UTAH POSTAGE

This bogus stamp was ﬁrst Yepovted in Engtand in 1864. 1t was advertised as a Mormon post
established by Brigham Young from 1852 to 1853. This story contained a number of inaccuracies. It
claimed that Young issued an octagonal gold coin in 1852 - while Young did establish a mint to process
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Nine months after publishing their story regarding
the Mormon Stamp, Stamp-Collector's Magazine published
another article declaring the stamps bogus, claiming it was
repudiated by Young himself.

ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN
THE STAMP-COLLECTOR’S MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 1, 1864. LONDON

Despite this claim, dealers and collectors continued to argue the authenticity of the stamp for

many years. Three distinct stamp designs are recorded, with the denominated octagonal design (type 2)

being the most common.

The origin of the stamp is often attributed to SA. Taytov, who dqfended the tegitimacy qf the
stamps in his publication, 74e Stamp Collector’s Record.




UTAH POSTAGE

The first type of Utah Postage stamp is the only rectangular design. The most intricately en-
graved of the three designs, it included a portrait of Young in a circular frame surrounded by the text
“UTAH TERR.” above and “POSTAGE / CENTS” below. Numeral 5s are placed in all four comers of the
rectang[e, which has a crosshatched background. This is the least common of the types, and is often con-
sidered the “original” design that inspired the others.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1

TYPE1 TYXPEL
5¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACK
ON GREEN SC ON WHITE V. LAID
TAYLOR - FORM M1 TAYLOR - FORM M1

The creator of this bogus is unknown, although it is possible that the stamps were printed by Taylor
during his early forgery career in Montreal (18611864). This theory is proposed due to the known stamps
matching the paper types used on other Taylor creations from the time period, and the fact that they are the least
common. Stamps printed from this time were either not reprinted, or were printed from new dies, indicating that
Taylor left the dies used in Montreal behind when he moved.

Modemn fakes, made by photocopying the design of the Type 1 bogus stamps, are cruder in ap-

pearance and larger in size.

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1
MODERN MODERN
5¢ BLACK 5¢ RED

ON SCARLET SC ON PINK




UTAH POSTAGE

The Type 2 design was probab[y created and by Taylor sometime around 1864. Tay[or promoted

this stamp with the same story recorded in Stamp-Collector’s Magazine. When the stamps were repudiat-
ed by Young, he published a defense of the stamps in his own
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BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TYPE 2 TYPE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ RED (SHADE) 5¢ RED (SHADE)
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
TYPE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ VIOLET (SHADE) S5¢ VIOLET (SHADE)
ON WHITE

Ol\ TE
TAYLOR YL




UTAH POSTAGE

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
_TYPE 2 TYPE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ GREEN (SHADE) 5¢ OLIVE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR

Modern fakes, made by photocopying the design of the Type 2 bogus stamps, are cruder in ap-
pearance. This design has also been copied for use on 1938 commemorative seals for Utah stamp clubs.

BOGUS 2 BOGUS 2
'PE 2 TYPE 2
MODERN MODERN
5¢ BLACK 5¢ BLACK
ON WHITE ON WHITE

Danquet Banquet

Deseret Stamp Club Deseret Stamp Club
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WVtak Cafe ‘ Riak Cate
Salt Lake City, Wiah Salt Lake City, Wiah

BOGUS2 - TYPE 2 BOGUS2 - TYPE 2
1938 SOUVENIR 1938 SOUVENIR
RED ON WHITE PURPLE ON WHITE
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Banguet 7 Danquet
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Ntah Cate WAtak Cafe
Salt Lake City, Wtah Salt Lake City, Niah

BOGUS2 - TYPE 2 BOGUS 2 - TYPE 2
1938 SOUVENIR 1938 SOUVENIR
BROWN ON WHITE GREEN ON WHITE

Bogus 3 isvery similar, but even simp[er in design. The portrait of Young has ﬂatter hair, and the

point where the sides of his waistcoat connect is visible, creating a “V” shape that touches the bottom bor-
der.

BOGUS 3 BOGUS 3
TYPE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ RED 5¢ BROWN

ON BLUE ON CREAM




UTAH POSTAGE

In the bogus 4 design, Young’s ouQCit does not include a waistcoat, but his overcoat closes near
the bottom of the frame to create a “V” shape. His cravat is uncolored. This is the on[y of the Utah stamps

that is known with multiple denominations: 2¢, 5¢, 8¢, and 12¢.

BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4
TYPE2 TYPE 2
2¢ RED 2¢ RED
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
MS CROSSHATCH BARRED ELLIPSE OVAL HANDSTAMP
-PERFORATED-

BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4
TYPE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ GREEN N 5¢ YELLOW GREEN
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
BARRED ELLIPSE BARRED ELLIPSE
BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4
TYPE 2 TYPE 2 TYPE 2 TYPE 2
8¢ DULL VIOLET 8¢ DULL VIOLET 8¢ DULL VIOLET 12¢ ORANGE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE

MS CROSSHATCH BARRED ELLIPSE BARRED ELLIPSE BARRED ELLIPSE




UTAH POSTAGE

Bogus designs 5 and 6 are damaged versions of the bogus 4 design. The crosshatch background

is broken and uneven, and the overall print quality is lower. These were probably printed from the same

die as it wore out from use.

BOGUSS5 BOGUS 5 J
' PE 2 TYPE 2
5¢ DULL VIOLET 5¢ RED 5¢ RED 5¢ RED
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE
BARRED ELLIPSE W/ # 4-RING CIRCLE

The third type of Utah Postage stamps are very crude in appearance, and are identified by a
bold, octagona[ ﬁame with no denomination - a pattern of diamonds is printed in the [qﬁ and right sides
of the ﬁ'ame. Bogus 7 consists on[y Qf this ﬁ'ame, with no portrait in the center.

Bogus 8 uses the same frame die, and includes a vignette. The illustration appears to depict an

older portrait of Brigham Young with a beard.

BOGUS 8
PHTE
BROWN 3LA
ON WHITE ON WHITE




UTAH POSTAGE

BOGUS S8 BOGUSS8
TYPE 3 TYPE 3
BLACK BLACK ON

ON RED SC LIGHT YELLOW

BOGUSS BOGUSS BOGUSS
TYPE 3 TYPE 3 TYPE 3
BLACK BLACK ON BLACK ON
ON RED DUSTY GREEN OLIVE BROWN

BOGUS S8 BOGUSS8
TY 3 TYPE 3
BLACK ON BLACK ON

MINT GREEN LIGHT BLUE LAID




UTAH POSTAGE

These unlisted stamps appear to use the same design as bogus 8, but smaller. They were probably

produced from a reduced photocopy, and have very poor quality printing.

BOGUS

< TYPE 3
BLACK ON BLACK ON

DUSTY GREEN PALE BLUE




	UtahPostage001
	UtahPostage002
	UtahPostage003
	UtahPostage004
	UtahPostage005
	UtahPostage006
	UtahPostage007
	UtahPostage008
	UtahPostage009

