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penny express company



PENNY EXPRESS COMPANY 
This independent mail company operated in California for a brief period in 1855. The company 

was established by Henry Reed,formerly an agent for the Adam's & Co. California office. Reed was the 

proprietor of San Francisco's first local post, Reed's City Despatch Post, which ran from 1853-1854. 

After Adam's & Co. California went bankrupt, Reed attempted to start a new letter carrying ser­

vice that would operate between San Francisco, Sacramento, Maryville, Benicia, Sanjose, and Santa Clara. 

An 1855 newspaper article advertises that the rate of postage was five cents per letter, and that the compa­

ARTICLE AS PUBLISHED IN THE 
DAILY ALTA CALIFORNIA - JUNE 25, 1855 
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ny hoped to expand its lines into Oregon. 

Stamps for the express were 

printed, but none are known used. This is 

probably because only a few months later 

it was reported that Reed, still entangled 

in lawsuits from the failed Adam's & Co. 

California venture, was reported to have 

fled the city, returning to the East Coast It 

is likely the post did not carry mail at all. 
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These stamps were printed in three colors: black, blue, and red. Of these, the black is the most 

scarce, and was the only one issued with gum. Stamps were printed in sheets of 32. The following pages 

feature full sheets of both the blue (114L2) and red (114L3) stamps. 







PENNY EXPRESS COO 
The Penny Express Co. counteefeit known as "Forgery A" was printed hy S. Allan Taylor. 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM 11 
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ON WHITE 

(114L2) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM 11 

5¢BLUE 
ONPINKH. LAID 

(114L2) 

FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM 17 
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FORGERY A 
TAYLOR - FORM 17 
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(114L1) 

Forgery B can also be attributed to Taylor. A partial offset print ef the design can be found along 

with other Taylor fakes on the reverse of a Swyt & Co. Express forgery. 

PHOTOCOPY OF SWIFT & CO. EXPRESS FORGERY 
TAYLOR FORGERY WITH OFFSET FORGERIES ON REVERSE 

BERFORD & CO. 3¢ FORGERY B I BROWN & MCGILL FORGERY C 
PENNY EXPRESS FORGERY B 
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TAYLOR - FORM AB7 
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PENNY EXPRESS CO~ 
lt is unknown who printed the Jollowingforgeries. 
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