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KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

This Brook[yn local was formed when We“ington Walton, former agent for Boyd's and proprietor of
Walton & Co.'s City Express, sold his post to Henry Kidder in the fall of 1847. Kidder ran his new post for
four years bq“ore with his partners: brothers 1ssac and George Snedeker

Kidder sold the post to Issac C. Snedeker in 1851. The Snedekers
continued operation of the post under the Kidder's City Express name.
A[though the post was successfu[, Issac removed himse{f ﬁom the posta(
business. He sold the post sometime around 1853. It was briefly managed by
Henry Mellish before being taken over by Benjamin Rogers. Under Rogers's

14211 : 2¢ BLACK i i
o 2Ll : 2¢ BLACK management, it would become the Brook[yn City Express Post.
PRECURSOR TO KIDDER'S
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2¢ BL. A( K “KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS”
GENUINE HANDSTAMP
“FREE” HANDSTAMP

The cover above was mailed with a Kidder’s City Express 2¢ handstamp. 1t was mailed locally within
Brooklyn.

The American Stampless Cover Catalog lists three different Kidder’s City Express oval handstamp.
The ﬁrst two were [onger and included either the date and time, or the date and “2 cts” in the center. The
handstamp featured on the cover is the third type: a shorter oval with no date and “2 cts” in the center.

Kidder's handstamps are very similar to the handstamps of other Brooklyn locals such as Walton’s

and Boyd’s.




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

Kidder issued a stamp for prepayment of service. The stamps were shaped as elongated octagons
with a horse and rider vignette. The Kidder’s City Express Post stamps were printed ink black on glazed
surface paper in shades of blue. Snedecker continued to use the stamps when he took over the post. Around
this time, the manuscript control mark “1 S” (Issac Snedecker)
was added to the stamps. This mark is known in two different
styles.

The block of four at left is the only recorded multiple of a
genuine Kidder’s stamp.

93L1 : 2¢ BLACK ON BLUE SC
GENUI BLOCK OF FOUR
PF CERT #0365849

93L1 : 2¢ BLACK ON BLUE SC
GENUINE ON COVER
MAILED WITH RED “10” HANDSTAMP
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK MARCH 25 (1857)

The cover above was mailed to Franklin B. Hough. The Kidder’s City Express Post stamp is cancelled
with a manuscript “IS” (Isaac Snedeker ). 1t was mailed with a “10” rate handstamp.

This is a turned cover. The inner cover is addressed to Walter D. Yale in Houseville, New York. The
outer cover, on which the stamp is affixed, is addressed to Franklin B. Hough in Somerville, New York.




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

93L1 : 2¢ BLACK ON BLUE SC
GENUINE ON COVER - MANUSCRIPT “IS”
MAILED WITH RED “PAID 10” HANDSTAMP
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK OCTOBER 11 (1857)

The cover above is another turned cover from
the same correspondence as the previous: addressed
to Franklin B. Hough in Somerville, New York on the
outside; and addressed to Walter D. Yale in
Houseville, New York on the inside.

- REDUCED PHOTOCOPY
i3 OF INSIDE COVER

Franklin B. Hough was a doctor, scientist and historian. In the 1850s
he wrote books on the histories of Franklin, St. Lawrence, and Lewis counties.

In the late 1870s, Hough helped found the Division of Forestry within
the US Department of Agriculture. n 1881 he became the first chief of the

Division.

PORTRAIT OF FRANKLIN B. HOUGH
CIRCA 1880




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

Sometime between 1860 and 1865, Hussey created reprints of the Kidder’s stamps in small sheets of
ten. Hussey’s engraver, Thomas Wood, reported that he had printed 2,000 stamps
by 1866. These reprints can be identified by their position within the sheet.

REPRINT - HUSSEY
2¢ BLACK ON GREEN SC
POSITION 10

Below are two sheets of reprint stamps. The sheet at right includes a small paper fold misprint. A
tear and fold in the paper resulted in part of position five being printed on the back of the sheet (and part
of the front stamp missing a portion).

REPRINT REPRINT
USSEY HUSSEY
SHEET OF TEN SHEET OF TEN
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON GREEN SC ON GREEN SC
(93L1) (

93L1)
WITH PAPER FOLD MISPRINT




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

S. Allan Taylor printed two forgeries of the Kidder's City Express Post stamp. The fovgery known as

“Forgery C” is believed to be his first attempt, while “Forgery A” was his second version.

