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WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

This bogus New York City Post was established sometime in 1858, and was able to operate for a
short time before being reported for not delivering mail. Upon searching the post, police found many of

the undelivered letters and $300 (roughly $8,900 adjusted for

inflation) in money stolen from the mail.

AzawsT o7 TRE PROPRIETOR OF AX Aurecp Bocrs Cor
Disrarca Poar —Saturday morning Officer Armstrong, of
the Mayor’s squad, took into custody a young man named
Tharles S. Warwick aliag Hall alias Taylor, the proprietoc

ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE NEW YORK HERALD -of 20 alieged bogus city dispaich post, sgeisst whom it_is
DECEMBER 4, 1858 (VOL 23, ISSUE 336, PAGE 5) alleged be bas failed to carry letters droppod in the bozes

for delivery to their proper place of destination, and has
or some time past made it a business of opening all letlters
cceived, and, where money was found enclosed, thesame

The article describing the arrest notes that the POSt  wasapproristed to bis own use and the letters

I appears that not long since o gentleman residing in the
upper part of the city had, on one or two made

advertised their 2¢ stamps could be purchased from carriers. ~ ZEREmrtaf e city had, on oot o e i bisiesters

resch the party to whom they were diwrected. e ac-

These would be the “origina[” stamps of the post, a[though &ﬁﬂﬁ%?ﬁ&:ﬂf&?&tmﬁ

which of the Warwick’s stamp types is the “original” has not ~ wmedisiciy placed tho matter in the hands of the sbove

coming
yet been proven. Most likely the original type is the example  oaee, nbostaied on bis srrest that e was employed by
shown below, with small colons between the chain links in the 2,0 4t “Warwice had bis olice In

top and bottom border, and a rounded apostrophe in = ¥3s memdigly kept «a tho Louse, sad soan Ue

“Warwick’s”.

NAL

ORIGIT
UNLISTED TYPE 1

2¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW

.all was not right be laid the facts before the Mayar, who

oficer. Chlicer Armetrong soon succeeded in
across one of the carriers, who was a boy about ten years

Warwick 20 collrct the letters bet not io doliver them—
that ke oallected from twenty fo thirly letters

a boardpg howse in New 'Dowery. A watch
was meordingly kept o the louse, sad soon the

was about 10 enter his room. when he was taken into cus-
tniy. A search was then madezod 3 large number of
letters fomed o bis yoom, a considerable number
opened, and among them two letters that the officers bad
tite day previous placed in oce of the boxes, coptaining
$15 m “queer” money, for the purpose of detecting War-
wick. A large number of his postuills were also found in
tbe ronm of the following description:—

CHARLES S. WABWICK, Propriefor.

Tbe accused, on being brought before the Mayor, proved
tobe the same man who was connecled with a man
named Smith, who wasarrested about six months age for
a Lke offence. e bas also been an actor, and appeared
at the Chiatham theatre Several times—once ia the play of
Lizeite. The amountof money that he has snccoeded in
extracting from Jetters 1 thought to be sbont $300. Jus-
tice Weich comamitted him to the Tombs for examination
in defanlt of bail.

Five years later, the New York Herald advertised a letter waiting at the Post Office for “Warwick’s
City Dispatch Post”. This was around the time that George Hussey was  selling his “reprint” stamps.

REPRINT
HUSSEY
TYPE 1A

2¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW
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WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST
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]-B. Moens published illustrations of the Warwick’s stamp in his catalogues. His early illustration

(1864) was lithographed by Pierre Schmitz. The artist of the later illustration is unknown. These ilfustra-
tions were copied to created forger[es.
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WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST
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Itis un[ike[y that Warwick’s ever used more than one stamp design, but the fo[[owing “Type 2”
stamps are listed as forgeries or reprints rather than boguses. This design uses a diamond border.
The Hussey Type 2 “reprints” are known in two varieties, with an additional sub-varieties [ike[y

based on position within the strips the_y were printed in.
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WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

The type 2a Hussey reprints have two sub-varieties: The ﬁrst, found in position one of the vertical
strip of four, has a curved and broken diamond in the left side border and a flaw in the “k” of

“Warwick’s™; the second, ﬁom an unknown position, does not have either of these ﬂaws.

