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MEARIS? CITY DESPATCH POST 
Established by Malcom W. Mearis in January 1846, this Baltimore local post carried letters within the 

city and to the post 
Mearis was a lawyer who was inspired by local 

posts in New York and Philadelphia. The post received 

mail at 100 letter box locations throughout the city, with 

his cffi.ce located in the Jarvis Building. 1n the first three 

months of operation, the rates for delivery were 2¢ for 
letters carried locally, and 1¢ for letters to the mails. They 

also offered a special 'jast horse" service to deliver letters 

directly to US mail agents for 2¢. 

J••~~t,Ui it, \V_•_ ~·-'~~:~~ao~~-~~~t~t~l:~-1'~ .·- ,. ·-·- i ir 
CJ'fY 1n:~rATCH POST. 

T HE CNDJ; flislG!'liED, dcs1ru11K nr l>r.in• 
u.eful lu bi" fd low dtit.t'nK.bt&• l<•infnrm tltean 

thil1 heh,~ e,.t;illlish,:J I\ "(.'il!I Dnp11t, h Port" •io:i• 
lar to lh<M!t! in thu oth1:r h1c11 con111111rcial cit:u11 ur I 
thll lr11if,11, by whir.Ii 11n:1u11• , at rt,1! mo11t &Ji,itanl 1 
poiut" of t1w ci1y, 111ay c:u11111tu11ic11tH with i,11ch oth• r I~ 
withn•u dc:lay nr truubh·, uml :u 1l v,·ry small cxiwua•:, 

1
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r, hn~ tlf't'II li11m1l cm1111:11Uy llijl'lill ill N1•'A' \'ork, ~ 
l'hilar11:l11hiil anJ lloslon, and i~ no,v 11u~1uint•1I and , 
t1•c•1urn11cd It)' all claHe~; aud ll1u unrlt!r~1;1n,,il, in: 
,,tforin:r hitn~t?tr ,nth!! p11hlic, plt!diti all llllll Mllhl)' : 
:ud h11h1stry can rlo tn 1111\kfl it II coa1·P.11h:nt anti llilt!· 
ful c.!lllbli$hl!ltftl, and 011ly Qlllrll, in rmurn. lhll CUllli• 
Jenre ancl 1m1,omt of hie fric111J;i a111l &hP. public. 

100 b<1!l'" will be po,u,d :u tt,u 11,a-cum1 pnint• nl' 
J thP. cit)· I 111n·~ially t! IIIUlll:tllldl by u:111. 'J'll t cllllll!t 
1 

1

. WIii bl!, IIPOII Q cu111m1111icn1io11 1ltliwr,id lo IIUY 11111t 
~ of 11111 city, tlVn c,,uts, 0111I len ric tn "'' 011t nf ttll\'n 
I w,u be ••::11tarly 111llilt!d fur one Ct'lll .. which 111,u, be 
1 , paid at th1• boii; . I w ill ri•e Ive at thl' Golllen Jlor,-••• ADVERTISEMENT 

PUBLISHED IN 
THE BALTIMORE CLIPPER 

JANUARY 24, 1846 

The stamps issued by Mearis were typeset, and 
printed in a form with multiple stamp types, based on 

the kind and arrangement of type elements. At least ten 

stamps were printed from a plate, evidenced by plate 

reconstructions with. Stamps were printed in two 

columns, with 2¢ stamps at l~ and 1¢ at right. 

cnr. 1111 .... ·,ud :tlld Frn11l.lin IIIIJ, Ulllil qunrh!r btfi•rt: !J; 
1 l\1nrtinll'r & l\lnwhmy'", eor. ( ~lmtlt1 11111I llnlli&unrt 

•ll1>t•111 1 11n1il JO mlntllt!ll bc!iia,, 9; 111d Ill To)·lur, 
, W111h! &. Co, nnd S1111 nm,~1·, un1il li\·e n1ir,11M1 bt•litr,: 

U o'doc1', A. M. All h.Ltur4 t,, !:fl Eavt, which \\'ill b l.' • 
c:itried by mn tt> tllll 11111.il 11ge11t 111 Un: low1:r itc1111t by 
f;uat hm~ ... for two r.t•na~ l!Rdt . Nulit'tis ,lclivt!r,!tl Im • 
:l>!~ociali11111 a11d club" at R 111111.II ch.ir1~; 11IN0 ~1n11II , 
,r.1ek:11w• d••liYl•tlid 10 1u,y part or the city. Goud c11l- -
lcctions 1u1inded to rur a ~mall 1•rr ..,,,1111,::e, ~ 

