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President's Report 
By 

John D. Bowman 

The Society's 81
h auction was a resounding success, hammering at around 

$16,000 and bringing 20% of that back to the Society. Out of 176 lots consigned, 
150 were sold. We thank both the consignors and bidders and hope that all were 
happy with their results. Keep those consignments and bids coming! 

There was not a lot of interest in the 16 lots of carriers, although a 6LB3 tied 
to piece and ex-Caspary sold for $450. A 5Ll trial color plate proof pane of 20 in 
orange red on stiff buff bond made in 1933 sold for $ 115, a surprising price for only 
part of a sheet of a twentieth-century reprinting, yet a rare paper type. A l 5L4 used 
Blood with creases went for $500 (CV $400) . A l 5Ll O unused with margins in at 
left went for $300 (CV $350) . A Blood Kochersberger trial co lor die proof in green 
so ld for $150. A nice 15LU6A cover was bought for $300 (CV $350). A 23Ll 
Brady ' s with margins just in at bottom and thin spots went for a bargain price of 
$160 (CV $650) . The 24Ll Brainard & Co. with faint stain and thinning brought 
$600, seemingly another bargain for someone (CV $1000). 

A set of five Brown's City Post (31Ll -L5) in mixed condition sold for $850 
against a CV of $1000, whi le a 31 Ll XF unused fetched $325 (CV $200). With a 
start price of on ly $220, a 31 LS Brown ' s on cover damaged at right with a tear in the 
stamp sold for $925 (CV $800). The Brown ' s stamps were issued late (1876) and are 
philatelic in nature, yet are scarce and obviously a co llectible item right now. In fact, 
a supposed Taylor forgery of Brown's City Post, the Three Limps to the Post Office 
Parody, brought an unprecedented $560 for the red on light green variety! 

A very presentable 38Ll Chicago Penny Post with slightly touched margin 
at right, pen cancel and two tears was sold for $625 (CV $800). Another bargain was 
had for the l 52Ll Faunce ' s Penny Post for $175 (CV $225) , which was a gem copy 
but signed J. A. Fox. 

The 70Ll scarce Gahagan & Howe City Express sold for $475 against a 
catalog of $400, and an unused 70L3 went for $50 versus a CV of $40. A 75L2 
Hale ' s cut to shape tied on cover brought $800 (CV $1000). Hussey sheets and 
stamps so ld well as usual. A VF Price's 129L2 sold for $325 with CV of $250. The 
rare tete-beche pair ofTeese's 137Lla so ld for $120 (CV $100) . 

A scarce " repri nt" sheet of Westervelt's in black on green glazed with three 
images of the Grant design and one of the eagle sold for $95 although it had the 
usual tears from stiff gum and age. 

Almost a ll of the reference material, inc luding an old map, a number of 
books and pamphlets, and auction cata logs sold for much higher realizations than the 
consignors' minimum bids. 

Our auctions are now sell ing $300-plus items very well. Please help us 
continue to develop our high quality auctions by consigning items from $10 to 
$1000 or higher. 

We wi ll hold our next Annua l Meeting at Washington 2006, but as of this 
writing I have not been informed of what day we wi ll meet there. In the future, we 
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will try to hold all of our Annual Meetings in conjunction with the US Philatelic 
Classics Society. 

We also hope in the near future to offer additional CD 's for sale. If you have 
a collection of significance that you would be able to scan and give to the Society 
for sale, please do so . We do not have funds to offer you, but our CD's have sold 
well and provide additional funds to the Society, helping us keep our dues less than 
the cost of the journals. I call your attention to the successful exhibit photocopy 
program of the USPCS and suggest we do something similar with CD 's. 

Thanks to the efforts of Gordon Stimmell and Bob Robie, the 2006 Scott US 
Specialized Catalogue should contain color images of nearly all carrier and local 
stamps. The C&LS purchased the rights to Bob Robie ' s album pages, and although 
these pages have not been prepared for sale yet, we have many images . I sent them 
to the catalog people. 
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UFO in Philately? 
By 

Carl Kane 

For many people UFO means unidentified flying object, and others hold that 
it means utterly foolish opinion, but here in the philatelic world there is another 
possibility. 

Just recently an unidentified disc landed on my desk. It has a Fulton ST, 
N.Y. address on it. That makes it an unidentified Fulton object, UFO. 

This label is printed in red on orange paper like the orange manilla paper 
used on 19th century envelopes and is die-cut. The inscription around the center 
design is S.A.BROWN. 28 & 30 FULTON ST. N.Y. The center design is a 
handsome monogram with the letters SAB. 

Certain other local stamps come in this same shape, for example those of the 
H&B Penny Post and the Faunce Post. Boyd's loca l envelope stamp carries the 
address 39 FULTON ST. This UFO has the look and feel of a 19th century local 
stamp. 

So now we have a philatelic UFO. Who was S. A. Brown? What was he 
doing at the Fulton St. address? When? Why was the stamp die-cut? Has this 
design appeared on envelopes or other stationery pieces? 

Did S. A. Brown have an association with his neighbor, John T. Boyd, at 39 
Fulton St. ? 

One last fling. Do the initials stand for Samuel Allan? 
Do you now believe there is a philatelic UFO? 

S. A. Brown. A philatelic UFO. 
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Whatever Happened to Dupuy & Schenck? 
By 

Eric Karell 

·/«£ ~-7* 
/ /t":,,~ ~L-,/L. 

. ~-

Figure 1. Partial letter sheet bearing both the Dupuy & Schenck 
adhesive and the Franklin's City Despatch Post handstamp with 

Franklin's name removed. September 9, 1847. 

The above is one of the three known examples of covers bearing both the 
Dupuy & Schenck adhesive and the Franklin ' s City Despatch Post handstamp with 
Franklin ' s name removed . This particular example was last sold at the Hall sale and 
has since been restored to its larger original size. The Dupuy & Schenck adhesive 
has been reaffixed approximately in the original location as verified by the German 
sale, lot 808. Along with the "name-removed" handstamp it has a partial straight
line "PAID" marking (no " D") applied to the adhesive with a matching strike on the 
cover. On the reverse is docketing dated September 9, 1847. 

Researching the name-removed covers bearing Dupuy and Schenck 
adhesives , I found about as many explanations for this combination as there are 
examples. The Hall sa le cata log described them as having been stamped for 
delivery by Dupuy & Schenck but being subsequent ly delivered by Bouton ' s; Cal 
Hahn suggested that they represented the acquisition of Dupuy & Schenck by 
Swarts, 1 and the example in the Middendorf sa le was described as not having 
originated. As for the ASCC, it lists the name- removed handstamp as belonging to 
Dupuy and Schenck. 

1 Cal vet M. Hahn, "Beginnings of Adhes ive Postage," Th e Penny Post , Vo l. IO No. 2 (Apri l 
2002): 45. 
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As it turns out, the first of these explanations is probably nearest the truth , 
but to explain why requires a digression into the origins of Bouton 's City Dispatch 
Post. But first we'll look at the known examples of the name-removed handstamp. 
I've listed these in Table I below. 

Table 1. Examples of the Franklin City Despatch handstamp with 
'Franklin's" name removed. 

Date To Comments Reference 
09/09/47 B.H. Adhesive with "PAI" s/1 Siegel, Hall sale Lot 

Tallmadge cancel 607; ex Ge1111an sale 
Lot 808 

09/17/47 Hon. Luther Adhesive removed Penny Post Vol. I 0 
Bradish subsequent to Middendorf No.2 page 44; 

sale Middendorf lot 542; ex 
Caspary 

09/25/47 Hon. Luther Adhesive uncancelled, Siegel, (Schwa1iz), 
Bradish affixed with red wax seal, June 27-29, 2000, Lot 

sent from 11 Pine Street. 1734; ex Boker, Lilly, 
Schwatiz 

The important thing to note is that all of these date to the last weeks of 
September 184 7. And while other Dupuy and Schenck adhesives are found on "to 
the mails" covers in September, we have no evidence of a handstamp bearing the 
name Dupuy and Schenck being used after September 1, 184 7 .2 This latest 
published usage is illustrated in Figure 2 below. 

Figure 2. Dupuy & Schenck cover with printed date September 1, 1847. 
Siegel sale #825, lot 1735. Harmer November 18, 1969, Lot 978. 

2 Ibid . 
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The date sequence and the adhesive are not the only things linking this l 
September Dupuy and Schenck cover with the subsequent name-removed covers. 
As it turns out, the partial straight-line "PAI" marking in Figure 1 appears to have 
been made by the same "PAID" handstamp used on the Dupuy and Schenck cover in 
Figure 2. The two markings are compared in Figure 3 below. It is interesting to 
note that the marking is not used again on any of the covers bearing adhesives, 
presumably because it was considered too damaged to be useful. 

Figure 3. Comparison of partial "P Al" strike with the Dupuy and 
Schenck marking of September 1, 1847. 

This evidence indicates that during the first week of September 184 7 the 
Dupuy and Schenck operation was sold to, or merged with, another operation such 
that it was no longer appropriate to use Dupuy and Schenck' s name in the postmark. 
However, operations continued at that office, and a provisional handstamp was 
prepared from one ready at hand. As to the identity of the outfit that acquired 
Dupuy and Schenck, the most likely candidate would be whatever operation owned 
the Franklin ' s City Despatch Post handstamp at the time- namely Bouton ' s 
Manhattan City Express. 

Bouton acquired Barr 's Manhattan Express in April 1847 and prepared an 
oval handstamp with the name Bouton's Manhattan Express that same month. He 
then acquired Franklin 's City Despatch Post in May of 1847, and continued to use 
Franklin ' s adhesives with Bouton 's ms surcharge. No c01Tesponding change was 
made to Franklin 's handstamp at that time. 3 It appears that Franklin's operation was 
merged into the existing Bouton's Manhattan Express. Figure 4 below provides 
evidence of this operational arrangement. 

3 Ibid. , p. 43. 
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Figure 4. Franklin's City Despatch adhesive surcharged "Bouton" tied 
to cover with Bouton's Manhattan Express handstamp, no date. 

Christie's Robson Lowe sale of March 9-10, 1992, lot 2033.4 ca. May -
September 2, 1847. 

It seems that in September of 1847 a consolidation of all of Bouton's 
operations took place - perhaps cata lyzed by the acqu isit ion of, or merger with , 
Dupuy and Schenck. After thi s we see no compelling evidence that Dupuy and 
Schenck, Bouton's Manh attan Express or Franklin 's City Despatch existed as 
separate entiti es. The last appearance of a tied Dupuy and Schenck adhesive is on a 
"to the mails" cover dated 18 September.5 (See Editor's Note.) 

The Franklin 's adhesive surch arged "Bouton 's" is last known on a pi ece 
bearing a NYC eds dated 2 September.6 The Bouton 's Manhattan Express 
handstamp is not known used after September 1, 184 7 .7 And while it is true that a 
Bouton 's Manhattan Express adhesive ( l 7Ll) ex ists on a March 1848 cover, I 
consider thi s usage to be di fficult to reconcile with the above infomrntion. 8 

Editor's Note: Two untied examples dated Sept. 19 and Nov. 8 exist. 

4 It should be noted that Hahn questioned the authenticity of the handstamp type (without 
lozenge) used on this cover. See Hahn, "John Bouton's Posts - Their History and 
Handstamps," The Chronicle, Vo l. 25 No. 2 (May 1973): 7 1-72. The case really rests on 
one single dubious cover dated Jul y 1848. In my view there is not enough evidence to 
condemn all of them, at least until the 1848 cover is ava il able for study. 

5 Hahn, "Beginn ings of Adhesive Postage" . The cover is ex Malcolm . I di sagree with 
Hahn that the Jan 20' 11 eds example he cites implies a 1848 usage; rather it fits more 
c lose ly with an 1847 usage, particularly as the EKU of the handstamps is February 184 7 
and there are no intervening examples between September and Jan uary. 

6 Calvet M. Hahn , "The Manhattan Express Local", Collectors Club Philatelist, Vo l. 65 No. 
I (Jan-Feb 1986) : 19. This example was in the Go lden sa le. 

7 Hahn , "John Bouton ' s Posts - Their History and Handstamps," p. 71 . 
8 The example was so ld in the R. A. Siegel 2000 Rarit ies sa le. 

THE PENNY POST I Vo l. 13 No. 3 I July 2005 
8 



Replacing all the above (Dupuy & Schenck, Franklin's and Bouton's 
Manhattan Express) we see the Bouton's C ity Dispatch Post ova l handstamp, the 
earli est published usage of which is 8 September 1847; Figure 5 below. And, if the 
l 8Ll on cover front in the Caspary sale with an 18 September eds can be interpreted 
as 1847, we have the first use ofBouton ' s new adhesives. 9 

Figure 5. Earliest published usage of the Bouton's City Dispatch Post 
oval handstamp, 8 September 1847. Siegel sale of May 25, 1986, 

lot 1367. 10 

Conclusion 
To tie this together I' ll specul ate a little . . .. .In the middle of 1847 Bouton has 

successfully merged the Manhattan Express and Franklin's post. His competition is 
Boyd's and to some extent the Post Office City Despatch, both of which deliver into 
hi s area but may not have the loca l co ll ecti on faci liti es to be fully competitive 
there. 11 But Bouton has the identical problem with the downtown area. However, 
there are a lot of operations based downtown that were marg inal - based on the 
scarcity of their material today. Perhaps one of them wou ld be interested in a 
merger or sa le? Dupuy and Schenck was chosen and my assumption is that their 
office at Wall, or C liff Street rema ined open at least throughout September and 
continued to receive and process letters coll ected there. We know that one of the 
examples in Table 1 originated at nearby 11 Pine Street. At any event it was fe lt 
that the downtown office needed a new handstamp to identify letters posted there. 
Being a thrifty man, Bouton sent the modifi ed Franklin 's hands tamp downtown 

9 Hahn provides reasons for dating the October cover to 1847 in "John Bouton 's Posts -
Their History and Handstamps," pages 72-73. The September example is dated so lely on 
the pencil annotations on the front and warrants further confirmation . 

10 Whether the ad hes ive ori ginated is doubtful -in Schwartz 's copy of the sa le catalogue was 
hi s notation that the adhesive didn ' t belong. 

