
union square post office



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
Around 1850,Joseph E. Dunham purchased the Messenkope's Post Office and took over the New 

York local as the Union Square Post Office. The post was located just under Union Square at 64 or 62 East 

14th street. Around 1855, Dunham sold the post of Phineas C. Godfrey who operated it until around 1856. 

The post issued a stamp with a shield design in 1¢ and 2¢ denominations. 1¢ stamps carried mau to 

the US Post Office for fwther delivery, and were printed on dark or apple green paper. 

141Ll 
GENUII\TE 

1¢BLACKON 
DARKGREEN 

141L1 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
DARK GREEN 
VERTICAL PAIR 

141L2 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
APPLE GREEN 
CUT TO SHAPE 

141Ll 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
DARK GREEN 

CDS CANCEL 

141L2 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
APPLE GREEN 

CDS CANCEL 

141Ll 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
DARK GREEN 
BLOCK OFTEN 

141Ll 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
DARK GREEN 

CIRCLE OF V CANCEL 

141L2 
GENUINE 

1¢BLACKON 
APPLE GREEN 

CTS - CDS CANCEL 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
The Union Square Post Office also used a large, red oval han.dstamp that reads "DUNHAMS / UN

lON-SQ,UARE I POST-OmCE." 

DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP 

,,L , /1/ ~~ 
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DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP 
RED, CURVED "PAID" HANDSTAMP 

ON SMALL MOURNING COVER 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

141L2 : GENUINE : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
CUT TO SHAPE - MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 

BLACK NEW YORK 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP 
AUGUST 24 (CIRCA 1851) 

The cover above was mailed around 1851, when the US postage rate for letters carried under 3000 

miles was 3¢ when postage was prepaid; and 5¢ when paid collect. 

The letter was carried by the Union Square Post Office to the US Post Office, where it was passed onto 

the government service. Because no US stamp was affixed, the US Post Office applied the New York 5cts. 

handstamp before carrying the letter out of the city to New London. 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

11 , 

141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER, TIED BY 

BLACK NEW YORK 5¢ CDS HANDSTAMP 
APRIL 6 (CIRCA 1851) 

' < t ( t I 

141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER FRONT~X!ED BY 

BLACK NEW YORK 5¢ CDS HA1"'luSTAMP 
JANUARY 25 (CIRCA 1851) 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
From 1851 to 1863, letters carried less than 3000 miles were charged a rate of 3¢ when prepaid with 

US postage stamps. The covers featured here include both the 1¢ Union Square PO stamps paying their deliv

ery to the US Post Office, and 3¢ US stamps prepaying their final delivery by the US Post Qffice. 

141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER CANCELLED BY MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 

llA : 3¢ DULL RED 
BLACK NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP - MARCH 20 

141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER TIED BY MANUSCRIPT CANCEL 

llA : 3¢ DULL RED 
BLACK NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP - MARCH 21 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER TIED BY MANUSCRIPT & CDS HANDSTAMP CANCEL 

HA:~ DULL RED 
BLACK NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP - FEBRUARY 12 
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141L2 : 1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN 
GENUINE ON COVER TIED BY NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP 

llA : 3e DULL RED 
BLACK NEW YORK ens HANDSTAMP - MARCH 2 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

141L2 (X2) : GENUINE 
1¢ BLACK ON APPLE GREEN - MANUSCRIPT PENCIL CANCEL 

DUNHAMS UNION-SQUARE POST-OFFICE OVAL HANDSTAMP 

The cover above was delivered locally by the Union Square PO, but is paid with two 1¢ "to the mail" 

stamps rather than a single "city dispatch" stamp. This cover is also marked with a Dunham's Union Square 

Post Office handstamp. 

The envelope is addressed to Horation Allen, a Vice President of the Association for lmproving the 

Condition of the Poor. 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
Several forgeries of the Union Square PO 1¢ ''To The Mail" stamps are known. Forgery A, shown be

low, is easily identyied by the word "SQ!JAHE" - which is printed with an "H" in place of an "R". 

FORGERY A 

JtiYt\~~i 
(141Ll) 

FORGERY A 
1¢BLACKON 

BRIGHT DEEP BLUE SC 
(141Ll > 

FORGERY A 
1¢ BLACK ON BRIGHT DEEP BL.DE ..,.s_c __ 

BLOCK OF SIX - TETE-BECHE 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
The 1¢ Forgery Bis identified by a small break in the shield border above the "U" in "UNlON"; and 

the tail of the "Q:,in "SQ_UARE", which hangs low. 

~ 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACKON 

DARK GREEN 
( 141Ll) 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACKON 

BRIGHT GREEN SC 
( 141Ll) 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACKON 

DULL RED 
( 141Ll) 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACKON 
ORANGE SC 

(141Ll) 

FORGERYB 
1¢BLACKON 

VIOLET GRAY 
( 141Ll) 

Forgery C was printed by J.W. Scott, and is based on the illustration used by Scott for his company's 

stamp catalogu.es and albums. 

FORGERYC 
SCOTT 

1¢BLACKON 
DARK GREEN 

( 141Ll) 
FORGERYC 

SCOTT 
1¢BLACKON 

DARKISH GREEN 
( 141Ll) 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
Forgery D was printed by S. A. T a.ylor. This forgery has a.n unbroken shield border, similar to forgery 

C, but has slightly larger, bolder font. 