HUSSEY REPRINT HUSSEY REPRINT
TYPE2 A TYPE 2 A
POSITION 1 NO POSITION
2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW 2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW

There are four sub-varieties of the Type 2b reprints. On stamps in position 2, the first “W” in
“Warwick’s” is broken. Stamps in position 3 have a broken diamond in the middle of the left border.
Stamps from position 4 show a line above the “1” of “Dispatch”. A fourth subtype with no known position

has none of the previous ﬂaws, and uses a smaller peviod aﬁer “ac”.

SO
Warwick’s¢

2c.

CITY
Dispatch Post,

HUSSEY REPRINT HUSSEY REPRINT HUSSEY REPRINT HUSSEY REPRINT
TYPE2B TYPE2 B TYPE 2 TYPE2B
POSITION 2 POSITION 3 POSITION 4 NO POSITION
2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW 2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW 2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW 2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW

Accord[ng to Thomas Wood’s records, he printed both types of Hussey's Warwick’s stamps. Each
printing produced 1,000 subjects ofeach type - the ﬁrst in 1862, another in 1864, and the ﬁna[ in 1866.




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Type 2, forgery A is based on the illustration in the later Moen’s cata[ogues.

FORGERY A

'PE 2
o SERY AFTER MOENS
L HHQ LR OY
Aﬂl:’l ;Illf\ (\II(\)BI:S (NEWSPRINT )

B
DEEP YELLOW SC

Type 2, forgery B has not been attributed to any specific forger.

FORGERY B
TYPE 2

2¢ BLACK ON
LIGHT YELLOW

FORGERY B FORGERY B
TYPE 2 TYPE 2
2¢ BLACK ON 2¢ BLACK ON

YELLOW DULL YELLOW




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Many d'ﬁerent bogus stamps were made using the Warwick’s C ity Dispatch name. These stamps
will be organized in this collection by “Style” - groups of bogus stamps with similar designs.

Sty{e A bogus stamps are typographed. These stamps have a double straight line border, with the
outer line thicker than the inner. They read “WARWICK’S / (value) / City / Dispatch Post.” - each line is a
different serif font. “City” is written with a capital “C” and following letters in lowercase. This style is
known in 2¢ and 6¢ denominations. The numerals are printed in a thick, curvy font with bold ball deco-

rations for serif points. 1t is the only example with a ball serif on the lower “2” point.
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Sranwrnei]
{ WABWIOK'S

BOGUS 1 BOGUS 1

STYLE A STYLE A
2¢ LIGHT GREEN 2¢ PALE GREEN
ON WHITE ON WHITE

WAEWIOK’S

60. |

l
!
City
| Dispateh Post. | 1
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|Dispatoh Post, |

BOGUS 13 BOGUS 13 BOGUS 13
STYLE A STYLE A STYLE A

6¢ GREEN 6¢ LIGHT GREEN 6¢ PALE GREEN

ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE

The forger qf the Sty[e A bogus stamps is unknown.




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Style B bogus stamps are typographed. Like Sty[e A, these stamps have a double straight line
border, with the outer line thicker than the inner. They read “WARWICK’S / 2¢ / CITY / Dispatch Post.” -
each line is a different serif font. “City” is written in all capital letters. This style is known in 2¢ and 6¢

denominations. The numerals are printed in a curvy font with ball decorations for serif points.

There are some variations within the sty[e. Sty[e B has a bold period after fag?,

‘“ ARWI

i

CITN

BOGUS 2 el BOGUS2 BOGUS 2
STYLE B1 BOGUS 2 STYLE Bl STYLE Bl
2¢ RED (SHADE) STYLE B1 2¢ RED (SHADE) 2¢ RED (SHADE)
ON WHITE 2¢ RED (SHADE) ON WHITE ON WHITE
BREAKS IN “DISPATCH” ON WHITE TOP SERIF ON TOP SERIF ON
BREAKS IN “DISPATCH” “P” IN “POST” “P” IN “POST"

BOGUS 15

STYLE B1
2¢ RED (SHADE)
ON WHITE
NO BREAKS IN
“DISPATCH"

N o
“DISPATCH”

BOGUS 15
STYLE B1
2¢ RED (SHADE)
()\' WHITE
NO BRE. AKS IN
“DISPATCH"

Sty[e B2 has s[ightly smaller text. There are two varieties with diﬁerent “S” in “WARWICK’S”.