11 Henry E. Abt, "Boyd ' s City Express Post Chapter II[," The Collector 's Club Philatelist , 
Vol. XXIX No. I : 16, 24. 
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where it was used until no longer needed - either because that office closed, handling 
procedures changed, or a duplicate of the Bouton's City Dispatch oval was prepared. 
Outstanding Dupuy and Schenck adhesives continued to be honored, or perhaps 
existing stocks continued to be sold until replaced by Bouton ' s own adhesives. 
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California Penny Post Co. 
By 

Larry Lyons 

This research article will have a complete analysis of the stamps, covers and 
envelopes of the California Penny Post Co. The line items in The Scott Specialized 
Catalogue of 2005 for the California Penny Post are virtually the same as can be 
found in all Scott Catalogues back to 1988. My research will show the many 
omissions in this section and try and correct the fallacies. I will point out the various 
printing errors on the envelopes and by analyzing the printed notations on the 
envelopes attempt to explain the previously unexplained use of multiple U.S. regular 
issue stamps on some covers. I will also postulate on other unexplained anomalies. 
A census of several of the various envelopes will be presented as well as a census of 
the stamps found on cover. The different style envelopes will be presented and their 
time of usage will be explored. It is important to the understanding of the full 
operation of this remarkable company to know it's hi story, local circumstances and 
modus operandi. This business was a sort of early special deli very or special 
handling of prepaid mail to and from the U.S. Post Offices. 1 

The History 
The California Penny Post Company was incorporated June 25, 1855 by J. 

P. Goodwin. All further references indicate that Henry L. Goodwin was the agent, 
superintendent and General Manager of the company which was headquartered in 

San Francisco .2 There are many references , advertisements, and even letters 
addressed to H . L. Goodwin which support him as being in charge of the California 
Penny Post Company. 

The California Penny Post Company commenced operations as a city 
delivery post. The firm delivered letters deposited with them to the government post 
office in time for the outgoing mails. When incoming mails arrived, the company 
distributed throughout the cities where it had offices those letters addressed to it 's 

3 
care. 

The California Penny Post Company announced in the Herald the opening 
of an office in Marysville on June 28, 1855. That ad read as follows: "Letters placed 
in any of their mail boxes throughout the city, will be delivered in San Francisco to 
the parties to whom directed immediately upon the arrival of the mail, the entire 
charge being 8 cents". The breakdown of the initial 8 cents charge was 3 cents for 
the U.S. postage, and 5 cents for delivering a letter from the U.S. Post Office. 

The Penny Post Business 
The initial advertisement of the Penny Post Company (June 26, 1855) stated 

that they were in business to transmit letters, papers and other m atter that could be 
mailed, including daguerreotypes and small parcels between San Franci sco, 

1 Private Printed franks on U.S . Government envelopes, Austin P. Haller, page 70. 
2 The Philatelic Gazette of June 1917. 
3 Western Expresses, October 1990, Robert 0. Livingston, page 33. 

THE PENNY POST I Vol. 13 No. 3 I July 2005 
lJ 



Sacramento, and Marysville and between San Francisco and Stockton, at the rates of 
five cents if prepaid, and ten cents if not prepaid, for each single letter weighing not 
more than half an ounce. They advertised that "Letters for San Francisco, Stockton 
or Marysville enclosed in the envelopes of the Penny Post Co. and deposited in any 
post office including the one at Sacramento wil l be delivered promptly on the an-iva l 
of the mails . Letters for Sacramento if wanted before 9 o'clock shou ld not be 
deposited in the post office, but wi ll be transmitted from our office outside the 
mails." This initial advertisement was illegally avoiding the government post office. 

The Penny Post Company stated that "By authority of the agent of the Post 
Office Department, the Penny Post Company has a box on board the Sacramento 
and Stockton boats. Letters deposited in those boxes up to the time of departure wi ll 
be delivered at the earliest business hours." 

The Penny Post Company commenced city delivery from their offices at 
6:30 a.m. They commenced additiona l deliveries at 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. They 
received letters at their boxes until a half hour before they departed to make 
deliveries. 

The Offices 
The initi a l operations of the Penny Post were confined to four cities as 

indicated on the envelopes themselves with offices located as follows: 

Citv Office of The Pennv Post 
San Francisco 135 Cali fornia Street, One door below Montgomery 
Sacramento Next to the Post Office 
Stockton At the Post Office building 
Marysville at Messrs. Force & Co. 

The Postal Laws 
I. Act of 1845. This act prohibited private expresses from carrying matter that 

cou ld be mailed, over roads that had been designated as postal routes. 
2. Act of August 31 , 1852. With this act Congress nullified the Act of 1845. 

The Postmaster General admitted awareness that the illegal conveyance by 
expresses was common and now legitimized the practice as long as such 
mail was in stamped envelopes. In effect this legalized California's already 
common practice, but also required the expresses to carry only prepaid mail. 

3. Act of March 31, 1855. Effective April 1, 1855 all domestic mail must be 
prepaid with affixed postage stamps or be placed in stamped envelopes after 
January I, 1856.4 

4 . Act of January I , 1856. Unstamped letters were expressly forbidden from 
this date onward. 

The provisions of 1855 and 1856 incensed the California express companies 
because the postal system in California was operating ineffectually and the express 
companies were delivering most of the mail. They objected to the use of 
government enve lopes especia ll y on mail handled exc lusive ly by an express 

4 Letters of Gold, Jesse L. Coburn, U.S.P.C.S. & PF, 1984, page 56. 
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company. They objected to a required 10¢ rate for distances over 3000 miles when 
an express company could deliver to the ship and have the mail picked up by express 
at the destination . The expresses considered this regulation to be an illegal tax 
especially since the U.S. mail service within California was of doubtful use. 

The Postmaster Objects 
Almost immediately the California Penny Post Company felt the wrath of 

the U.S. Post Office. On July 4, 1855, Mr. Charles L. Weller, the postmaster at San 
Francisco met with Henry L. Goodwin to voice his objections to the operations of 
the California Penny Post Company. The complaint by the Post Office was based 
on the Act of August 31 , 1852. The earlier Act of 1845 prohibited private expresses 
from carrying matter that could be mailed, over roads that had been designated as 
postal routes. In California the Act of 1845 was ignored. The Act of August 31 , 
1852 was drafted by the Postmaster General to legitimize the illegal conveyance of 
mail by express companies "as long as such mail was in stamped envelopes" . The 
rnle in effect required the expresses to carry only prepaid mail and the postmaster at 
San Francisco was intent on enforcing this law. Mail was not to be carried between 
cities by express; only the government post office was to be used. The U.S. Postage 
rate between the cities in California was three cents. All subsequent letters handled 
by the California Penny Post Company are predominately seen with three cents U.S. 
postage. 

The Act of March 31, 1855, effective April 1, 1855 mandated that all 
domestic mail must be prepaid with affixed postage stamps. 

After more initial problems with the San Francisco post office, the Herald 
reported on July 28, 1855 that "The Penny Post now has adopted a new sort of 
envelope which answers every purpose and makes the system work like a charm." 
No one previously has ever indicated the various types of Penny Post envelopes by 
color. The types of envelopes created were as follows: 

The Early Penny Post Envelopes 
Scott# Value lndicia Envelope 
34LU1 Paid 2 To the Post Office Care of the Penny Post white 
34LU3 Paid 5 From the Post Office Care of the Penny Post buff 
unlisted Paid 5 City Delivery Care of the Penny Post yellow 
34LU4 Paid 7 To and from the Post Office Care of the Penny orange 

Post 

Further adherence to the post office objections required the use of three cent 
prepaid U.S. government envelopes U9 (white) and UlO (buff) . These types of 
California Penny Post envelopes were as follows: 

Scott# Value 
34LUla Paid 2 
34LU3a Paid 5 
34LU(4a) Paid 7 
unlisted 

lndicia 
To the Post Office Care of the Permy Post 
From the Post Office Care of the Penny Post 
To and from the Post Office Care of The 
Penny Post 
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The Penny Post Expands 
Within a few months of opening, the Penny Post expanded its services to 

include nine cities. The earliest documented use of the new envelopes created to 
advertise this purpose is September 4, 1855 on type 34LU1 lB. Figure 17 shows the 
back of this style envelope. Figure 9 shows the front of a 34LU7 envelope showing 
nine cities of operations. The five new city offices were at Benica, Coloma, Nevada 
(Cal.), Grass Valley and Mokelumne Hill, in addition to the original four offices at 
San Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton and Marysville. 

The Penny Post Acknowledges Doing an Express Business 
What follows is a letter from H. L. Goodwin , the superintendent of the 

Penny Post to the Postmaster General of the United States. The letter is dated 
August 4, 1855, just a little over a month after the Penny Post Company began 
business. 

"I now beg to infonn you most respectfully that the Penny Post 
Co. which I represent is not an express company.---We aim to have all our 
letters go by MAIL, and we "express" them only when the postmasters so 
neglect their duty that it becomes necessary to do so. 

Between this city and Sacramento we send from 150 to 200 letters 
per day. As the Postmaster there will not open the office till 8 o'clock, we 
are compelled to send by express. So, between this city and Marysville, 
we forward letters daily , and mail all that we can; but as there are many 
letter received after the mail s are closed, we send those by express to 
Sacramento, where the boat arrives at not later than 12. But as the 
Sacramento postmaster closes the mail at 9 P.M., (though it does not leave 
the office till 6 A.M.) we have to pay the stage for taking up our bag. 
THIS IS WHY WE DO AN EXPRESS BUSINESS, not because we desire 
to, but because we are compelled to .----" 

Breaking the Law 
It was illegal to convey mail by express except in stamped envelopes either 

using U.S. stamps or a prepaid U.S . Government envelope. The act of March 31, 
1855 and effective April l, 1855 was being violated by the Penny Post Company. 
Figure 33 shows a Penny Post envelope created for city delivery. The envelope 
reads "City Delivery. Penny Postage PAID. 5." The rate is the Penny Post rate for 
delivery east of Taylor and Fourth Streets. This would be a totally out-of-the mail 
carriage. The rate could also cover the delivery of a letter from the post office. If it 
was from the post office this small envelope would have been within a larger 
envelope addressed to the Penny Post and possibly containing two or more of these 
letters in the same envelope. As long as the weight did not exceed a half-ounce the 
outer envelope would have had only three cents U.S. postage. This was against the 
law. In the Jarrett sale at Christie's, October I 0, 1990, Lot 1175 we find one of 
these unstamped envelopes and a notation that these were reportedly only used in 
1855. These envelopes were forbidden after January 1, 1856. These were replaced 
by the envelope shown in Figure 31. The top of the envelope reads as follows: 
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" Letters enclosed in thi s envelope alone cannot be forwarded, as 
the postage is not Paid. Seal yo ur letters , then enclose in envelope 
addressed to the Penny-Post Co. Write plain. Give occupation, number 
and name of street when known." 

The notation added to the envelope seemingly explains the Jaw which was 
probably being violated. 

It is my belief that the post office caught some of these letters addressed to 
the Agent of the Penny-Post and charged for the additional letters contained within as 
if they were individual letters . This was the law. The cover shown in Figure 11 is 
an example of four stamps on one envelope which could mean a total of four letters 
were contained in the one envelope. The government was not going to be deprived 
of their postage. 

In support of this theory it is noted that some envelopes contain the printed 
statement "letters enclosed in this envelope should not be sent by mail." Was this a 
notice to the Penny Post agent to open and deliver the enclosed letters separately? At 
least one cover has indications that the post office detained the letter for postage. 

Trouble Continues 
In order to curtail the operations of the Penny Post Company the Postmaster 

in San Francisco decreed an enormous charge for box rental for mail addressed to the 
care of the Penny Post. The cover shown in Figure 22 indicates the Penny Post box 
Number 5150. Box 5150 was not the only Penny Post box. A 34LU14 cover dated 
February 21 (1856) has box 5005 noted at the bottom. 

H . L. Goodwin responded by sending out the following letter to its 
customers: 

®fftce of tbe i}ennp i}ost QCo. 

GENTLEMEN: 
We mail you this from a neigh

boring town-a town through which the mail and 
two expresses pass daily- too small to support 
an express agency, yet having a post office. 

Please observe the date of the post-mark, as 
we wish to demonstrate to you, that your letters 
can be brought by mail and delivered at your 
doors by the Penny Post Co. with equal prompt
ness and at cheaper rates than charged by the 
Express Companies; and this, too, notHlith
standing the numerous obstacles the Postmaster 
at San Francisco has thrown in our way in order 
to retain the onerous imposition of Box Rents, 
which nearly equal if they do not fully exceed 
ALL the postage collected in your city. 

On the subject of Box Rents, allow us to make 
a suggestion: The first $500 of each quarter's 
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box rent go to the Post Master. Every dollar 
that is thus paid may be considered by him as an 
endorsement of his conduct. On the other 
hand, every dollar that is withheld may also be 
considered by him as evidence of your disap
proval of his conduct. 

Yours, 

THE "PENNY POST co. II 

PER H. L. GOODWIN, Supt. 

The Printed Envelopes 
The reader is urged to understand the different Scott Catalogue listings to be 

able to easily distinguish the different types . A great many auction or dealer 
descriptions make errors in the Scott Catalogue numbers. Some of this is attributed 
to the missing listings for various items . Hopefully this article will lead to 
corrections to the Scott Catalogue and fewer errors in the future. __ 

~ 
The PAID. (Rate) Type 

(Scott 34LU 1-4) 

I !'i5 
I l'l 

\~.-,~= 
The large boxed PAID. (rate) envelopes with the function of the particular 

envelope written over the PAID.(rate) were the first envelopes used by the Penny 
Post Company. These envelopes can be found without U.S. government stamps , 
having traveled out of the mail , or with U.S . stamps or on government prepaid 3¢ 
U.S. envelopes either white (U9) or buff (U 10). Figure 4 shows a PAID.5 yellow 
envelope with "City Delivery Care of the Penny Post Co." inscribed over the 
PAID.5. Figure 6 shows a PAID.7 orange envelope with "To and from the Post 
Office Care of the Penny Post Co." Figure 5 shows a PAID.5 buff U.S. envelope 
UlO. Figure 7 shows a PAID.7 buff U.S. envelope UlO which is not listed in the 
Scott Catalogue. 

Most of the PAID. (rate) envelopes were used from the June 25 1
h business 

opening date thru August of 1855. The earliest date I have recorded is July 10. 
Perhaps an earlier date will surface within those first two weeks of operation. 

Some of the PAID. (rate) envelopes got used in the period after August 
1855 . Some of these have lines thru the "care of' portion of the message at the 
upper left. I note one with a U.S. 3¢ # 11 stamp dated Oct. 6. See Figure 1, which is 
a 34LU1 envelope. 

