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LATHROP~S 
ALBANY BANK EXPRESS 

Augustus B. Lathrop ran a small express business, carrying exchanges between the banks of 
Albany and Tray in New York. Lathrop is listed as a "bank exchange" in Albany directories from 1862 to 

1878. From 1863-1864, his business was located 

.A ~J:W P&OJICT.-Aal(USlQS B. Ltlhrop, who 
for,. lo::.g 1erh1 of years llilS been lhe carrier of 
ezcll.•uit~ bot"eu \he banlra or thll cltJ aod 
Troy, p:opoie,. while 1\111 co11Un!ag lo the Mr• 
Tice of th~e loamuilou, to orpnlD • "pa,cd 
dtllY11r1" for the 1uo or our mercbaiile. For• 
Cfrtalo llz•d, moathly com~e1111\lo11, the amouot 
of which b.1$ no . JC~ bem deddecs IIPGD, but wblrb 
will 1;e a 1011g way below the praeal ezpeuo of 
111eb tenlce, be •lll e11g,go to dellYll' all tile 
gco:ta aod p.ucc:6 th•t hit aal>scrtben m11 dodre 
to hue 10 ill•roeed of, be thq few or manJ. 
W•l(Olll will f.,ari from t11rtal11 IIHD PolDtl 1e-
11ea\e117 tlltoo:1!\,1u~ tee d•J, a11d wlll call a\ \be 
1ioru or hll p.&1O01 u thef are re&cbe4 on t11e 
route_ Aa 1·1 ctutea or bDJert will be awned 
wlUI all kled, or purcbsaee bf \beae wagon-. the 
4dura llllll\10011 beccme ,o C011ftl'IID\ •Uh the 
realdcDCCI of tho "ahopplog" pub Uc Uln au enor 
m tlle dellvery or • package wW tMI a1moa, Im• 
poolble. )lr. J.,tbrop bu preae11ted Ille m,ttcr 
to a luge 1111111ber 01 oar mm:huta, who bHe re
ctlnd li 11!l&h \tic blgbea\ "pproba\lOD. The reg• 
'lllarl" and certahlty wttta wtaicla be llu co11dact• 
e4 \be butmna of the Buik Espreta farolSb. 111111• 
cleot proof tu\ the 11.ew uadniaklc& will be cue
lullr m!llllge:1 llld thon>11plf reliable. 
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at 57 State Street. By 1866, he had moved to 52 

State Street, where he remained until after 1876 . 

According to a newspaper article pub

lished in 1871, Lathrop expanded his business to 

include parcel delivery for local merchants. Pay

ment for his services was to be received monthly. 

Although this was a real service, there is 

no evidence that Lathrop's express used adhe

sive postage. Stamps under the "Lathrop's 

Albany Express" name have long been consid

ered bogus. 

These stamps, with a simple square 

design., are often attributed to S. Allan Taylor. 

These stamps are relatively scarce 

compared to other bogus stamps. 

The address listed on these stamps, 57 

State Street, is also the location of Gavit & Co., 

that 
DAILY ALBANY ARGUS, ALBANY, NEW YORK 

MAY 10, 1871 

the engraving and printing company 

prLnted the Pomeroy Express stamps. 
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