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LANGTON & CO.

Samuel W. Langton started his Langton Express in 1850. For the next fourteen years, he ran the
express under several different names: Langton Yuba River Express, Langton & Co.’s Express, Langton &
Bro’s Express, Langton Pioneer Express, Langton’s Catifornia and Nevada Express, and Langton’s Hum-
boldt Express.

Prior to moving to California in 1849, Langton studied printing in Washington, D.C. Once in Cali-

fornia, he found that running an express business between mining camps was more tucrative than mining
himself. His furst express ran from February to August, 1850. It
was a one-man operation that carried mail over a

route from Marysville to Nevada City and

3 Downieville. From Downieville, he connect-
;V;’ - ed to Adams Express.
/% Yig ‘\3’ T In August, 1850 he partnered with
> William T. Ballou, and the organization was
“%ﬁ%ﬁ’%ﬁ% Iﬁ%?zﬁ%‘?’{;%&“ﬁ%’ﬁ‘f%”": known as Langton Yuba River Express. This service

ON BRITTON & REY MAP OF CALIFORNIA, 1853 3
ran atong the same routes, and operated until March, 1851. No

handstamps, franks, or labels were used during this period.
In March 1851, Ballou left the business. Langton partnered instead with Samuel L. Clapp and E. White.

For the next year the express operated under the name Langton & Co.'s. The express's first hand-
stamps were used during this time period, though few are known today. No franks or labels were used.

When the partnership with Clapp and White dissolved in April of 1852, Langton's brothers joined
the business to form Langton & Bro.'s express. As the express expanded, it monopotized business in Yuba,
Sierra, and most of western Nevada County. The Pioneer Banking House that Langton established in Down-
ieville supported the express’s service in the area. Atthough no printed franks or labels were used, corner
cards and handstamps from this period are known.

Langton & Bro’s planned to sell the express to Adams Express in February, 1855. However, Adams
failed and dissolved that same month. Langton continued their service, but needed a new connecting service
to keep in business. Reforming as Langton’s Pioneer Express, a partnership was made with Freeman & Co.’s
Express to deliver to the east coast. An alliance with Wells Fargo was also formed: Langton
gave up their offices in in San Francisco and Sacramento, while Wells Fargo left

Downieville and routes around Yuba. The two expresses connected in Marysville.
During this period, franked envelopes were printed and used by the company.

When silver and gotd deposits were found near Comstock and Hum-
boldt in 1860, Langton focused most of their efforts in those areas, opening
new ojﬁces and toeginning to move his headquarters from Downieville to Car-
son City.

In August, 1864 Langton died from injuries he received when he was
thrown under a wagon. Shortly after, the express was sold to Lamping. Lamping'’s SRR
ownership did not last long. Wells Fargo terminated the agreements it had made =~ SAMUEL W.LANGTON
with Langton after his death, and Lamping could not operate without their support.




LANGTON & CO.

No handstamps, franks, or labels are known used with Langton’s first two express ventures. Lang-
ton & Co. did use handstamps, though existing pieces are rare. Langton & Bro’s handstamps and corner
cards also exist, and are more common, though still very scarce. The markings in these periods were not
used as proof of payment, only to identify routes and handling.

It wasn't until the company reorganized as Langton’s
Pioneer Express that it began regular use of franks and labels

for prepayment of service. Handstamps were still used for town
markings.

A common[y used design for Langton’s ﬁ'anks was a
decorative oval surrounding three lines of text “Langton’s /
PAID / Pioneer Express.” This design, in several variations, was
used on 1854-1861 Nesbitt envelopes.

BAID BLACK ON WHIT

P B
SEVEN ORNAMENTS IN BORDER
ON LEFT & RIGHT OF TOP & BOTTOM

LAN-002 : PAID BLACK
ON U34: 3¢ PINK ON WHITE | USPSS 71
BLUE LA\'GTO\ S HAI\'DSTA\tPS (LAN-100)
TARYSVILLE & VIRGIN

The cover above was carried from Virginia City to Marysville, then forwarded to its destination in
Downtieville.




LANGTON & CO.

The cover below was mailed from Downtieville to grocers Scalmanini & Frapoﬂi in San Francisco.

LAN-002 : PAID BLACK
ON U34: g}: PINK ON WHITE | USPSS 71
BLUE LANGTON’S HANDSTA S (LAN-100)
DOWNIEVILLE

T G,
- ey

v,
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The map at right shows the routes s ass
used by Langton’s Pioneer Express. This map -
was created by Scott W. Prior for the exhibit

Expressing with Samuel W. Langton, 1852
1865.

https://www.rfrajola.com/PDR2020/SP1/SP1.pdf

@----- 3 period @~ 4™ period




LANGTON & CO.

The cover below represents a conjunctive use along
the partnership between Langton and Wells Fargo. The
letter was carried by Langton’s Pioneer Express from North
San Juan to Marysville, where it was then exchanged with
Wells, Fargo & Co. From there it was carried by Wells Fargo
to San Francisco.