The cover shown in Figure 2 has a U.S. 1 ¢ 1851 stamp. This was to pay the 
drop rate for mail brought to the post office to be picked up by the addressee. Since 
this a Penny Post envelope, the Penny Post made the pick up and delivered the letter. 
The Penny Post advertised that "Letters for Sacramento if wanted before 9 o'clock 
should not be deposited in the post office but will be transmitted from our office 
outside the mails". This cover could very well be one of those transmissions. There 
is no post office eds. It is likely that this cover was carried illegally outside of the 
mails. 
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LETTERS and ofo r nLI IL i\I.iTH: H 

deposited in any Post Office, will 

be DELIVERED in SAN FRA Nc1sco, 

SACRAMENTO, STOCKTON, or MA-· 

(;

RY~VIJ.LE, immediately on the arri

al of the mail~, if adrl•essed to 

e o..~ "PENNY :POST CO." ll.E:::.=--==-~~;;;;:;;§~ 

~ - ~~ ~ J7~ ,._'.____::~~&, I 

j .~ e:(ni. -;;:7 ~1----~--~--1.----L-<_../'-'~L.J~L~~tee/, 
loj ' l~ ~ ) . • \ I . ' . r--·~ .... ~ ,1 Jo.'~ ~- l • • • 

'i:!: ,',, . - ·~<_:._ __ " q/;J. ~..J 
Figure 1. 34LU1. PAID. 2 on white with U.S. 3¢ #11, carried out of the 

mails by Wells Fargo & Co. Express from San Francisco. Harmers 
(Dale-Lichtenstein) May 13, 1004, Lot 1044. 

Figure 2. 34LU1 PAID. 2 on white with U.S. Type IV 1¢ 1851 #9, with 
Penny Post San Francisco double-line circle. Christies, Robson Lowe 

(Grunin), March 25, 1987, Lot 14. 
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The cover shown in Figure 3 seems to be different. The word 
"CIRCULAR" appears at the top right. 

The Oval Vermilion Type 
(Scott 34LU6-7) 

The 7¢ vermili on enve lopes with Scott Cata logue designations 34LU6 and 
34LU7 are on U .S. envelopes U9 and U IO respectively. The UlO envelope is quite 
common. Most of these envelopes can be fou nd used during the September, October 
and November 1855 time period. There are, of course, occasional later usages. 
Figure 8 shows an examp le of a 7¢ vermilion on buff envelope (34LU7) whi ch had 
to have been printed earli er than most of the enve lopes of th is type. I note thi s 
because only e ight cities of operation are listed and service from Mokelumne Hill is 
not yet indicated. Thi s enve lope was probably prin ted before August 1855. Thi s 
cover was not used until January 17, 1856. Only a few covers are known with 
Mokelumne Hill e ither deleted or not yet appearing. I don't be li eve that service was 
discontinued to this city at some point because there are many enve lopes with nine 
c iti es li sted. 

The 7¢ vermi li on Ca li fornia Penny Post enve lopes were printed and 
embossed by George F. Nesb itt who printed the U.S. government U9 and U lO 

envelopes. This conclusion has been drawn by the color of the ink. Jlh,,::~""='·--~·":1 

The Boxed California / Penny Postage./ PAID (rate) Type 
(Scott 34LU13A, 14, and 15) 

f U11l.FOR'.ilA ~ 
} Penny Postage. ~ 

~fAllLli 
The large boxed Ca li forn ia / Penny Postage. I PATD 5 or PAID 7 envelopes 

are Scott Catalogue li sted as 34LU l 3A, 34LU14 and 34LU 15. These envelopes can 
be fo und in e ight different var ieties. Only three are currently li sted in the Scott 
Catalogue. The messages on the envelopes are meaningful and g ive indications as 
to when each type was printed. Figure 30 shows one of the earli est types. This 
envelope is on ye ll ow paper. The message indicates de live ry in "San Francisco, 
Sacramento , Marysville and Stockton, and in these c ities only for the present". As 
previously indicated the Penny Post had service to nine cities by September 4, 1855. 
This message places the printing of this yellow enve lope in the June-August 1855 
time period. It is also noted that a back pencil notation indicates a June 28 date. In 
these very ea rl y printings the word daguerreotype can be found mi sspe lled, ending 
in "tpyes" with the "p" and "y" reversed. 

It is a lso noted that Adams & Co. in Cali fo rni a went out of bus iness on 
February 23 , 1855. On March 2, 1855 a group of Adams & Co. employees started 
the Pacific Express Co. w ith an office in San Francisco. The mail to Adams & Co. 
was probabl y directed to them . The Penny Post a lso carri ed mail addressed to 
Daniel Haskell, the previous manager of the Adams & Co. in Ca lifornia. 

The cover show n in Figure 23 is s imil a r to the ye ll ow enve lope just 
discussed. The message is the same with daguerreotypes mi sspell ed and four cities 
of operation "only for the present". Thi s type is preprinted "To Agent Penny-Post 
Co. /San Francisco,/ Cal." in large bold letters. The datestamp is Marysvill e May 6 
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( 1856) which means this envelope lied around a while before being used. It was 
probably printed in August 1855 . 

Figure 21 is another type of early envelope printing from the June-August 
1855 time period. This cover is datestamped July 27 (1855) from Knights Ferry. 
This is a PAID 5 envelope which is Scott Catalogue listed as 34LU 13A. It is a buff 
envelope. The message is the same as the previously discussed yellow envelope 
with the daguerreotypes misspelling. This envelope indicates "Copy-Right 
Secured." It is also pre-addressed "To Agent of the Penny-Post Co. The message 
states "Seal your letters and direct it as usual; then enclose the same in this envelope, 
writing nothing thereon except the town or city where the letter is to be delivered . It 
is unlawful to enclose in an envelope letters to more than one address." Was 
this a result of H. L. Goodwin's meeting with the San Francisco postmaster on July 
4, 1855? Were they previously enclosing more than one letter in an envelope? This 
seems likely. 

A fourth type of early envelope is shown in Figure 24. This envelope has a 
Scott Catalogue listing as 34LU 14. It is a buff envelope and has no place for a 
government stamp. The message at the top says "Letters enclosed in this envelope 
alone cannot be forwarded , as the postage is not paid. Seal your letter, then enclose 
in an envelope addressed to the Penny-Post Co." Could more than one of these 
envelopes been enclosed "To The Agent of the Penny-Post Co." and have attempted 
(or succeeded) in avoiding the government postage? This is a PAID 7 envelope 
which is 2¢ for pick-up and 5¢ for delivery. Could this envelope have been used 
out-of-the-mails and illegally avoided the post office? H.L. Goodwin admitted as 
much in his letter to the Postmaster of August 4, 1855 but he said "we do this not 
because we desire to but because we are compelled to." 

Figure 25 is a 34LU 14 envelope with a 3¢ # 11 stamp. This is a buff 
envelope and is Scott Catalogue listed without a subtype. The word daguerreotypes 
is misspelled. 

Figure 28 is a sixth example of a very early type envelope. This type has a 
different message than the three examples of PAID 5 or PAID 7 (34LU14, 34LU15) 
j ust shown. This message has five towns of service with Coloma being added to the 
original four cities. The message here is the predecessor to that found on the 7¢ 
vermilion envelopes. In this early message the word "letters" is misspelled as 
"leters" with only one "t". The words "Copy-Right Secured" appear below the PAID 
7 box. This is a UlO envelope. The cover is datestamped September 17, (1855) , 
San Jose and traveled thru the government post office to San Francisco. 

Figure 29 is an example of Scott Catalogue listed 34LU 15 on a U9 
envelope. This envelope has the words Daguerreotypes spelled correctly. The style 
of the envelope is different and the note at the bottoms says "Letters enclosed in this 
envelope should not be sent by mail". This envelope was sent by mail from San 
Jose to San Francisco. The datestamp from San Jose is September 18, (1855). At 
the very top the postmaster, presumably at San Francisco, required the payment of 
an additional 6 cents. Either there were a total of three letters (my belief) or the 
weight exceeded the allowable half-ounce by three times. 
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Figure 3. 34LU1. PAID. 2 with additional word "CIRCULAR". This 
cover was held for postage and has 4-3¢ 1851 stamps. Frajola, December 

14, 1985, Lot 173. 
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Figure 4. Proposed 34LU3A. PAID. 5 "City Delivery Care of the Penny 
Post Co." on yellow. 
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Figure 27 is a printed envelope just like the white one just described. This 
is a buffUlO envelope and should have a separate listing. 

These are the eight main varieties of the 34LU14 and 34LU15 envelopes. 

/ I PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7. !I 

The Long boxed "PENNY-POSTAGE PAID", (rate) Type 
(Scott 34LU8-11, and llC) 

The long rectangular block lettered envelopes with Scott Catalogue 
designations 34LU8- l l and 11 C have a thin inner and outer border with a bolder 
border between. These envelopes are either PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 5. or 
PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7. The very top of the envelope always reads "TO THE 
PENNY POST CO." Sometimes there is a small line at the bottom of the envelope 
which reads "The party whose name is on this Envelope is hereby authorized to open 
the same and appropriate its contents." Figure 10 is the PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 
5. envelope on buff without an indicia (34LU9). Figure 12 is the PENNY
POSTAGE PAID, 7. envelope on white with a 3¢ indicia U.S . U9 (34LU10a). The 
envelope shown in Figure 13 is a PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7. envelope on buff 
without an indicia but with a US 3¢ # 11 stamp and Figure 14 is a PENNY
POSTAGE PAID, 7. envelope on buff with a 3¢ indicia U.S. UlO (34LUJ la). 

Figure 16 shows the buff "Collect Penny Postage" (no denomination) 
envelope which is Scott Catalogue listed as 34LU11 C. It is listed as picture type 
L98A which it isn't. It is of this type but with different words as indicated obliquely 
in the Scott Catalogue. 

A third printing of this type of envelope has a very small "care of' between 
the top "TO THE PENNY POST CO." and the rectangular boxed "PENNY
POSTAGE PAID, 7." This printing is in blue on U.S. buff envelope UlO. An 
example of this type can be seen in Figure 15. This blue printing with the small 
"care of' deserves a new separate listing in the Scott Specialized Catalogue. 

I note that the 34LU9- l l series was used between October 1855 and the end 
of the post in June 1856. 

,5''11.1::, !t,.91.~feJ,J< .. if..:it.:i?..:k.:k.:fct..£ .. 

~ l)mn!i lgrrstagt :Pnili, 7. ~! 
¥ "s,'¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥'¥¥¥'<f¥ 

The Ornate Border Type 
(Scott 34LU11B and 12) 

The design with an ornate border on buff envelope U 10 (34LU l lB) can be 
found used during the same October 1855 to June 1856 time period. The ornate 
border on the white U9 envelope is quite rare but the few known examples indicate 
usage on September 7, 1855 and January 19, 1856. It might be trne that the Penny 
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Post predominately bought buff (U I 0) envelopes and only a few white envelopes 
were purchased. There may have been a limited number of white U9 envelopes 
available in California. 

The back of the 34LU11B envelope, with Penny-Postage Paid, 7. in an 
ornate border is worth noting. See Figure 17. Here we see a listing of the nine 
cities of usage. The 34LU l lB is on buff U 10 and the 34LU 12 is on white U9. Both 
have the same printing on the back. These envelopes came after the 34LU 13A, 
34LUl4 and 34LU15 printing which had at least eight varieties . Figure 19 shows 
an unlisted collect Penny Postage, I 0. envelope on U 10 with an ornate border. 

I 

. OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE. : 
\ I>AID5. 

The Ocean Penny Postage! PAID 5. Type 
(Scott 34LU13) 

There is only one known cover of this type. It is shown in Figure 18. This 
cover has the Penny Post circular origination handstamp from San Francisco. The 
cover was sent to Canada via Nicaragua. The cover has two 1 ¢ 1851 stamps and one 
3¢ 1851 stamp. Another stamp of higher denomination has been removed from the 
cover. The stamps on the cover are tied by handstamps reading "N. York Steam 
Ship". The Scott Catalogue designation of this type of envelope is 34LU13. 

Additional Unlisted Envelopes 
The Penny Post advertised a rate of five cents for delivering a letter from the 

post office if prepaid. (See Figure 46.) Penny Post envelopes were available for 
purchase for five cents on which the patron would provide the government stamp by 
purchase at the post office. The patron would save two cents by bringing the letter 
to the post office himself. A letter could also be sent collect at the double rate of ten 
cents . One Penny Post advertisement stated that they would provide delivery at 7 
am. for 5¢ if prepaid and 10¢ collect. The Penny Post also provided envelopes for 
this purpose. Figure 19 is such an envelope. This cover addressed to Mr. John H. 
Moody bears the Penny Post handstamp of San Francisco. This envelope did not go 
to the post office (no post office cancel) and was delivered to Sacramento where the 
ten cents was collected from Mr. John H. Moody. The left side of the envelope has 
the list of nine cities serviced by the Penny Post. This list wording and frame are not 
the same as is found on the 34LUI 1B and 34LU12 covers (See Figures 17 and 20). 
This cover is on a buff U IO envelope. Since the style is similar to the 34LU l lB and 
34LU12 envelopes it is suggested that this unlisted cover should be added after those 
two listings. 

The cover shown in Figure 16 is another example of a "Collect Penny
Postage." envelope. This is similar to the rectangular boxed envelopes which have 
Scott Catalogue designations as 34LU8-l l. This item is Scott Catalogue listed as 
34LU 11 C. The figure is given as picture L98A with "Collect Penny Postage" (no 
denomination). The cover shown here has a 3¢ 1851 stamp. The envelope is buff. 
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Figure 34 shows a cover that has a message that is similar to the boxed 
CALIFORNIA! Penny Postage. I PAID (rate) series that has Scott Catalogue listing 
as 34LU13A and 34LU14-15. The message is different , however , and 
daguerreotypes is misspelled. There is a box around where the U.S. stamp is to be 
placed with the message "POSTAGE must be PRE-PAID." inside the box. The 
ornate box matches the ones on the 34LU13A and 34LU14-15 types of envelopes. 
The cover shown has a manuscript notation at the bottom which reads "These letters 
detained". The government objected to the operations of the Penny Post and held 
back mail addressed in Care of the Penny Post or to the Agent of the Penny Post Co. 
This resulted in a lawsuit and the ultimate end of the Penny Post Co. 

