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W~ WYMAN 
This independent mail company was established by William Wyman. Wyman, previously an 

agent for Harn.den Express Co., started his own company in around the end ef July, 1844. Operating out 

of Harn.den's ~ces, his mail route ran from Boston to New York. 

1- • - -·· ·-- _·· _·_ --_, ___________ __ 

LETTERS J'OA NEW YOK&o 

T IIE u•deni311ti<J ,akea thl• mttthn.l lo luturu1 bla& frlencla 
and 1hr. ,,ut.llc. thNI he bu 011,iteJ office,, "' Nu. 8 Coarl 

■lreet, Bn,11n11, an,t 3 Wall •Ueet, New York, 1hrn111h whlr.h 10 
lr•n.mit lelleN helWffll tbe '"'" cltlea, •l•o belwreD Bo,,ou 
an,r Lowell, "' 1he /1>111 rat,11 of P••t~c. i:o 11111mp1 rnr tJ, 

Tiu, h111t• fur New Ynrk will cln,oe u 4, P. M. 
For •he f11lthful perfbrmaaco ohhe bu,dueu I am at Uberc1 &o 

relisr to-- . • . 
Me11re . Ehen'r Francia, l . . 

J. E. Tlu,yer ctr. DN,. · 
llna. &hbc,11 L11wreace, · · · ·-r_ 
H. B. l!llone, EMq., • • 

Pru. Bnll'olk Bank. 
July" i.,r WM. WYIIIAN . . 

HARNDEN St. co,s .. 
NEW ORLE.\NS FOR,VARI.HNG .&.l'ID ES:• ____ .,... . ,..~ ... , .. .. 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN THE 
BOSTON SEMI- WEEKLY ADVERTISER 
JULY 31, 1844 

By September of the same year, he 

advertised that due to an increase in his facili

ties, he was able to forward letters to "nearly all 

the principal cities and villages in the United 

States where any of the independent mails are 

sent[ ... ]". 

Wyman's stamps, which featu.re the first image of a train on a 

denominated postage stamp, sold in sheets of 20 for $1. The stamps were 

lithographed in black on white, wove paper. Two varieties exist, which are 

d![feren.tiated by a broken. "W." in "W. Wyman." 

Wyman also used a red, rectangu.lar handstamp. lt is noted that 

this handstamp rarely touched the stamps, which were usu.ally cancelled 

by manuscript. 

WM WYMAN'S 
LETTER OFFICE 

HANDSTAMP 
GENUINE 

"SEP 13, 1844" 

• ~"""" ..... ., ..................... ·••·~•J -- _.., ...,. _ .. , ....... ~ .. -___ _ 

Wl"M.\.N'S EXPflES'i MA.IL. 

I ,voULD infMm Ul)I trlen•I~ 11J1d pa1ron•, U1a1 t laue di.,. 
co11.tin11~J Ille f,euer Bu,lne-cs, 1111d rate ple•11ure In rec:nn1• 

ffll!ll1lin( 111.,,..., .. OYSAT0'I & co. 29t 8(11111 •treet, (Rruer•• 
8:aihlin,c.; where m,· ••11mp,o will be recelYed, or I will pay 
cull f,,r 1he111, a, No. 8 Cnorl •1ree1. · 

dee 16 811• WM. WYHAN, 

ln December of 1844, Wyman sold his 
post to Overton & Co. Wyman stamps were 

accepted by Overton & Co. after the sale. 

ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED IN THE 
BOSTON SEMI-WEEKLY ADVERTISER 
DECEMBER 18, 1844 

The example featu.red here represents a Wyman. stamp carried by 
Overton & Co. cancelled with a red Overton handstamp in addition to the 
manuscript "X". 

149Ll : GE!\ruINE 
5~ BLACK ON WHITE 

MANUSCRIPT X 
OVERTON & CO. 

RED HANDSTAMP 

Only three examples of covers with Wyman stamps carried by Over

ton & Co. are known. This is a rare example of the Overton handstamp used 

as a cancel on a Wyman stamp. 



