
UTAH POSTAGE 
Th.is bogus stamp was .first reported in England in 1864. lt was advertised as a Mormon post 

establish.ed by Brigham Young Jrom 1852 to 1853. Th.is story contained a number of inaccuracies. lt 

claimed th.at Young issued an octagonal gold coin in 1852 - wh.ile Young did establish. a mint to process 

gold dust into more manageable coins, th.e first of th.ese 

Mormon coins were minted in 1848 and were circular in 

design. Th.e coins were minted with. simple designs ef 
Mormon iconograph.y rath.er th.an portraits. Th.e story 

also claims th.at no value was expressed on th.e stamps of 

th.e same sh.ape, but almost every example of th.e Utah. 

Postage stamps is labeled with. a denomination in text. 
Wh.ile Brigham Young did h.elp establish. pio

neer mail routes in th.e area, th.ere is no h.istorical record 

known of Young establish.ing an independent postal 

service. Th.e Utah. Territory was organized by th.e US 

government in 1850 and Young was appointed its .first 

governor. By th.is time, th.e US mails were already estab

lish.ed at Salt Lake City and h.ad cffi.cial routes th.rough.

out th.e territory. Young did argu.e in favor of a more 

independent Mormon state ofDeseret, wh.ich. ultimately 

resulted in th.e Utah. War and h.is replacement as gover

nor with. Alfred Cumming. 
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ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN 
THE STAMP-OOLLEOTOR'S MAGAZINE 

FEBRUARY 1, 1864. LONDON 

Nine months efter publishing their story regarding 

the Mormon Stamp, Stamp-Coltector's Magazine published 
another article declaring th.e stamps bogu.s, claiming it was 

repudiated by Young himself. 

ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN 
THliJ STA MP-COT,T,KCTOR 'S M4 GA 7,TNK 
NOVEMBER .1, .1864. LOJ',,'DON 

Despite th.is claim, dealers and collectors continued to argu.e th.e auth.enticity of th.e stamp for 

many years. Th.ree distinct stamp designs are recorded, with. th.e denominated. octagonal design (type 2) 

being th.e most common. 

Th.e origin of th.e stamp is often attributed to SA. Taylor, wh.o defended th.e legitimacy of th.e 

stamps in h.is publication, The Stamp Collector's Record 



UTAH POSTAGE 
The first type of Utah Postage stamp is the only rectan.gu.lar design. The most intricately en.

graved of the three designs, it in.duded a portrait of Young in. a circular _frame surrounded by the text 
"UTAH TERR." above and "POSTAGE I CENTS" below. Numeral 5s are placed in. all four comers of the 

rectangle, which has a crosshatched background. This is the least common. of the types, and is often. con

sidered the "origin.al" design that in.spired the others. 

BOGUS1 
TYPE1 

5¢BLACK 
ON GREEN SC 

TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

BOGUS1 
TYPE1 

5¢BLACK 
ON WHITE V. LAID 
TAYLOR - FORM Ml 

The creator of this bogus is unknown, although it is possible that the stamps were printed. by Taylor 

du.ring his early forgery career in Montreal (1861-1864). This theory is proposed due to the known stamps 

matching the paper types u.sed. on other Taylor creations .fi-om the time period., and. the f acl that they are the least 

common. Stamps printed. .fi-om this time were either not reprinted., or were printed. .fi-om new dies, indicating that 

Taylor ll:ft the dies u.sed. in Montreal behind when he moved.. 

Modem fakes, made by photocopying the design of the Type 1 bogu.s stamps, are cruder in. ap

pearance and larger in. size. 

BOGUS1 
MODERN 
5¢BLACK 

ON SCARLET SC 

BOGUS1 
MODERN 

5¢RED 
ONPINK 



UTAH POSTAGE 
The Type 2 design was probably created and by Taylor sometime around 1864. Taylor promoted 

this stamp with the same story recorded in Stamp-Collector's Magazine When the stamps were repudiat
ed by Young, he published a defense of the stamps in his own 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ RED (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 
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BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

magazine. Although Taylor attempted to imply that the stamps 

could be genuine, he continued to refer to them as 'J-'ac simile". 

Type 2 is most common of the three Utah Postage 

stamp designs. lt featured a simple portrait of Young in an 

octagonal frame. There are no numerals, but the denomination 

is written out within the frame. 

The "bogus 2" variety of the Type 2 stamps is the most 

finely engraved, although still less detailed than the Type 1 

engraving. 

ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN 
THE STAMP-OOLLEOTOR'S REOORD 
DECEMBER 15, 1864 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ RED (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ RED (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 

5¢ VIOLET (SHADE) 
ONWHITE 

TAYLOR 

5¢ VIOLET (SHADE) 
ONWHITE 

TAYLOR 



UTAH POSTAGE 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

5¢ OLIVE 
ON WHITE 

TAYLOR 

Modem fakes, made by photocopying the design. of the Type 2 bogus stamps, are cruder in ap

pearance. This design. has also been copied for use on 1938 commemorative seals for Utah stamp clubs. 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

MODERN 
5¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 

!lamptd 

J;les:e.ref ;S·htmp ([.J11b 

Utah (Lafe 

;S·alt ;Lake ([jt~, Utah 

BOGUS 2 - TYPE 2 
1938 SOUVENIR 
RED ON WHITE 

BOGUS2 
TYPE2 

MODERN 
5¢BLACK 

ON WHITE 
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BOGUS2 - TYPE2 
1938 SOUVENIR 

PURPLE ON WHITE 



UTAH POSTAGE 
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Utah <Cafa 

_:S·alt 3:ah <Cit~, ll.tah 

BOGUS 2 - TYPE 2 
1938 SOUVENIR 

BROWN ON WHITE 
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BOGUS 2 - TYPE 2 
1938 SOUVENIR 

GREEN ON WHITE 

BogLlS 3 is very similar, but even simpler in design. The portrait ofYoung has flatter hair, and the 
point where the sides of his waistcoat connect is visible, creating a ''V" shape that touches the bottom bor
der. 

BOGUS3 
TYPE2 
5¢RED 

ON BLUE 

BOGUS3 
TYPE2 

5¢BROWN 
ON CREAM 



UTAH POSTAGE 
ln the bogus 4 design, Young's ouefit does not include a waistcoat, but his overcoat doses near 

the bottom of the frame to create a "V" shape. His cravat is uncolored. This is the only of the Utah stamps 

that is known with multiple denominations: 2¢, 5¢, 8¢, and 12¢. 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 
2¢RED 

ONWHITE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

8¢ DULL VIOLET 
ON WHITE 

MS CROSSHATCH 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

5¢GREEN 
ON WHITE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 
2¢RED 

ON WHITE 
MS CROSSHATCH 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 
2¢RED 

ONWHITE 
BARRED ELLIPSE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 
2¢RED 

ONWHITE 
OVAL HANDSTAMP 

-PERFORATED-

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

5¢GREEN 
ON WHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE 

5¢ YELLOW GREEN 
ON WHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

8¢ DULL VIOLET 
ON WHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

8¢ DULL VIOLET 
ONWHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE 

BOGUS4 
TYPE2 

12~ORANGE 
ONWHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE 



UTAH POSTAGE 
Bogus designs 5 and 6 are damaged versions of the bogus 4 design. The crosshatch background 

is broken and uneven, and the overall print quality is lower. These were probably printed from the same 

die as it wore out from use. 

BOGUS5 
TYPE2 

5¢ DULL VIOLET 
ON WHITE 

BARRED ELLIPSE W/ # 

BOGUS5 
TYPE2 
5¢ RED 

ONWHITE 
4-RIN G C IRCLE 

BOGUS6 
TYPE2 
5¢ RED 

ON WHITE 

BOGUS6 
TYPE2 
5¢RED 

ONWHITE 

The third type of Utah Postage stamps are very crude in appearance, and are identif1ed by a 

bold, octagonal frame with no denomination - a pattern of diamonds is printed in the left and right sides 

of the frame. Bogus 7 consists only of this frame, with no portrait in the center. 

Bogus 8 uses the same frame die, and includes a vignette. The illustration appears to depict an 

older portrait of Brigham Young with a beard. 

BOGUS7 
TYPE3 
BROWN 

ONWHITE 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 
BLACK 

ON WHITE 



BOGUS8 
TYPE3 
BLACK 
ONRED 

UTAH POSTAGE 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 
BLACK 

ONREDSC 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
MINT GREEN 

BOGUSS 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
DUSTY GREEN 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
LIGHT YELLOW 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
LIGHT BLUE LAID 

BOGUS8 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
OLIVE BROWN 



UTAH POSTAGE 
These unlisted. stamps appear to use the same design as bogus 8, but smaller. They were probably 

produced. from a reduced. photocopy, and. have very poor quality printing. 

BOGUS 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
DUSTY GREEN 

BOGUS 
TYPE3 

BLACK ON 
PALE BLUE 
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