The cover shown in Figure 32 was designed strictly for City Delivery. The 
envelope reads "City Delivery. Penny Postage Paid ." An unused similar envelope 
has "Copy Right Secured" printed under the top line. The San Francisco at the 
bottom may indicate the usage of these envelopes only in San Francisco. These light 
buff envelopes were intended to carry mail that did not pass thru the government 
post office. The back of the envelope bears the following message at the bottom: 

"To secure dispatch Letter-writers will please bear in mind the importance 
of describing the place where a letter should be delivered. They will al so 
much facilitate the convenience of all by giving their own address on the 
envelope, as well as in the letter; as by this means, answers will be the 
more promptly delivered: and beside, such letters as fail to reach the parties 
addressed, can be, at once, returned to their writers." 

The Penny Post was indeed a forerunner of mail delivery facilitation by 
requesting return addresses . On the Penny Post envelope shown in Figure 25 they 
printed a message "To Write Plain . Give Occupation, number and name of street 
when known". Some patrons complied and wrote "architect" which could have 
facilitated delivery, certainly a street address was very helpful , since there was no 
city directory. 

The cover shown in Figure 33 is very similar to the previous one. This one 
says "City Delivery. Penny Postage Paid. 5." The words "Copy-Right Secured" 
appear under the top line. This is a smaller envelope and more than one could easily 
fit inside the various other envelope types. 

Manuscript "Penny Post" 
Figure 37 is a 3¢ U 10 envelope which traveled out of the mails on the 

steamer, Guadalupe. It is addressed to Mr. H. L. Goodwin , in San Francisco, the 
proprietor of the California Penny Post. The manuscript "Penny Post" indicates by 
whom this cover was transported . 

Manuscript PP 
One student of the California Penny Post topic has pointed out what looks 

like a manuscript "PP" as being the initials of the Penny Post. A cover with this ms 
notation is shown in Figure 49. This discovery is attributed to Richard Frajola. 
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Advertising "East to California" Service 
The California Penny Post Co. advertised the following: 

"Prepared envelopes from the East to Cal ifornia, Ten Dollars per Hundred; 
for the Atlantic States, via Nicaragua, Fifteen Dollars per Hundred."5 

An example of this advertising card is shown in Figure 47 . 

Misdescribed 
Care should be used in reading auction catalogue listings for the California 

Penny Post Co. section. Mistakes are often encountered. Sometimes the catalogue 
number listed does not match the style of envelope being shown . The boxed 
"PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7" is Scott Catalogue listed as 34LU1 l without an 
indicia and is 34LU1 la if on a US buff UlO envelope. These are often improperly 
tagged. Also the PENNY POSTAGE, 7 in an ornate border is Scott Catalogue listed 
as 34LU12 on a US white U9 envelope and 34LU11B on a US buffUlO envelope. 
Sometimes these are confused with the boxed type listings. At least ten types of 
envelopes are not listed in the Scott Specialized Catalogue and some of these have 
been incon-ectly described. The missing listings have also led to description e1Tors. 

Handstamps 
There are at least ten known covers and newspapers with circular Penny 

Post handstamps and no Penny Post Company frank. Many of these covers were 
ca1Tied out of the mails. Figure 35 is such a cover. It is marked "Per Northern 
Lights" and traveled on the Nicaragua line in advance of the mails to San Francisco. 
The circular handstamp is of the Penny Post Co. in San Francisco. Other covers are 
known can-ied by the Penny Post to this addressee. 

Figure 36 shows a cover which was taken to the post office by the Penny 
Post Co. in San Francisco. It is addressed to Mrs. Sarah Haskel in Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts. The U.S. stamp is a I 0¢ green type II which is Scott Catalogue 
listed as US # 14. 

Large Boxed Handstamp 
The partial cover shown in Figure 48 has a large handstamp on the indicia 

which reads "POSTAGE PAIDI the PENNY POST CO." There seems to be a 
double border which is heavier at the outer line and is indented at the corners. 
Nothing is known about this handstamp. There is no indication that this cover went 
thru the post office so it traveled out of the mails. The seven cent rate would cover 
pickup and delivery at another city. Did the Penny Post Co. collect the three cents 
just to pay for the envelope? This is the case on most letters that they carried out of 
the mails. 

Spelling Errors 
The following list of spelling errors are noted on California Penny Post 

covers and advertising cards . 

5 Western Express, January 1955, A.J. He11z, page 4. 
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34LU13A, 34LU14 es" 
Also 34LU15(A) on ellow es" 
34LU15 var. on UIO 
Advertisin card 

The Penny Post Stamps 
Nothing has been written about the usage of the stamps of the Penny Post 

Co. We know that most of the business of this post was done by means of prepaid 
envelopes. The stamps themselves impati a message. Here is what they say. 

Stamn MessaP-e FiP-ure 

unlisted Small Paid 2 To The Post Office 41 

34Ll Large Paid 2 To The Post Office 38 
34LlA 3 cent City Delivery 39 
34L2 5 cent City Delivery 42 
34L3 10 cent City Delivery 43 
34L4 Paid 5 From The Post Office 40 

The 5-cent, 34L2, was probably intended for city delivery east of Taylor and 
Fomih Streets. See Figure 42. 

The I 0-cent, 34L3, was probably for city delivery west of Taylor and Fourth 
Streets. See Figure 43. 

The stamp shown in Figure 41 is an unlisted genuine stamp. This stamp 
was known by the 1860 forgers who imitated it. The genuine stamp has a Philatelic 
Foundation certificate. 

The above two deductions are from the "Rates of Penny Postage if prepaid 
by Stamps." See Figure 46. 

There is only one example of the "PAID 2" stamp (34Ll) on cover. See 
Figure 38. 

There are three known covers with the 3-cent, Scott Catalogue designated 
34LIA stamp. One cover went from Marysville to Brooklyn , New York and is 
dated August 9 (1855) . See Figure 39. The other two covers went from 
Downieville to New York and are dated September 20, 1855 and October 17, 185(5) 
respectively. 

Could the 3¢ Penny Post stamp on the three known covers be for catching 
the Overland Stage? This would be city delivery of a special nature. 

The pair of stamps shown in Figure 44 is a trial color in reddish brown. 
This item should be designated 34L I A-TC. 

There are at least ten known covers with the large "Paid 5 From The Post 
Office" stamp, Scott Catalogue designated 34L4. See Figure 40. All except one of 
these covers traveled east by steamer. This could indicate that this stamp was for 
special delivery to the ships. The one cover that did not travel east probably went 
into the Penny Post mailbag in Sacramento for steamer delivery to San Francisco. 
This represents an out of the mails express usage. 
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One theory is that the letters arrived too late for the "Via Nicaragua" ship 
and the Penny Post was hired to convey the letter to the post office to await the next 
steamer. I don't see any validity to this theory. 

At any rate, the Penny Post was involved and received five cents by sale of a 
stamp for its services. 

Lan!est Recorded Stamo Multioles 
34Ll Block of 6 
34L2 Block of 20 consisting of two panes of 10 (2x5) 
34L4 Strip of3 

Newspaper Wrappers 
Shown in Figure 45 are two newspaper wrappers that the California Penny 

Post Company used for two different newspapers. The wrappers shown here are for 
the New York Tribune and the New York Journal of Commerce. The weekly and 
semi-weekly newspapers had a distribution of 40,000 each issue. These were 
delivered by the Penny Post Company at rates which varied by city. The Knapp 
collection shows the rate schedule to 17 cities, reprinted from the San Francisco 
Union ofNovember 8, 1855 . 

Quantity of Mail Handled 
It is my belief that the Penny Post Company over the course of its existence 

handled between 150,000 and 200,000 pieces of mail. At San Francisco they 
handled 200 pieces or more each day and they had eight other offices. In all they 
probably handled about 700 letters per day. They were in business for 49 weeks. 

The number of surviving used Penny Post envelopes is around 150. This 
would be a survival rate of .1 % to .075%. For comparison, the known survival rate 
for 5¢ 1847 covers is .27%. The envelopes of the Penny Post Company were not 
particularly desirable and were more readily discarded, with the survival rate being 
less than 1/3 of that of the 5¢ 1847 covers. I believe this to be plausible. 

The End Comes 
The active hostility of the San Francisco Postmaster was directly responsible 

for crippling the Penny Post Company business.6 Operations ceased after about a 
year of service due to government pressure .7 Undoubtedly the San Francisco 
Postmaster put an end to the Penny Post's services ending its competition by its 
authority and ultimately its ability to assume the function for which it was created. 

Suggested Changes to the Scott Catalogue 
Add the following: 

34LlB Small PAID 2 stamp. List before 34Ll 

34LlA On cover, based on PF 350,571 
34LlA-TC Trial color, pair in reddish brown 

6 Letters of Gold, Jesse L. Coburn, U.S.P.C.S. , & PF, 1984, page 64. 
7 Knapp Sale, California Penny Post, introduction before Lot 1145. 
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34LU3A "PAID 5" City Delivery on yellow with a picture 

34LU4a "PAID 7" on UlO 
34LU1 lA PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7. Blue on UlO 
34LU14a CALIFORNIAI Penny Postage. I PAID 7 on U l 0 
34LU14b CALIFORNIAI Penny Postage. I PAID 7, 5 cities with "Leters" error 
34LUJ5A CALIFORNIA! Pem1y Postage. I PAID 7 on yellow 
34LU16 Collect Penny Postage, 10 on UlO. Insert after 34LU12 
34LU17 Letters enclosed in this envelope alone cannot. .. on yellow 
34LU18 City Delivery. Penny Postage Paid. on buff 
34LU18a City Delivery, Penny Postage Paid 5. on buff 
34LU19 The Pemw Post Co. No Penny Post value, on UlO 
34LU4 * 
* The only one seen by this author is on an orange envelope. 

Cover Forgeries 
The cover shown in Figure 50 has a forged cancel of the circular 

Sacramento Penny Post Co. handstamp. The addressee has been written in to 
resemble another known genuine Tandler & Co. cover. A genuine remainder 
envelope has been used. This is a 34LU3a of which I have been able to identify at 
least four extremely similar forgeries. 

The cover shown in Figure 51 has counterfeit Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
Sacramento handstamps. This cover has the addressee written in on a genuine 
34LU9 remainder envelope. Figure 15 shows a genuine Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
Sacramento handstamp. The period is missing after Sacramento in the counterfeit as 
well as other lettering variations. I have been able to identify at least six extremely 
similar forgeries to the same addressee. 

At least six covers exist with counterfeit Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
Sacramento handstamps on 34LU7 remainders. Some have the same addressee as 
shown in Figure 51, but others are addressed to Msrs. Miller & Peabody or Msrs . 
Ransset Huger Co. 

The Stamp Forgeries 
Many forgeries of the California Penny Post stamps exist having been made 

by J. W. Scott and S. Allan Taylor. Both of these forgers also made bogus stamps of 
this post. A bogus stamp means that the design does not exist as a genuine stamp. 
Figure 52 shows the forgery and bogus stamps of the Penny Post Co. 
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b. Hanners-Rooke 
c. Siegel Auction Galleries 
d. Kelleher 
e. Christies 
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g. Fox 
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J. Schuyler Rumsey 
k. Matthew Bennett 
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0. Wolfers 
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Cover Census 
This will be presented in the next issue of The Penny Post. 

It is hoped that this research article results in signifi cant changes to the Scott 
Cata logue and provides the reader with a complete study of the California Penny 
Post Company. 

The author has not found a 34LU2 cover which is listed as the Penny Post 
paid.5 in blue on blue paper. Anyone with any information on this type of envelope 
is urge to drop me a note. 

Anyone with any additional information or comments is urged to write to 
me . New information, corrections and comments will appear in the next issue of 
The Penny Post. 
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:LEf!~RS and other i\JAIL MATrnR 

deposited ,in · any Post Office, will 

be DELIVERED in SAN F n ANCi s co, 

SACRAMENTO, STO CK T ON, o r MA

R YSVILL E ,. immediately on the arri

val · of the mails, if add•essed to 

the car11 of the " PENNY POST CO." --llll!llifil!l!l--lmlil'll!!llll!!l!W!i!!!!i!!!!!!!!!!!l!I 

,./,.. 

: - · --~---- ___ <mr eel, 

*-.-

. .1 

~·. 

Figure 5. 34LU3a. PAID. 5 "From the Post Office Care of the Penny 
Post Co." on U.S. 3¢ buff UlO. Siegel (Rarities), June 4, 2005, Lot 594. 

@%, ______ _ 

Figure 6. 34LU4. PAID. 7. "To and from the Post Office Care of the 
Penny Post Co." on orange. 

THE PENNY POST I Vol. 13 No. 3 I July 2005 
29 



LETTERS and othe·r MAil, i\lATTr:n ,---------

deposited iu any Post Office, \Yill 

b e DELIVERED in SAN FnANCJS c o, 

S,1caAMTrnTo, STOCKTON, or MA

RYSVILLE, immediately on the arri

val of the mails, if addressed to 

the care of the " PENNY POST CO." 

e1o - --

Figure 7. Proposed 34LU4a. PAID. 7. On 3¢ US buff UlO, dated 
October 8, (1855). Siegel, December 13-14, 1994, Lot 1624. PF 23,308. 

Mails, iu 

San Francisco, 
Sa~ramento, 
Stockton.1 

Benicia, 
lViarysville, 
Coloma, 
N"avada1 

Gra,;3 Vai!ey. 

Cal.. 
Tlic p:1::·ty to who5c c1•1·0 thi!-i is rli 1·cc1.~d, is lwrc-i,y nuthorizcd to opou Um snmc 

li.nd ltflpl'upri :ite i L1;1 COlltCllU:!, 

Figure 8. 34LU7. California Penny Post Co. PAID SEVEN CENTS in 
vermilion (same color as 3¢ red indicia), ms strawberry Hill, Cal., Jan 
17, (1856). Eight cities of operation are listed at the left. Mokelumne 

Hill is not yet listed. Siegel (Rarities), June 4, 2005, Lot 597. 
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'fb.e Penny-Pust Co. 
cleli l'er letters enelos,,d 
in these Envelopes, 
immediately on the 
distribution oi the 
Mails, in 

San Francisco, 
Sacramento, 
Stockton, 
Benicia, 
M arysville, 
Ooloma, 
N ev ada, 
Grass Valley, 
Mokelumne Hill, 

1047 

//"' ,../.? ~ _/-

;~21,-' ilrJ2:z1/-:/.J ,o/1 
Cal.. 