FORGERYD 
TAYLOR 

1¢BLACKON 
GREEN 
( 141Ll) 

FORGERYD 
TAYLOR - FORM 13 

1¢BLACKON 
SCARLET SC 

( 141Ll) 

FORGF:RYD 
TAYLOR 

1¢BLACKON 
OLIVE GREEN 

(141Ll) 

FORGERYD 
TAYLOR - FORM 13 

1¢BLACKON 
YELLOW SC 

( 141Ll) 

Forgery F is typogra.phed on thin, yellowish green pa.per. 

FORGERYF 
1¢BLACKON 

YELLOWISH GREEN 
( 141L2 l 

FORGERYD 
TAYLOR 

1¢BLACKON 
BLUE 

( 141Ll) 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
Forgery G is based on the illustration used in JB Moens stamp catalogues after 1864. 

FORGERYG 

Ji1Yl8~f~ 
(141Ll) 

FORGERYG 
1¢BLACKON 

LIGHT GREEN 
(141L2 > 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
2¢ stamps paid for direct delivery within the city. These stamps were printed on rose colored paper. 

Many examples of genuine stamps have faded to other shades over time. 

141L3 
GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

CLTY 

-~- DISPATCH 
OCENT . 

141L3 
GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

141L3 : GENUINE 

141L3 
GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

2¢ BLACK ON ROSE (SHADE) 
HORIZONTAL STRIP OF FOUR 

141L3 
GENUINE 

2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

BLOCK OF FOUR 

The 2¢ City Delivery stamps were printed in sheets of 

120 subjects. 

On the following page is a reconstructed half sheet 

of 60 subjects, arranged in ten rows of six stamps. 





UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

141L3 : 2¢ BLACK ON ROSE (SHADE) 
GENUINE ON COVER WITH 

llA: 3¢DULL RED 
NEW YORK CDS HANDSTAMP CANCEL 

AUGUST 27 (1853) 

Although the cover above was carried to the US Post O_fftce, it is paid with a 2¢ "City Dispatch" stamp 

rather than the cheaper 1¢ ''To the Mai[" stamp. 

From the US Post OffLCe, it was carried out of the city, prepaid with a 3¢ US stamp. 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
There are more different forgeries of the 2¢ "City Dispatch" stamps than the 1¢. 

FORGERY A 
2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

( 141L3) 
FORGERY A 
2¢BLACKON 
ROSE (SHADE) 

(141L3) 

FORGERY A 
2¢BLACKON 

ROSE (SHADE) LAID 
(141L3) 

FORGERY A 
2¢BLACKON 

ROSE (SHADE) LAID 
(141L3) 

The 2¢ Forgery B was printed by S. A.Taylor.Taylor used the die in several forms. The die appears to 

have been damaged during its use in form 19, evidenced by a pattern of faults that appear on some of the 
examples. 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 13 

2¢BLACKON 
SCARLET SC 

(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

2¢BLACKON 
GREEN SC 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

2¢BLACKON 
VERMILION SC 

NO FAULTS NO FAULTS 
(141L3) ( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 13 

2¢BLACKON 
YELLOW SC 

(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

2¢BLACKON 
GREEN SC 

WITH FAULTS 
(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM 19 

2¢BLACKON 
VERMILION SC 

WITH FAULTS 
(141L3) 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORMAA1 

2¢DULLBLUE 
ON WHITE 

( 141L3 > 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AA1 

2¢ DULL GREEN 
ON WHITE 

(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORMAA1 

2¢RED 
ONWHITE 

(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR-FORMAAl 

2¢DULLRED 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AAl 

2¢MAROON 
ONWHITE 

( 141L3) ( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AAl 

2tBROWN 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AAl 

2¢ DULL VIOLET BROWN 
ON WHITE 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR -FORMAAl 

2¢BLACK 
ON ROYAL BLUE SC 

( 141L3) ( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORMAA14 

2¢BLACKON 
BLUE GRAY 

( 141L3) 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR- FORMAA14 

2¢BLACKON 
MAUVE 
( 141L3 > 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 

2¢BLACKON 
BLUE (SHADE) 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AA14 

2¢BLACKON 
BRIGHT GREEN SC 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 

2¢BLACKON 
GREEN 
< 141L3 > 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 

2¢BLACKON 
BLUE (SHADE) 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR - FORM AA14 

2¢BLACKON 
GREEN SC 

(141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 

2¢BLACKON 
DULL ROSE 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYB 
TAYLOR 

2¢BLACKON 
BLUE GREEN 

(141L3 > 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 
Forgery D was printed by ].W. Scott a:nd is based on the illustration from the Scott cata.logu.es and 

albums. 

FORGERYD 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACKON 
DULL VIOLET ROSE 

(l.4l.L3) 

FORGERYD 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACKON 
DULL VIOLET 

( l.4l.L3l 

FORGERYD 
SCOTT 

2¢BLACKON 
DULL ROSE 

(l.4l.L3) 

Forgery E is based on the illustration from early J.B. Moens sta.mp cata.logu.es, which was litho

graphed by Pierre Schmitz. 

FORGERYE 
SCHMITZ 
2¢BLACK 

BOOK ILLUSTRATION 
( l.4l.L3) 

FORGERYE 
SCHMITZ 
2¢BLACK 

ON VIOLET SC 
( l.4l.L3) 

FORGERYE 
SCHMITZ 

oNiflfi?l&sc 
(l.4l.L3) 



UNION SQUARE POST OFFICE 

FORGERYF 
2¢BLACKON 
VIOLET ROSE 

( 141L3) 

FORGERYG 
2¢BLACKON 
ROSE BUFF 

( 141L3) 

UNLISTED FORGERY 

D~(j~g~~D 
( 141L3) 
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