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UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

Around 1850, Joseph E. Dunham purchased the Messenkope’s Post Office and took over the New
York local as the Union Square Post Office. The post was located just under Union Square at 64 or 62 East
14th street. Around 1855, Dunham sold the post qf Phineas C. Godﬁey who operated it until around 1856.

The post issued a stamp with a shield design in 1¢ and 2¢ denominations. 1¢ stamps carried mail to

the US Post O_ﬂ:tce for further de[ivery, and were pr'mted on dark or app le green paper.

14111 14111
GE\'CI\T GENUINE GENUINE
BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON
DARIx GREEN DARK GREEN DARK GREEN
CDS CANCEL CIRCLE OF V CANCEL

14111 14111
GENUINE GENUINE
1¢ BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON
DARK GREEN DARK GREEN
VERTICAL PAIR BLOCK OF TEN

14112 1411.2 14112
GENUINE GENUINE GENUINE
llg BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON
PLE GREE’\ APPLE GREEN APPLE GREEN

CUT TO S CDS CANCEL CTS - CDS CANCEL




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

The Union Square Post Office also used a large, red oval handstamp that reads “DUNHAMS / UN-
10N-SQUARE / POST-OFFICE.”

DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP

éW//Z%Wg@
/fﬁ%/}

DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP
RED LUR\ ED “PAID” HANDSTAMP
SMALL MOURNING COVER




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

14112 : GENUINE : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
- SCRIPT CANCEL

ORK 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP

AUGUST 24 (CIRCA 1851)

The cover above was mailed around 1851, when the US postage rate for letters carried under 3000
miles was 3¢ when postage was prepaid; and 5¢ when paid collect.

The letter was carried by the Union Square Post Office to the US Post Office, where it was passed onto
the government service. Because no US stamp was affixed, the US Post Office applied the New York scts.
handstamyp before carrying the letter out of the city to New London.




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

141112 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE C vRFE\
GENUINE ON COVER, TIED BY
BLACK N}L“ YORK 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP
APRIL 6 (CIRCA 1851)

14112 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
GENUINE ON COV ER FRONT, TIED BY
BLACK NEW YORK 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP
JANUARY 25 (CIRCA 1851




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

From 1851 to 1863, letters carried less than 3000 miles were chayged a rate of 3¢ when prepaid with

US postage stamps. The covers featured here include both the 1¢ Union Square PO stamps paying their deliv-
ery to the US Post Office, and 3¢ US stamps prepaying their final delivery by the US Post Office.

14112 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
GENUINE ON COVER' CA\'CFLLFD BY MANUSCRIPT CANCEL
: 3¢ DULL RED
BLACK NEW YORk CDS HANDSTAMP - MARCH 20

4112 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
GENU I\F ON COV ER TIED BY MANUSCRIPT CANCEL
A : 3¢ DULL RED
BLACK NEWY ORI\ CDS HANDSTAMP - MARCH 21




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

14112 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
GENUINE ON COVER TIED YPNB%%IEIEET & CDS HANDSTAMP CANCEL

D
BLACK NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP - FEBRUARY 12

14112 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN
GENUINE ON COVER TIED BY NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP

]5 ULL RED
BLACK NEW YORK ‘CDS HANDSTAMP - MARCH 2




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE
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14112 (X2) : GENUINE
1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN - MANUSCRIPT PENCIL CANCEL
DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP

The cover above was delivered locaﬂy by the Union Square PO, but is paid with two 1¢ "to the mail”
stamps rather than a single “city dispatch” stamp. This cover is also marked with a Dunham’s Union Square
Post Oﬂice handstamp.

The enve[ope is addressed to Horation Allen, a Vice President cf the Association fov Improving the
Condition qf the Poor.




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

Several forgeries of the Union Square PO 1¢ “To The Mail” stamps are known. Forgery A, shown be-
low, is easily identified by the word “SQUAHE” - which is printed with an “H” in place of an “R”.

FORGERY A

1¢ BLACK ON FORGERY A
DcARK GREEN 1¢ BLACK OIN
(141L.1) BRIGHT DEEP BLUE SC
(141L.1)

FORGERY A o
1¢ BLACK ON BRIGHT DEEP BLUE SC
BLOCK OF SIX - TETE-BECH




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

The 1¢ Forgery B is identified by a small break in the shield border above the “U” in “UNION”; and
the tail of the “Q” in “SQUARE’”, which hangs low.

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
1¢ BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON 1¢ BLACK ON
DARK GREEN fD[TLL RED VIOLET GRAY
(141L1) (141L1) (141L1)

FORGERY B FORGERY B

1¢ BLACK ON 16 BLACK ON

BRIGHT GREEN SC RANGE SC
(141L1) (141L1)

Forgery C was printed by J.W. Scott, and is based on the illustration used by Scott for his company’s

stamp catalogues and albums.

FORGERY C
SCOTT

1¢ BLACK ON r G
DARK GREEN FO&%‘%} ©
(141L1) 1¢ BLACK ON

DARKISH GREEN
(141L1)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

Forgery D was printed by S.A. Tay[or. This forgevy has an unbroken shield border, similar to forgery
C, but has slightly larger, bolder font.