'l'hc, p!n.1.y to whuBO c.1.r1' thfi- is tli~1·r.lt·~! , b hc>1·l•l,,y autborizl..'<l to open tlio S.1.lDO 
nw.l apprvvrl;!t,u ll.:; coub.:Jn.;.. 

Figure 9. 34LU7. California Penny Post Co. PAID SEVEN CENTS in 
vermilion. (same color as 3¢ red indicia). Penny Post Sacramento 

circular handstamp. Nine cities of operation are listed. Harmers (Dale
Lichtenstein) May 13, 2004, Lot 1047. 

• 

u. s. 
!?©®'ii'°"®@: 

MUST BE 
PHI::-1•.!m. 

' ' 

©°"!bUi?©iiJ!i'JJ§la 
The. party whose name is on this F.,nvclopc, is hereby authorized to open the same an<l appropriate it.a coufonls . 

Figure 10. 34LU9 Penny-Postage Paid, 5. On a buff envelope from 
Lunnenbury, Mass. to San Francisco, October 22, 1855. 
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A r < :1 , , ©t:ilbUCt©@li".l ~Ac 
,· .. . ,. llosc u;u.oe is on th'.s Envclopei is llcrcby a.uthorlzed 00 open tlle same nnd nppropriatc its contents. 

Figure 11. PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 5. With 4 - 3¢ 1851 stamps, from 
Stockton to San Francisco. Two Penny Post Stockton circular 

handstamps and two Stockton, Nov. 8 (1855) eds, SiegellMcCuster, 
March 30, 2005, Lot 206. 

Figure 12. 34LU10a. PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7. on U.S. 3¢ white U9, 
from Sacramento City to San Francisco. Sacramento City eds April 4, 

(1856). Harmers, September 25, 1997, Lot 258. 
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Figure 13. 34LU11. PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7 on a buff envelope with 
3¢ 1851, #11 stamp from San Jose to San Francisco. San Jose eds of Oct. 

19, (1855), Siegel (Rarities), June 4, 2005, Lot 598. 

Figure 14. 34LU11a. PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7 on a U.S. 3¢ buff UlO 
envelope, from Benecia to San Francisco. Benecia eds of Feb. 19 (1856). 
Siegel (Hall), Nov. 13-14, 2000, Lot 532. A portion of the back is shown 

with a note about Reed written by H.D. Loomis. 
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~---H,'-",''A ..... ,•.A.."..,..,",.,.. "J'.,'•r·.,.,, ..... ,.,-.,.._,,.,,-,•,,-~..,_,...,..,._~.,.._~ ........ 

,t:S: 
Caroof J 

11 PENNY-P0Sr'AG6'e~ID, 7. 11
1
\ 

, ··--·-------- ______ ___ , ___ _ • _c 1 
1 _ ·- - s::::::... 

.41' A: ' . ,,t (1 f/1 -,· .• 

Q/11~·-----· / /p / /~~ ---~ _;, ____ __ /;t/Jft.7/;,1t0Y?h,.:d. 
_; 

£ ...... . 

Figure 15. Proposed 34LU11A. PENNY-POSTAGE PAID, 7 in blue on 
U.S. 3¢ buff UlO envelope from Sacramento to San Francisco. This 
letter was carried out of the mails by Wells, Fargo & Co. Express as 

indicated by two red handstamps. The "To The Penny Post Co." and the 
tiny "care of" are also in blue. Siegel (Golden), Nov 15-17, 1999, Lot 

880. 

;,- 176 

© bl'!., u j' (0}: 

:I:lte fY&rty whose u:uue ii -0n tl1ls £u\·t:Iup~, is l,cn.:!1y aml1~frr.ed lo 1)[H:ll th e. :.ruo(: auil :1p11rnpl'ia.U:. ito contcur. 

Figure 16. 34LU11C. Collect Penny-Postage. on a buff envelope with a 
3¢ orange red 1851 (#11), from Marysville to San Francisco. Marysville 

eds of Feb. 26 (1856). Siegel, March 25, 1993, Lot 367. 
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. Tile 1i11r!y n·Uo,c 11:imc l, oli'" this Eurdo11e, Is bcreby authorlxc"1 t(I 01,cn ihc ~:lmc i:uil .'.lppro11rlalt lt! ~ont~nu. 

,· . fr, 

If" ' 1'CTE • . I 
. PENNY-P DS TCOMPANY .. 

Office, 135 California St ., I 
S.A~i FflANClSCO. 

-&;-
L .c t tcrs enclose<l in the i 
F.nvelopes of the P enny.' i 
P ost Oom·: any ,rnd depos- ! 

it ed in an!! .Post. O!Ji.ce, a.re ! 
delive,~ed hn1nediatd,t/ on !I 
the dis tribution of the Mails !l 

1"N '· 

·SAN F [tA~CISco: Ji 
SACR,\ ) IIIN'l'O, I 
$TOCK'l'O~, I 

:i\~:$!~';LLE, I 
CO LO\! A, • · 

I 
N l<:\'A DA, ' 1 1 

. . GRA~S YALLEY, !I 
IJ1~?_l{_f<:LU,I:'<E JII LT, . :11 

Figure 17. 34LU11B. Penny Postage Paid, 7 in ornate border on US 3¢ 
buff UlO envelope from Marysville to San Francisco. Marysville eds of 

March 28 (1856). A portion of the back is shown with a nine cities 
service list. 

Figure 18. 34LU13. OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE, I PAID 5. in a 
rectangular border on a buff envelope from San Francisco to Canada 
with 2-1¢ 1851 stamps and 1-3¢ 1851 stamp. Another stamp has been 

removed. San Francisco Penny Post handstamp and N. York steamship 
handstamp. Via Nicaragua from New York to San Francisco. Knapp, 

May 7, 1941, Lot 1453. 
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PENNY POST COMPANYr· . 
0£1..IVER • 

I 
Letters enclosed in these' 

·. Envelopes. immediately! 
on the distribution of the ' · 

Mai~s. in 

~A:s t'R,\:Sl'r,·cu, 

SAl'H \)[E'.<TO, 

l!E."l<I.\. 

)!.\llYS\"Jl,L'.i, 

CULtl)L\ 1 

:<f:l".IIJ,\, 

t;HA~:-, \'.\T,J.V{, 

)!<>KHUI\F. ll!LT.. 

~ -·~.~ . 

I; 

t 

~' ( \\,~ 

(. 

<.\,. 

Figure 19. Proposed 34LU16. Collect Penny Postage, 10. in ornate 
border on US 3¢ buff UlO envelope. San Francisco Penny Post 

handstamp. Siegel (Golden), Nov. 15-17, 1999, Lot 886. 

,-,--~ ----------"' """ ' , ........ T ............ .... ,, ....... .., ..,, , ,,.,...,._. .,.. , .,..._, -----.. , •·---

~ ~ .o\ 

~"· ; f 7:fC ;'&""~ 
l//h.1/, .. .... CZ~.en.&J ....... . 

©£!.\!!.. 
'J:ho 1,~1·1 ~· wl\010 namo lij Oll Ullo 'J::11l'c:011c, Is hcrc~y uuU,nr!zco.l to open tho ,umo nml npp1·oprl11lo Its contonti. 

Figure 20. 34 LU12. Penny Postage Paid, 7 in ornate border on US 3¢ 
white U9 envelope from Stockton to San Francisco. Stockton Penny Post 
handstamp and Stockton eds of Sept. 7 (1855). Siegel (Hall), Nov. 13-14, 

2000, Lot 533. 
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Copy-Right Secured. 

l,r,:TT.l;HS endosetl in the~e l~tH"elopes, P,lJJt'r,, 
anU ntlwr HUtil mattt·r, ;"',rntil! ParPP!.;, I );1!.;·t1ttT• ·ntpyt·~. 
&c., dirtctrd to the A;:,i:Pnr of rl_it: Pvnn,Y-t~o~i Co. :111d d(:
P\l"ited in A'.1,,,-y Post Ufticc, ,v1ll be tlehvered 11111nc
diately on the distribution or tile )!ail-, ill i;,1.:; r,u ·,
CISC(), S.V)HA:U.l:\""Tn, l\IARYSVILLI:: awl :,;-rocJ~'ltl :-; : 
and in these cities olll l' for the present. 

-~,.- . . '. '¥ ! · ·=·. . ' 

.J 

r. '! '!!fa . 

Figure 21. 34LU13A. CALIFORNIA I Penny Postage. !PAID 5 on a buff 
envelope with a U.S. 3¢ 1851 stamp from Knight's Ferry to San 

Francisco. Knight's Ferry eds of July 27 (1855). Harmers (Dale
Lichtenstein), May 13, 2004, Lot 1052. 

SAR FRANCISCO, 

Box 5150. I CAL. 
' t'LBM:lb; JDJ(UVJ•:1, TO 

,lloi;1"ts, 'NOOl,J•, ,\'. HAI-I( J,;1,, Davh St,, IH,;11· Culifol'llia, 

Figure 22. 34LU13A. A spectacular cover from Honolulu Hawaii to San 
Francisco. Honolulu eds of March 5 (1856) and San Francisco receiving 

eds of March 21 (1856). 5¢ Hawaiian postage and 3¢ 1851 (#11) U.S. 
postage. Note the Penny Post box number 5150 at the San Francisco 

post office. 
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Seal antl direct ·your Lette r as Ll~ual, t1leu euclosc r it in this }.;nrefo16e, ""ritin,g- noth~,,.ltg ·il;hereon. 
• Copy-Right Secure(l. ~ ,.,,~~__:o 5,=----;;,;g , 

LETTERS enclosed in these Envelopes, P"µer.,. '[·/ CALlFORNL\ ~'
1
1 

and other mail matter, S111nll Parcels, Ditguencc1 tpye3: p p t 
&c., uirected to the A!(ent of the Pennv-l'os• C , . and tic- '° enny OS age, • 
posited in ,\),'\' r0st Office, will be dPlive:,:e tl in1me- ~"' --- -rn 
.Uatcly on the dis tril>utio.n of the'i'Jaiis, in SAN FRAN - l)J\II) f""!{ Ii 
CISCO, SACRAirnX1'0, 1\IARYSYILLE and STOCKTON, -1 ~ 
and in these cities only for the present, ~===ct11 

To Agent 

San. Fran.cisco, 

Cal.. 

Figure 23. 34LU14. CALIFORNIA/ Penny Postage. /PAID 7 on a buff 
envelope with a 3¢ 1851 stamp from Marysville to San Francisco. 

Marysville eds of May 6 (1856). Siegel (Golden), Nov. 15-17, 1999, Lot 
883. 

Letters enclosed in this Envojope alone cannot l.Je fomanled, as the 
Postage is not paid. Seal your letter, then enclose in an envelope 
ml<lressed to the Penny-Post Co. 

·write pla in. Give occupation, number and name of Street when 
known . 

,-R7 
(,3 0 - --- --- - --- ---- ·- --·----------· 

,(1 010 .. _ ___ _ 

Oare of the Penny-Polit Co. 

Figure 24. 34LU14. A different style on a buff envelope with no place 
for a U.S. stamp. 
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Write Plain, 

~~py .. Right s.::~urcd, 

l,.ET'.i'ERS encio§ed in the§e Envelopes9 l:',1110fs, 
Pu<l other mail matter, Small Parcels, .Dngtrnrrcotpycs, 
&c. directed to the Agl'nr. of tile Pcnuy-l:'ost Co. :tml cle
pos\tcd in AN,· Post Oftlce, ·will be delivered imme~ 
diatetv 011 the dbtrihution of the I\IttUs, i.n SAX FRA'h
crsco. ~ SACi~ .. \l\n:sTO. ~r l.1~YS\"ILLE and t;'.('OCK'J'ON, 
and in these eiHes oni !! itn tile 1n·esento 

~ ~o. _______________ ----

~e Pe1my-Posl Co. 

l\iARYSVILLB, 

OAL" 

Figure 25. 34LU14 var. This envelope is different from the one shown in 
Figure 23. There is a bar cancel on a 3¢ 1851 stamp. The envelope is 

buff. Harmers (Dale-Lichtenstein), May 13, 2004, Lot 1053. 

Copy-Right Secured. 
Letters,. P~\pers ,.rnd other mi.ti! maft.(:r1 Small Parrr!.-. , 

Daguerreotypes, &c., ~1ddresscd to tlrn Care o1 tl1c l_.en• 
:h.y Post Co,, and deposited in aRr Po.st O!nre, u 1ill be 
,lelivered immediately on the di,lrilJntioaoftl,c m,dls 
iu Stocl,ton autl lllarrsvilie. 

Sau F'1·ancisco nnd Sacra1nento Letter,, when sent 
l>_r mail should be ciiret!cd To the Penny l'ost Co,, 
(':trc· of tl11~ pnrty fbr whom tl1cy nrc intended. 

~~"! '.3')~ 

~ CAl,IFOIIN!A ' ~ 
~ Penny Postage. ~ 

~J:1\ll) 1~ 
~~&c:~1·~ ... ~ 

To _Agent of the Penny-Post co\ 0 

( '\,are of tfJ:~it:£ ~A~ f ,6,_ 

~ _&1'c ____ ~l~f{<L. __ lb rettiJ 
1054 CAL,, 

~1y partJ· t(, 1~l1~J~c <'are a Ler-rnr f1.1r t'lir. .Pr·nuy-J'o;-.~ Uo .. Ui.dirccrc<l, js hcr~by authorized lo opeit.thc-S..1~ie 
~!n-tl n.ppr0·pr1:!te lt~cont(.'nt .r.;. 

Figure 26. 34LU14 var. This envelope is different from the ones shown 
in Figures 23 and 25. The 1¢ 1851 stamp paid the drop rate at the S.F. 

post office for a letter to be picked up. The San Francisco eds is August 
11 (1855). Harmers (Dale-Lichtenstein), May 13, 2004, Lot 1054. 
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Uot)Y<Right Secured. 
Letters, P:lj)l~l'.:i <lll1l Other mail Il1.tll1T, :--.1J1:t/ l !':p·r·1·[ ... 

D;1gncrreo~ype:--, &t·., ;1tldrt1:-:..;(•d tu fhc Care o! tht' Pen~ 
ny ~ost Cf?•, and 1.k11o~itL·(l in any I\1.;t Ollki·, ,vill h" 
~le~f i~e1·ed 1mm~{~U~tely on rhe di...:1 rihntion 111' rlic 11i:1il, 
111 Stockton and lllarvsville. 

