOPRESERVETHIS
REPRODUCTION OF THE UNIQUE STAMP THAT
PRE-DATES UNITED STATES OFFICIAL POSTAGE.
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FOX & CO.
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ON YELLOW
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5¢ BLACK
ON WHITE
(80L1)
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UNLI D
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HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

FOURTH

AMERICAN PHILATELIC
CONGRESS

HOTEL BOND
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
NOVEMBER 11-12, 1038

TFORD MAIL ROUTE FACSIMILE
FOU }\III \\IE}\I( AN PHILATELIC CO ’\GPFQ% CACHET

The cachet on the enve[ope above featwfes an en[arged ﬁ;xcsimi[e of the Hartford Mail Route stamp. It
was printed for the Fourth American Philatelic Congress, hosted in Hargcord, Connecticut.




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

In addition to his forgeries, SA. Taylov also produced two bogus stamps using the “Har@ford” name.
These “Hartford Daily Mail” stamps are completely different from the genuine Hartford stamps - they are

only text and scroll-work design with no image.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
TAYLOR - FORM B5 TAYLOR - FORM B5
5¢ VIOLET 5¢ VIOLET
ON WHITE ON CREAM

The two Tay[or “Har@ford” boguses are very similar in design, but the second has more decorative

scrollwork ornaments.

HARTFURD

BO S2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TAYLOR FOR‘VI 4 TAYLOR - FORI\I + TAY LOR F‘ORI\I +
BLACK ¢ GREE

ON V OLET BLUE ON GzRAY GREEN OV W'HITL

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TAYLOR - FORM 4 TAYLOR - FORM 4
5¢ PALE PURPLE 5¢ PALE PURPLE

ON WHITE ON WHITE LAID




HARTFORD MAIL ROUTE

HARTFORY

BOGUS 2 O(vL%" BO (vl S"
TAYL()I\ - FORM 4 TAYLOR - FORM 4 TAYLOR 14
¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACKISH BROWN S5¢ BLACKISH BRO“
ON ORA\(vE BUFF ON WHITE H. LAID ON WHITE V LAID

BOGU % 2 BOGUS2 BOGUS2

TAYLO TAYLOR TAYLOR
£ J 5¢ VIOLET (SHADE) 5¢V I()I ET (SHADE) 5¢ PURPLE
ON WHITE ON WHITE WHITE ON WHITE

The unlisted bogus stamp/ hands’camp below is based on the Harnden Express labels, but uses the
fake Hargpord Daily Mail name.

BOGUS 2
TAYLOR
5¢ BLUE
ON WHITE
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