ON B['FF

ON DULL BUFF

ON GRAY BUFF

BOGUS 6VAR
STYLE B2
2¢ BLACK
ON BUFF

DIFFERENT *“S”

ON BU
DIFFERENT “S"




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Style B3 has a thinner “C” in “WARWICK’S”. The value is larger, and has a bold period after “2c”

BOGUS 7 BOGUS 7

STYLE B3 STYLE B3 £
2¢ BRONZE 2¢ RED 2¢ BLUE
ON WHITE ON WHITE ON BUFF

Beaus, 2299
2¢ BRIGHT BLUE 2¢ YELLOW
ON WHITE ON WHITE

Style B4 has slightly taller and thinner text. There is a break in the bottom left border. This is
the on[y B-sty[e bogus with a 6¢ denomination.

[WARWICK'S

| WwARWICK'S

Dispatch Pst, Dispatch Post. |
BOGUS 11 BOGUS 11 BOGUS 11
STYLE B4 STYLE B4 STYLE B4
2¢ RED (SHADE) 6¢ RED (SHADE) 6¢ RED (SHADE)

ON WHITE ON WHITE ON WHITE




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Style C stamps were made and printed by SA. Taylor. These are similar in design to style B - they
have a double strightline border with a thick outer border; and read “WARWICK’S / 2¢ / CITY / Dispatch
Post” with “CITY” in all capital letters. The numeral “2 in the denomination is printed with straight,
blocky serifs, and the “c” is long and flat shaped. “Dispatch Post” is printed in italics.

These stamps are listed as “Bogus 4” or “Bogus 5” based primarily on the inclusion of a period

after “Dispatch Post” - this variation is most likely the result of a lighter printing rather than a change to
the die used to print the stamps. For this collection, they are considered the same bogus.

BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4
STYLE C STYLE C
TAY LOR - l' OR\I B2 TAYL OR FOR\I B2
¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK
ON LI(vIIT BLI JE SC ON ()R A\'GL RED SC

BOGLS4 BOGU S4 BOGUS 4
YLE C STYLE C STYLE C
TAY L()R If“O(I}\I AB10 TAY LORI II'A()(R\I AB10 TAY L()R IFOI§NI AB10
ON BRICe‘IIT PINK LAID ON F?I ESH LAID ON FI ESH LAID

LTy
Dispateh Post

BOGU 54 BOC[h-}

STYLE C STYLE C
TAYLOR - F()R\I AB18 TAYL OR FORM AB18
2¢ BLACK ¢ BLACK

O\ WHITE ON OFF WHITE




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4 BOGL‘S -1»
STYLE C STYLE C STYLE
TAY LOR FOR\I AB18 TAYLOR - FORM AB18 TAYLOR - F()R\I AB18
(g ACK 2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK
ON LI -HT ORANGE ON GREEN SC ON LIGHT GREEN SC

BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4 BOGU %4 BOGUS
STYLE C STYLE C STYLE ST\LE(
TAYL OR FOCI'%\\I AB19 TAY L()R FORM BB4 TAYL OR RI;Z(I))R\I BB4 TAY L()R RFOR\I BB4
ON (’)RA\(’E SC ON GRA\ BLUE LAID O\' ORA\GE ON BLI ISH GREEN

B()(xI S -l BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4 BOGUS 4

STYLE C STYLE C STYLE C STYLE C

TAY LOR FORM BBS8 TAYLOR TAYLOR TAYLOR
2¢ BLACK 2¢ BLACK ON BLACK ON

i 2¢ BLACK ON
ON LILAC SC ON I)fiEP YELLOW SC ON YELLOW SC ON LI +HT YELLOW SC




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Style D stamps were also produced by Taylor. These stamps are similar to the Style B stamps,
with the same double straight line border with thicker outer border and text read ing “WARWICKS / 6¢ /
CITY / Dispatch Post.” City is in all caps. This style is only known in the 6¢ value. The numeral “6” is
very thin, and the “c” has a stra[ght serf The font for “Dispatch Post” is short.

BOGUS 12 BOGUS ]" BOGUS 12
STYLE D STYLE D STYLE D
TAY L()R FOR\I M1 TAYLOR - FORM M1 TAYLOR - FORM M1
CK 6¢ BLACK 6¢ BLACK
ON \\ HITE LAID ON GREEN SC ON VERMILION SC

BOGUS 12 BOGUS 12
STYLE D STYLE D
TAYL ()R - FORM M1 TAYLOR - FORM M1

¢ BLACK 6¢ BLACK
ON YI‘I I oW SC ON CRIMSON SC

Sty[e E is another Tay[or creation. 1t has a border of diamonds with ﬁ“ed centers and a 6¢ denomination.

