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MEARIS CITY DESPATCH POST

Established by Malcom W. Mearis in ] anuary 1846, this Baltimore local post carried letters within the

city and to the post.

Mearis was a lawyer who was inspired by local
posts in New York and Philadelphia. The post received
mail at 100 letter box locations throughout the city, with
his office located in the Jarvis Building. In the first three
months of operation, the rates for delivery were 2¢ for
letters carried locally, and 1¢ for letters to the mails. They
also offered a special “fast horse” service to deliver letters
directly to US mail agents for 2¢.

ADYERTISEMEN

THE BALTIMORE CLIPPER
JANUARY 24, 1846

The stamps issued by Mearis were typeset, and
printed in a form with multiple stamp types, based on
the kind and arrangement of type elements. At least ten
stamps were printed from a plate, evidenced by plate
reconstructions with. Stamps were printed in two
columns, with 2¢ stamps at left and 1¢ at right.
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{ONE CENT STAMP,
M. W. MEARIS,

. Philadelphia and Boston, and iz now sustuined and

i paid at the box.

Jaiweculs 25 W IO, AARGLIOBUEE,

CITY DESCATCH POST.
HE UNDREASIGNED, desirous of being
M. useful to his fetlow cltizens. begs o inform them
that he hax established a  City Desputc i Post”? wimt-
lur to those in the othur luge comumercial citios of
the tTuion, by which prrions, at the most distant
puints of tae city, may communicnts with anch otln Tig
withont defay or trouble, und ac w very sinall expense,
It has beea foumd cminently wsetul in New York, |

SE— L

ercounged by all chiwses; and the undersigned, in!
uffering himsefl o the pablic, pledges all that fdeity |
and indnstry can do 0 wake i1 8 convenicnt and use-
fuf eatablislnaent, and ouly asks, in retnen, the couti.
dence and support of bis frieada aud the publie.

100 boxes will be posted at the different points of
the city, specially enumerated by bills. “The chage
will be, upan a commuuication defivernd to any part
of the city, twa cents, and iett 2 o go outof town
will be isgularly mailed for one cent, which mns: be
I will ec ive atthe Golden Horse,
enr. Howard and Franklin sts. untit quarter before 9;
Mortimer & Mowhray’s, cor. Charles and Saltimore
streots, until 10 minutes beloee Y5 and at Taylor,
Witde & Co. and Sun office, antil five minutes befors
g o'elock, A. M. Al lclterd to gn East, which will be | _
carried by e to the mail ngentat e lower depot by
tast horse, for two cents eachi.  Notices delivered tor
asgociations and clubs at a small charge; alse snall
packages deliversd to any part of the city.  Good col-
leetions attended 1o for a small perceentnge.

MALCOLM W. MEARIS.
7= Persons will please direct their commutica-
tiony g0 that thes may be no mistake in the delivery,

Rerengnces =7, Colling Lee, Landert Gittinga,
Geo. M. Robertaon, Hugh McEidery, T, Yates Waish,
James O. Law and Wn. li. Watson, Evq'rs, and bu.
sineys men generally. ol lw
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103L3A - HORIZONTAL PAIR
GENUINE | PF CERT 0346655

103L3
2¢ BLACK ON GRAY
KELLY TYPEF
DIAMOND CORNERS
"CITY DESPATCH” SANS-SERIF
NARROW "POST”
LYONS POSITION 3

103L2
1¢ BLACK ON GRAY
KELLY TYPE A
DIAMOND CORNERS
"CITY DESPATCH” SANS-SERIF
NARROW "POST”
LYONS POSITION 4

The pair shown here is one of three se-tenant pair known. Only twelve complete stamps (and two
fragments) are vecorded. It was previously of the Caspary collection.




MEARIS CITY DESPATCH POST

In April 1846, Mearis changed the rates to 3¢ for unpaid letters, and 2¢ for paid deliveries both with-
in the city and to the mails. The cover shown here is dated April 28, 1846 and has no stamp affixed. The

¥

l?RDM AND AFTER THIS DATE, up-
A ouall comnunicauons unpaid, (o be delivered
inthe city, the charge will be J centa—but as usual,
Stamps (o pre-pay can be had here and at the Head
Office, at 23 conis per dozen.  Upon all lesters to go
to the Past Otfice for Mail the charge will be 2 cents,
which must be paid at the Boxes or they will not he
muled.  Notices for Sacieties, Circulars and Cata-
logues, Invitations to Parties, Balls, ke, ke, sorved
ata low chinree by ths hundeed, by calling at the of-
! ficr, Jarvie® Buildines, eorner of Norlh and Balti-
| mare strecte.  Uollections of all kinds atiended to
with promptncas.
apd-f MALCOM W. MBANIS,

w_

manuscript "3" indicates the rate for delivery of an un-

paid letter during this time period.

ADVERTISEMENT
PUBLISHED IN

THE BALTIMORE CLIPPER
APRIL 22, 1846

The cover below is one of seven covers recorded
with the circular "City Despatch Post" handstamp, and

the only entire cover mailed at the 3¢ unpaid rate.

MEARIS CITY DESPATCH POST

RED CIR

TLAR HANDSTAMP

MANUSCRIPT 3 - UNPAID DELIVERY WITHIN CITY
APRIL 28, 1846

In May, Mearis advertised the business for sale, and on May 20, Charles
W. Reed purchased the post. Reed operated the local until October, when it passed
to William Taylor and his agent RK. Ford. The post became the Johnson & Co.'s

City Despatch Post around November, 1847.

ILLUSTRATION OF
HANDSTAMP
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