San !•~niucisco ,n_id ·sacrrunento Lerfcr ..... wlh'ii .,.,,1, 1 
l f\" !/11(1{ .-;!1011!,l he· d1n·r·tr_•rl ())I ;\}J r1;1f.,,.idt' f'fj\1•:,.,!i' ·ro 
the Pcnnv Pn.:.t f'o~ L • 

';.-·-~~t,~.~,:}"--==.,,q . 
n C.lL1FOR.YL1. r] . '\;,'Yl:'1-'~'<r... 

H Penny Postage. L \ 
~I) \ I ~) ""':-) 
" i , l '1 

:.e;:,_c~ ..... ~ ·c.~~~ 

Ag·cnt of the ·Pcnn;-Pmit to. 

;J A""f; ·:·;"l~· ·;; 1r 
1 

To 
No. ~treet, 

SAN FRANCISCO 
' CAL. 

Figure 27. Proposed 34LU14a. Similar in style to 34LU15, on US 3¢ 
buff UlO, from Sacramento City to San Francisco with a Sacramento 
City eds of April 4 (1856). Siegel (Golden) Nov. 15-17, 1999, Lot 884. 

Tl1c Penny l'o:;t, Co. 
, t,·linr Jeters enc10scci 
i1t t'.te~e Ji:Jl rr.lop1.~8., 
i1nmt>diatel., 011 the 
'1if:trih11ti(rn of )IHii..; 

l\" 

San J•'nmcisco, 
:-.lacra1nento, 
Stockton, 
1llarysvillr., 

Coloma. 

Sc;\I all'! llin·1·1 a, as,wl '·'.·fo:-:· 1·!1!'!,1i,i11~ iu ,hh r:i:wJupl', 

'1 ·-r1t11'mt~u··r 
{I Penny Postage. ~ 

]~~~W=1l 
Co11y-l,igl1t ::;e,.,in~-<I. 

No. 

fhl· ]'ar t ,· In who~1· ,· nr" thi.'- b diri•cll·(I, i-.; linn•b,v n111hod·1.0l 1,1 "! 1'-'ll 
ll!l' ;oiilllll'\ and ap:•rPr'I i,11.i· it" i•nnl11 nt-,. 

Figure 28. Proposed 34LU14b. A very early style envelope listing five 
cities of operation, on US 3¢ buff UlO, from San Jose to San Francisco, 

with two San Jose eds of September 17 (1855). 
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Copy-Right Soou,·od. 
Letters, Papct·s and other m nil matter, Small Pnrccls, 

Dag-nerrcot_vpes, &c., addressed to the Care of the Pen
ny Post Co., and deposited in any Post Otiiee, w ill be 
delive,·e,l immediately on the distribution oCthc mails 
i 11 Stockton and lUarysville, 

Sa.n l"ran cisco und Sacra1nento Letters, when st:nt 
hy nu1.Jl stiould I)(: (l irected on n.11 outside cnvt.l opc, 'I'o 
the Peuny Post Cc. 

Figure 29. 34LU15. CALIFORNIA Penny Postage. I Paid 7 on a U.S. 3¢ 
white U9 envelope with ms due 6 CTS. From San Jose to San Francisco. 
San Jose eds of September 18 (1855). Siegel (Golden) Nov.15-17, 1999, 

Lot 885. 

\Vrite i"luiu. (~ive Hcea!>ati,m, un•nher a ntl name of St reet, when known. 

Copy-h!ght Secu1ed . 

LETTERS enclosed in these -F.nvclopeti, l',i,,,.,. .: 
nucl other 1nail mntter, Small Pan:cl~. Dagnern:oi;' .·(;:5 } 

&c., directed to the :\gent of' tile Pc1rn\·~Post Co . :md · dc
Jlf?S itecl in A:c;Y Post Oflke, will be delivered imme
diately on the <li:-:rribulion of the Jiaiil", h SAX .F1c\X
c 1sco, $AC!IL\JtE:ST,) 1 -:\L\1"'Y~Y1Lr.1:; a11d S-rocKTox 
and in these cities on! r for the 11resent. ' 

Care of the Penny-Post 4Jo, C.AL. 

Figure 30. Proposed 34LU15A. The same message as on 34LU14 except 
this is on a yellow envelope with a 3¢ 1851 stamp, addressed to San 

Francisco. There is no eds but the 3¢ stamp is cancelled. 
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Letters enclosed in ·this Env.,]ope alone ca:ll!ot be fonrnnled, as th e Postage is not paid. 
Seal your letter, the n enclose in envelope addressed to the Penny- Post Co. Write p lain . 
Give occupation, number and name of Street when known. 

Figure 31. Proposed 34LU17. A yellow envelope with the Penny Post 
San Francisco handstamp for local delivery in San Francisco. 

<2/ () ___ _ 

,,-, ,,( ,ry 
~ Yo. ____ ______ __ ________ . .... ----- -·- ------· ···· /ffi..rcol. 

Figure 32. Proposed 34LU18. A buff envelope for prepaid City Delivery 
in San Francisco. The envelope reads "City Delivery. Penny Postage 

Paid." 
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' /; . .. . .. .. .~///;,c, I 

Figure 33. Proposed 34LU18a. A buff envelope for prepaid city delivery 
in San Francisco similar to the one shown in Figure 32. This envelope 

reads "City Delivery. Penny Postage Paid. 5" 

To Agent Penny-Post . Co. 

Sacra.men.to, 

Figure 34. An early Penny Post envelope with a box indicating "Postage! 
Must be I Prepaid". Note the word Daguerreotypes is misspelled. 

Knapp collection. 

Figure 35A. 34LU7 var. same as 34LU7 except the vermilion Penny 
Post frank is missing. Laurence & Stryker, March 30-31, 1942, Lot 151. 
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j~ 
') 

/ .,, ••==a 

Figure 35. San Francisco Penny Post Co. circular handstamp on folded 
letter bearing three copies of U.S. 3¢ 1851 (#11) plus one 1¢ 1851 stamp 
all uncancelled. This letter was carried out of the mails "per Northern 

Light". Oval handstamp of Nicaragua Line in advance of the mails. The 
10¢ postage was legally required even though the letter was carried by 

express. Siegel (Golden), November 15-17, 1999. Lot 889. 

Figure 36. San Francisco Penny Post Co. circular handstamp on cover 
dated Sept. 20 (1855) taken to the S.F. post office where it was 

datestamped and de~ivered to Fitchburg, Mass. The U.S. 10¢ stamp is 
Type II (14). Siegel, January 18-20, 2000, Lot 122. 
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Figure 37. A. U.S. 3¢ buff UlO envelope addressed to Mr. H.L. Goodwin, 
the general manager of the Penny Post. This cover traveled out of the 
mails on the Steamer Guadalupe to San Francisco. Ms "Penny Post" 
indicates how this cover traveled. Siegel, June 27-29, 2000, Lot 1689. 

/ 
~I 

', 
.,,I •....-:" •M ~-· 

- ,-A 

Figure 38. 34Ll on cover from Marysville to San Francisco carried by 
Wells Fargo & Co. and delivered by the Penny Post. 

Siegel (Rarities), May 15, 1999, Lot 8. 
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., .;. ,..··,,r ,._ ,. / •. 

\_a_ . 

· / 
; J ., ' -~ . -,' 

Figure 39. 34L1A on cover from Marysville to Brooklyn, N.Y. dated 
August 3 (1855). The Penny Post carried the cover to the post office at 

Marysville where the post office eds was applied and the 5-point star was 
applied over the 10¢ U.S. Nesbitt indicia. The sender indicated the route 
instructions with the word "overland". Sigel (Golden) November 15-17, 

, 

1999, Lot 869. 

Figure 40. 34L4 on cover from San Francisco to Duxbury, 
Massachusetts dated June 5 (1856). 
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Figure 41. 
Unlisted stamp 

2¢ Blue 

Figure 42. 
34L2 

5¢ Blue 

Figure 44. 34 LlA-TC Brownish red 

SEPT!Ll\IllEl-t 51Ii to SEPTEMBER 20th 

3 PAPERS FOR 15 CE~TS, 
DEl.ll"EHEl1 HE<.l"L\10.Y I\\' TIIE 

Figure 43. 
34L3 

10¢ Blue 

' 
PENNY POST COMPANY. J 

]lrtu1'1orh3fonnw[ of Qtommcnc 
Y . w '-" 

SEPTl<:l\l llER 5111 t o SEP'J'El\lBER 20th 

3 PA PERS FOR 15 CENTS, 
lll-: J.l\"ER EI> IU-\,1" 1.Al!I.Y !ff Till·: 

PENNY POST COMPANY. 

Figure 45. Newspaper wrappers from the New York Tribune and the 
New York Journal of Commerce, September 5-20 (1855). 

Knapp Collection. 
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I RATES OF PENNYmPQS; ~ QE, ·:11 
I (If Pr e -p a id b y Stam ps. ) 'Ii 
I _.._._ . .! 

· For Couvcyiug a L1;tter to the Post Oflice . . ....... .... . .. :3 GI/' 

I 
}.'or Delh·cring. a 1,(;[tc L· from the Po.st Ollice .... . .......... 5 ct.:; 
For Conw:ying a Lett<:!' to the Post Ollice in one city tLU~ , .1 

i n,d ivering the s:i.nie in auuthcr .... ·: .. . ....... . . .. -.. r c,s
1 [ }'or 'l'rans mitting1 by Express , l.:t t<;r3 r ccel\'e<l ~\fter th~ ?.LL.I':. 1 

i I arc c~.; ~ L p~,°,;d~ ;;,;,;l: ·i,; ;,ii ·, ,;~~i, IJ~ -1~:;.;;~,;I ·. 'J. 

RATES or PENNY POSTAGE 
IF PRE-PAID BY STAMPS. 

·-----·------.»-o-___ _ _ 

For Conveying· a Letter to the Post Office, 
'' Delivering a Letter fro1:1 the Post Office, - . 
'' Conveymg a Letter to the P. 0. in one city and 

delivering the same in another, . . 
'' Transmitting by Express letters received after the 

Mails are closed, 
City Delivery east of Taylor and Fourth streets, 

' ' west of 1 1 
' ' 

---- -----

2 cts. 
5 cts. 

7 cts. 

7 cts. 
5 cts. 

10 cts. 

San Fn:mcisco City Delivery commences from the Office, 135 California street, 
at 7 A. M. , 1 P. llI., and half.pus! 4, P. M. 

Figure 46. Rates of penny postage advertised by the California Penny 
Post Co. 

!Penny 'Post C:.: 
II A Vl'.','G DELIVEm:n 

10.000 LETTER.S, ! 
At kM LilflH 

1 
One-Third the Express Rates, 

I Will D(•li l' cr 

THE KEX'J.' 100,000 
At 25 per cent. less than the Re 

duced Express Bates. 

1,1'.l'TE RS U~PAID llY P!i.V~Y PIIS'P STA.lll'S, 
Deli'\.' et'ecl fol' Ten ccuh. 

l' ARTH: S WUO WJSU A 

REDUCTION in Express Freight, I! 

Will tind it for ll1fi r interes t lo &: ml by 

THE PENNY POST CO. I 
! . PIU:-l'A li;"·;~PE!S I 

I

, l•or Cn ltforn1'.'······'.·~IO 00 per Il umlred. I ! For A~r~:~~~~:~.l c~, via} JS OO ., ,. 

, I f:.n.l(i in l 't1.c;:1~e11of 2:·, ,-;r le!:!>'< , at t h,: Ofliec, JJ;i 

i __ _cn.-~iforuia ~I. . l>clow )fo111 goUl('I'). :-ian Fr~1-1ci;:c~ . . j 
•• i~,e,u11l!e ,f;1t, j;,. .. ~;:;_:, , 1Xl ·r',u,~m~ ;lia:L !'Au Fno,;l•m.---

Figure 47. Advertising card for the Penny Post Co. 

THE PENNY POST I Vol. 13 N o. 3 I July 2005 
48 



Figure 48. Handstamp reads 
"Postage Paid/The Penny Post". 

Figure 50. Counterfeit Penny 
Post Sacramento cancel. 

u @ . u[}{]@ UD@~~w· [p@ ~---~-,,.....,..._ ......... ,...,...,......._ .......... . ...........,...,,,_., ... ~_...,~,..., .... , ... ,..,._ .... .._ 

c;nr,) v( 

·.~·.·,· ; · : ./ 
,;,;:_ . .. . 

..,:_.,.... : ,~ 

Ill PENNY- POST 

· 218 

Figure 49. 34LU11a envelope with 
"PP" in manuscript. Siegel, March 

26, 1996, Lot 218. 

u@ u (}{]~ rP~~rm1 
' ' 

IG! 

Figure 51. Counterfeit Wells Fargo 
Express SACRAMENTO handstamp. 

THE PENNY POST I Vol. 13 No. 3 I July 2005 
49 



Forgery A 
by J. W. Scott 

Bogus 2 

Forgery B 
By S. Allan Taylor 

Bogus 1 
By J. W. Scott 

Forgery B 
By S. Allan Taylor 

Forgery A 
By J. W. Scott By S. Allan Taylor 

Bogus 2 
By S. Allan Taylor 

with fake cancel 
Bogus By S. Allan 

Taylor 

Genuine Stamp 
34Ll 

Fake Cancel 

Genuine Stamp 
34L2 

Fake Cancel 

Genuine Stamp 
34L3 

Fake Cancel 

Figure 52. The various forgeries and bogus stamps made by J. W. Scott 
and S. Allan Taylor. Some genuine stamps with fake cancels. Lyons 

Identifier, 1998, Volume I, pages 304-313. 
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Question Cover 

Hussey's 87L55 on Cover with Double Circle 
Hussey's Post Paid 

By 
John D. Bowman 

Collecting Hussey 's stamps and covers is daunting because of the philatelic 
nature of many of the stamps, the numerous reprintings and handstamps of dubious 
nature. 

Here is an authentic 87L55 adhesive, a scarce stamp, appli ed to a cover to 
which it probably did not originate according to its PF certificate # 401524. It 
certainly looks that way to me too . However, I must admit I have not seen a used 
examp le of 87L55, so I wonder what handstamp was used with this adhesive, and 
also wonder if the stamp was issued but never used. Perhaps our attorney members 
can comment on why this stamp, with the "Copyright 1877" inscription was 
apparently not used, while the subsequent "Trademark" stamps were. 

Beyond the question of use of the 87L55 stamp is the handstamp on this 
cover. It is a bold black double circle, and so bold that it could have been printed on 
the envelope rather than handstamped. What was the function of this handstamp or 
printed envelope? When was it used? 