Vose 0 eesd
"WARWICK'S

6c

74 CITY
4 Daspaich Post

BOGUS 14
STYLE E
TAYLOR - FORM C

6¢ DULL RED
ON WHITE ()\ YELL ()\\ ()\ (:REL\ S(

BOGUS 14
STYLE E
TAY I OR F()R\I C




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST
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BOGUS 14 BOGUS 14
STYLE E STYLE E
'I'AYI ()R F()R\l C 'l‘AYI OR - FORM C
¢ RED ON
I’ALE PI\I\ LAID PI'\IxI%H CREAM LAID

BOGUS 14 BOGUS 14

BOGUS 14
STYLE E STYLE E STYLE E
TAYL ORBI FOR‘\I CcC1 TAYL()R F()R\I cC1 TAY LOR - F (()IIQ\I CcC1
<
ONV ER\IILIO\ SC O\ PFA(‘H 5(‘ ON (rRAY BRO“ N SC

BOGUS 14 BOGUS 14
STYLE E STYLE E
TAYL()R FOR\I ccC1 TAY LOR FORM CC1

CK ¢ BLACK
ON ()RJ{\ GE BUFF SC ON BLUE GRAY SC

The Style F design is tall with a thin, stra[ght line outer border and a scaﬂoped inner border. The
forger responsible for this design is unknown.

Dispateh Post

N N St

B'(I?(YI(PS 8 BO(-L'SIS
2¢ DARK RED 2¢ LIGHT RED
ON CREAM ON CREAM ON CREAM




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Style G stamps have a border of crossed diamonds. “Warwick’s” is written with a capital “W”
and lowercase following letters.

.
ON YELLOW

BOGUS9 - STYLEF
BLOCK OF EIGHT
2¢ BLACK ON YELLOW

The Style H stamps have a border of negative diamonds in dark
squares. “Warwick’s” is typed in mixed caps, and the numeral “2” is bold.

BOGUS 10
STYLE H

9¢ BLACK
ONTHIN GRAY

The Style 1 design reads “2 Cts.” instead of “2c”. The numeral “2” is
large, and “Cts.” is printed vertically. The double straight line border (with

thicker outer border) is broken in multiple sections.

BOGUS 16
STYLE I

2N¢ BLACK
ON YELLOW




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

Stylej stamps are large, with small text and lots of negative space. 1t reads “WARWICK'S /
(value) / CITY DISPATCH” in a single sans serif font. The value is
printed ina larger decorative font ﬁ[[ed in with diagonal lines. 1t

is known in three denominations: 5¢, 6¢, and 7¢. The border is a WARWICK'S

thin squigg[y line. =cC

CITY DISPATCH
BOGUS 18

STYLE J

5¢ PURPLE ON WHITE

WARWICK'S WARWICK'S

g C

WARWICK'S

i @8 C

Sc

ik CITY DISPATCH

>

' §
3 CITY DISPATCH S CITY DISPATCH
ANAAANANANANANAS 3

BOGUS 18 BOGUS 18 BOGUS 18
STYLE J STYLE J STYLE J
5¢ PURPLE 6¢ BLUE 7¢ BLACK
ON WHITE V. LAID ON WHITE H. LAID ON STIFF WHITE

Sty[e K stamps have a border of shaded diamonds with starbursts at the corners. This design is
slightly longer than it is tall. 1t is only known in the 6¢ denomination. The text reads “WARWICK'S /
6C / CITY / Dispatch Post”. “CITY”, in call caps, is the only line with a serif font. The printer of this bogus

is unknown.

BOGUS 19 BOGUS 19 BOGUS 19

STYLE K STYLE K STYLE K

6¢ BLACK 6¢ BLACK 6¢ BLACK
ON OLIVE GREEN ON TAN BUFF ON GREEN




WARWICK'S CITY DISPATCH POST

The Styie I bogus is unlisted. This unusual design is much longer than it is tall. 1t has a border
of leafy branches with button shapes in the comers. the text reads “WARWICK’S / 2 Cts. / CITY DIS-
PATCH POST”, with “2 Cts.” positioned sideways.

STYLE L
2 BLACK
ON ORANGE SC

Another unlisted design, Style M has an unusual border. 1t appears it tried to imitate the
“original” chain and colon border, but in very low quality, giving the appearance of sharp smudges.
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