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A CLASSICS MOMENT
di tor and author Gordon Stimmell was
honored by the U.S. Philatelic Classics
Society at their annual meetin_g in Toronto
during CAPEX '96 as the recipient of the
Elliott Perry Cu p.
This award, presented annually, is for authors of articles on stamps and postal history
as well as for newly di scovered and reported
research.
In hi s presentation remarks, Tuck Taylor
said of Gordon: "As an Editor, he has been
consistent and thorough , as a researcher, he
has located facts on many of the little-known
local posts, and most importantly, his study
of the stamps and markings has enabled collectors to tell the real from the spurious."

E

Members of the Carriers and Locals Society were exhibitors and medal winners at
the international philatelic exhibition ,
CAPEX '96 held in Toronto Canada from
June 8-16.
2

Tom Mazza received a gold medal for his
eight frame display entitled "Street Fighting:
New York City Carrier and Local Mail
1840-1863".
Larry LeBel received a large venneil medal
for his five frame display "Postal Markings
and Postally Used Stamps of boyd ' s City
Express Post".
Another display which excited in terest
among members of this society was that of
Edgar Kuphal of Germany who is not presently a soc iety member, and who received a
large vermeil medal for hi s five frame display of "Carriers and Locals in USA" .
Finally, at the annual meeting at Balpex
outside Baltimore on the Labor Day weekend, a record number of single frames from
this society covering a wide range of locals
topics went on di splay. More on thi s in the
Society newsletter.
--Donald B. Johnstone
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Position 9 (upper left
in block) and a single.

THE PONY WITH
THE MISSING HOOF
By Sherwood Springer

0

ne afte rnoon in May of 1982 I r·eceived a telephone call from Peter Ke-

nedi of Encino, Calif., saying he had something to show me that he was certain I'd find
interesting, and he desired my opinion on
it. It's not a long drive from Hawthorne,
where I live, and I agreed to see him.
He was preparing the catalog for his spring
sale and one of the items had caught his attention. When I arrived he showed it to me. It
was an unused block of four of 143L3, the $1
Wells Fargo pony stamp . "Look closely at
the upper left copy," he said, "and tell me
what you think."
Well, I looked. Then I looked at the stamp
to its right. Then I looked back again. It took
several minutes before my eyes riveted on
the horse's foreleg . There was no hoof there'
But how ... my mind started leaping. How
cou ld it be a true error? The pony stamps
had been around for 121 years. How could
such a blooper possibly have escaped notice by somebody in that amount of time ?
It must be a printing fluke that occurred
somehow near the end of the run , a nicked
plate or something. Maybe thi s was the

only example in exi stence.
I shared my views with Kenedi, but privately I vowed never to stop seeking a solution to this mystery. The stamps were printed in two panes, 20 to the pane. By the margins I deduced the odd stamp was in either
position 5 or 9. Later I determined it to be
position 9 in the right pane.
Many years have passed since that day in
1982. But I've been unrelenting in my search
for examples of the "missing hoof' variety,
primarily by checking the photographs in
hundreds of auction catalogs. Well, I am finally convinced that we have here a legitimate variety of the one-dollar pony, and I' m
submitting it for listing in the 1997 Scott
U.S. Specialized. So far I have seen, or seen
photographs of, five examples of this col lectible rarity, and I feel certain, after this article appears, that additional copies will be
found in our members' local post collections. I would be happy to hear of such finds.
How much is it worth? Who knows? Some
day an example will appear in an auction
along with a proper description , then we
shall know.
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DECEIT AND DISPERSAL
Hussey and Taylor and Their Products
By Herbert A. Trenchard
PART II
(Continued from Vol. 6 No. 3)
Kline adds two new bogus issues: Bridge
and Smith 's. S. Allan Taylor also issued
fabrications for these two posts. Hahn has
presented evidence for reconsidering the
status of Smith 's. 27
The other Kline items not listed in Hussey (Ban's, Brigg 's, Mi ll 's and Westtown)
were also fabricated by Taylor. With one
exception (Westtown), the number of items
listed by Kline for these locals differs from
the number li sted by Taylor in hi s price list
of late 1864. It is unlikely that they are the
same items. Thus there are seven items ,
avai lable in quantity, which come from
Kline and not Hussey.
Three copies of Kline 's 1864 price list
have been seen. On two, " Spence & Brown
(1 at Sc)", is added in manu script. On another, "many new ones not on thi s li st" is
added in manuscript.
Kline is not recorded as having been involved in the manufacture of bogus or imitation locals. But he obviously purchased
large quantities of Hussey 's products. He
also seems to be the original source of other
locals whose origin is unknown .
In the auction of the " Stock of Postage
Stamps of the Late John W . Kline" in April,
1896, one lot reads: " Kline 's stock of facsimile locals, about 20,000." 28
Kline also purchased Well s, Fargo &
Co. remainders, presumably from Hussey,
offering them at Hussey's prices. Like Hussey, Kline also offered the Upham facsimiles.
Meanwhile, George Hu ssey advertised
some of his products in the May 1, 1864
issue of Th e Stamp Collector 's Maga::,ine,

4

(Figure 12). 29 This was hi s first advertisement in the philatelic press. The items
li sted are identical to those at the top of
Hussey's 1863 list except that the one dollar-green is corrected to four dollars.
Hussey issued a new price li st in mid1864. Carl Kane illustrates and di scusses it
in his 1982 article. 30
Hussey 's second price li st also appeared
under the name of another New York City
dealer, Isaac Moses King. It appeared in a
one-issue London journal titled, Th e Un iversal Stamp Ga:ette , dated September 15 ,
1864. The King price li st (Figure 13) is
nearly identical to Hussey 's price li st, inc ludin g the prices , wh ich a re in U.S.
money.
I. M . King is a shadowy character whose
stamp dealing career was short and fu ll of
mystery, and indeed there is some doubt
that he ever existed .
I. M. King first appeared in the philatelic
press in Apri l, 1864, as "collector and dealer in stamps, coins and curiosities in general. "3 1 According to S. Allan Taylor (in an
1888 letter) , "In May , 1864, the chief dealer then in New York was Isaac M. King,
the 18-year-old son of a furrier on Broadway below Wall Street."32
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Figure 12. George Hussey (New York)
First Ad. (Stp. Coll's Mag. - May1864)
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The undersigned, thankful for post patronage, would c:111 the attention of D~]ALERS• anu COLLECTORS
to the PrucE L1sr of hia huge asimrtment of

1Jfcred for !JD.le at REDUCED PR[CES, hopiog thereby to be favored llfitb a continuance ..,f thei r oTdor~, which he will
endeavor to till with promptnc.i8 and sa ti:Sfactioo
Pleo.se address 1 with money or reference,

A. C. KLINE,
8 2 4 'Walnu:t Stree~ Philadelphia., Pa.
• Liber,tl UisoouM to the Trnde.
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Figure 11. A. C. Kline pseud. for John W. Kline (Philadelphia)
Price List [Spring 1864].

