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UNION DESPATCH (STILES?S} 
These mysterious stamps were long considered bogus. The excess of forgeries and extreme rarity 

of real stamps made it suspicious to many collectors. Recorded in philatelic j ournals as early as 18751 the 
stamps were not listed as genuine in the Scott Specialized Catalogue until 2018. The genuine stamps can 

be identified by a background of very thin (almost invisible) vertical lines behind the horse head in the 

center of the design, and irregular peeforation. 

The Union Despatch stamps are attributed to the Union Despatch express and freight company 

established by William and Edmond Stiles around 1855. Stiles's office was headquarted in Chicago and 

operated until at least 1860 with the Stiles family as proprietors. The stamps, known in 5¢ and 20¢ 

denominations, were probably used to pay for the delivery of packages. 

Although most experts agree that these stamps originated. with Stites, there is no printed evi

dence to tie the Union Despatch stamps with the 

company specifically. A key argument in linking the 
stamps to Stiles is the use of rough, irregular 

peiforattons on the stamps, whtch are some of the 

earliest examples of peeforated stamps. 
Peeforation machines were in early develop

ment in the 1850s. ln 1856, Chicago experimented with 

peeforating machines on the impeiforate 3¢ US stamps 

of 1851. These "Chicago Trial" peeforations are very 

similar to the rough 12½ gauge peeforations on the 
Union Despatch stamps. This obsewation makes 

Chicago, home of Stiles, the most likely origin of the 

stamps. 
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UNION DESPATCH (STILESjS) 
Adding to the mystery of the Union Despatch stamps, none of the forgeries are attributed to any 

the major local post forgers (Scott, Hussey; Taylor, or Moens). None ef the four recorded forgery types 
have an identfed forger. 

FORGERY A 
5 ¢ GREEN (SHADE) 
ON THIN WHITE 

FORGERY A 
591 RED (SHADE) 

ON STIFF WHITE 

FORGERY A 
5¢ GJW~<f~E) 

FORGERY A 
5¢ RED (SHADE) 

ON STIFF WHITE 

FORGERY A 
(;¢ GREEN (SHADE) 
ON STIFF WHITE 

FORGERY A 
5¢ RED (SHADE) 

ON STIFF WHITE 

FORGERY A 
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 
ON STIFF WHITE 



UNION DESPATCH (STILES~S) 

FORGERY A 
55 BLACK (SHADE) 
ON THIN WHITE 

FORGERY A 

oJ~11~h~TE 
VERTICAL STRIP 

OF THREE 

:FORGERY A 
5¢ HLACK (SHADE) 

ON WHITE 

FORGERY A 
5¢ BLACK (SHADE) 
ON STIFF WHITE 

FORGERY A 
5¢ BLACK (SHADE) 

ON THICK CREAM 

The Union Despatch Forgery A stamps are known print

ed in multiples or on papers withforgeries of other locals, such as 

Warwick's or Boyd's (below). 

FORGERY A 
5¢ RED (SHA~fig~._gyGH WHITE 

BOYD'S FORGERY D, TYPE X 

The style of the Boyd's forgery on the pair above is 

attributed to SA. Taylor, but it appears to be a copy of Taylor's 

design rather than an original forgery. 



UNION DESPATCH (STILES~S) 

FORGERY A 
5¢ GREEN {SHADE.SJ ON THIN WHITE 

TETE-BECHE PAIR 

Union Despatch Forgery A stamps are known printed in mu.ltiples or on papers with forgeries of 
other locals. lmpressions were not u.niformly arranged, resu.lting in tete-beche or turned pairs . 

FORGERY A 
5¢ BLACK (SHADES) ON THIN WHITE 

HORIZONTAL PAIR 

• 



UNION DESPATCH ( STILESjS) 

FORGERYB 
5¢ ~~~UiE) 

< 170L1) 

FORGERYB 
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 

ON WHITE H. LAID 
< 170L1) 

FORGERYB 
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 

ON WlllTE - CANCELLED 
( 170L1) 



UNION DESPATCH (STILES?S} 

FORGERYC 
5¢ g~~ffiE) 

( 170Ll) 

FORGERYC 
5¢ GJW~<fJ;1itDE) 

( 170Ll l 

FORGERYD 

FORGERYC 
5¢ B6'~~f~DE) 

( 170Ll) 

FORGERYD FORGERYD 
5¢ RED (SHADE) 

ON WHITE 
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 

ON WHITE 5¢ 1l>¼~l¥J>El 
( 170Ll l ( 170Ll l (170Ll) 

A btigus stami, using the Uniofi Despatch namt! lHtd hbrtler design with the central vign.ette crudely copl~cl 

from the Penny Express Co. st.amps. 

BOGUS2 
5¢PURPLE 
ONWIIITE 

BODUS2 
5¢GREEN 
ON WHITE 

BOGUS2 
5¢DULLRED 

ONRED 

BODUS2 
5¢ LIGHT BLUE 

ONWHITE 

BOGUS2 
5¢DULLRED 
ONOI"-.ANGE 

BOt'IU82 
5¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
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