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MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH

Robert ). Moody briefly operated this local post in Chicago from 1856 to 1857. He issued a 1¢

stamp for prepaid delivery to the post office

or within the city. Genuine copies of this stamp, which are

printed in black on red glazed surface colored paper, are quite rare. Less than 20 examples are recorded.

Of the stamps known, there are

several variations, including different punctuation after

“Dispatch” (period, colon, or comma) and “CHICAGO” in serif or sans serif type.
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ROBERT J. MOODY'S LISTING IN

GEGER & CO.’S CHICAGO DIRECTORY 1856

The advertisement at right
was published in the Daily Democratic
Press on December 17, 1856. The ad,
for John Lilly & Co., notes that “ orders
sent [..] through Moody’s Despatch

will receive prompt attention.”

J

There are several theories for

1, BLACK ON RED SC

CH
CIR( ULAR HS CANCEL

| Bosaperior In thls market. Ordtn sentto?i D

101L1
GENUINF
1 BLA(R ON RED SC
LIA AFTER DISPATCH
CAGO WITH SERIF ‘
C IR( ULAR HS CANCEL

Robert ). Moody and his “city express
post” are only listed for one year, 1856, in Geger
& Co’s Chicago Directory, and completely un-
listed in other directories of the period.

The listed office location at 30 Dear-
born Street was a building that hosted other

express and forwarding companies.
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ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN THE /
DAILY DEMOCRATIC PRESS, DECEMBER 17, 1856.

the rarity of Moody’s stamps. The company was short lived and likely didn’t produce a great supply. Also
of note, the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 (less than 15 years after the post was active) likely destroyed many
of the remainders.




MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH

Due to the rarity of the Moody’s stamps, there are many forgeries known.
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MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH

FORGERY A : HUSSEY
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MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH

In addition to fovgeries created to look like the origina[ Moody’s stamps, bogus stamps using the

Moody’s name on original designs were also produced. Unscrupulous dealers attempted to pass these

fakes as genuine stamps from the local post. S. A. Taylor created a majority of these bogus stamps.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
TAYLOR - I‘ORNi AB2 TAYLOR - FORM AB2 TAYLOR - FOR\I AB2
1¢ BLA 1¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK
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gCity Dispatch, #
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BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
TAYLOR - FORM AB2 TAYLOR - FORM AB2 TAYLOR - FORM AB2 TAYLOR

1¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK 1l¢ RED

ON BLUE ON GREENISH ON GOLD ON WHITE

Bogus 2 has two varieties, one with a comp[ete [eft border and one with a break in the middle of the qut border

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TAYLOR - FORM C1 TAYLOR - FORM C1 TAYLOR - FORM C1 TAYLOR - FORM C1
1¢ D('LL RED 1l¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK 1¢ RED
ON WHITE O \T YELLOW ON GREEV SC ON PALE PINK LAID
BREAK IN LEFT SIDE BREAK IN LEFT SIDE BREAK IN LEFT SIDE BREAK IN LEFT SIDE

GUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TAY L()R FORM CC1 TAYLOR - FORM CC1 TAYLOR - FOR\I cC1 TAYLOR - FORM CC1
1¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK l¢ BLACK 1¢ BLACK
ON VERMILION SC ON PEACH SC ON ORA\'GL BUFF ON BLUE GRAY

UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE UNBROKEN LEFT SIDE




MOODY'S PENNY DISPATCH

MOODY'S
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BOGUS 4
TAYLOR

1¢ BLACK
ON GREEN SC

BOGUS 4
TAYLOR

1¢ BLACK
ON BLUE SC

Bogus 5 is unique among the other Moody’s bogus stamps. The post is spelled “Moodie” and the

value is 2¢ instead of apenny. It is the only known Moody’s bogus not created by SA. Tay[or.

MOODIE'S

2c.

City
Dispatch Post.

BOGUS S5
2¢ BLACK ON
STIFF CREAM

BOGUS 5
2¢ BLACK ON
DULL (-RAY BUFF




	MoodysPD001
	MoodysPD002
	MoodysPD003
	MoodysPD004
	MoodysPD005