This cover is addressed to A. Block & Co., part of
the frm Block & Furth, which operated in North San Juan.
Block & Furth were general merchants who also dealt in
exchange of gold dust.

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED
IN THE HYDRAULIC PRESS
NORTH SAN JUAN, CALIFORNIA
JULY 6, 1861

LAN-003 : PAID BLUE
N BUFF | USPSS 77

ON U35: 3¢ PINK O
BLUE WELL FARGO & CO.DOUBLE OVAL
DATESTAMP - MAR LLE - MARCH 10

BLUE NORTH SAN JUA
STRAIGHT LINE HANDSTAMP (LAN-108)

A.BLOOKtOO.,I

BLOCK & FURTH

ST DEALERSIN iVl

CLOTHING!
BOOTS !

HATS, - &C.,

Cornesr Main and Flume strcets
- NORTH SAN JUAN. st

I DAN. FURTH

‘."'.', o 3

’Strictly One Priee.

45
GOLD DUST

Purchased st the bighest rates, by SHe
-~ - . BIOCK & FURTIL

Brick Store, cortier Maln and Fluime,
—aor -~ 99 North Bétt Jean.

BLOCK & PURTH

Are now prepared to farnish
DRAFTS  ON NEW YORK,

iy g e 2o




LANGTON & CO.

LAN-008 : PAID BLA( K
EIGHT ORNAMENTS IN BORDER AT LEFT & RI( HT ON TOP & BOTTOM
JO 3 RED ON WHITE | UPSS
RED DOW \IEVILLL OVAL HANDSTAMP (LAV 100)

N-008 : PAID BLACK
EIGHT ORN/ \\II;\TS IN BORDER AT LEFT & RIGHT ON TOP & BOTTOM
N U110 : 3¢ RED ON BUFF | UPSS 18




LANGTON & CO.

LAN-008 : PAID BLACK

N U10 : 3¢ RED ON BUFF | UPS
BLACK ])()“ NIEVILLE OVAL D \Thb’]‘A\IP (Lb\\ 111D
FEBRUARY 1

\l II NUSUAL EXAMPLE OF AN

E\ OPE USED AS A WRAPPER

PHOTOCOPY ()F REVERSE
WELLS FARGO & COEXPRESS i T
MARY SVII LE WAX S[‘AL
REDUCED TO 75

LAN-008 : PAID BL./ 2
ON U10 : 3¢ RED ON BUFF | UPSS 18
BLLL\\I{IL' {

ARGO & CO. DOUBLE OV AL D&TESTA\II’
RYSVILLE - DECEMBER 10




LANGTON & CO.

LAN-008 : PAID BLACK
ON U18A 10¢ PALE GREEN ON BUFF A}?P&»S 28
ACK CIRCULAR GRID HANDSTAMP C
BLACK DOWNIEVILLE CDS - AUGUST 17
RED EUREKA CITY OVAL HANDSTAMP (LAN-101) ON REVERSE

LAN-008 : PAID BLACK
1% GREEN BUFF | UPSS 26
XPRESS DOUBLE TRCLE DATESTAMP
SAN FRANCISCO - JANUARY 28
RED BOSTON DOUBLE CIRCLE DATESTAMP - MARCH 5




LANGTON & CO.

LAN-008 : PAID BLACK
BLUE OVAL TIMBUCTOO HANDSTAMP (LAN-107E)
ON PIECE WITH
BLUE OVAL WELLS FARGO & CO HANDSTAMP
SAC. MESSENGER - JUNE 18

The Langton’s Pioneer Express “PAID” fancy oval ﬁ’ank was later reproduced by phi[atelic forg—
ers. These fakes were produced either as cut squares, or gummed as bogus labels. The examp[es below
were produced by S.A. Tay[or.

LGTX-L10 LGTX -0
TAYLOR - FORM 14 TAYLOR - FORM 14
BLACKISH BROWN ON WHITE BROWN ON CREAM LAID
(LAN-008) (LAN-008)

N

ON 1 et
éz@y?”’”k ‘ExPRELS
g s
/

LGTX-L10 LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM AA17 TAYLOR - FORM 14
RED ON WHITE RED ON CREAM

(LAN-008) (LAN-008)




LANGTON & CO.

LGTX-L10

LG - U
TAYLOR - FORM S2 TAYLOR - FORM S2
BLACK ON YELLOWISH BLACK ON SALMON
LAID W/ RULED BACK LAID W/ RULED BACK

LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM S2
BLACK SEI;?ALMON

LGTX-L10 LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM TAYLOR - FORM S2
BLACK ON LI(I,,ET BLIIE GREE\Y BLAC‘,I}'A?I;\I')GRAY

LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM S2
BLACK ON ORANGE BUFF




LANGTON & CO.

LGTX-L10 LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM S18 TAYLOR - FORM S18
DARK BLUE ON WHITE BLUE ON WHITE

LGTX-L10
TAYLOR - FORM S18
BLUE ON BLUEISH LAID

LGTX-L10 LGTX-L10
) TAYLOR TAYLOR
BLACK ON WHITE BLACK ON BUFF




LANGTON & CO.