FORGERY D FORGERY D

el 0 TAYLOR - FORM 13
A 1¢ BLACK ON
SOARLET SO 'ELLOW SC
(141L1) srer il

FORGERY D FORGERY D
TAYLOR FORGERY D AYLOR
1¢ BLACK ON TAYLOR 1¢ BLAC‘Ix ON
GREEN 1¢ BLACK ON BLUE
(141L1) OLI(‘E}ICIY}}})EE\ (141L1)

Forgery F is typographed on thin, yellowish green paper.

FORGERY F
1¢ BLACK ON
YEL O(VVISH ()}REEN




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

Forgery G is based on the illustration used in JB Moens stamp catalogues after 1864.

FORGERY G FORGERY G
< J 11¢ BLACK ON
DARK GREEN LIGHT GREEN
(141L1) (141L2)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

2¢ stamps paid for direct delivery within the city. These stamps were printed on rose colored paper.
Many examples of genuine stamps have faded to other shades over time.

14113 14113 14113
GENUINE GENUINE GENUINE
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON
ROSE (SHADE) ROSE (SHADE) ROSE (SHADE)

141L3 : GENUINE
2¢ BLACK ON ROSE (SHADE)
HORIZONTAL STRIP OF FOUR

The 2¢ City Delivery stamps were printed in sheets of
120 subjects.

On the following page is a reconstructed half sheet
of 60 subjects, arranged in ten rows of six stamps.

14113
GENUINE
2¢ BLACK ON
ROSE (SHADE)
BLOCK OF FOUR
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UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

141L3 BLACK ON ROSE (SHADE)
NE ON COVE%EVITH

11A
NEW YORK CDg¢HA STAMP CANCEL
AUGUST 27 (1853)

Although the cover above was carried to the US Post Office, it is paid with a 2¢ “City Dispatch” stamp
rather than the cheaper 1¢ “To the Mail” stamp.
From the US Post Office, it was carried out of the city, prepaid with a 3¢ US stamp.




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

There are more diﬂ?erent forgeries of the 2¢ “City Dispatch” stamps than the 1¢.

DISPATCH
O CENTS

FORGERY A

E%L(A;%K%\' 2¢ BLACK ON

2¢ BLAL 1N FORGERY A FORGERY A £ -

R()(Sﬂi&ﬁéA)DE) 2¢ BLACK ON 2 BLACK ON Ros%((ﬁlﬁug LAID
RO(SE (SHSA)DE) RosF((ﬁing; LAID

The 2¢ Forgery B was printed by S. A. Taylor. Taylor used the die in several forms. The die appears to
have been damaged during its use in form 19, evidenced by a pattern of fau(ts that appear on some of the

examp [CS ‘

FORGERY B

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM 13 TAYLOR - FORM 13
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON
SCARLET SC YELLOW SC
(141L3) (141L3)

FORGERY B

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM 19 TAX LOR - FORM 19 TAYLOR - FORM 19 TA'). LOR - FORM 19
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON
GREEN SC VERMILION SC GREEN SC ¥ ER\IILIO\ SC
NO FAULTS NO FAULTS WITH FAULTS WITH FAUL
(141L3) 141L3) (141L3 )

(141L3)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

DISPATCH
JWO CENT

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AA1l
2¢ DULL BLUE
ON WHITE
(141L3)

SRR

CITY

DISPATCH
JWO CENT.

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AA1l
RED

CITY

DISPATCH
JWO CENT

FORGERY B

TAYLOR - FORM AA1l

2¢ DULL GREEN
ON WHIT

(141L3)

E

>'p.o

DISPATCH
WO CENT

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AA1l
¢ RED
O’\v WHITE
141L3)

CiTY

DISPATCH
JWO CENT.

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AAl

2¢ DULL 2¢ MAROON
ON WHITE N WHITE
(141L3) (141L3)
CITY
DISPATCH
JWO CENT
()
FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AAl TAYLOR - FORM AAl TAYLOR FORM AA1l
2¢ BROWN 2¢ DULL VIOLET BROWN ¢ BLACK
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON POX AL BLUE SC
(141L3) (141L3) (141L3)

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - F%R\I AAl14

(141L3)

FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AAl14
2¢ BLACK ON
MAUVE
(141L.3)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR - FORM AAl4 TAYLOR - FORM AAl14
QéBLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON
BRIGHT GREEN SC GREEN SC

(141L3) (141L3)

FORGERY B FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON
BLUE (SHADE) BLUE (SHADE) BLUE GREEN
(141L3) (141L3) (141L3)

FORGERY B FORGERY B
TAYLOR TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON

GREEN DULL ROSE

(141L3) (141L3)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

Forgery D was printed by]W Scott and is based on the illustration ﬁ'om the Scott catalogues and

albums.

FORGERY D FORGERY D FORGERY D
__scoTT SCoOoTT SCOTT

2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON ‘ZﬁBLACK ON

DULL VIOLET ROSE DULL VIOLET ULL ROSE
(141L3) (141L3) (141L3)

Forgery E is based on the illustration from early ].B. Moens stamp catalogues, which was litho-
graphed by Pierre Schmitz.

FORGERY E FORGERY E FORGERY E
BOOK ILLUSTRATION B LR . ON PURPLE SC

(141L3) (141L3)




UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE

FORGERY F
2¢ BLACK ON
VIOLET ROSE
(141L3)

FORGERY G
2¢ BLACK ON
ROSE BUFF
(141L3)

UNLISTED FORGERY
2¢ BLACK ON
DAMAGED RED
(141L3)
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