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WINANS1 CITY POST 
This is one of the oldest bogus posts recorded. lt was listed in the Beyger-Levrault catalogue in 

June 1862, although there was not a description of the stamp other than the name and values. The stamp 

was illustrated in Moen's by December of 1862. The stamp design was very popular, and most stamp 

forgers of the time had their own version ofit 

Although some publications listed the post as a New York City local, most journals reported the 
stamp as the product of a local post or parcel express operat~ng in Baltimore, Maryland. The Woods 
Baltimore City Diredoryfor years 1860 and 1864 do not list any local posts, nor is anyone named Winans 

listed as a carrier, express, or post clerk. 

PORTRAIT OF 
ROSS WINANS 

A Winans family did live in Baltimore at the time, but they had 
no known connection with mail delivery. The Winans were most well 

known for manufacturing steam engines and ships, but they also made 
munitions during the Civil War, including guns, bullets, and grapeshot. 

This is possibly referenced in the unique design of the stamp, which 

features a winged bomb, supposedly based on a hand grenade. 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
The Winans Bogus A stamps were created by Thomas Woods and sold by George Hussey. 

Wood's book reports at least six printings: the earliest in November 1863, and the latest in February 1866. 

Four diches of the stamp were produced, and the numeral was changed to print four different 

values. The bogus A stamps can be classgied into subtypes based on the diche it was printed with. The 

stamps were printed in vertical strips of four by arranging the diches into a setting. Several different 
arrangements to the setting are known. 

As the stamps were printed multiple times, damage to the dies resulted in additional .flaws and 

variations. Although there is speculation that early and late printings can be determined by recorded 

.flaws, differing printing impressions and unrecorded .flaws make it djffecult to create a definitive timeline. · 

CONSTANT CLICHE VARIATIONS 

SUBTYPE A 

-VV-I~..A..NS' 

• A darkened area in the background at the lower right 
corner 

• The O and S of "POST" are printed very close together 

• In some printings, a dark flaw is on the body of the 
bomb 

• Space between numeral and "CENTS" ranges from 
1.5mm to 2mm. 

SUBTYPEB 

~I~.A..NS' 

• A dented loop on the P of "POST" 

• The O and S of "POST" are printed close together 

• Space between numeral and "CENTS" ranges from 
1.75mm to 2.5mm 

2 CENTS. 2 C .l:!.:NTS. 

• A white flaw on the bomb, direct ly under the wing -
usually a line, sometimes rounder 

• Space between numeral and "CENTS" ranges from 
2mm to 3.5mm 

• The top-left serif of the Win "WINANS" is angled 
downward 

• The apostrophe is very thick 

• Space between numeral and "CENTS" ranges from 
2.5mm to3mm 



WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPE A 

The lower right comer of the background in type a was broken - on most examples it is retouched 

and appears as a darkened area. The O and S of "POST are printed very close together. ln later printings, 

a dark .flaw occurs on the lower center of the bomb. 
Additional .flaws, variations, and spacing ieformation are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 2¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; May 11, 1863; 

June 8, 1864; and February 16, 1866. 



WINANS 9 CITY POST 
BOGUS A, TYPE A 

The lower right corn.er of the background in type a was broken - on most examples it is retouched 

and appears as a darkened area. The O and S of "POST are printed very dose together. ln later printings, 

a dark.flaw occurs on the lower center of the bomb. 

Additional flaws, variations, and spacing ieform.ation are noted on individual stamps. 
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AccordLng to Wood's ledger book, 5¢ WLnans' stamps were prLnted on November 23, 1862; February 26, 

1864; and February 10, 1865. 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPE A 

The lower right comer of the background in type a was broken - on most examples it is retouched 

and appears as a darkened area. The O and S of "POST are printed very dose together. ln later printings, 

a dark flaw occurs on the lower center of the bomb. 
Additional flaws, variations, and spacing ieformation are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 10¢ and 20¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; 

February 26, 1864; and February 10, 1865. 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A, TYPE B 

Type h has a dented loop on the P of"POST'. Like type a, the O and S of "POST' are printed dose together. 

Additional flaws, variations, and spacing information are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 2¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; May 11, 1863; 

Ju.ne 8, 1864; and February 16, 1866. 



WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPE B 

Type h has a dented loop on the P of"POSf". Li.ke type a, the O and S of"POSf" are printed dose together. 

Addition.al ]laws, variations, and spacing ieform.ation. are noted on. individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book 5¢ and 10¢ Winans' stamps were printed on. November 23, 1862; 

February 26, 1864; and February 10, 1865. 