LGTX-L10
R

TAYLO
BLUE ON WHITE
LGTX-L10 LGTX-L10
TAYLOR-STYLE (VARIATION) MODERN (TAYLOR)
BLACK ON GREEN BLUE ON BUFF LAID

The two examples above are very similar to the Taylor forgery. The example at left is cruder, and
may be a very late printing of the Tay[or forgery, or a new forgery based on Tay{or’s work. The examp[e at
right is a modern reproduction, printed from a copy of the Taylor forgery.

The following forgeries are altogether different. A key identifying difference can be seen in the
three leftmost square ornaments in the top curved border, just above the twisted middle decoration. In the
previous forgeries, these squares are open at the bottom, in the following forgeries, all three squares are

closed at the bottom. The creator of these forgeries is unknown.

LGTX-IUNLISTEDI]
BLACK ON WHITE




LANGTON & CO.

LGTX-[UNLISTEDI
ORANGE RED ON WHITE

LGTX-[UNLISTED] LGTX-[UNLISTEDI]
BROWN ON CREAM GREEN BLUE ON WHITE

LGTX-[UNLISTEDI LGTX-[UNLISTEDI
BLUE ON CREAM BLUE ON WHITE
CUT TO SHAPE




LANGION & CO.

Langton’s Pioneer Express also used Franks like the examp[e below, printed in black or blue on

the top or vertically on [eﬁ side. This design was used on Nesbitt envelopes ﬁ'om 1861-1864.

LAN-010 : PAID BLACK
ON U59 : 3¢ PINK ON BUFF | UPSS 128-1

The example below is a forgery of a design used by Langton’s Nevada Mail and Express Co. The
real frank was printed on Nesbitt 1864 envelopes.

FORGERY
BLACK ON WHITE
(LAN-013 / LNMX-L1)




LANGTON & CO.

Langton’s Pioneer Express issued adhesive labels in two designs. The design featured here is a rectangle with a double-line border and simple

images of a stagecoach and steamship. This type of label was printed with either a town name or a blank space where a town name could be hand-

written.
The cover below was carried from Unionville, Nevada Territory to San Francisco, California.

LAN-601 &LGTX-LI
BLACK ON YELLOW
MANUSCRIPT “UNIONVILLE”




LANGTON & CO.

The cover below shows the conjunctive use between Langton’s Pioneer Express and Wells Fargo.
The letter was carried first by Wells, Fargo & Co. from San Francisco to Marysville, where it was collected
by Langton’s.

Langton’s Express carried the package to Downieville, where it was paid for. In addition to the
Wells Fargo C.0.D.” label, “COD” is written in manuscript to the right of the address.

LAN-601 | LGTX-L1
BLA(‘B ON BUFF - RYSVILLE x2)
PARTIAL PA( KAGE WIT
WFCX-L548
BLACK ON ORAI‘?'VGE SAN FRANCISCO (xX2)

'FCX-1L177
BLACK ON YELLOW




labels under the name “Langton & Co.” However, this name was used to produce bogus labels which were
sold to collectors. These bogus labels read “Money Package / Over All Our Routes” and feature a ship in
the central vignette, despite Langton’s Express on[y operating land routes. They are known to exist in a

variety of colors and values.

BOGUS 1
5 FOR A DOLLAR
GOLD ON

THIN BLUISH GRAY

LANGTON & CO.

Langton’s company issued labels during the Pioneer Express period, but never issued adhesive

BOGUS 1
5 FOR A DOLLAR
COPPER ON

THIN WHITE

BOGUS 1 BOGUS1 BOGUS 1
10 FOR A DOLLAR 15 FOR A DOLLAR 15 FOR A DOLLAR
BLACK ON BLACK ON BLUE BLACK ON
ORANGE SC GREEN SC WHITE

BOGUS 1 BOGUS1
20 FOR A DOLLAR 20 FOR A DOLLAR
BLACK ON BLACK ON
THIN BLUISH GRAY WHITE




LANGTON & CO.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
30 FOR A DOLLAR 30 FOR A DOLLAR 30 FOR A DOLLAR
GOLD ON GOLD ON GOLD ON
THIN WHITE THIN BLUE PALE BUFF

A second type of Langton & Co. bogus was made with the same design, but includes an error in
the circular border reading “Momey Package”.

BOGUS 2
BOGUS 2 20 FORA ONAF
10 FOR A DOLLAR THICK WHITE
BLUE ON WITH FAKE CANCEL
WHITE & PERFORATIONS
BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
20 FOR A DOLLAR 20 FOR A DOLLAR 20 FOR A DOLLAR
RED ON RED ON BLUE ON
WHITE WHITE WHITE

WITH FAKE CANCEL




LANGTON & CO.

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
30 FOR A DOLLAR 30 FOR A DOLLAR
GREEN ON GREEN ON
WHITE WHITE WITH

FAKE PERFORATIONS

BOGUS 2
40 FOR A DOLLAR
DULL PURPLE ON
STIFF WHITE
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