King adve11ised (in Th e Un iversal Stamp
Ga::.ette), that he was proprietor and editor
of The U.S. Stamp Ga::.eteer, but this journal was never issued. In May, 1865, Taylor
reported that King was on hi s way to California. In July, 1865, a British journal reports, "Isaac Moses King , once a dealer in
stamps in New York, has gone on a trip to
California; 33 probably he has a few creditors in England, and on the Continent."34

Another New York City dealer, William
King, shared the address of I. M. King during 1864. William had a few ads until August, 1865. Then he too disappeared.
Hussey 's second price list (and the similar King price list) contains a few additions
and modifications from.his first list. Most
of these changes had already appeared in
Kline's price li st issued a little earlier.
There are five new locals listed: Boyce's,
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Figure 13. Isaac M. King (New York) Price List (The Univ Stp. Gaz - Sept. IS, 1864).
Brown & McGill, Messenkope's, Russe ll
P.O. , and Spence & Brown.
The first four were in Kline's; the last one
was added in manuscript on the Kline price
list.
Hussey's second price li st adds some
additional items. One is the Albany Bazaar
Post Office stamp (Scott WV 1), iss ued
February 22, 1864. Others are envelopes,
two of which are Boyd's red and blue examples (Scott 20LU 1-6) which appeared
in 1864. Another envelope listed is a bogus
New Jersey Express.
The King li st includes one envelope not
in Hussey: Metropolitan E1nnd and Carrier Express , "Embossed, 5 cents. "
The copy of Hussey' s second price list illustrated in Carl Kane' s article had numer-

6

ous items added in manuscript. 35 Among
them are the N. Y. Postmaster Provisional
which Viner had commented upon .
The three emission s of the Philadelphia
Sanitary Fair (Scott WVJ 1-13), issued in
June , 1864, are also added in manu script.
Hu ssey also adds more Wells, Fargo remainders . He also includes the two facsimi les of the Providence Postmaster Provisionals which Thomas Wood made and
delivered to Hussey in February, 1865.
Up in Montreal , S. Allan Taylor issued
America's first stamp journal, The Stamp
Collector 's Record, dated February 15,
1864. 36 In it, he li sted a group of "Local
Americans" for 3c and Sc each (Figure
14). In his journal, T aylor adverti sed the
Up ham Confederates (not stating they are
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.Molntiie'a.
5c.
New Ieraey ExpnM C.., 5c.
Am.ericaA Expd8I Co.,5c.
AmericaD Hail.~ lie. "
Saait!l'a City Ezprea 6c.
'lfabinaoa· & Co.
5o.
Squier It r..o.
&c.
Clark ·1t Cllo . .
5c.

A.. Taylor

• BOX 934, .MONTRUL,

Grafflin'1.
Huasey'1.
Blooc:1'11.

Moody's.
Winslow'L
Hunt's.

5o.

J&o...-

Memphia
Nub•lle
New ·OrJ.eana
M. C. Callaway
Ba.too Rogue

·. Brooklyn City. .

.

Square ..

&c.

Com'«ierate-(f&o aimile} ·5c. ; · ··1o.
·
·u
· ·
lOc. · : ·k ·

Mtttropo~tan.

lotemationa.l Exprea.
Fl~yda. •
Brady It Co.
Jenkin'• ·

.!

·. ". ·uiaan am · 12{ 1 .
u: :.10c:: · · · . . . .

Bicbmoor(~J) · · ·./ '-:

Bentley'a.
3rd. 4,Jenue P. O.

Chatham

6c.

•
"

.Arthur's.
Warwick'a.

Boyd'L

5c.

. QQ{eiderate Slatea,' ·5o. . ; . '

·. Xer>a.
BJOdwa:, P.O.

,..

UniaD ~oare
City~ Post
.a.di: .._ C>.

"

I:

&.
. ac.

I Ounoe

10c.

· . En~elope

10c.

\\fet'8 Fargo & Co.

"

Be.
3e. ·
3e. ·

Pony Expreaa 1 dollar
U. S. P. 0, Eagle

26c.

• u21.

Figure 14. S. Allan Taylor (Montreal) ads (Stp. Co/l's Record. Feb. 15, 1864).

facsimi les). He also advertised "A packet
of 50 common stamps in very good condition, and including some Dispatch Post
Stamps, will be forwarded by mai l on receipt of 40c."
While still in Montreal, Taylor adve11ised
hi s products in Once A Month, a Manchester journal (Figure 15). His price per item
was l d each, "in quantities of a dozen or
more. "
James Wardly, of Manchester, also adve11ised the Taylor products, priced at 3d
each and 2s 6d per dozen. Unlike Taylor' s

ads, he listed the number and co lors of
these Taylor-made items (Figure 16).
In the June 1, 1864, issue of Once A
Month, Wardly again advertised Taylor's
products, dropping the price to 2d each, or
l s 9d per dozen. Bentley's Dispatch is not
included (Figure 17).
Taylor left Montreal in May and spent a
few months in New York City before he
settled in Albany, N. Y. in late 1864. On
December 15 , 1864, he published No. 1
(New Series) of Stamp Collector's Record,
the first stamp journal in the U.S . In it he

Figure 15. S. Allan Taylor (Montreal) ad (Once A Month · March 15, 1864).
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Figure 16. James Wardley (Manchester) ad (Once A Month - March 15, 1864).

P PRIVATE
0,

AMERICAN. -Arthur', City

Express, 2 cents red, yellow, white. and grttD; Broadway
two coloa.r1; Ker 's City Poet, 2e. and 5e., red and
bJae; lfoody'1 Peony Post, (oar eoloan; Hrmt·s Despatch.
foar coloan; Third .l noae, P 0, roar coloara, and War•ick's
2c. and 6c., aU 2d. eaci:i, or ls. 9d. per clozen.-J il:E.S

Will>Ln, 151, Oxford Road, M&DChester.

Figure 17. James Wardley (Manchester) ad (Once A Month -June 1, 1864).

T

HE fo llowing despatch or local
stamps fo r 11ale at 3c . each, viz. :
Kers City P ost, 2c.; Ken City Post,
5c.; Kera City Post ( arms ) , 3 pence ;
Kers
City post, 1 penny ; Hunt's Broad1
way P.O .; McIntyre's; Warwick's, 2c .
and 6c.; Smith's; Moody's; Walker's ;
East River P.O.; Clark's; C.Cole's 3d
Avenue P.O.; Hourly Express Post;
Artbur'11 ( Bell's ) Montreal Despatch ;
Jenkin;s; Bentley's; Compagnie 1''ranco
A.mericaine ; Thompson's ; Squier's ;
Winslow's (envelopes); American Express Co.; Government City Dispatch ;
Boyce's ; Robinson's ; Letter Express
Mail ; Browne's ; Gordon's ; Hanfords ;
International Express Post ; Blood's
large size ;- Barker's ; Honour's ; Lang~
ton's ; Essex Letter Express ; Pomeroy',, large size ; Roadman's ; Mills' ;
Cressman's ; Steinmeyer',; &c., &c.;
also, Albany Bazaar Stamp, 8 varieties
at 3c .. and 1 variety at 6c. each ; Bryant, Stratton & Co. College Stamp, 2
nrieties, 3c. each ; Toronto British
.American College Stamp, 2 varieties,
6c. each ; Eastman's College Stamp,
3c. each; ( .Montreal Branch) Bryant,
Stratton &. Co. Stamp, 6c. each; &.c.,
&c., &c., &c.