Readers, please offer your opinions. 
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Now Accepting Consignments For Future Sales 

Please visit our website at: 
www .rumseyauctions.com 

email: srumsey@rumseyauctions.com 

• 
Schuvkr : 
Rumsev : 

• Philarclic • . 
:\uctions : 

• 
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AN EXHIBITION COLLECTION 

What do these philatelists have in co111111on? 

VJ S I ON. \.Vhen it came time to co nsign the ir stam ps and 

William Mccarren postal histo rr to auctio n, ther trusted 

the philate li sts at Matthew Bennett 

Inte rnatio nal to translate that visio n 

Michael D. Rubin into the ir own Exhibition Collection Sale 

catalogue 

George Jay I(ramer To properly show off your collec tion , 

, our unique Exhibition Collection 

The Metzger Collection Sa les se ries is th e pe rfec t 

vehicle. It al lows co ll ec to rs to 

Dr. Eugene Joyce apprec iate your e ffo rts and ac h ieve ments, 

undi luted by co mpe ting items. When you 

believe you have co mpleted 'No rk o n an item o r 

John Hill, Jr. spec iali zed area , le t us create the ca tal ogue you 

d ese rve. 

MATTHEW BENNETT INTERNATIONAL 
l"'.\!I T [l1 ~T 1\TC ~ • ..,\VIT Z l"RL J\ :\"D • I JO'.\!C KONC 

1954 Greenspring Drive Suite LL18 
Balti111ore, Maryland 21093 

(410) 453-9784 Fax (410) 453-9789 
ww1v.benncttstamps.com 

Professional Philatelists Licensed Auctioneers Member: ASDA, APS 
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Sanitary Fairs 
A Philatelic and Historic Study 
of Civil War Benevolences 
WE HAVE ACQUIRED THE 
REMAINDER OF A GREAT BOOK 
OF INTEREST TO COLLECTORS 
OF LOCALS AND CARRIERS 

Published in 1992, Sanitary Fairs has 304 
pages and 16 color plates. We sold just over 
200 copies ofthis book at $75.00 each when it 
came out in 1992. Recently, we purchased the 
remainder of this hardbound work. 

A lifetime of study by Marjorie and Alvin 
Kantor went into creating the premier work on 
the Civil War Sanitary Fairs. It is a lavishly il
lustrated work that provides the historical back
ground of both the U.S Sanitary and Christian 
Commissions, their Fairs, postal emissions and 
postal history. 

The nucleus of the Kantor collection was 
formed in the early 1960s by acquiring the col

By Alvin Robert 
Kantor and Marjorie 
Sered Kantor 

lections of Elmer Stuart and Elliott Perry. Perry's collection was significant in that he 
had acquired, over the years, many of the previous great Sanitary Fair collections. By 
the time the Kantor's book was published in 1992 they had combed the country adding 
other great major and minor holdings and had put together the greatest assemblage of 
this material ever formed. Their collection is the source of the illustrations in the book. 

Originally priced at S75.00. 
Special Sale 
Price: $40.00 
plus $4 shipping. 

We've Moved! 
Please note our 

New Address and 
Phone and Fax 

Numbers 
and our New 

E-mail Address. 

(847) 462-9130 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 

E-Mail: jim@jameslee.com 
Website: www.jameslee.com 
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HERE'S A SIGNIFICANT NEW 
SOURCE FOR GREAT U.S. 
CLASSIC S"'f AMPS AND COVERS ... 

Call or write us for 
your FREE catalog 

for our next sale! 

From the largest array of Civil 
War patriotics ever offered, to the 
entire spectrum of 19th century 
stamps and postal history, Nutmeg 
continually brings great classic 
material to the marketplace. 

•\ ·:-, 

As a U.S. classics specialist, you'll find Nutmeg to be a 
key source for thousands of auction lots of outstanding 

specialized United States stamps and covers. 

Selling? Place Your ; 
Trust In Our 40 Years 

Of Experience In Working 
With Many Of The Great i 

Classics Society Members. 
\ ,\ 

~ ..... \ ·;,r"\ -. 

An early photograph 1· 

showing collectors 
assembling the exhibit I 

frame for the APS 
convention in 1966. ! 

We are America's #1 buyer ofU.S. and world-

Andrew Levitt was there. 

wide stamps and postal history-and have en
joyed our lasting relationships with many Classics Society 
members through the years. Up to $10 million is available 
at all times. We urge you to give us the opportunity to com
pete for your collection when it is for sale. Call, write or e
mail us today for our bank letters of credit. 

The market continues to be strong for classic U.S. material... 
Find out today why we're paying the highest prices we have ever offered 
to purchase practically every kind of philatelic property you can imagine. 
We're very anxious to talk to you personally-and today-about all 
stamps, covers and collections you have for sale, 'Call for our bank letters £ 
of =d;t Find oot how serioas wrno! Phon:, 2~-743-5291. - ~~~ £ 

Post Office Box 342 (203) 743-5291 
Danbury CT 06813 Fax: (203) 730-8238 

E-mail: info@nutmegstamp.com 
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S. Allan Taylor Forgery of 
Wells, Fargo & Co. Omaha N.T. Frank 

By 
Larry Lyons 

This early frank of 1854 is difficult to find. The genuine frank is a waving 
banner 15 x 74 mm. in size. The color is red. Only the ends have shaded lines. The 
words "PAID-VIA" appear beginning under the final "L" in "Wells". The words 
"OMAHA-N.T." appear under the "O" of "Fargo" with the "O" in "OMAHA" 
squarish. The crossbar of the "A" and "H" in "OMAHA" is not detached in the 
original. The genuine frank is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Type WF-A (Haller). The genuine red Wells, Fargo &Co. 
Omaha N.T. (Nebraska Territory). Frank on white. 

Not one to ever miss a chance to make a cut square forgery , S. Allan Taylor 
made a fine copy of the original. His cut square can be identified by the detached 
crossbars of the "A" and "H" in "Omaha" . The color is carmine on orange paper 
colored thru. 

The detached lettering, the color of the ink and the color of the paper have 
led me to conclude that this forgery is a product of S. Allan Taylor. The forgery is 
shown in Figure 2. It is requested that anyone with another forgery or a different 
color provide this information to me for ongoing research. 

Figure 2. Type WF-A (Haller). A cut square forgery of the frank in 
carmine on orange paper colored thru. 

Other similar original designs were created by Wells Fargo & Co. 
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DALLAS & NEW YORK 
14131 Midway R.oad • Sulte 1250 • Dallas, Texas 75001-9841 • 972/788-2100 • FAX 972/788-2788 

145 West 57th Street• 18th Floor• New York, New York 10019 • 212/262-8400 • FAX 212/262-8484 

Auction License: New York • Tracy L Shreve #914454, 1914455 
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Buying, Selling 
& Appraisals 

* Classic U.S. Stamps & 
Postal History 

* U.S. 19th Century Proofs & Essays 
* Confederate Stamps & Covers 

'.,1 , !... -- ! :"~'0"':C/V 

STANLEY M. PILLER 
800 S. Broadway • Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

Phone (925) 938-8290 
Fax (925) 938-8812 

Email: stmpdlr@aol.com 
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Hale & Co. 
Independent Mail Company 

1843 -1845 
By 

Michael S. Gutman 

A Book Review by Lan-y Lyons 

Our society is truly blessed to have a member like Michael Gutman who has 
studied and been a devoted student of Hale & Co. for 35 years. I have been 
privileged to have attended a presentation given by Michael Gutman at the 
Collectors Club in New York and to have been able to see his marvelous collection 
of Hale & Co. He is a true master of his subject and over the years he has consulted 
and conversed with Richard Frajola, Scott Trepel , Richard Schwartz, John Bowman 
and others as he added to his knowledge. 

He has self-published a wonderful new book on this interesting subject 
which fully explains in great detail the workings of Hale & Co. The Perry-Hall 
manuscript was lacking in both content and comprehensiveness. Michael Gutman 
has spent many years reorganizing the information and expanded it to create this 
marvelous text. 

The book is nicely bound in hard cover on quality paper and contains 345 
pages. 

The five major chapters cover the foreign mail service and the package 
express business, the offices routes and agents , the adhesive stamps including 
plating and counterfeits , and the rates and markings and the postal history by state. 
The four appendices have a wealth of information including a 75L2 letter census , 
EKU and LKU handstamp data, and rate schedules. 

James W. Hale was an incredible entrepreneur. When Hale & Co. was up 
and running there was a cooperative effort which encompassed 110 offices and 1100 
employees who handled more than 50,000 letters a day. Hale's independent mail 
business was predicated on his promise to deliver mail anywhere in his system for 
less cost than the government postal system charged, and with speed "ahead of the 
mails" . As Michael points out, the incredible Hale story is told mainly through the 
large number of surviving letters and the significant amount of advertising. The 
focus of his book is to explain the complex Hale operation by breaking the subject 
down into parts. 

There are sixteen pages in color at the middle of the book. The pictures are 
a marvelous di splay of conjunctive use covers, rare handstamps, rates and all of the 
adhesives. The book contains a very large quantity of pictures of covers and 
identifies all of the various handstamps and other markings of Hale & Co. 

If you have been ignoring the Hale & Co. subject it is time to understand the 
markings, town usages and conjunctive usages. Perhaps you have a rare cover and 
don't know it. This book is a must for the understanding of Hale & Co. Special 
congratulations to Michael Gutman for giving us thi s wonderful gift of his 
knowledge. I highly recommend the purchase of this book. Tt is a definitive work. 
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HALE&. CO. 

INDEPENDENT MAIL COMP ANY 

1843-1845 

Michael S. Gutman 2005 

A brand new 368 page hardbound book now available includes: 

• Foreign Mail Service 
• Package Express Service 
• Independent Mail Company 

- Offices, routes, agents 
- Adhesives, plating and counterfeits 
- Rates 
- Handstamp, manuscript, and precancel markings 
- Postal history by state and town with EKU's and LKU's 
- More than 350 monochrome images plus 16 page color insert 

This book should be of interest to students of the independent mails 
and postal historians 

Offered by the author for $75.00 postpaid via media mail in the 
United States. For international rates, please inquire. Payment with 
order to: 

Michael S. Gutman 
P.O. Box 1108 

Mashpee, MA 02649 

508-477-6206 Phone 
253-484-1709 Fax 

mikeg94@comcast.net 

(Payment may be made through Paypal to the email address above.) 
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Local and Carrier Collection For Sale 

Thomas A. Miller 
P.O. Box 1585 

Davenport, Iowa 52806-1585 
tmiller7 4 l@aol.com 

Collection of Locals and Carriers formed over 30 years being broken 
up. 

Originals, reprints, forgeries , sheets, blocks, covers and bogus posts. 
No very rare items but many nice items. 

This is a chance to get items you may need without buying a large 
collection than end up duplicating your current material. 

Contact me with the your posts of interest. I will reply as quickly as 
possible. 

NOTE - This is a large collection and may take some time to reply on 
the larger posts, Blood's, Boyd's and Hussey's. 

Send SASE or email lists of posts that are of interest, I will reply as 
soon as possible. 

Thomas A. Miller 
APS 25 years Plus 

US Philatelic Classics Society, Inc. 
The Carriers and Locals Society 
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Blood's Advertising Labels: A Preview 

By 
William W. Sammis 

As Doctor Morris thoroughly chronicled in his recent article, "Blood 's of 
Philadelphia" 1

, this was an innovative company with a keen business sense. Their 
ingenuity led to the production of small advertising labels encountered on the front 
of surviving Blood's covers but also used as seals on cover backs or edges. 

The labels promoted Blood 's services, rates and office locations . 
Testimonials from satisfied customers and poems were put forth . Long before the 
existence of Madison Avenue's advertising executives, Blood 's came up with bon 
mots ("As money is to the miser so is Blood 's City Despatch to the cripple"). In the 
recent past Mr. Zip has reminded us of the need for legible and complete addresses 
to help move the mails. Blood's had their own advice almost one hundred and fifty 
years pnor: 

"If you would by Despatch 
have 

Your Letters speed attain, 
You should have them di

rected 
Both definite and plain." 

The labels were printed in sheet format with more than thirty different labels 
per sheet. The individual labels were then cut from the sheet for use. At least two 
different printings of the labels are known corresponding to the company's history. 
The first printing ( e.g. Figure 12

) advertises "D.O. Blood & Co ' s City Despatch", 
"Blood & Co's City Despatch", and "Blood's City Despatch" . 

Figure 1. 

1 Morris, Vernon R. Jr. M.D., "Blood's of Philadelphia", The Penny Post, Vol. 12, No. 2, April 2004, 
pages I 0-23 ; Vol. 12, No. 3, July 2004, pages 31-37. 

2 Copy courtesy Dr. Vernon R. Morris, Jr. 
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A second print ing of the labels was prepared to reflect the company' s 
reorganization into "Blood's Despatch" (Figure 2.). 

To date I have noted ninety labels, different by text. At least eight di fferent 
papers, both colored through and glazed surface-co lored, were used. It is therefore 
likely that a thousand different labels, or more, are waiting to be cataloged. 

c:, Ji () • 1) C Jl a t C h i. :t. 
..,reat l:tbor . a\'i1tl"' ma 1 . f f " , C I I lle or t ie coml,ina ti n of E 
rand runninv. r-

Figure 2. 

'· Bloocr front 
,. mood t' ri •ht, 
; Blood·.. left , 

Jo larg-c reel letters,.,,_will he 
found n ach of jj}oo<.I' ' 
n n'l !rh Tinx -. 

I have been drafted to compi le information on these labels for publication in 
Th e Penny Post. So that the work wi ll be as complete as possible T ask the 
membership to contact me rega rding labels that they e ither own or may have 
encountered . And, I thank members that have already contributed. Will iam W. 
(Bill) Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850-9653 . (607) 539-7875 
<eds I 3@com el l.edu> 

Coming Soon! 

New Cumulative Index! 

Last Index Volumes 1-9 goes thru 2001 

The New Index is being produced 
by 

Larry Ballantyne 
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Turn of the Century United States Express Co. 
Patriotic Office Labels 

(1897 - 1903) 

By Bruce H. Mosher 

A casual examination of the United States Express Co. label shown in 
Figure 1 raises a question on whether that company was in the business of providing 
registered mail or ' registered ' express services . Th e word "REGISTERED" is 
conspicuously printed in dark blue at the left of this label's bottom red stripe. The 
des ign history of this co lorful label needs to be examined before the pos tulated 
questi on can be answered. 

