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UNION DESPATCH (STILES'S)

These mysterious stamps were long considered bogus. The excess of forgeries and extreme rarity
of real stamps made it suspicious to many collectors. Recorded in philatelic journals as early as 1875, the
stamps were not listed as genuine in the Scott Specz'a/z'zec/ Cata[ogue until 2018. The genuine stamps can
be identified by a background of very thin (almost invisible) vertical lines behind the horse head in the
center of the design, and irregular perforation.

17011
GENUINE
5¢ BROWNISH RED
ON WHITE

The Union Despatch stamps are attributed to the Union Despatch express and freight company
established by William and Edmond Stiles around 1855. Stiles’s office was headquarted in Chicago and
operated until at least 1860 with the Stiles family as proprietors. The stamps, known in 5¢ and 20¢
denominations, were probably used to pay for the delivery of packages.

Although most experts agree that these stamps originated with Stiles, there is no printed evi-
dence to tie the Union Despatch stamps with the
company specifically. A key argument in linking the — EEEEEEERERERERERERERERERERN}E}E =
stamps to Stiles is the use of rough, irregular UNION DESPATCH GOMPI‘NY
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UNION DESPATCH (STILES'S)

Adding to the mystery of the Union Despatch stamps, none of the forgeries are attributed to any

the major local post forgers (Scott, Hussey, Taylor, or Moens). None of the four recorded forgery types
have an identified forger.

FORGERY A
5¢ RED (SHADE)
ON STIFF WHITE

FORGERY A
S5¢ RED (SHADE)
ON THIN WHITE

FORGERY A
5¢ RLD (SHADE)
ON WHITE
FORGERY A FORGERY A
5¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ RED (SHADE)
ON STIFF WHITE ON STIFF WHITE

FORGERY A g e FORGERY A
GREEN (SHA FORGERY A _ FORGERY A ke ORI
SN TN WhE 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE)

ON WHITE ON STIFF WHITE S B




UNION DESPATCH (STILES’S)

FORGERY A FORGERY A
FORGERY A 5¢ BLACK (SHADE) Sf\BLA(.‘K (SHADE)
5¢ BLACK (SHADE) ON STIFF WHITE ON THICK CREAM

ON THIN WHITE FORGERY A
5¢ BLACK (SHADE)
ON WHITE

The Union Despatch Forgery A stamps are known print-
ed in mu[tip[es or on papers with forgeries of other locals, such as
Warwick’s or Boyd’s (below).

OR

F GERY A
5¢ RED (SHADE) ON ROL’GH WHITE
PAIR WITII
BOYD’'S FORGERY D, TYPE X

The sty[e of the Boyd’s forgery on the pair above is

f U attributed to SA. Tay[or. but it appears to be a copy of Tay[or’s
VRRTICAL STRID. design rather tha iginal
SRTICAL ST esign rather than an origina forgery.




UNION DESPATCH (STILES'S)

FORGERY A
5¢ GREEN (SHADES) ON THIN WHITE
TETE-BECHE PATR

Union Despatch Forgery A stamps are known printed in multiples or on papers with forgeries of

other locals. Impressions were not uniformly arranged, resulting in téte-béche or turned pairs.

FORGERY A
5¢ GREEN (SHADES) ON ROUGH WHITE
HORIZONTAL STRIP OF THREE

FORGERY A
5¢ BLACK (SHADES) ON THIN WHITE
HORIZONTAL PAIR




UNION DESPATCH (STILES'S)

FORGERY B FORGERY B
5¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ RED (SHADE)
ON WHITE ON WHITE
(170L1) (170L1)

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE)
N WHITE ON WHITE H. LAID ON WHITE - CANCELLED
(170L1) (170L1) (170L1)

FORGERY B
5¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON WHITE
(170L1)




UNION DESPATCH (STILES'S)

FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C FORGERY C
5¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ BLUE (SHADE) 5¢ BLACK (SHADE)
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
(170L1) (170L1) (170L1) (170L1)

FORGERY D FORGERY D FORGERY D
S¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ BLUE (SHADE)
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
(170L1) (170L1) (170L1)

A bogus stamp using the Union Despatch name and border design with the central vignette crudely copied
ﬁrom the Penny Express Co. stamps.

BOGUS2 BO(‘}["E 2 BOGUR?2 B()(*U‘a 2

5¢ DULL RED ¢ GREEN 5¢ LIGHT BLUE ¢ BLACK
ON WHITE O‘\' WHITE ON WHITE O\' WHITE

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 ‘)
5¢ PURPLE 5¢ DULL RED 5¢ DULL RE
N WIIITE ON RED CN OR —\‘\(YIL
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