
moody's penny dispatch



MOODYws PENNY DISPATCH 
Robert J. Moody briefly operated this local post in Chicago .from 1856 to 1857. He issued a 1¢ 

stamp for prepaid delivery to the post office or within the city. Genuine copies of this stamp, which are 

printed in black on red glazed swface colored paper, are quite rare. Less than 20 examples are recorded. 

Of the stamps known, there are several variations, including different punctuation ajt:er 

"Dispatch" (period, colon, or comma) and "CHlCAGO" in serif or sans serif type. 

ILLUSTRATIO OF 
MOODY'S CIRCULAR 

HANDSTAMP 
FROM AMERICAN STAMP­

LESS COVER CATALOG 

101Ll 
GENUINE 

lOlLlA 
GENUINE 

c~JM~J:' o~Jl~c?H 1¢ BLACK ON RED SC 
COMMA AFTER DISPATCH 

CHICAGO SANS SERIF 
CIRCULAR HS CANCEL 

CHICAGO WITH SERIF 
CIRCULAR HS CA CEL 

Robert J. Moody and his "city express 

post" are only listed for one year, 1856, in Geger 

& Cos Chicago Directory, and completely un­

listed in other directories of the period. 

ROBERT J. MOODY'S LISTING IN 
GEGER &,- 00. 'S CHICAGO DIRECTORY 1856 

The listed office location at 30 Dear­

born Street was a building that hosted other 

express and forwarding companies. 

The advertisement at right 

was published in the Daily Democratic 

Press on December 17, 1856. The ad, 

for John Lilly & Co., notes that" orders 

sent [ ... ] through Moody's Despatch 

will receive prompt attention." 

There are several theories for 

...... 
"llrINOE M~AT. MtNOE MEAT . 
..L.-,U..-Jolm Lilli-I uo.. are no• rel4b &o larnlah-,..., 
Ulu wltb their IODertor meac. prep~ ror bakiQI'. 
Thf'ft who an food of a aoocl mlnee pie. ahould not fall 
to IU,PIY them1ehe1. M WO reel OODlldeDt that lt hu 
■o 1opertor lJl I.ht. muktl. Order• 1ea., tol1 De1pl~• 
lhe,dt. ~e\WHD Lau and K•ndolJ)b (Wut aide) \hro11«_b 
llooc J'• • ·eapatott, w,ll reoelN ,rompl alten'1011. IL 
wUl alao be for Ml• a, N'l'enl of Ille retail croce-rlta So 
lbll olti,. uol8 6m otll. 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN THE 
DAILY DEMOCRATIC PRESS, DECEMBER 17, 1856. 

the rarity of Moody's stamps. The company was short lived and likely didn't produce a great supply. Also 
of note, the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 (less than 15 years ajt:er the post was active) likely destroyed many 

of the remainders. 



MOODYqS PENNY DISPATCH 
Due to the rarity of the Moody's stamps, there are many forgeries known. 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 
(110L1) 

= ·- ·-
XOODY'B 

'.Ptnnu ispnkg, 
11J CHICAGO • 

. . ,, : 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 

ON BLUE GRAY 
( 110L1) 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
( 110L1) 

FORGERY A VAR 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 
CHICAGO WITH SERIF 

(110L1) 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 
ON GRAY 

(110L1) 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
1¢BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 
WI FAKE CANCELLATION 

(110L1) 



MOODYws PENNY DISPATCH 

t~OO~~::f~~ 

' :Ptnlll! 
CHI 

-~~"½.. 

'4•+-~ -~- .•. • ...... 
MOODY'S 'I- ~ MOODY'S 

ftllllJl .!)u;paft\!, .~ ( ftllllJl ~ti;pafcg, 
CHICAGO. ~ CHICAGO. 

MOODY'S 

~ :prnnJl ~ispatcl!, 
~ CHICAGO. 

FORGERY A : HUSSEY 
1¢ BLACK ON GRAY 

BLOCK OF SIX 
( llOLl) 

FORGERYD 
AFTERMOENS 

1
¢ ~W~Pr\Fll: 

FORGERYE 
1¢ BLACK ON PURPLE 

( 110Ll l 

(llOLl) 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACK 

ON OHANGJl:SC 
(llOLl) 

Moody's Penny 
Dispatch. 

1856. 

ILLUSTRATION. 
J . W . SCOTT'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

ALBUM / 88fl. 