[El EGISTER EQ] 

Figure 1. United States Express patriotic label. 

The apparent des ign rationale fo r thi s patriotic looking label began with an 
arrangement that incorporated most of the elements seen in the then-current United 
States Flag, and then the standard United States Express Co . logo (horseshoe and 
w inged strongbox) was superimposed in the center. The seven red and s ix 
alternating white stripes that fo rm the centra l background exac tl y dupli cate the 
thirteen stripes on a U.S. F lag. Then, instead of using a rectangul ar star-fie ld , this 
labe l di stributes its stars around the outs ide of the stripes within a dark-blue frame
border that is sli ghtly less than six 111111 wide. 

The outer extremes of the blue border on this label measure 60 x 48 mm. 
The addi tional marg ins beyond the border defi ne a label that is approx imately 75 x 
68 mm in s ize. There are 13 sta rs across the top porti on of the border, I 4 stars 
across the bottom part and nine stars vertica ll y in-between along the right and left 
border sides. In tota l, 45 whi te stars are present in the labe l's design. A review of our 
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U.S. Flag history reveals that the 45-star Flag became official on July 4, 1896, just 
six months after Utah was admitted to the Union (January 4, 1896) as the 45th state. 

The United States Express Co. ' s impetus for creating and issuing this 
patriotic looking label is not presently known. Perhaps it was the events leading up 
to the Spanish-American War (1898), or even the war itself. Regardless , if the 
label' s design was based on then-current U.S. Flag elements , as might be reasonably 
assumed, it was probably issued after July 1896. The U.S. 46-Star Flag did not 
became official until July 4, 1908 after Oklahoma became a state (November 16, 
1907.) Consequently, a twelve-year period existed when 45 stars would have been 
historically correct. Obviously, this period spanned the Spanish-American War time 
frame. 

The three left-side alphanumeric entries on this label are printed in dark blue 
and were used, or were defined, as follows: 

From - the top of the label was reserved for identifying (handstamped or 
preprinted) the United States Express Co. ' s issuing office (usually a town 
or railroad station name). This was also the office from which the label
affixed express parcel was shipped. Because of this entry, this label 
qualifies as an ' office label' per contemporary express company 
definitions. 

(42) the United States Express Co. form number for this label. 

Billed to - the bottom of the label was reserved for recording (handwritten or 
handstamped) the express destination (express office name) to which the 
United States Express Co. ' s transportation fees were prepaid by the 
shipper, when appropriate. On many of these labels this remained blank 
(e.g., Figures 1, 4, 5, and 8). 

The central company logo is the standard trademark design that was 
employed by the United States Express Co. for many years in the 19th Century, and 
into the early 20th Century. In fact, the left heel pad of this horseshoe emblem 
contains the word "TRADE", and "MARK" is printed in the right heel pad. The 
"1854" between the heel pads commemorates the May 1, 1854 inaugural business 
date of the United States Express Company. The winged strongbox symbolizes the 
pervasive security that was paramount in this company's express operations. This is 
further emphasized by the "SECURITY DISPATCH" imprint at the top of the 
horseshoe. 

One of the most useful historical books that helped to explain this patriotic 
label is the United States Express Co. Shipping Guide with Rates ji-om New York 
City. This book is shown in Figure 2 and was issued in December 1904 by the 
United States Express Co. ' s, Office of Superintendent of Traffic in New York. 
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The most noticeable difference in the Figure 3 des ign image is the absence 
of a "REGISTERED" imprint. But this omission is conveniently explained by the 
statement printed directly below the image that reads "Registered According to Act 
of Congress, United States Patent Office March 15 , 1897." We now can construct an 
answer to our opening question. The United States Express Co. was not engaged in 
the de livery of registered mail, nor 'registered' express matter. They were just 
documenting the March l 897 registration of their patriotic label design on the label 
itself. It is conservatively estimated that th is label first appeared in 1897, perhaps as 
early as March 15th. These dates are all very compatible with the 45 -star, U.S. Flag 
official timeframe. 

United States Express label -types similar to Figure 1 have been seen with 
eight different towns printed on them. The known 1897 labels are described in Table 
I by office name, their printing method on the label , and the railroads that provided 
contemporary express privileges to the United States Express Co. at each cited 
office . Additional examples with other towns (office names) are also expected to 
exist today. Reports of any different offices that are imprinted on these labels would 
be appreciated. 

The transporting rai lroad information in Table I was obtained from The 
Mercantile Agency Special Edition of Bullinger 's Postal and Shippers Guide for the 
United States and Canada, Edition of January 1899. This information is a lso 
believed to be pertinent during 1897. Mu ltip le rai lroad names are listed when more 
than one road maintained a station in the office-imprint town. 

Table I. 1897 United States Express Co. Patriotic Labels 

OFFICE 
IMPRINT 

Asbury Park, 
N.J. 
DANBURY, 
OHIO 
(Figure I) 
FRANKFORD, 
Phil a., Pa 
High Bridge, 
N.J. (F igure 4) 
KANSAS 
CITY, Mo. 

Montclair, N.J. 
Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

WAVERLY, 
N.Y. 

PRINTING 
TRANSPORTING RAILROADS 

METHOD 
Preprinted NY & Long Branch RR (run by CRR) 

Handstamped • Lake Shore & Michigan Southern RR 

• Lakeside & Marblehead RR 

Preprinted Philadelphia & Reading Railway 

Preprinted Central RR of New Jersey (CRR) 

Preprinted or • Chicago & Alton RR 
typed • Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul RR 

• Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific RR 
Preprinted Delaware, Lackawanna & Western RR 
Preprinted • Atlantic City RR 

• Baltimore & Ohio RR 

• Philadelphia & Reading Railway 

• Phi la., Newton & New York RR 
Preprinted Delaware, Lackawanna & Western RR 
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Shipping Guide 
with Rates from 

Figure 2. December 1904 Shipping Guide. 

The cover of this Shipping Guide contains an illustration very similar to the 
design portion of the patriotic label that is being discussed. This image (see the 
Figure 3 enlargement) contains the same quantity of red/white stripes and perimeter 
stars that are in identical locations as those within the patriotic label. The company 
logo in the center is very similar with only minor differences, one of which is a 
small spelling variation at the top of the horseshoe that reads "SECURITY 
DESPATCH" vice "SECURITY DISPATCH" . 

Figure 3. Enlarged Shipping Guide cover segment. 
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An example of an 1897 patnot1c label where the express office name was 
preprinted is illustrated in Figure 4. Express companies routinely preprinted the 
express office name on their office labels when there was sufficient express business 
to justify this . The preprinting probably involved a minimum print quantity such as a 
thousand or more labels. Smaller offices were given blank office labels where the 
express agent was required to handstamp his labels with the office name in the 
appropriate space ( e.g. , the Figure 1 label.) Note that the word "REGISTERED" is 
quite smeared on the Figure 4 label and it may not be decipherable unless some 
clearly imprinted labels are also examined for comparison. 

Figure 4. 1897 Preprinted express office town. 

Several small design differences have been noticed among the Table I listed 
examples of these labels and these variations are identified as follows: 

1) "From/(42)/Billed to" printed in dark blue or black 
2) "REGISTERED" printed in dark blue or black; printed in Gothic or 

serifed letters 
3) "TRADE" appears in normal or italicized font 
4) "REGISTERED" printed in the bottom red stripe or bottom white stripe. 

Revised Patriotic Label 
There is another version of the United States Express patriotic label that, at 

first glance, looks the same as previously illustrated. But this label really contains 
some different image characteristics that can readily be discerned after careful 
scrutiny and comparison. This label variant is shown in Figure 5 and it is the same 
size as the 1897 patriotic label in all respects. 
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From 

Figure 5. Second patriotic label design. 

Two sign ificant design differences exist that handily distinguish this second 
labe l type. F irst, a tiny blue ' smudge' appears under the lower right corner star. 
Magnification of this area (see Figure 6) reveals a blurred "6. 1903" image, or at 
least this appears to be a reasonable interpretation of the blu1Ted image. Incidentally, 
all examples of this revised label that have been examined so far show a blurred 
lower right 'smudge,' some are much less legibl e than in the Figure 6 illustration. 
We further interpret the "6.1903" to mean that the design of this labe l was revised in 
June 1903 . An illustrated report from any reader showing a clearer lower-right 
'smudge ' image on this label-type would be most welcome. 

Figure 6. Magnified lower right label portion. 

The second significant difference is the deletion of one star in the bottom 
border strip . This is clearly seen in Figure 7 where the bottom star row from the 
1897 label appears above the bottom row from the 1903 labe l. The image of each 
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1903-version star has also been recast as a slimmer and pointed star-image when 
compared to the 1897 labe l' s ' chubby ' stars. 

Figure 7. Comparison of the bottom row of stars (14 at top; 13 on 
bottom). 

The deletion of one star makes the bottom row identical with the label's 
unchanged top row at 13 stars apiece. Now, however, there are a total of only 44 
stars in this label ' s image! What significance does thi s star count portray, if any? 
The ' 1903 ' label is not time-aligned with the U.S. Flag star count anymore, as 44 
stars were official from July 4, 1891 to July 3, 1896. Is it possible that we 
misinterpreted the blurry corner image and the Figure 5 patriotic label was actually 
issued prior to the 1897 labe l? We would guess it was possible, although it doesn't 
seem totally plausible. What then is printed at lower right on the Figure 5 label if 
not "6.1903", and what might it mean? Did the United States Express Co. abandon 
its contemporary U.S . Flag relationship in favor of design symmetry? 

One thing is certain--there are definitely two different, United States 
Express, patriotic label designs. For reporting identification purposes, these labels 
wi ll continue to be referred to as the 1897 and 1903 types or versions. In addition to 
the two 'significant' design differences, several other design feature changes are 
noticed when comparing the 1903 labels to the 1897 labels, e.g. , 

1) The shaded irregular ' cloud' at the base of the horseshoe is larger, better 
defined and more pronounced, 

2) The lower-left front portion of the strong box isn't partially erased, 
3) The four bands of vertical rays emanating from the top of the strong box 

are always present and are darker, 
4) Most of the white stars are slimmer and are pointed on al l sides, 
5) Many of the dark horizontal stripes are a darker shade of red, 
6) The feather details in both wings are different, 
7) " 1854", "TRADE" and "MARK" are larger type. 

Cognizance of these differences is especially useful for identifying the correct 
version of partial patriotic labels of both types. 

So far, we have not seen any historical documentation that indicates a 
different (or modified) registration of the 1903 label design had been made with the 
U. S. Patent Office. A search of the 1903 Patent Office registrations might provide 
the sought after information. Interestingly, the cited United States Express Co. 
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Shipping Guide was published in December 1904 and it does not contain any 
recognition of the June 1903 label-design changes. 

Table II. 1903 United States Express Co. Patriotic Labels 

OFFICE PRINTING 
TRANSPORTING RAILROADS 

IMPRINT METHOD 
BLOOMINGTON, Hamdstamped • Chicago & Alton RR 
ILL. (Figure 8) • Lake Erie & Western RR 
ELIZABETH, N.J. Preprinted Central RR of New Jersey 
(C.R.R.) 
LOUISVILLE, Preprinted Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway 
KY. 
MONTCLAIR, Preprinted Delaware, Lackawanna & Western RR 
N.J. 
PHILADELPHIA, Preprinted or • Atlantic City RR 
PA (Figure 5) handstamped ? • Baltimore & Ohio RR 

• Philadelphia & Reading Railway 
Philadelphia, Newton & New York RR 

UTICA, N.Y. Preprinted Delaware, Lackawanna, & Western RR 

The 1903 United States Express patriotic labels have been seen with six 
different office names on them. We note that no constant, minor design variations 
have been observed between the six examined labels. Many additional labels from 
other offices are expected to also have survived the intervening years and illustrated 
reports of any additional offices on 1903 patriotic labels would be appreciated. The 
known 1903 labels are described in Table II by office name, office printing method 
on the label , and the railroads that provided contemporary express privileges to the 
United States Express Co. at each cited office. The transporting railroad information 
in Table II was obtained from Bullinger 's Postal and Shippers Guidefor the United 
States and Canada, Edition ofJanuaiy 1903. 

An example of a 1903 patriotic label with a handstamped (we think) office 
name on it is shown in Figure 8. 

I 

from BLOOMIN~TON, ILL 

6illedto 

Figure 8. Handstamped 1903 label. 
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Phenolllenal. 
Our Website Is Always Changing. Shop Our 

Auction & Hundreds of Stamps In Full Color! 

By the way, you can view 
our latest giant price list at 

our site ... or send for it by 
mail. It's free! 

U.S. Revenue Stamps 
Penny Post readers can relax in the comfort of their home and review one of 

the world's largest stocks of revenue stamps at our Internet web site. Locals and 
Carriers arc there, too! 

But wait, there's more! Our verv large web site is one of philately's most exciting. 
It's full of entertaining full-color graphics and up-to-date information on the revenue 
stamp world. J\.nd it changes all the time ... so one visit is never enough. 

Scott li sted revenues, emhossed & stamped paper, beer stamps. taxpaid rev
enues, possessions revenues, proofs & essays. local stamps. and philatelic litera ture. 
America's finest stock. W1ite, call or visit our site to get our latest price list or send your 
want list for custom approvals tailored to your needs. 

Eric Jackson 
P.O. Box 728 · Leesport PA 19533-0728 
(610) 926-6200 · Fax: (610) 926-0120 

Email: eric@revenuer.com 4. 
www.ericjackson.com ~ ~H~ 



When the most valuable collections of 
Carriers and Locals are sold, 

one firm is chosen again and again. 

When David Golden decided on the firm to handle his. collection 
of Carriers and Locals-the largest and most valuable ever sold-he 
chose Siegel Auction Galleries. 

When Richard Schwartz, past president of the Carriers and 
Locals society, decided to sell his massive collection, he chose the 
Siegel firm . 

And, when the Hall family looked for an auction firm with the 
ability to sell one of the most important collections of Carriers and 
Locals ever assembled, they chose the Siegel firm. 

Our knowledge, relationships with collectors, and state-of-the-art 
presentation (print and digital) qualify us above all others to handle 
collections of Carriers and Locals. 

Buying or selling, it makes sense to deal with the leader. 

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

www.siegelauctions.com 

60 EasL 56 Lh SLreeL, 4th Floor, New Yo rk, NY 10022 
Phone (212) 753-6421 Fax (2 12 ) 753-6429 E-mail: sLamps@siegelaucLions.com 