Figure 18. S. Allan Taylor (Albany) ad
(Stp. Coll's Record - Dec. 15, 1864).

8

expa nd ed hi s list of "despatch or local
stamps fo r sa le at 3c each. " (Figure 18).
Taylor issued his first price li st of "American, Local and Misce llan eo us Stamps"
shortly after he an-ived in Albany . It is undated, but it probably appeared in late 1864,

(Figure 19).
The Taylor price li st bears practically no
re latio n to the Hussey price li sts. Their
similarities are mainly in the Confederate
States facsimi les of Upham , and the two
Boyd's envelopes,j'ust issued in 1864.
For those locals listed by both Taylor and
Huss~y, the number of varieties offered for
sale invariably differs. For example, Brady
- one in Hussey, two in Taylor, Cressman one Hussey, three Taylor, Pomeroy's three
Hussey, two Taylor, etc.
Taylor adds ten new ent1ies (not counting
the Canadian items, the "Mormon " stamp,
and College Stamps.) T hese include fakes
of genuine local companies: Brown & Co. ,
(2), Bentley ' s (3), Gordon 's (3) and Langton 's Cal ifo rni a Exp. (2). The others are
bogu s: Bowery P. 0 . (2) , Barker's C ity
Post (3), Gra nd Trunk Railway , Hunts's
Despatch (3), W inslow & Co. (3), including an envelope) , and Thompson & Co.
(envelope).
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American,

Local

s.

For Sale by

J\-'I i s c e 11 an e o us

and

ALLAN TAYLOR,

BOX 179, .ALBA.NY, N. Y.
W- All communications should be prepaid, unil orders oj less than 50 cents sho,ild contain a
stamp for reply.
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Tk Morm01& Slamp.-(Fac Simile ) ·3 colors, 5 cts. each.
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,
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Figure 19. S. Allan Taylor (Albany) Price List [Late 1864].

Tay lor's adverti se ments in Stamp Collector 's Record include three items not in
his price list and not in the Hussey or Kline
li sts. They are: 3rd Ave. P. 0., Walker's
and Browne & Co. (Brown & Co.). The
Walker' s are bogus.
The ads of James Wardley differ some-

what from Taylor's price list. Wardley
li sts four Bentley' s, Taylor three ; Wardley
li sts fo ur Hunt 's, Taylor three ; Wardley
li sts four colors for Third Avenue P. O.;
Taylor' s ad is not specific.
The Hu ssey products continued their
spread throughout the philatelic world dur-
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Figure 20. "Local Postage Stamps,"
W. S. Lincoln and Sons (London)
Priced Catalogue [1864].
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ing 1864. William Lincoln of Lo ndon li sted 38 local posts, a ll of which matc h with
the Hussey products, (Figure 20). Lincoln
also had the Well s, Fargo re mainders for
sale. Moore and Eden, and J. J. H. Stockall
& Co., both of Live rpool, issued pri ce li sts
conta inin g the Hussey products. In these
price lists, the bogus issues of Hourl y, Warwick's and Central P. 0. were included.
Other American dealers made thei r presence known in 1864 by advertising in the
fo reign press and issuing price lists. William P. Brown co-edited a journal meant to
be publi shed in both New York C ity and
London .37 Only two issues (January and
Febmary) appeared, both published in London. Ame1ican phil ately in 1864 was dominated by the spread ing of the Hussey and
T ay lor products. The year 1865 would be
different.

AMERICAN
PHILATELY IN 1865
ta mp collecting in 1865 reall y took
off. Over two dozen dealers from cities as fa r west as Chicago advertised their
wares, a nd many issued price li sts, o r in
some cases, priced catalogues .
Among the new names were E. L. Akehurst,38 Utica, N. Y. , Louis Bauer, late of
Munich, now in New York, M. Bennet, Jr. ,
Hartfo rd , Ct., G. E. Boynton, Provide nce,

S

R . I., A. A . Douglas, Greenbush, N.Y ., The
Gibbs Brothers, Detroit, W . S. Haines, Chicago, Edgar W. Judkin s, Lowell , Mass. ,
A.B . Maso n, Chicago , Wm. B. M cR ae,
New York City, Charles A. Newton , New
York City, William Olcott, Chicago, J. T.
Pike, Worcester, Mass. , G. M. Shepherd,
Brooklyn, N .Y ., P . Vanderlip, 39 Albany ,
N.Y., E. G. Wilkin s, Boston , and G. W.
Winterburn, Cincinnati. There were others.
The o ld familiar names were sti ll in operation. William P . Brown , James Brennan, and George Hussey were in New York
City. S. Allan Taylor was in Albany, N. Y.
through Jul y, spent the summer in New
York City, and fini shed the year in Bos-
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Figure 21. George Hussey (New York) Price List [Mid-1865).
ton. John W. Kline was still in Philadelphia.
Three U. S. journals appeared -- two in
Chicago: Coin and Stamp Journal (begun
in May), Curiosity Shop (begun in July).

