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HOPEDALE PENNY POST

In 1839, Reverend Adin Ballou published the “Standard of Practical
Christianity,” forming a new branch of Christianity which focused on pacifism
and equality. Ballou and other “Practical Christians” hoped to establish a
series of self-sustaining communities where they could live and practice their
faith. The Hopedale Community, also known as “Fraternal Communion No.1.”
was founded in1842.

In the beginning, the mail was carried from the nearest government
post office in Milford, Massachusetts, by whoever happened to visit there.
Sometime around 1849, the community trustees were asked to make
arrangements for mail to be delivered to and from the post. 1t was around
1852 that the Hopedale Post Office was officially founded.

The post operated out of the home of Mrs. Almon Thwing, the first

PORTRAIT OF
ADIN BALLOU

elected Postmistress. Letters were delivered to and from Milford twice a day by a Mr. Pliny Southwick, and
delivered within Hopedale by other carriers, including Mrs. Thwing’s daughter, Susie. A1%a¢ stamp paid the

charge for delivery.

The Hopedale Penny Post used two distinct stamp designs - the first of which has been broken into

two types.
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THE HOPEDALE COMMUNITY. :

¥ An Nlustration of Crnistian Socranisy: Being 1. A True Church, 3

¥ based on a declaration of Faith in the Religion “of Jesus Christ, 'md 3
¥ of bonnden subjection to all its moral obligations ; 2. A4 7T'rue Stafc, ;;;
¥ pos-essing the riehts and prerogatives, and exerci<ing the func- 3¢
¥ tiems of any body politic whatsoever—snhjeet to the Higher Law 3¢
¥ of the Eternal Kine ;3 3. A4 Unicersal Reform A sociation, including 3¢
¥ Temperance, Anti Oath-tuking, Anti-Gambliae, Chastity, Wo- 3¢
3 man’s Kiphts, Anti-Siavery, Non-Resistance, and Sfocial Reorgan- 3¢
¥ ization—on Christinn Principles ; 4. A Missionary Society, for the 3K
¥ promulgation of New Tes qament Christianity, the Reformation 3¢
¥ of the nominal Chureh, and the conversion of the World. Its Or- ¥
% gan is Tue Pracrican "Cair 1s71aN, Published fortnightly, at $1 ,K
¥ per year. Lur.nm] at HorepaLEe, (\lu FORD,) Mass.
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“THE HOPEDALE COMMUNITY” ADVERTISING ENVELOPE
(PHOTOCOPY ~150% )

N WK e
¥ Hopedale =
# Peuny Post, ¥
TYPE I - 8411
RAYED ASTERISKS
( PHOTOCOPY ~150% )

TYPE II - 841.2
PLAIN ASTERISKS IN CORNERS
(PHOTOCOPY ~150% )

The first stamps were printed on glazed pink paper. These stamps featured a border of asterisks.
They were probably typographed by the same printer who produced the advertising envelopes distributed to
the community, as they use the same asterisks (including a broken one, used for both the envelope and type 1
stamp). The second type was printed with different, smaller asterisks in the corners.




HOPEDALE PENNY POST

The cover featured here includes its original contents: a letter discussing the printing of five-

hundred advertising envelopes, including this one.
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8411 : 1¢ BLACK ON PINK GLAZED
GENUINE ON COVER
\/[AILFD W ITH

Ll ULL R
TIED BY \IILFORD, I\IASSAC H[ SETTS CDS
PRIL 1, (1852)




HOPEDALE PENNY POST

84L1 : 1¢ BLACK ON PINK GLAZED
TYPEI - GENUINE ON COVER
MA D WITH

11A : 3¢ DUI}JL RED TIED BY GRIDDED CIRCLE HANDSTAMP

FORD, MASSACHUSETTS CDS MARCH 1
MANUSCRIPT “PAID”
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8412 : 1¢ BLACK ON PINK GLAZED
TYPEII - GENUINE ON COVER
IL D WITH

1L:: DULL D TIED BY CDS
MILFORD, SSACHUSETTS OCTOBER 14
PSE CERT #54844




HOPEDALE PENNY POST

The second Hopedale Penny Post stamp design was a small four-ring circle. These were most often
cut as squares, although the example below is cut to shape. The stamp is affixed to the back of this cover, as

was common.

84L3 : ]éBLACK ON YELLOW WOVE
ENUINE ON COVER

MAILED WITH
MILFORD, MASSACHUSETTS CDS MAY 11

The front of the cover is missing the 3¢ US stamp it was originally mailed with. This cover was previ-
ously of the Hollowbush, Golden and Kuphal collections.
Scott also lists this stamp in pink, unique as a pair.
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