W~ WYMAN 
George Hussey produced forgeries of the Wyman stamps using lithography. 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 

5~ LIGHT BLACK 
ON TIIlN BLUE GRAY 

(149L1) 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 
5¢BLACK 

ON STIFF WHITE 
< 149L1 > 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 

5¢ DARK BLACK 
ON STIFF WHITE 

(149L1 > 

Hussey's forgery (Forgery A) was 

printed in plates of ten, arranged as two 

columns of five subjects. At left is a recon

stru.ction of this plate. 
Some forgery A positions have dear 

variations. Positions one and two are easy to 

identify: position one has a comma aft.er the 

.first "W" instead of a period; position two 

has no period. 

FORGERY A 
HUSSEY 

5¢ DARK BLACK 
ON CREAM 
POSITIO 1 

(149L1 > 

= ...................................................................................... : 



LITHOGRAPH FROM 
"i-osTAGE STAMPS. 

ILLUSTPtATED." 
J . B . MOENS, 

LONDON, 1884 

PLAT&: 2/f 

FORGERYB 
AFTERMOENS 

5¢BLACK 
ON WHITE GLAZED 

(149L1) 

W~ WYMAN 
Jean-Baptiste Moens published an illustration of the Wyman's 

stamp in his collector's guidebook Postage Stamps Illustrated Imitations 

of Moens' s illustrations were later copied or lithographed by forgers to 

create counteifeits. 

MOENS ILLUSTRATION 
FROM POSTAGE STAMPS ILLUSTRATED 
FORGERYB 
5¢ BLACK ON ALBUM PAGE 
(149L1) 

- - - ---------
FORGERYB 

AFTERMOENS 
5¢BLACK 

ON YELLOW SC 
( 149L1) 

FORGERYB 
AFTERMOENS 

ON ff~l1INK 
( 149L1) 

J.W. Scott published his own illustration of the stamp for his al
bums. He also produced his own counteifeit stamps based on this illustra

tion to sell to collectors. The Scott's forgeries were typographed. 

FORGERYC 
SCOTT 

5¢BLACK 
ON THIN WHITE 

(149L1) 

FORGERYC 
SCOTT 

5¢BLACK 
ON THICK WHITE 

(149L1 l 

ILLUSTRATION. 
J . W . SCOTT'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

ALBUM lit!, 

SCOTT ILLUSTRATION 
FROM 1888 SCOTT'S 

INTERNATIONAL ALBUM, 
FORGERYC 

5¢BLACK 
ON ALBUM PAGE 

( 149L1) 



W~ WYMAN 
The following cou.nteefeit stamps were made by unknown forgers. 

FORGERYD 
5¢_BLACK 

ON GREY WHITE 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON LIGHT ORANGE 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON GREEN YELLOW 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢ _BLACK 

ON GREEN BLUE 
( 149L1) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON PINKISH 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON LIGHT GREEN 
(149Ll.) 

FORGERYD 

~J~t~ 
(149L1) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ONYELLOW 
(149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON CREAM 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYD 
5¢BLACK 

ON GREEN 
( 149Ll.) 
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FORGERYD 

oN ~1~h~0luJE 
(149L1) 



W~ WYMAN 
The following counteefeit stamps were made by unlmownforgers. 

FORGERYE 
5¢ ~iD~~~N 

( 149Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢BLUE 

ON WHITE 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢_BLAC K 

ON PALE YELLOW 
( 149Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢ BROWN VIOLET 

ON WHITE 
(149Ll) 

FORGERYE 
5¢ PURPLE 
ON WHITE 

( 149Ll) 
WITH FAKE DOUBLE OVAL 

HANDSTAMP CANCEL 

FORGERYE 
5¢ORANGE 
ONWHITE 

( 149Ll) 



WO WYMAN 
The following counteefeit stamps were made by unknown forgers. 

FORGERYE 
5tBLUE 

ON WHITE 
BLOCK OF FOUR 

( 149L1) 

FORGERYF 
5¢BLACK 

ONWHITE 
< 149L1 > 

FORGERYE 
5¢BROWN 
ONWHITE 

BLOCK OF FOUR 
( 149L1) 
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