The third was a short-lived hou se organ ,
G . W. Winterburn' s Stamp Circular, issued in November in Cincinnati. Taylor
continued his journal.
Pri ce lists were issued by Akeh urst,
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Brennan, Hussey , Judkins, Kline and Taylor. The Kline price list was 16 pages long .
Kline issued a third edition of his catalogue in mid-1865 .40 G. W . Winterburn
issued a 32-page priced catalogue about
mid-1865.
George Hussey issued a third single page
price list of U. S. locals in mid- to late
1865 , (Figure 21). It was issued after
Kline ' s Third Edition Catalogu e. There
were a few new items, but for the most
part, it was identical to Hussey' s second
price list.
Hussey dropped the price for the set of
Wells Fargo remainders and added the two
25c issues (143L8-9). He added a 20c Confederate , and a 20c rate to the set of Hussey' s Special Messenger. The Philadelphia Sanitary Fair set, issued July, 1864,
was added. So was the Springfield Soldiers Fair (WV 1), issued December, 1864.
The two Wood facsimiles of the Providence Postmaster Provisional were included . They were printed by Wood for Hussey
in February, 1865.
Appearing for the first time was "Blood' s
Penny Post, Kochersperger & Co., Phila.
Bust H. Clay, one, black - 10 cts," (Scott
No. I SL! 8), and a set of "essays" in brown,
red , green , and blue. The entire set is a
Hussey product.
Also appearing was "N. Y. P. 0. Bust of
Washington in oval, Sets-black, 50 cts
each" , and a set of "essays, brown, red,
green and blue, 75 cts each, or the full set of
five at $2.50." The first notice ofHussey's
connection with the N. Y. Postmaster Provisional was by Dr. C. V. Viner in November, 1863, who derisively called them "one
of Mr. Hussey's legions of postal offsprings."41
Hussey replied to Viner' s comments in a
letter which appeared in the February 1,
1864 issue of The Stamp Collector 's Magazine.42
Although it is not directly on the subject
of this paper, it does pertain to Hussey and
his character. Hussey writes: "I would here-
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by advi se you to be more careful of your
wholesale assertion . To my best knowledge and belief, I never, either awake or
asleep, thought of doing that wrong to the
community of stamp collectors or dealers .
Why you should have selected me as the
scapegoat I know not, but can assure you
that no man living can be more averse to
counterfeiting of the original. I had at one
time 25 , which I sold at prices varying from
50 cents to one dollar: the last I parted with
about the time of your November issue.
Of the counterfeits I have seen one, and
only one. It came, or was brought to my office to be compared with the originals that I
was known to have. The said counterfeit
came from Boston, Massachusetts. You
would be but doing me justice by a counter
statement, as I can fully satisfy any con-espondent you may confide in this side the
water of my innocency as I have never offered either to buy or sell a single one of
those said counterfeits.
"Your further remarks about my fertile
imagination may, for aught I know of you ,
apply equally to yourse lf as me; and as I
can see no harm to come of its fertility , or
its cultivation, will beg you the favour of a
copy of your magazine re-investing me as a
gentleman beyond counte1feiting a stamp
of his Uncle Samuel's."
The editor (C. W. Viner) replied: "Mr.
Hussey totally misunderstood our remarks.
We had not the slightest intention of stigmatizing him as a forger of the stamp in
question. We were informed, and merely
repeated our information in the pages of
the magazine, that the ' big-head ' was one
of Hussey ' s own stamps; and we meant no
sneer in alluding to the fertility of his invention. We forbear repeating one or two
well-known proverbs that strike us as applicable in the present case."
The New York Postmaster Provisional
color essays were long thought by philatelic students to be examples from a plate of 9
created from dies obtained by Hussey well
after the 1845-4 7 period of the genuine
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Figure 22. "Local Postage Stamps,"
G. W. Winterburn & Co. (Cincinnati) (1865).
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issue. Some conte mporar y students now
consider the plate of 9 to have preceded
the plate of 40 which was used to print the
issued stamps . This plate of 9 was used at
some time to create plate proofs in blue ,
green, brown , scarlet and bl ack. These are
the colors Hussey advertised.
Hussey' s letter misses an opportunity
for him to be forthright about the status of
hi s "big-heads." But instead, he carefully
chooses hi s words to deny that he would
co unterfe it a government issue (" U ncl e
Samuel's" ). Of course, the loca ls aren't
government issue so he 's nanowly coITect.
But why wouldn ' t Hussey be straightforward about the New York's and say they
are gen uine? His price lists are c leverl y
aITanged - genuine Wells, Fargo & Co. remainders at the top, properly ide ntified ;
Upham 's Confederates at the bottom , properly ma rked fac s imile . In between he
marks the genuine Confederates as genuine.
He lists the Sanitary Fairs (Philadelphia
and Springfield) as well as his own Hussey' s Post without saying they are genuine, but these are so recently issued that
none would expect them to be other than
genuine.
But all the other items listed are Hussey's
nefarious products! So one could conclude
that the New York's are also Hussey ' s offspring . It is hard to believe otherwise.
G . W . Win terburn & Co. issued a 32page Descriptive Ca talogue and Price-List

of America and Fore ign Postage Stamps,
dated 1865 . It was the largest price list yet
issued in the U.S. The U.S. local postage
stamps consist of 9 1 entries, (Figure 22).
The contents reveal that Winterburn had
the Hussey products for sale (his prices
matching Hussey's). Winterburn also listed man y of the Taylor products, but did
not price them.
There are a few differences from Hussey' s lists, many of which are probably typographical. More interesting are the locals
li sted by Hussey which are n ' t li sted by
Winterburn. They are Dupu y & Schenck,
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Ho nour ' s, Metropolitan (13 Am. Bible
Home), Eag le City Post, New Jersey Express , Roadman 's and Swart's (fo r U.S.
Mail). Without exception these were the
ones missing in Stafford Smith and Smith's
3rd Edition price li st, but present by the
6th Edition (1866) , indicating that these
were distributed later by Hussey than his
other products.
Winterburn also lacked Messenkope ' s,
Russell P. 0. , and Spence & Brown which
are listed in later Hussey price li sts. Also
missing are Metropolitan EITand, Winan's
and all of the other additions in Hu ssey's
third price list.
Winterburn did list the bogus emi ssions:
Hourly, Internation al Express, and Central
P.O.
Winterburn li sts but does not price the
T aylor-m ade item s: Brown (Browne) &
Co., Bowery P. 0. , Bentley' s and Hunt's.
The Bowery and Hunt's are considered to
be bogu s stamps.
S. Allan Taylor didn ' t issue any price
li sts of locals in 1865, nor did he li st any
new U. S. locals in his journal. Hi s move
from Alba ny to Boston, with a summer
stay in New York City, may have kept him
too busy to add to hi s nefarious stock. It
was already becoming obvious to dealers
and collectors that he was the source of
many dubious and dowrnight absurd items
showing up in Europe and America, and
their sales may have decreased considerably. It is not surprising under the circumstances that Taylor started selling hi s "locals" in cheap packets. By the end of the
decade , Taylor's products were reduced to
being so ld as cheap imitations o f real
s tamps to the wary or as s imply cheap
stamps to the unwi se.4 3

THE FINAL YEARS
OF THE 1860S
ussey issued another locals price list
in mid-1866, (Figure 23). This was
hi s last, and the four of them are his only
known price li sts. Hussey ' s stamp deal-
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Figure 23. George Hussey (New York) Price List [mid-1866).
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ing acti vities included the sale of remai nders of the We ll s, Fargo & Co. stamps and
envelopes, genu ine and facsimile Confederates, hi s own private post stamps presumably genu ine but certainly made for
the stamp collector trade, and hi s long li st
of reprints and fabrication s of mostly legitimate private local posts. He sold facsimil es, made for him by Wood , of the
Providence Postmaster Provisionals. He
also sold examples of the New York Postmaster Provisionals, which were once
branded as repri nts made usin g a plate
made for him, but now have major status as
plate proofs made from a genuine sheet of
nine made by the original engravers to
show examples to New York postmaster,
Robert Monis.
He never listed a U.S. government stamp
for sale, or as he called them, "Uncle Samuel's," or the stamps of any foreign country.
He was a very specialized stamp dealer 1
His mid-1866 price list names Robert
Easson as manager. Easson eventually became proprietor of Hussey ' s messenger
service.
Hussey added three new items: Hinkley's, Kidder's, and two envelopes for the
bogus Pacific Stage a nd Express. Th e
Hinkley's and Kidder's were both delivered to Hussey by Wood in September,
1865 .
John W. Kline included a list of carriers
and locals in his 1868 priced catalogue.
The items added to those listed in his 1864
price list included the later Hussey products: Hinkley, Kidder, Spence & Brown,
and the Providence postmaster provisional.
The Boyd's and Pacific Stage envelopes
were also added . One new entry, Carnes,
issued in 1864, was also included.
Kline's listing of indi vidual locals in hi s
1868 price li st is unu sual. Most dealers
had dropped them from their price lists by
1868, usually stating that many locals were
avail able at low price s, or ava ilable in
packets. Kline 's prices for the li sted locals are in general considerably lower than
hi s 1864 prices.

