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HOPEDALE PENNY POST 
ln 1839, Reverend Adin Ballou published the "Standard of Practical 

Christianity," forming a new branch of Christianity which f ocv.sed on pacifism 

and equality. Ballou and other "Practical Christians" hoped to establish a 

series of self-sustaining communities where they could live and practice their 

faith. The Hopedale Community, also known as "Fraternal Communion No. 1." 

was founded in 1842. 

ln the beginning, the mail was carried from the nearest government 

post office in Milford, Massachusetts, by whoever happened to visit there. 

Sometime around 1849, the community trustees were asked to make 

arrangements for mail to be delivered to and from the post. lt was around 

1852 that the Hopedale Post Office was officially founded. 
The post operated out of the home of Mrs. Almon Thwing, the first 

PORTRAIT OF 
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elected Postmistress. Letters were delivered to and from Milford twice a day by a Mr. Pliny Southwick, and 
delivered within Hopedale by other carriers, including Mrs. Thwing's daughter, Susie. A 1½¢ stamp paid the 

charge for delivery. 

The Hopedale Penny Post used two distinct stamp designs - the first of which has been broken into 

two types. 
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"THE HOPEDALE C OMMU NITY" ADVERTIS ING ENVELOPE 
( PHOT O C O PY ~1S0o/4 ) 
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TYPE I - 84L1 

RA Y E O ASTERIS K S 
( PHOTOC OPY ~15()0/4 > 

TYPE II - 84L2 
PLAIN ASTER I S K S I N C ORNERS 

( PHOTOCOPY ~150% ) 

The first stamps were printed on glazed pink paper. These stamps featLtred a border of asterisks. 

They were probably typographed by the same printer who produced the advertising envelopes distributed to 

the community, as they use the same asterisks (including a broken one, used for both the envelope and type l 

stamp). The second type was printed with dffferent, smaller asterisks in the comers. 



HOPEDALE PENNY POST 
The cover featured. here includes its original contents: a letter discussing th.e printing of .five­

h.und.red. advertising envelopes, including th.is one. 
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84Ll : l,i BLACK O PINK GLAZED 
GENUINE ON COVER 

MAILED WITH 
llA : 3j DULL RED 

TIED BY MILFORD
1 

MASSACHUSETTS CDS 
APR L 1 , U852) 



HOPEDALE PENNY POST 

84L1 : 1¢ BLACK ON PINK GLAZED 
TYPE I • GENUINE ON COVER 

MAILED WITH 
HA : 3; DULL RED TIED BY GRIDDED CIRCLE HANDSTAMP 

MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS CDS MARCH 19 
MANUSCRIPT "PAID" 

• "A-<._/ o./ 

/ 

84L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON PINK GLAZED 
TYPE II - GENUINE ON COVER 

MAILED WITH 

< • • 

11 : 3¢ DULL RED TIED BY CDS 
MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS OCTOBER 14 

PSE CERT #54844 



HOPEDALE PENNY POST 
The second Hopedale Penny Post stamp design was a small four-ring circle. These were most often 

cut as squares, although the example below is cut to shape. The stamp is affixed to the hack of this cover, as 

was common. 

84L3 : 1¢ BLACK ON YELLOW WOVE 
GENUINE ON COVER 

MAILED WITH 
MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS CDS MAY 11 

The .front of the cover is missing the 3¢ US stamp it was originally mailed with. This cover was previ­

ously of the Hollowhush, Golden and Kuphal collections. 

Scott also lists this stamp in pink, unique as a pair. 
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