WINANS? CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPE B 

Type b has a dented loop on the P of "POST". Like type a, the O and S of"POST" are printed close together. 

Additional flaws, variations, and spacing information are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book 20¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; February 26, 

1864; and February 10, 1865. 



WINANS 9 CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPE C 

Type c has a white .flaw on the bom.h, directly u.nder the wing, which can appear as a vertical line, or as a 

rou.nd shape. The letters in "POST" are spaced eve4-nly, and the apostrophe after "WINANS" is thick .. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 2¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; May 11, 1863; 

Ju.ne 8, 1864; and February 16, 1866. The 5¢, 10¢ and 20¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; 

February 26, 1864; and February 10, 1865. 



WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPED 

Typed is identified by the top left serif' on the W of"WINANS", which is angled. downward.. The apostrophe 

after "WINANS" is significantly thicker than all other types. 

Additional .flaws, variations, and spacing ieformation are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 2¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; May 11, 1863; 

June 8, 1864; and. February 16, 1866. The 5¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; February 26, 

1864; and February 10, 1865. 



WINANS~ CITY POST 
BOGUS A. TYPED 

Typed. is identified. by the top lieft serif' on the W of "WINANS", which is angled. downward.. The apostrophe 
efter "WINANS" is significantly thicker than all other types. 

Additional jlaws, variations, and spacing ieformation are noted on individual stamps. 
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According to Wood's ledger book, 10¢ and 20¢ Winans' stamps were printed on November 23, 1862; 

February 26, 1864; and February 10, 1865. 



WINANS9 CITY POST 
The stamps were printed in vertical strips off our by arranging the die hes into a setting. Several 

different arrangements to the setting are known. 

BOGUS A. SETTING 1: D-A-C-B 

Typed 
Type d is identified. by the top left serif on the W of 

"WINANS", which is angled downward. The apostrophe after 

"WlNANS" is signgu:antly thicker than aU other types. 
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Type a includes a darkened area in the background at the 

lower right comer. The O and S of "POST are printed very close to

gether. There is no dark jlaw on the homh in the early printings of 
thiscliche. 
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Type c has a white j{aw on the homh, directly under the 

wing. The apostrophe is thick. 

Typeb 
Type h has a dented loop on the P of"POST". Like type a, 

the O and S ef "POST" are printed close together. 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
The stamps were printed in. vertical strips of four by arranging the dich.es in.to a setting. Several 

dgf eren.t arrangements to the setting are kn.own.. 

BOGUS A. SETTING 1: D-A-C-B 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
The stamps were printed in vertical strips of four by arranging the diches into a setting. Several 

dyf erent arrangements to the setting are known. 

BOGUS A. SETTING 1: D-A-C-B 
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WINANS9 CITY POST 
The stamps were printed in vertical strips of four by arranging the diches into a setting. Several 

drrf'erent arrangements to the setting are known. 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
The stamps were printed in. vertical strips of four by arranging the diches in.to a setting. Several 

d!/f eren.t arrangements to the setting are kn.own.. 

BOGUS A. SETTING 3: B-A I A-B (TETE-BECHE) 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
Winans' Bogus B design was printed by S. Allan Taylor. Taylor first lists the Winan' s [sic] City 

Post stamps for sale in the Jan.uary 1867 issue of his St.a.mp Collector's Record, offering a set of four 

stamps for 5¢. 

Bogus B has no period after "POST" and an apostrophe with a .flat top after 'WINANS". The 

design is surrounded by a thin rectangular border with the top left comer pointing upward and a break 
above the "Y" in "CITY". The presence of this border implies that Taylor probably based his bogus design 

on an early Moens print 
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Bogus B (above) is printed with the value in small numerals. A second Taylor bogus, Bogus B,, 

uses the same design, but is printed with large numerals. 



WINANS 9 CITY POST 
Bogus B, was printed by Taylor, using the same design as Bogus B, but with larger numerals. 
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The 10¢ Bogus B, stamps th.at Taylor printed in form AB, include a printing variation - the top 

serif on the, in "10" is missing. 

..1.0 CENTS. 

