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PRNATE POST OFFICE 
This San Francisco local post opened in May, 1869. The exact identity of the proprietor is 1.m

known., though early advertisements are signed 'W. F. & S." 

Although the office was threatened by regulations prohibiting private posts, the company got 

around this by impressing their franks on prepaid US en-

velopes in the style of express companies. The rates for the 
Private Post Qffice were 15¢ for letters east of; and 25¢ for 
letters west of Taylor and Sixth streets - much higher than 

the regular US postage rate of 3¢ ( 2¢ for local delivery). This 

high price ajforded an expedited service, with letters to he 

delivered within one hour of mailing. 

The example featured here is a complete, unused 

25¢ envelope. Complete examples are scarce, as most im

pressions were cut from envelopes. A used example, dated 

June 3, is recorded. 
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5 Kearny St., S . F. f 

Letters delivered t o any destination in ii: 
the city 

With.in cne hour after 'lnailiny • ... 

East of Tayl~r and Sixth .• 15c. :;.'1 \ 
West " " " • • 25c. :r, -::j 
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OALt AND SEE '.rilE 

PRIVATE POST OFFICE, . 
No. 5 Konrny Btreet. 

· ~ Letter11, Messa11os, Bwall Paokagos, etc., 
dolivorvd to ADT destination in the oily 

Within One Hour After Mn!ling. 

~ OIROULAM, BUSINESS CARD!'I, etc., 
J)romp• l7 and carcfolly di~tributed frs m this of
lice by ~om~•cton~ meascngo111. 

A trllll from the 1dvcrti1ln,IJ' cornronnily is re
spoetfully solicited to test the ~llicacy cA Lb.is 
brllll<J.ll of our bu,inors. 

A select 11S&ortmo.11t ef Fillo Stationer)' at low 
pricea. . ru'.!'J-W,Jf&Ss.!ln 

ADVERTISEMENT AS PUBLISHED IN 
THE SAN FRANCISCO OHRONIOLE 

MAY 29, 1869 

123LU3B: 25¢ BLUE ON BUFF 
IMPRESSED ON U59 : 3¢ PINK ON BUFF 

UPSS 127 I SIZE 7 I KNIFE 23 I WMK 1 1 DIE 26 

The post was located at 5 Kearny Street, the same location as the Public Letter Office & Package 

Delivery Company. This second company, listed under proprietor Z.M. Nagel, operated at the same time 

and might he a successor or predecessor of the post. 
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