16

Hu ssey 's legacy continued for many
years as hi s products found themselves in
the stocks of more and more stamp dealers
throughout the wo rld . There were many
dealers who simply wrote that they had a
large number of U.S. locals in stock at prices from le each or in packets. By the end
of the 1860s, these packets probably contained a mi x of Hu ssey's and Taylor' s
products.
A few dealers still included a detailed list
of U.S. local s for sale at individual prices.
Two were the firms of Alfred Smith in Bath
(formerly Stafford Smith and Smith) and
Stafford Smith, now in Brighton. By 1866,
and for the rest of the ' 60s, both firm s included nearly every item in the first three
Hussey lists.
Priced catalogues on the European continent were slow in their listing of U.S. locals for sale. Some merely listed them as in
stock and for sale at low prices. An important exception is the priced catalogue of A.
Maury of Pari s for 1868 , (Figure 24) . In
hi s 96-page priced catalogue, Maury lists
over 300 local items in nine pages. He also
includes woodblock illustrations of 41 local
stamps offered for sale .
Thi s important catalogue contains nearly
all the Hussey products and some from
Taylor. Of the T ay lor products , Maury
lists Arthur's City Express (Canada), Bell's
(Canada), Florida Express, Ker's (10 different), Royal Insurance Co. , and "Utahpostage, octogone (effigie)" (Taylor' s Mormon stamp).
Other non-U . S. locals listed are the Philadelphia Central Fair stamp, Franco-American (Gautier), the Providence Postmaster
(Sc only) and some U.S. regular issues.
What remains are 90 U.S. carriers and locals , listed by type and color. Of these 90,
61 are identical to items listed in Hussey's
first three price lists . Four more appeared
in Kline's li st and subsequently in Hussey ' s. Seven more are ones listed only by
Kline .
Four additional items appear to be a
combination of Hu ssey and T aylor prod-
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Figure 24. "Offices particulars," Arthur Maury (Paris) Priced Catalogue 3rd Edition (1868).
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F igure 24. More pages from "Offices Particulars," Arthur Maury
(Paris) Priced Catalogue - 3rd edition (1868).
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ucts. They are Honour' s, Hourly (bogus) ,
Jenkin s ' s and Squire ' s. Only Browne
(Brown) & Co., and Gordon ' s appear to
be exclusively Taylor products.
Thus every Hussey item is included (except for the new ones in Hussey ' s 1866
price list). Only one Kline-listed item is
missing (Westtown).
Many of the twelve item s in Maury,
which are not in Hussey, Kline or Taylor,
are bogu s . The bogu s one s li s ted are :
American E x press (Utica ), Harnden ' s,
Hanley ' s, Money Package-American Express, Robish, Souter and Whittele y's.
Sherwood Springer attributes Whitteley ' s to Taylor. 44 Calvet M. Hahn argues
that Hanley' s and Souter' s are genuine locals.45
The remaining five are Adam ' s Express
(attributed to Baltimore by Maury), City
Letter Express, 8th Avenue P. 0. , M enant,
and Stringer & "Martin". These Maury
listings do not appear to be genuine .
Notwithstanding the mi sspellings and
mis-descriptions, the Maury price list allows one to attach more specific descriptions, especially colors, to the Hussey (and
Kline) products . Clearly Maury had purchased all of Hussey' s products, and every
one of them is listed, replete with descriptions, even illustrations. Specialists should
be able to use this catalogue to help further the ongoing efforts to sort out and identify the locals forgeries.
Maury did not have very many Taylormade items. Does this mean that Taylor' s
products were slow to arrive in Paris ? Or
was M aury wary about listing them ? Since
Maury was not adverse to listing bogus
posts and reprints obtained elsewhere, it is
more probable that he didn ' t have the Taylor items.
The items listed by Taylor in hi s ads and
price list, which are not listed by Maury ,
are: Bowery P. 0., Bentley ' s, Barker's,
Grand Trunk Railway , Hunt' s, Winslow ,
Walker's, 3rd Avenue, Chatham Square,
and Thompson. Maury would certainly
have listed these if he'd had them.

Another 1868 priced catalogue of U .S.
carriers and locals was issued in Europe. J.B. Moen s, the famou s pioneer stamp dealer and publi sher in Bruxelles, Belgium, issued a specialized priced catalogue of U. S.
carriers and locals, listing 368 items, man y
illustrations, and the 186_3 paper (in French)
by James Lesley (Figure 25). 4 6
The illustrations consist of eight (or nine)
plates of U.S. CatTiers and locals taken from
Moens's Illustrations du Manuel du Collectionneur de Timbres-paste, issued in
1862-63. These illustrations , among the
earliest in philatelic hi story , were used as
model s for fabricating forgerie s and fantasies (See endnote 21 ).
Moens's 1868 catalogue includes all the
Hussey, Kline and Taylor items li sted in
their price lists. Other items, not Hussey or
Taylor products, are also included. The catalogue descriptions include colors and design detail s, and refer to the Moens likenesses which are not necessarily illustration s of the actual item s for sale.
In his conditions of sale, Moens states
that he does not guarantee the authenticity
of the item s on sale because most ha ve
been reprinted from new cliches. They are
sold unused and " as is. "

THE FINAL ACTS
s the l 860's ended, Husse y 's products were · widely availabl e in the
philatelic markets of Europe and Ame rica. Taylor, now in Boston, was linked with
the Boston Gang of fakers who, with him ,
continued to produce more pollution into
the next decade.
J. W . Scott returned to New York in
1867 , re-establi shing his stamp dealin g
trade. Within a few years, he contributed
his own deluge of locals fabrication s. B y
the end of the next decade, the compl aints
of collectors about these products wa s
heeded. The efforts by dealers and collectors to stop further pollution and to begin
the identification and condemnation of the
creators and their products had begun.
But the effects of the Hussey and Taylor

A
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Figure 25 . "Timbres d'Offices Americains," J-B Moens (Bruxelles) (1868).

products lingered. Collectors continued to
view with suspicion the who le subj ect of
U.S . carriers and locals. For that reason,
early research was not as extensive as it
might have been. This no doubt led to further obnox ious events in the philateli c history of local and carrier collecting.
The sorting out continues today. The examination, illustration , and discussion of
the Hu ssey and Taylor products in thi s
paper are part of that sorting out. Perhaps
today' s students will be helped by this work
in their own research efforts.
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46. "Timbres d' Office Americains Avec
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WANTED to buy or trade
All local post, carriers and Independent
Mail Company forgeries by Hussey.
Steven M. Roth
1280 Twenty-First Street, NW, Unit #209
Washington, DC 20036
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Figure IA: The Scott forgery.