BOGUS Bl 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

10¢BLACK 
ON GOLD YELLOW 

:>i 
8 
H 
0 

WIN" AN"S' 

'"d 
0 
m 
8 

BOGUS Bl 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

10¢BLACK 
ON PEACH 

BOGUS Bl 
TAYLOR - FORM ABl 

10¢BLACK 
ONPINK 



WINANS~ CITY POST 
The 10¢ Bogus B, stamps that Taylor printed in form AB, include a printing variation - the top serif on the, 

in "w" is missing. 
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Featu.red below are Bogus B, stamps wtth the top of the , tn "10" is partially gone. This vartatwn 

occurred on 10¢ Wmans' stamps printed from Taylor's form AB13. The progresstve nature of this Jlaw 

tndkates that FormAB13 was W~elyprtnted before Form AB, (tn whtch the top of the 1 is completely gone.) 
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The thin bordertine on 13ogLtS 131 stamps printed .Jrom Form S2 have breaks all around. no just 

above they in "01l'" 
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The BogLtS B, stamps below show the same border .flaws as those printed on Form S2, but are not 

yet attributed. to any specific form. 
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These 10¢ Bogus B1 stamps have a dent tn the background of the central destgn, located above the 

"10". The fl.aw LS larger on the stamps prtnted on lrud paper. 
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ThLS vartatton on Bogus B1 LS the same destgn, but wtth one addtUonal star Ln the background, 

located dtrectly to the left of the T tn "POST'. 
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The prLnter of Bogus C is currently unknown. This bogus is kl.ent!fied by an apostrophe after 

'WINANS"; a small jlaw wLthLn the branches of the Y Ln "ClTY"; a dash-shaped period after "POST" and 

"CENTS"; no ser!f on the center arm of the E Ln "CENTS"; and stars dLrectly above the front WLng Hp and 

dLrectly below the back WLng Hp. 
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Vertical pairs of this Bogus C exist in. both regu.lar and tete-beche layouts. 
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The Win.ans' stamps below have the same characteristics as Bogus C, but are poorly printed. 
They appear to be more modern reprints of the Bogus C design. 
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The printer of Bogus D is cu.rrently unknown. This design is identified by the long bottom sen.fa 

of the A in 'WINANS" - completely connected the "NAN". This bogus also crosses the middle point of the 

Win 'WINANS", so that it looks like two overlapped Vs. 

Bogus D is only known in a 5¢ value. The numeral shifted during printing, and can be printed 
either low or high. There is an apostrophe efter 'WINANS" and dash-like periods after "POST" and 
"CENTS". 
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Bogus E has been attributed to J.B. Moens, due to its inclusion in his Catalogue Prix-Counmt De 

Timhre-Poste circa 1883. However, this design was published in The Stamp-Collector's M.agazine (by E. 

Marlborough & Co. ef London) in 1863 - during which time Moens was using the Bogus N design for his 
publications. 
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Moens probably received the die used for the Marlborough illustration some years later. The 
rough quality of Moens's printing implies the die had been used heavily before he acquired it. This 
damaged version is class!Jied as Bogus 0. 

Bogus E is ident!Jied by the numeral 20, which is placed sign!ficantly to the left, extending about 

2mm past the vignette background. The serif on the bottom of the 2 is tall and usually slightly cwved. 
This bogus is only known in the 20¢ value. The design has a vertical line for an apostrophe after 
"WlNANS"; no period after "POST"; and a dash-like period after "CENTS". 
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Note the small break in. the background directly to the right of the C in. "Cl'TY" in the purple on. pink stamp 
above. This stamp was probably .from a later printing. This break is also present, but larger, in Bogus 0. 
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The printer of Bogus Fis unknown. This design is known in 2¢, 5¢, and 10¢ values. On. the 2¢ 

value, the numeral 2 is drawn with a closed loop. 

This bogus can be identgied by the wings - the tip of the font wing extends past the border to
ward the Tin "CITY", and the tip of the far wing points upward above the Y in "CITY". The background 

makes a dark bar over the S of "CENTS". These stamps have no apostrophe after "WINANS", no period 

after "POST", and a period after "CENTS". The design is surrounded by a thin, rectangular border. 
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Bogus G is an.other unattributed design. lt appears to be based on Bogus C, with the same cen

tral illustration (al[ stars in the same positions). The printing is crude, and the Pin "POST" is particularly 

sloppy. The bottom "10 CENTS" text is in. a dgferent font, with more triangular serifo. It is only known in 

the 10¢ value. 

This design includes an. apostrophe after 'WINANS", a dash-like period after "POST", and no 

period after "CENTS". 
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WINANS~ CITY POST 
Bogus H was produced by J.W. Scott. The design was used as an illustration in early Scott stamp 

albums, and was also used by C.H. Coster in his book The United Stales locals and Their History. 

This bogus is easily identyied by the lack of smoke coming.from the fuse of the bomb. The 

background curves inward slightly to the right of the Cl in "Cl1Y" and the top right corner is cut cff at an 

angle. There is an apostrophe after "WlNANS", and dash-shaped periods after "POST" and "CENTS". 

