
kidder's city express post



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 
This Brooklyn local was formed when Wellington Walton,former agent for Boyd's and proprietor of 

Walton & Co.'s City Express, sold his post to Henry Kidder in the fall of 184 7. Kidder ran his new post for 

142L1 : 2¢ BLACK 
ON PINK GLAZED SC 

PRECURSOR TO KIDDER'S 

four years before with his partners: brothers lssac and George Snedeker 

Kidder sold the post to lssac C. Snedeker in 1851. The Snedekers 

continued operation of the post under the Kidder's City Express name. 

Although the post was successfu.l, lssac removed himself .from the postal 

business. He sold the post sometime around 1853. 1t was briefly managed by 
Henry Mellish before being taken over by Betyamin Rogers. Under Rogers's 

management, it would become the Brooklyn City Express Post. 

2¢ BLACK "KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS" 
GENUINE HANDSTAMP 

"FREE" HANDSTAMP 

The cover above was mailed with a Kidder's City Express 2¢ handstamp. lt was maLled locally within 

Brooklyn.. 

The American Stampless Cover Catalog lists three d!:fferent Kidder's City Express oval handstamp. 

The first two were longer and included either the date and time, or the date and "2 cts" in the center. The 
handstamp featu.red on the cover is the third type: a shorter oval with no date and "2 cts" in the center. 

Kidder's handstamps are very similar to the handstamps of other Brooklyn. locals such as Walton's 

and Boyd's. 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 
Ki.d.der issued a stamp for prepayment of service. The stamps were shaped as elongated octagons 

with a horse and rider vignette. The Kidder's City Express Post stamps were printed ink black on glazed 

surface paper in shades of blue. Snedecker continued to use the stamps when he took over the post. Around 

this time, the manuscript control mark "1 S" (lssac Snedecker) 

was added to the stamps. This mark is known in two d~erent 
styles. 

The block of four at left is the only recorded multiple of a 

genuine Kidder's stamp. 

93L1 : 2¢ BLACK ON BLUE SC 
GENUINE BLOCK OF FOUR 
PF CERT #0365849 
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93L1 : ~ BLACK ON BLUE SC 
GENUINE ON COVER 

MAILED WITH RED "10" HANDSTAMP 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK MARCH 25 (1857) 

The cover above was mailed to Franklin B. Hough. The Kidder's City Express Post stamp is cancelled 

with a manuscript "JS" (lsaac Snedeker). lt was mailed with a "10" rate handstamp. 

This is a tu.med cover. The inner cover is addressed to Walter D. Yale in HousevJle, New York. The 
outer cover, on which the stamp is ~ed, is addressed to Franklin B. Hough in Somerville, New York. 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 

... 

93L1 : 2¢ BLACK ON BLUE SC 
GENUINE ON COVER - MANUSCRIPT "IS" 
MAILED WITH RED "PAID 10" HANDSTAMP 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK OCTOBER 11 (1857) 

~j/ 
The cover above is another turned cover Jr om 

the same correspondence a.s the previous: ad.dressed 
to Franklin B. Hough in Somerville, New York on the 

outside; and ad.dressed to Walter D. Yale in 

Houseville, New York on the inside. 

REDUCED PHOTOCOPY 
OF INSIDE COVER 

Franklin B. Hough wa.s a doctor, scientist and historian. ln the 1850s 

he wrote books on the histories of Franklin, St. Lawrence, and Lewis counties. 

ln the la.te 1870s, Hough helped found the Division of Forestry within 

the US Department of Agriculture. ln 1881 he became the first chief of the 
Division. 

PORTRAIT OF FRANKLIN B. HOUGH 
CIRCA 1880 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 
Sometime between 1860 and. 1865, Hussey created reprints of the Kidder's stamps in small sheets of 

ten. Hussey's engraver, Thomas Wood, reported that he had printed 2,000 stamps 
by 1866. These reprints can be identified by their position within the sheet. 

Below are two sheets of reprint stamps. The sheet at right includes a small paper fold misprint. A 

tear and fold in the paper resulted in part of position five being printed on the back of the sheet (and part 
of the front stamp missing a portion). 

REPRINT 
HUSSEY 

SHEET OFTEN 

oJ'<:fR½tiJ'sc 
(93Ll) 

REPRINT 
HUSSEY 

SHEET OFTEN 

oJ'<:f:Ji:'\:Wsc 
(93Ll) 

WITH PAPER FOLD MISPRINT 



KIDDER1S CITY EXPRESS POST 
S. Allan Taylor printed two forgeries of the Kidder's City Express Post stamp. The forgery known as 

"Forgery C" is believed to he his .first attempt, while "Forgery A" was his second version. 