FORGERYC 
SCOTT ILLUSTRATION 

1¢BLACK 
ON ALBUM PAGE 

(llOLl) 

54 

I, MOODY'S ·fl 
prim~ b)1sµatcll, 

CH TC A G O. .· .... -. . 

LITHOGRAPH F fltOM 
•• POSTAGE STAM~. 

lLLUST !itATED. •• 
J . 11 . MOENS , 

LeNDON , 18&-4 

PLATE .?2.. 

FORGERYD 
MOENS ILLUSTRATION 

1¢BLACK 
ON CATALOG PAGE 

(llOLl) 



MOODYqS PENNY DISPATCH 
ln addition to forgeries created to look like the original Moody's stamps, bogus stamps using the 

Moody's name on original designs were also produced. Unscrupulous dealers attempted to pass these 

fakes as genuine stamps from the local post. S. A. Taylor created a majority of these bogus stamps. 

E
~---••.ot 
MOODY'S cj 

City Dispatch, : 
CHICAGO. ! 
--·••i • 

. 

. 

. 
' 

' 

...... 
MOODY 

City Dispa 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

1¢BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

1¢BLACK 
ON PINK 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

1¢BLACK 
ON LILAC 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

1¢BLACK 
ON BLUE 

Mo•~Cfo 
MOODY'S f 

City Dispatch, I 
CHICAGO. i 

Ol)NllOD•i 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR • FORM AB2 

1¢BLACK 
ON GREENISH 

-~•ct~Q~ 
MOODY'S J 

City Dispatch, I 
CH~J 
BOGUSl 

TAYLOR • FORM AB2 
1¢BLACK 
ON GOLD 

0000000 000 

i MOODY'S g 
;o Citv Dispatch 0 
·'.O .. , '0 
o CHICAGO. o 
~') t,O'COOO<H)g 

BOGUSl 
TAYLOR 

or¼\fiPTE 

Bogus 2 has two varieties, one with a complete left border and one with a break in the middle of the left border 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM Cl 

1¢DULLRED 
ON WHITE 

BREAK IN LEFT SIDE 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM CCl 

1¢BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 

UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE 

MOODY'S 

P'e.ttr:llr fi?'o~t ~ I 
CHICAGO, 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR· FORM Cl 

1¢BLACK 
ONYELLOW 

BREAK IN LEFT SIDE 

·•oonrs 
Pe J Post~ 

CHICAGO, 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM CCl 

l~BLACK 
ON PEACH SC 

UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM Cl 

oJ{-;1M~1fsc 
BREAK IN LEFT SIDE 

MOODY'S 

Penny Post~ 
CHICAGO. 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM CCl 

1¢BLACK 
ON ORANGE BUFF 

UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM Cl 

1¢RED 
ON PALE PINK LAID 

BREAK I LEFT SIDE 

MOODY'S 

Penny Poat~ 
CHICAGO. 

BOGUS2 
TAYLOR • FORM CCl 

l!!BLACK 
ON BLUE GRAY 

UNBROKE LEFT SIDE 



MOODYqS PENNY DISPATCH 

~~~OC?{~ 

• MOODY'S 
PFN~v Pos 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR· FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
ON WHITE 

Pv. ·. V !>OST 
CHICAGO. 

~,«a 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
ON YELLOW SC 

BOGUS4 
TAYLOR 
!¢BLACK 

ON ORANGE SC 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
0 WHITELAID 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR· FORM Ml 

o Go~Jl¥1:ffow sc 

BOGUS4 
TAYLOR 
!¢BLACK 

ON YELLOW SC 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

MOODY'S 
Pi."JINY PoST, 

CHICAGO. 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR· FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
0 SALMONSC 

• 

r i 

·fie -~~·f 
. t_ ... : ..... ,f 

: . • • 

----
. . 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
ON VERMILION SC 

BOGUS3 
TAYLOR • FORM Ml 

!¢BLACK 
0 RASPBERRY SC 

BOGUS4 
TAYLOR 
!¢BLACK 

ON BLUE SC 

Bogus 5 is unique among the other Moody's bogus stamps. The post is spelled "Moodie" and the 

value is 2¢ instead of a penny. lt is the only known Moody's bogus not created by SA.Taylor. 

BOGUS5 
2fBLACKON 

STIFF CREAM 

BOGUS5 

o&l3~~1½ i1twF 
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