Figure lB: The genuine 20L2.

TWO BOYD'S FORGERIES

IN THE SCOTT CATALOG
By John D. Bowman

ur ed ito r, Gordon St immell , h as
helped us immensely by publishing
the forgeries that were illustrated as originals in the Scott U.S. Specialized Catalog. 1
The result was that Scott quickly replaced
these illustrations with those that Stimmell
provided. His efforts, aided by others in the
Carriers and Locals Society, wi ll be valuable to collectors and dealers alike. No doubt,
a few more are lurking in the catalog. I
present the two Boyd's forgeries illustrated
in the 1996 Scott U.S. Specialized Catalog.
The forgery that should foo l no one, although neither it nor the original are common , is the illustration used for 20L2 . Scott
designates this illustration as "L52". In fac t,
this is the J.W. Scott forgery , as Patton has
pointed out. 2 An example of this forgery is
shown as Figure IA. Although this has been
in the catal og for a long time, I don't think
many collectors have been fooled because of
its comparatively poor execution. The real
20L2 is seen in Figure lB.

0
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On the other hand , another forgery is illustrated in Scott which is considerably more
decepti ve. This illustration has caused considerable confusion among both collectors
and dealers. I am referring to the illustration
designated "L67(A)", which is used for the
second series of postal stationery, 20LU 12
through 20LU2 l. Covers which are actually
Type B, the so-called second state of the die,
have been misidentified as Type A in exhibits which have garnered awards at nati onal
shows.
The first place to tum after the Scott Catalog, is of course, Patton's book. Donald Patton was not only an astute student of forgeries of U.S. locals, but he also had an unusual
ability to reproduce the consensus of the students who had preceded him or were his contemporaries.
Elliott Perry was probably chief among his
collaborators. Patton illustrates forgery B on
page 96. 3 Figure 2 depicts a similar example
in black on white. Patton ascribes this fo rgery
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Figure 3: Cover with 20LUI2 properly handstamped.

to S. Allan Taylor. It is certainly the origin of
the illustration in Scott for L67(A).
The description in Scott for Type A reads:
"First state of the die. Lines and letters sharp
and clear. Trefoils at sides pointed and
blotchy, middle leaf at right long and thick at
end." For Type B, "Second state. Lines and
letters thick and rough. Lobes of trefoils
rounded and definitely outlined." These descriptions are reasonably accurate. Figure
3 illustrates a cover with 20LUI2 properly
cancelled , with George Sloane' s notes at
upper left. Figure 4 is a cut square of
20LU2 l. Both of these are Type A.
Comparing Types A and B, it is apparent
that they are from completely different dies,
and are not different states of the same die.
This statement should dispel much of the
confusion that has surrounded these envelopes . Rather than indicating them as Types
A and B [L67 (A) and L67 (B)], Scott should
describe them as separate dies , L67 and
L67A.
Gustav Aue illustrated and called attention
to this counterfeit in 1888.4 He attributes the
source of this forgery as a Mr. W.W . Thomas, who also sold other counterfeits of U.S.
locals. Who was this "Mr. Thomas"? None-

Figure 2: Source of the Scott cut.

Figure 4: Type A, 20LU21.
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theless, the forgery that Scott illustrates was
first called into question over a century ago .
Why has this confusion persisted for so
many years? It is not simply a matter of the
wrong illustration in Scott' s catalog . I believe it is also because Patton did not illustrate an original die A of L67. I suspect he
did not have one. However, Elliott Perry did
have one, and illustrated the original in hi s
Pat Paragraphs as illustration "l". 5 Figure 3
suggests that Sloane also was familiar with
the original die A.
The "greats" of U.S. locals knew about the
two dies of the second series of Boyd's envelopes. (In fact, even Taylor knew about
the two dies, as he prepared two forgeries
of this series. ) Now it is time for Scott to inform the rest of us about this and let us quietly review our collections.
Is this the end of the story? Not quite . What
about the note in Scott under 20L29 concerning type L62: "The adhesives of type
L62 were made from the third state of the en-

velope die"? And what about PeITy 's observation that there are not two states of erasure
of the address as Scott states?
There are eve n more clarifications that
could be made in the catalog concerning the
second general di e type of Boyd' s, which
might be called the framed eagles, that preceded the Mercury issues.
But these are stories for another day .. .

ENDNOTES
1

Stimme ll , Gordo n: Overdue in the Scott
U.S. Catalogue. The Penny Post, Vol. 4, No.
3, Jul y 1994.
2
Patton, Donald. The Pri vate Local Posts
of the Unit ed States, Vo lum e 1, Robson
Lowe, London, 1967 , P. 62.
3
Ibid, p. 96-97.
4
Aue, Gustav: Boyd's City Di spatch . The
Youth 's Ledger, Vol. 2., Feb., 1888 , p. 5.
5
PeITy, Elliott: Pat Paragraphs, re printed
by the Bureau Issues Association , p. 376.

TWO BOYD'S VARIETIES:
EAGLE ON GLOBE SERIES
By John D. Bowman
igurel illustrates Scott numbe;r 20L 18a,
the " 1 CENTS" variety. It also occurs on
20L 17. Although this is not a common variety, I have examined a number of copies
and was surprised to discover an interesting
cancellation procedure. Every used copy ,
except one, that I have seen caITies the blue
oval PAID handstamp . I have never seen
the blue oval PAID on another stamp, only
the " 1 CENTS" variety .
The more common " 1 CENT" 20L 17 and
20L 18 is cancelled with a black oval PAID.
Therefore, it seems that the proprietors knew
about the " I CENTS" variety, and cancelled
it in a different color. But why? Could this be

F
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Figure 1
(20L18a).
a circular or other special rate ? I doubt it;
why not just print a whole sheet if a one cent
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Figure 2: 20L17c used on piece.

Figure 2
(20L17c)
mint single

stamp was needed? Input from other collectors would be appreciated.
Figure 2 illustrates 20Ll7c, the " l " inverted variety. It is easy to see that the figure
"one" is upside down in the cliche for this
stamp. It is illustrated in both unused and
used condition.
These stamps demonstrate how the two
cent plates were hurriedly altered for a rate
change to one cent. One of the fascinations
of our local stamps is the great variety of
production methods and quality of printing.
Much research remains for us in the 1990s.
We have the benefits of rapid communication, more and better publications, more affluence, and the research of those who have
gone before us.

Rates are $100 per page for each insertion.

BACK ISSUES
Annual sets (4 journals per year) are $25.
Requests may be sent to Martin Richardson, Back Issues Chairman.
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Original 11L2

Original llLl

Original l 1L3

Original 11L4

BERFORD & CO. EXPRESS:
GENUINE AND FORGERIES
By Larry Lyons
The following is part of a work in progress by the author, consisting of a comprehensive reference textbook - an analysis of all locals, forgeries and bogus posts.