KIDDER'S 

ft~).1 c-,,;-11 <t;~· 
./-EXPRESS POST'li 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

2¢BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

2¢BLACK 
ONGRAY 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

2¢BLACK 
ON GOLD YELLOW 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

2¢BLACK 
0 BLUE 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR- FORMABl 

2¢BLACK 
ON PINK 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB5 

2¢ RED VIOLET 
ON LAVENDER SC 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB5 

2¢ RED VIOLET 
ON GREENISH BLUE SC 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB17 

2¢BLACK 
ON ORANGE SC 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 7 

2¢BLACK 
ON LILAC SC 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 7 

2¢ RED VIOLET 
ONTAN 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 

The forgery at right was printed by Taylor and later rut to 

shape by a collector. This stamp is overprinted with "Specimen" in a 

decorative font lt was probably overprinted by a collector at some point 

to indicate that it is not a genuine stamp. 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR- FORM AB18 

2<!BLACK 
ON WHITE 

KIDDER'S' (~.❖ 
;.EXPRESS POST'li 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 
2<!BLACK 

ON WHITE 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB18 

24! BLACK 
ON OFF-WHITE 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 

2¢RED 
ON GRAY BLUE V. LAID 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ON PALE GREEN 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB18 

2¢BLACK 
ON LIGHT BLUE 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 

2¢RED 
ON BLUISH GREEN 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 
ON RED 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM AB17 

2¢BLACK 
ON ORANGE SC 

"SPECIMEN" 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR- FORMAB18 

o 2~~frfsc 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ON VERMILION SC 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 
S. Allan Taylor printed two forgeries of the Kidder's City Express Post stamp. The forgery known as 

"Forgery C" is believed to be his first attempt, while "Forgery A" was his second version. 

~~D •s~ 

~ - '> '-:& . . - - ii,.G_;,, 
'\. EXPRESS POST~ 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2eBLACK 
ON CREAM 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
ON ORANGE BUFF 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR- FORM 16 

2¢_BLACK 
ON WHITE 

ON PALE PINK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
ON PURPLE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
0 BLUE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR- FORM 16 

2¢BLACK 
ON LT. BLUE VIOLET SC 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR • FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
ON LIGHT VIOLET 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

FORGERY C 
TAYLOR • FORM 16 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM 2 

2¢BLACK 
0 VIOLET GRAY 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR· FORM 16 

2¢BLACK 
ON ORANGE SC 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR- FORM AA7 

2¢BLACK 
ONTEALSC 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM SH 

2¢BLACK 
0 YELLOWY. LAID 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLACK 

ON PURPLE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR-FORMAA7 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA10 

2¢BROWN 
ONYELLOW ON YELLOW SC 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM SH 

2¢BLACK 
ON GRAYISH 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
2¢GREEN 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM AA10 

~J3~g 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR - FORM S11 

2!!BLACK 
ON CREAM 

FORGERYC 
TAYLOR 
2¢GREEN 

ON CREAM 

A variation on "Forgery C", Taylor's "Forgery C1" featu.res a dosed "C" in "2cts". Th.is makes it 

appear as "20ts". 

FORGERY 01 
TAYLOR • FORM AA24 

~BLACK 
ON GOLD YELLOW SC 

FORGERYC1 
TAYLOR - FORM AA24 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

FORGERYC1 
TAYLOR 
2¢BLUE 

ONWHITE 



KIDDER~S CITY EXPRESS POST 
Scott's cou.nteefeits of Kidder's City Express are known as "Forgery B". 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

ILLU STRATION C UT FROM 
ALBUM PAGE 

2¢BLACK 
ON CREAM 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN (SHADE) SC 

CUT TO SHAPE 
ON GREEN (SHADE) SC 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2<!BLACK 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON TEAL SC 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 

FORGERYB 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACK 
ON GREEN (SHADE) SC 

FAKE CANCELLATION 

ON GRE'EN (SHADE) SC ON GREEN (SHADE) SC 

FORGERYD 
2¢BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 

Several forgeries produced by u.nknown cou.nteefeiters. 

FORGERYD 

oJ~R1tEW:sc 

FORGERYE1 
.2¢BLACK 

ON GREENISH CREAM 

FORGERYF 
2~BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 
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