~ M:\LC:Ot,!\t W. MEARfil. 
• rJl]- l'er10111 will plt,n,e dl1ect their c11mmu11iN• ~ 

liflll!f 10 lh:ll UU!li' 11111)' tm 110 1Ui3lnke in th•: di,liVl'I)', ' 
I lliiPRttl!lcli:!1-7.. Collin, l,m~, L:v11llcfl Cittini:,1, t 
! Geo, M. Rnb~,t-on, llu•h Mc~ldl'ty, T. Yate=i Wal>lh, 

I
J:1111r.1 O. Law 111d Win. U. V\1ut11011, t::..q•r11,nn,I t.11-
siuen ffll!R 111mf!r1lly. _____ Ja'.?3 lw• 
-•Ufi'. ... , .• ,i 011' nr•n " YON 

;, --··- ·---··--·· · -t; ◊ -·. ·---···----------◊ l cnv DES PAr cHl ,
1
1cn y DES,lATCH 1 

~? 1 , ~~--~~0 l ! TWO CENT ST A MP,! ( ONE CENT STAMP, 
1
, 

: M, W . MEARIS. , l M . W. MEARIS . . --------- ◊ ◊----·------◊ 

103L3A - HORIZO.NTAL PAIR 
GENUINE [ PF CERT 0346655 

103L3 103L2 
2 ¢ BLAC K ON GRAY 1 ¢ BLAC K ON GRAY 

KELLY TYPE F KELLY TYPE A 
DIAMOND C ORNERS DIAMOND CORNERS 

"CITY DESPATC H " SANS-SERIF "CITY DESPATCH" SANS-SERIF 
NARROW "POST" NARROW "POST" 

LYONS POSITION 3 LYONS POSITION 4 

The pair sh.own here is one of three se-tenant pair known. Only twelve complete stamps (and two 

fragments) are recorded. lt was previously of the Caspary collection. 



MEARIS' CITY DESPATCH POST 
ln April 1846, Mearis changed the rates to 3¢ for unpaid letters, and 2¢ for paid deliveries both with­

in the city and to the mails. The cover shown here is dated April 28, 1846 and has no stamp ~ed. The 

manuscript "3" indicates the rate for delivery of an un­
paid letter during this time period . 

ADVERTISEMENT 
PUBLISHED IN 
THE BALTIMORE CLIPPER 
APRIL 22, 1846 

•• ~ROM ANO APTER THIS DA.TE, 1tp• 
II:' 01111II co:n,n11nicauo111 unpaid, &o be delivered 

in the city, the r.h:ar~ will be 3 cen11-b1u a, ,uual, 
8tnn1111 Ill pre-pcty can be h:sd here an,t al Ille ff•ocl 
Office, at !l'i C•!Rl!I pr.r dl)1¥II, lTpo11 :ill ll?Ul!t, to 10 
to the POil Offic11 ,..,, Mail tho ch11rg#t will be ~ Ct'Rle, 
whiell mu,t h«l p11itf at 1hr. 81)Jf!I or they will n11, be 
m:uled, Nntiem1 rur ltocieti81, Circular■ and Cata­
lo;:uti1, lnvitalio111 to rar1ie~. Rnlt., &c. 8'1!,, 11r.rvt>d 
at a lnw <" ll nreP by thl½ lmnrlrr!d, by calling at the or-

, ftcP., J 11rvil' lluildinu, cnrnP.r of Nor lit and Balti-
1 n111re 1tr1?cu,. Culh:c,iou, of all kiada au•mJ.:d to 
I with prnn,p1na1. 
I _ aplf-tf __________ 11,U.COM \V, MEAnt8. 

The cover below is , one of seven covers recorded 

with the circular "City Despatch Post" handstamp, and 

the only entire cover mailed at the 3¢ unpaid rate. 

-M ' , 
-. . 'I 

MEA RIS CITY DESPATCH POST 
RED CIRCULAR HANDSTAM P 

lHANUSCRIPT 3 • UNPAID DELIVER Y WITHIN CITY 
APRIL 28, 1846 

ln May, Mearis advertised the business for sale, and on May 20, Charles 

W. Reed purchased the post. Reed operated the local until October, when it passed 

to William Taylor and his agent R.K Ford. The post became the Johnson & Co.'s 

City Despatch Post around November, 1847. 

) . : 
\ . ~. 

ILLUSTRATION OF 
HANDSTAMP 
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