B

erford & Co. ' s Express was organized
by Richard G. Berford and Loring L.
Lombard at No. 2 Vesey Street, Astor House
in New York City in 1851 and operated there
until 1854. Later the concern continued the
express business at 170-172 Brm1dway until
1859. They carried letters, newspapers and
packages by steamer to South American
ports and up to California and other North
American port cities. One of the major forgery types is attributed to J.J. Casey who
was acting editor of the American Journal of
Philately, which was owned by Scott.

ORIGINALS
The originals occur"in fo ur values, 3, 6, 10
and 25 cents, and are finely lithographed
26

with extremely sharp and clear lettering. The
paper is thin, soft, porous wire wove paper
with thin brown gum .

3 CENT ORIGINAL (llLl)
Color: Black on off-white paper.
1. Extremely uniform pointed outer gears.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" does not touch
the "C" in "CALIFORNIA" .
3. Outer curve of "3" is broken at upper left
between the 9th and 10th line of shading.
4. Top left serif of "N" in "N.Y ." separated.
5. The top left serif of the "F" in "BERFORD" is separated.
6. Tiny break in the top loop of the 1st "S"
in "EXPRESS".
7. There is no flaw in the crossbar of the "A"
at the end of "CALIFORNIA".
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6 CENT ORIGINAL (11 L2)
Color: Green on off-white paper.
1. Extremely uniform pointed outer gears.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" touches the "C"
in "CALIFORNIA".
3. The outer curve of the "6" is broken
above "L" in "CALIFORNIA" between the
9th and 10th lines of shading above the "L".
4. Break in center bar of the "N" in "N.Y. "
5. The "S" in "COS" has clear sharp serifs.
6. There is a break in the bottom loops of the
first "S" of"EXPRESS".

10 CENT ORIGINAL (11L3)
Color: Violet on off-white paper.
1. There are extremely uniform, widely
spaced, long pointed gears.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" does not touch
the "C" in "CALIFORNIA".
3. There is a break in the top outline of the
" 1" which looks like a small open box.

FORGERY A
(By Casey, a Scott employee)
These are photo-engraved from originals, on
thin wove porous paper with clear gum.

4. There is a very minute break in the bottom of the "D" in "BERFORD" .
5. Break in top of 2nd "S" of"EXPRESS".
6. There is a break in the bottom of the "U"
of "HOUSE".
7. The "X" of"EXPRESS" has no flaw s.
8. There may be tiny flaws between the
outer ovals.

25 CENT ORIGINAL (11L4)
Color: Red on off-white paper.
1. There are unif01mly spaced outer gears.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" does not touch
the "C" in "CALIFORNIA".
3. Break in the top of the "O" in "ASTOR".
4. Break in top curve of "S" in "ASTOR".
5. Break in top of the "R" of "EXPRESS".
6. Bottom front foot of the "R" in "BERFORD" connects to bottom serif of "F".
7. There is a break at the bottom left serif of
the "H" in "HOUSE".

at the end of "CALIFORNIA" that is not
present in the original.
8. A dark flaw in the "D"of"BERFORD".

6 CENT FORGERY A (CASEY)
3 CENT FORGERY A (CASEY)
Color: Black on off-white.
1. There are 4 blunted gears at the top.
2. "B" in "BERFORD" just touches the "C"
in "CALIFORNIA" and the bottom serif of
the "B" is severed.
3. The outer curve of the "3" is broken at the
upper left between the 5th and 6th line of
shading. There is a flaw outside the 8th line
of shading.
4. The top left serif of the "N" of "N.Y." is
separated, matching the original.
5. The top left serif of the "F" in "BERFORD" is not separated.
6. There is a tiny break in top loop of the I st
"S" in "EXPRESS" matching the original.
7. There is a flaw in the crossbar of the "A"

Colors: Lime green on off-white
or manila paper.
1. There are extremely uniform outer gears.
Sometimes there is a white flaw above "C"
of"COS" or below second period in "N.Y."
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" touches the "C"
in "CALIFORNIA" matching the original.
3. The outer curve of the "6" is broken above
the "L" in "CALIFORNIA" between the 9th
and I 0th lines of shading above the "L"
matching the original.
4. There is an indentation on both sides of
the center bar of "N" in "N.Y." but no break.
5. "S" in "COS" is blurred and has flaws.
6. There is a break in the bottom loop of
first "S" of "EXPRESS"matching original.
7. There are I or 2 dark flaws between the
"O" and the "U" of"HOUSE".
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Forgery A

Forgery A

Forgery A

Forgery A

8. The top serif of the second "E" of "EXPRESS" is separated.
9. There are 2 dark flaws on the upper left
arm of the "X" in "EXPRESS".

8. The "F" in "BERFORD" has flaw s that
touch the " l " and the "O".

25 CENT FORGERY A (CASEY)
Colors: Light orange of off-white; dull red
on off-white; red on off-white.

10 CENT FORGERY A (CASEY)
Colors: Brownish purple on off-white or
brown on off-white paper.
1. There are extremely uniform , widely
spaced, long, pointed gears.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" just touches the
"C" in "CALIFORNIA".
3. There is no break in top outline of" l ".
4. There is no break in the bottom of the
"D" in "BERFORD".
5. There is a break in the top of the second
"S" of "EXPRESS" matching the original.
6. Break in bottom of the "U" of "HOUSE"
matches the original.
7. There is a break in the right upper arm of
the "X" in "EXPRESS".
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1. There are uniformly spaced outer gears.
2. "B" in "BERFORD" does not touch "C"
in "CALIFORNIA", matching the original.
3. There is a break in the top of the "O" in
"ASTOR" matching the original, but there is
also a white flaw on the left side.
4. There is a break in the top curve of the "S"
in "ASTOR" matching the original.
5. There is a break in the top of the "R" of
"EXPRESS" matching the original.
6. There is a white flaw and a dark flaw on
the front foot of the "R" in "BERFORD".
7. There is no break in the bottom left serif
of the "H" in "HOUSE". There is a flaw connecting the "H" to the "O".
8. The "E" and the first "S" of"EXPRESS"
are joined.
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Forgery B

FORGERYB
(By S. Allan Taylor)
This only occurs in 3 cents value.

3 CENT FORGERY B (TAYLOR)
Colors: Black on off-white; red on offwhite; pink on vanilla; red on blue colored
through; black on yellow colored through;
green on white, red on white, dull red on
white, green on amber; black on amber;
pink on amber.
1. Outer gears are not sharp and uniform.
2. "B" in "BERFORD" does not touch "C"
in "CALIFORNIA", matching the original.
3. No breaks in the outer curve of the "3" .

FORGERYC
(By J.W. Scott)
These were photo-engraved and printed in 2
cliches for each value. The paper is thick
porous, thin porous or stiff paper with some
having brown gum.

