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Catalog of Philatelic Miscellany; auction lot descriptions from Seigel Auction Galleries, Kelleher Auctions, H.R. Harmer, and Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions; in-
period directories and newspaper archives; and the notes of George Sloane and Gordon Stimmell.
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PENNY EXPRESS COMPANY

This independent mail company operated in California for a brief period in 1855. The company
was established by Henry Reed, former[y an agent for the Adam’s & Co. Calﬁ?omia qfﬁce. Reed was the
proprietor of San Francisco’s first local post , Reed’s City Despatch Post, which ran from 1853-1854.

After Adam’s & Co. California went bankrupt, Reed attempted to start a new letter carrying ser-
vice that would operate between San Francisco, Sacramento, Maryviﬂe, Benicia, San Jose, and Santa Clara.
An 1855 newspaper article advertises that the rate of postage was five cents per letter, and that the compa-

ny hoped to expand its lines into Oregon.
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11411 1141.3
GENUINE GENUINE
S{IBLACK 5¢ RED
ON WHITE ON WHITE

These stamps were printed in three colors: black, blue, and red. Of these, the black is the most

scarce, and was the only one issued with gum. Stamps were printed in sheets of 32. The following pages
feature full sheets of both the blue (n4L2) and red (n413) stamps.
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PENNY EXPRESS CO.

The Penny Express Co. countevfeit known as “Forgery A” was pr'mted by S. Allan Tay[or.

FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A FORGERY A
TAY. LOP FORM 11 TAYLOR - FORM 11 TAYLOR - FORM 17 TAYLOR - FORM 17
\{f TE 5¢ BLUE 5¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACK

WHITE ON PINK H. LAID ON WHITE ON CREAM
(114L.2) (114L.2) (114L.1) (114L1)

Forgery B can also be attributed to Tay[or. A partia[ oﬂset print of the design can be found a[ong
with other Taylor fakes on the reverse of a Swﬁ & Co. Express fovge‘ry.

PHOTOCOPY OF SWIFT & CO. EXPRESS FORGERY FORGERY B
TAYLOR FORGERY WITH OFFSET FORGERIES ON REVERSE TAYLORBLF%§\1 AB7
BERFORD & CO. 3¢ FORGERY B | BROWN & MCGILL FORGERY C =
PENNY EXPRESS FORGERY B O(NI}N;IE{'I;E

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR
5¢ BLACK 5¢XBLU'E 5¢ DARK BLUE
ON BUFF ON YELLOW

ON WHITE LAID
(114L.1) (114L.2) ( 114L2 ) (114L.2)




FORGERY D
5¢ BLACK
ON WHITE
(114L.1)

PENNY EXPRESS CO.

1t is unknown who printed the following forgeries.

FORGERY D
5¢ INTENSE BLACK
ON WHITE

(114L1)

FORGERY D1
5¢ BLACK
ON WHITE
(114L.1)
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