Bogus H is known in four denominations, each printed on a dgferent color. 
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Show below are two 20¢ value Bogus H, stamps, on showing a dear printing variation. A small 

line is printed directly to the lijt of the Tin "CllY". 
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The creator of Bogus l is unknown.. lt is very similar to the design Hussey sold (Bogus A), but 

there are less stars in the background. lt is known in 2¢, 5¢, and 20¢ values. 

This bogus is identified by the apostrophe after 'WINANS", which looks like a tiny numeral 7. 

There is a large dent in the left border of the background, directly to the right of the lT in "Cl'TY". There 

are dash-like periods after "POST" and "CENTS". 
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The creator of Bogus J is unknown. This design is identified by its short, stubby wings with 

broad, individual feathers. This design also has a thin outline around the subject background. The text is 
in. a font with broad serifs, including a serif on the top of the A in "WINANS". There is no apostrophe 

after "WINANS", no period after "POSf', and a small period after "CENTS." 

These bogus stamps are printed in four values, in a variety of colors. 
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Bogus K is based on the Lllustration published by Moens in his 1864 catalogue. The bogus was 

designed by Moen's lithographer, Pierre Schmitz. 

This design is identified primarily by the word "POST', which is written with a long loop on the 
P; a long, oval-like O; and the T spaced farther away from the other letters. The far wing tip points 

upward toward the right branch of the Yin "CITY". Like Bogus N (the Moens catalogue illustration), this 

bogus has a thin frame line around the entire design. 

The lower-lEjt edge of the background is damaged and appears faded, and the stars in the back

ground are d!fficult to see. This, and the missing apostrophe after "WINANS", indicate that these bogus 

stamps were made with an older, worn-out version of the Moens illustration die. Bogus K is known in 

four denominations. 

These bogus stamps have no no period after "POST', and a very small period after "CENTS". 

They are printed in a variety of colors, including metallic gold. 
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Bogus L is another unattributed design. This bogus is identified by the broken bottom on the C 

in "CENTS", the thin loop on the Pin "POST", and the broken.foot of the 2 in the numeral "20". 

This bogus is only known in the 20¢ value. There is a short line-shaped apostrophe after 
"WlNANS", no period after "POST", and a short dash-like period after "CENTS". 
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Although the maker efBogu.s M is unknown, it is probably French in origin. This design.features 

short wings on the bomb. 1f the background is printed clearly enough, 22 stars can be counted in the 
background: 6 above the bomb, 6 to the left an.d below, and 10 to the right. The top left corn.er of the 

background extends to the left in a point. 

The top serif of the S in "WlNANS" is very tall. There is an apostrophe after "WlNANS", an.d 
rectangular-shaped periods after "POST" and "CENTS". These stamps are known in four denominations. 

- . .:.- ~ 
:::: CE~J:T::3 .. 

BOGUSM 
2!!BLACK 

ON CREAM 

BOGUSM 

oJ~~Y-18w 
BOGUSM 
10tBLACK 
ON GREEN 

Bogus Mis also known with the denomination (numeral and text) inverted. 
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Bogus N is based on the Lllustration Moens published in his 1864 catalogue. This illustration was 

produced by his lithographer, Pierre Schmitz. 

The design is identified by the number and position of stars in the background: three above the 
far wing, six to the lEeft of the bomb's body, and four to the right of the bomb. The T is spaced further 
apart.from the other letters in "POST'. 

There is a short, straight apostrophe after "WlNANS", no period after "POST', and a period after 
"CENTS". This bogus is known only in the 10¢ value. 

COPY OF ILLUSTRATION FROM 
LES TIMBRES-POSTE ILLUSTRES 

J.B. MOENS, 1864 
PLATE 33, DIE 76 
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A damaged version of this design was used to created Bogus K. 
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Boguses P and P,, are crude printings of the stamp design, with no shading on the bomb's body. 

There are curved .flaws in the lower right and both upper comers. Bogus P, has an additional dark JI.aw of 
four thin lines in the upper right comer. Both designs are surrounded by a rectangu.lar border. The 
printer is unknown. 

BOGUSP 
10¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

BOGUS Pl 
10¢BLACK 
ON GREEN 

Bogus Q_,is identified primarily by the text "10 CENTS" - the numeral 1 has a long serif top, the 
bottom serif of the Tis broken on the left side, and the S has a .flat top. The design is very dark, with the 

bomb blending into the background. There is no apostrophe after 'WINANS", no period after "POST", 

and a period after "CENTS". 
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