3 CENT FORGERY C (SCOTT)
Color: Black on off-white paper.
1. The outer gear wheel is thicker with blunted gear spikes.
2. There are two reduced size gears under
the left leg of the "R" in "ASTOR".

Forgery Bl

4. Top left serif of the "N" in "N.Y." is not
separated.
5. The top left serif of the "F" in "BERFORD" is not separated.
6. There is no break in the top loop of the Ist
"S" in "EXPRESS".
7. The "S" in "COS" has pointed serifs up
and down .
8. The aims of the ampersand are extremely
long and horseshoe shaped.

3 CENTFORGERYB-1 (TAYLOR)
1. The characteristics 1-8 of 3 cent Forgery
A are repeated exactly.
2. There is a black dot in the loop of the
"R" of "EXPRESS".

3. The ampersand has longer, straighter right
arms than the original.
4. The lettering is thicker and bolder.
5. The "S" in "COS" has a long spiked upper
serif and shape of the "S" is sharply angled.
6. The upper arms of the "U" in "HOUSE"
are connected.
7. "R" in "ASTOR" has a short front leg.
8. There is a flaw on the "B" in "BERFORD " that nearly tou c he s the " C" in
"CALIFORNIA".
9. The upper comer of the first "S" in "EXPRESS" is very square.
10. No break in the outline curve of the "3".
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Forgery C

Forgery C

Forgery C

Forgery C

6 CENT FORGERY C (SCOTT)
Color: Black on off-white; lime green on
amber; green on amber.
1. The gears are bold with mostly blunt ends.
There are parts of an oval line outside the
gear points. (Not a constant flaw).
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" touches the "C"
in "CALIFORNIA". There are dark flaws
to the left of the "B".
3. The outer curve of the "6" has no breaks.
4. There is no break in the center bar of the
"N" of "N.Y.". There are flaw lines around
the letters "N.Y."
5. The top of the "S" in "COS" does not extend as far as the central curve of the "S".
6. No break in the "S" of "EXPRESS" . All
of the lettering is taller than the original.
7. An extra outer oval line connects the "S"
of "EXPRESS" and the period after "N.Y.".

10 CENT FORGERY C (SCOTT)
Color: Lilac or violet on off-white.
1. The gears are closer together and are not
as thin as the original.
2. The "B" in "BERFORD" touches the "C"
in "CALIFORNIA" .
3. No break in the top outline of the " I".
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4. No break in bottom of "D" in "BERFORD".
5. No break in top of 2nd "S" of "EXPRESS".
6. No break in "U" of"HOUSE".
7. The ampersand has a heavy hoof on the
upper arm and a dark flaw over the arm.
8. Flaws connect the "HOU" of "HOUSE"
and, also, before the "H".
9. A constant white flaw in 2nd "A" of
"CALIFORNIA" creates two top openings.
IO. White scratch through "X" of "EXPRESS" into the outer gears. (Not a constant flaw) .

25 CENT FORGERY C (SCOTT)
Color: Orange on off-white paper.
1. The gears are closer together and are not
as thin as the original and many are blunt.
2. "B" in "BERFORD" touches the "C" in
"CALIFORNIA".
3. No break in top of "O" in "ASTOR".
4. No break in top curve of "S" in "ASTOR".
5. No break in top of"R" of "EXPRESS" .
6. "F" in "BERFORD" touches "2".
7. Uprights of "H" in "HOUSE" are linked.
8. A large dark flaw co nnect s "U" of
"HOUSE" to the oval frame. (Not a constant
flaw).
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Figurel. The Sloane copy

Figure 2. The Perry copy

A BOUTON FOLLOWUP
By Gordon Stimmell

0

ther examples of th e rare unli sted
green Bouton's stamp have surfaced
since my article in the Penny Post in April.
Tom Mazza reports a green example in the
George Sloane holding (Figure 1) with the
following notation by Sloane: " l am not impressed with the cancellation , but there is a
chance this might be an unlisted original.
Design is original. Only copy I have seen -so even if a reprint it must be very rare."
Richard Schwartz submits an example
(Figure 2) from the Elliott Perry holding
with a note : " Voila the
green faced Bouton. Our
thought that it might be a
trial run with the red
PAID struck for realism
deserves serious thought
and more research. "
David Beech of the British Library points out that Fig. 3a. Black
yet another green Bouton 's exists in the Tapiing collection, a resplendent hoard of locals that remains as pristine as it was when it
was bequeathed in the 1890s. We have tried
to obtain a photograph but the British postal
strike has interceded. When I first examined
it a couple of years ago , I dismissed it at a
glance as an unrecorded reprint. What ' s that
about haste and repenting at leisure?
That brings the known examples to five, in-

eluding mine, and the German Sale copy,
whose whereabouts remains unknown .
The consensus is the green Bouton may have
been trial or specimens, as the green glazed
was a popular locals color among city posts of
1848, but did not show a handstamp well.
Such a scenario is not as far-fetched as it
might seem. Robson Lowe in a letter of July
4, 1969 "Thoughts on Swart' s" mentions
the successor post, Swart's, with an engraved
Washington stamp cancelled PAID in blue.
(Fig. 3a and b) "I share Elliott ' s view that
this was printed from the
original die .. . although
the PAID is of a type not
known on covers I do not
believe it to be forged but
probably made for advance SPECIMEN examples of the new design,
Fig.3b. Red
perhaps distributed to
Swart's larger customers. The application
and size of this cancellation does not conceal
the design of the stamp in the way the regular
cancellations obliterate."
Admittedly, several years had elapsed, with
changes in owners between Bouton 's Zachary Taylor and Swa11's Washington stamp.
But the theory of a specimen stamp would fit
the 1848 period and help account for the rarity of the unlisted green Bouton 's stamps .
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REVENUE ST AMPS
of the

UNITED STATES
Scott-Listed Revenues
Taxpaid Revenues
State Revenues
Possessions Revenues
Revenue Proofs & Essays
Telegraph Stamps
Local Post Stamps
Literature Pertaining to Revenue,
Telegraph and Local Post Stamps of the World

I maintain the finest
stock in the country

Write or call for my current pricelist or
send your want-list for custom
approvals tailored to your needs

Eric Jackson
Phone: 610-926-6200 Fax: 610-926-0120
E-mail: ejackson@epix.net
P.O. Box 728, Leesport, PA 19533-0728
member ARA
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ASDA

APS
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Byron J. Sanclfield
Major Buyer & Seller of
Carriers & Locals
For Advanced & Beginning Collectors

S. H• ..:o r. So.us'ei I. \io..sb'D

PARK 16440 North Central Expressway

CITlf.S
STAMPS

Suite 316

Dallas, Texas 75206
Phone: 214/361-4322

Member - ASDA, APS, TSDA, ARA
The Carriers & Locals Society

If you are a dedicated collector of
classic United States stamps, covers,
or fancy cancels, we can help you
build an award winning collection.

Ventura
StampCo.

Quality U.S. Stamps, Covers & Fancy Cancels
Post Office Box 508, Brielle, New Jersey 08730
(908) 528-7178 Fax (908) 223-2810