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY /
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 TAY LOR F()R\I AB1 TAYLOR FORl\i AB1
2¢ BLACK 2¢ CK BLACK

ON YELLOW ON (yOLD YLLLO“ ‘ON PINK

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM AB1 TAYLOR - FORM AB1 TAYLOR - FORM AB1
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON GRAY ON BLUE ON GREEN

FORGERY A ORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM AB5 TA\ LOR FORN[ ABS
2¢ RED VIOLET ¢ RED VIOLET
ON LAVENDER SC ON (-REE\ ISH BLUE SC

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM AB17 TAYLOR - FORM AB17 TAYLOR - FORM AB17
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ RED VIOLET
ON ORANGE SC ON LILAC SC ON TAN




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

The forgery at right was printed by Taylor and later cut to
shape by a collector. This stamp is overprinted with “Specimen” in a

decorative font. It was probab[y overprinted by a collector at some point

to indicate that it is not a genuine stamp. TAYE O oo e i
2¢ BLACK
ON ORANGE SC
“SPECIMEN"

FORGERY / FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAY LOR -F ()R\I AB18 TAYLOR - FORM AB18 TAYL OR FORM ABI18 TAY LOR FORM AB18
LA 2¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK
0\ W HITL ON OFI' WHITE ON LI(yIIT BLUE ()\ (’RI« EN SC

FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR - FORM BB4 TAY L()R FORM BB4
2¢ RED ¢ RED
ON GRAY BLUE V. LAID ON BL I*ISH GREEN

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAYLOR TAYLOR 'l‘AYL()R TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK

ON WHITE ON PALE GREEN ON RED ON VERMILION SC




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

S. Allan Taylor printed two forgeries of the Kidder's C ity Express Post stamp. The forgevy known as

“Forgery Cis believed to be his ﬁrst attempt, while “Forgery A” was his second version.

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAY I ()R FOR\I 2 TAY LOR FORM 2 TAYLOR - FORM 2
LACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
O’\I CREAM ON PALE PI\Ix ON YELLOW

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 2 TAY L()R - l‘ ORM 2 TAYLOR - FORM 2 TAYLOR - FORM 2
2¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON ORANGE BUFF O\' PU RPLE ON LIGHT VIOLET ON VIOLET GRAY

FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM 2 TAYLOR - FORM 2
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON BLUE ON GREEN

FORGERY FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - F OR\I 16 TAY LOR FOR\I 16 TAY L()R - FORM 16 TAYLOR - FOR\I 16
2¢ BLACK BLAC 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLA

ON WHITE ON LT. BI UEV IOLLT SC ON GREEN SC ON ()RA'\(JE SC




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - F()R\I AA7 TAYLOR FORM AA7 TAYLOR - FORM AA10 'l‘AYLOR F()R\I AA10
2¢ BLAC 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BROWN 2¢ BROW
ON TEAL '5(' ON YELLOW SC ON YELLOW ON W HITF

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
TAYLOR - FORM S11 TAYLOR - FORM S11 TAY LOR FORM S11
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK

ONY ]-',I LOW V. LAID ON GRAYISH O\ CREAM

FORGERY C FOR(vER\ C FORGERY C
TAYLOR OR TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK c (vRF‘E\ 2¢ GREEN

ON PURPLE ON WHITE ON CREAM

A variation on “Forgery C”, Taylor's “Forgery C1” features a closed “C” in “2cts”. This makes it
appear as “2ots”.

FORGERY C1 FORGERY C1
TAYL ()R FOR\I AA24 TAYLOR - FORM AA24
CK 2¢ BLACK

¢ B
ON (1()Ll) YELLOW SC ON GREEN SC ON W IIITF




KIDDER'S CITY EXPRESS POST

Scott’s countevfeits of Kidder's City Express are known as “Forgery B”.

FORGERY B
SCOTT

ILLUSTRATION CUT FROM FORGERY B
ALBUM PAGE SCOTT _
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK

ON CREAM ON TEAL SC

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
SC()TT scoTT SCO 4
¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK Ee ACK
ON (yRFh\' (SHADE) SC ON GREEN (SHADE) SC ON GREEN (SHADE) SC
UT TO SHAPE FAKE CANCELLATION

FORGERY B FORGERY B
SCOTT SCOTT
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK _
ON GREEN (SHADE) SC ON GREEN (SHADE) SC

Several forgeries produced by unknown countevfeiters.

FOR(vhR\ D FORGERY D FORGERY E1 FORGERY F
LACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON ORA‘\'(:L SC ON GREEN SC ON GREENISH CREAM ON ORAN GE SC
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